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PREFACE. 



>^^m 



1 HERE are fome fubjedls on which a writer 
tnuft decline all atteniptft to acquire fame^ fatisiied 
with being obfcureiy ufeful. After fuch a number 
of Roman Hiftories^ in all languages, ancient and 
modern, it would be but impofture to pretend new 
difcoveries, or to expefit to offer any thing in a work 
of this kind> which haa not been often anticipated 
by others. The fafts which it relates have been an 
hundred times repeated, and every occurrence ha« 
been £d varioufly confidered, that learnipg can fcarce- 
ly find a new anecdote^ idr genius give novelty to the 
old. 

I hope, therefore, for the^reader's indulgence, if, 
IB the fdilowing attempt, it ihall appear that my on- 
Jy aim was to fupply a concife, plain, and unaffe£led 
narrative of the rife and decline of a well known em- 
pire. I was contented to make fuch a book as could 
not fail of being ferviceable, though of all others the 
moil unlikely to promote the reputation of the wri- 
ter. , Tnftead therefore of preffmg forward among the 
ambitious, I only claim the merit of knowing ray 
own llrength, and falling back among the liindrnpft 
ranks with confcious inferiority. 

I am not ignorant, however, that it would beno , 
fuch difficult ta& to purfue the fame arts by which 
many dull men every day acquire a reputation in 
hiftory ; fuch might eafily be attained, by fixing on 
fpifteobfcure period to write upon, where much feem- 
ing erudition might be difplayed, almoft unknown, 
becaufe not worth rememberifig j and many max* 
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vnB in politics might be advanced entirely itew, be* 
caufe altogether falfe. But I have puruied a con- 
trary method) chufing the moft noted periods in his- 
tory, and offering no remarks but fuch as I thought 
ftridUy true* - 

The reaf<MU of my chcuce were, that we had no 
hiftory of this fplendid period in our language, but 
what was either too voluminous for common ufe, or 
too meanly written to pleafe. Catrou and Routlle's 
Hiftory, in iix volumes folio, tranflated into our lani- 
guage by Bandy, is entirely unfiiited to the time and 
expenfe mankind ufually chnfe to beftow upon this 
fubje6l : RuUin, and his continuator Crevier, making 
above thirty volumes oAavo, feem to labour under* 
the fame imputation ; as likewife Hooke, who has 
Ipent three quartos /upon the republic alone, the 
jeft of 4ns undertaking remaining unfijiiftied*. 
There only therefore remained the Hiftory by Ech- 
ard, in five volumes o6tavo, whofe plan and mine 
feemed to coincide ; and, had his ^ execution been 
equal to his deiign, it had precluded the prefe'nt un- 
dertaking. But the truth is, it is fo poorly written, 
the facls fo crouded, the narration fo fpiritlefs, an4. 
the charaSers fo indiftinftly marked, that the moft 
ardent curiofity muft cool in the perufal ; and the 
mobleft tranfaaiotis that ever warmed the human 
heart, as defcribed by Hm muft ceafe to intereft. 

I have endeavoured, therefore, in the prefent 
work (or rather compilation) to obviate the incon- 
veniences arifing from the exuberance of the form- 
er, as well as from the unpleafantnefs of the latter. 
Too much time may be given even to laudable pur- 
fuits, and there is none more apt than this, to allure 
the ftudent from more neceCary branches bflearnin|;, 
and, if I may fo exprefs it, entirely to engrbfs hijs 
induftry. What is here offered therefore may' be 

* A fourth voluiiis has been fince publifhed. 
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fufficient for all but fuch as make hiftcay the pecu- 
liar bufinefs of their lives ; to fuch the moft tedious 
ziarrarive will feem but an abridgraent> as they mea-^ 
fure the merit of work rather by the quantity than 
the quality of its contents. Others, however, who 
think more foberly, will agree, that in fo extenfivd 
a field as that of t};ie tranfa^^ions of Rome^ more 
judgment may be fliewii by fclefling what is impor- 
tant, than by adding what is obfcure.. The hiftory 
of this empire has been extended to fix volumes fo- 
lio; and 1 aver, that, with very little learning, it 
might be increafed to fixteen more ; but what would 
this be but to load the fubjeft with unimportant 
fadls, and fo to weaken the narration, that like the 
empire it defcribed, it muft neceflarily fink beneath 
the weight of its own acquifitions ! 

But while Ithus have endeavoured to »yoid pro- 
lixity^ it wasfound no eafy matter to prevent crowd- 
ing the . fac^s, and to give every narrative its pro- 
per play. In regality, no^ art can contrive to avoid 
©ppofite defeats ; he who induJgcs in minute parti- 
cularities will be often languid, and he who fludies 
concifenefs will as frequently be dry and unenter- 
taining. As it was my aim to comprife as much as 
poffible in the fmalleft compafs, it is feared the work 
•will often bf fubjefib to, the latter imputation ; but 
it was impoflible to furnifli jhe public with a cheag 
Roman hiftory, and at the fame yme to give %}1 that 
'warnxth to the narrative, all thofe colourings to the 
defcription, which works of twenty times the bulk 
have room to exhibit/ I fliall be fully fatisfied, 
thereforcy. if it furniflies «n intereft fufficicnt to aU 
lure the reader to the end; and this is a claim to 
•which few abridgments can juftly make pretenfions. 

To thefe objections there are fome who may add, 

that I have rejedled many qfthe modem improve- 

ments in Roman hiftory, and that every charafteris 

Icit in full polTefliou rf that fame or infamy which it 

* ^ A a . . 
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obtained from its contsmporaries, or thofe who wrote 
juimmediately after* I acknowledge the charge, for 
*it appears now too late to rejudge the virtues or the 
vices of thofe men whp were but very incompletely 
known even to their own hiftorians, T/he Romans, 
perhaps, upon many occafions, formed wrong ideas 
of virtue ; but they were by iio means fo ignorant 
or abandoned in general as not to give their bright- 
eft chara6lcrs the greateft fliare of their applaufe ; 
and I do not know whether it be fair to try Pagan 
actions by the ftandard of Ghriftian morality. 

But, whatever may be n^y execution of this work, 
I have very little doubts about the fttccefsof theua- 
dertaking ; the fubjeft is the nobleft that ever em 
ployed human attentioii ; and inftead of requiring 
a writer's aid, will fupport him with its Iplandour. 
The emffife of the 'world, rifing from the meaneft 
origin* and growing great by a ftrift veneration for 
religion, and an implicit confidehc« in its command- 
ers^ continually changing ^e mode, but feldom the 
fpirit of its governmetit, being a conftitutioh in which 
the military power, whether ^under the name of ci- 
tizens or foldiers, almoft always prevailed ; adopting 
all th« improvements of other nations with the i^^gft 
indefatigable induftry, and lubmitting to be tai^t 
by thofe whom it afterwards fubdued : this is a pic- 
ture that muft affeft us however it be difpofed ; thefc 
^ matei^ls muft hav« their value under the hand of 
tjbe meaneft workman* 
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. CHAP. T. 
0/ the Origsnal of ilfn Romans^ 

jL he Homans yfcrt particularly denrous^of be- 
ing thought defccndcd from the gods, as if to hide the 
mc^n^jmof their real anctfilry. JEneas^ the fon of Ve- 
nu^Ka Anchife$} having efcaped from the deflruftion of 
^^K ^ft^r many adventures and dangers, arrived in Ita- 
ly xl^. M«*2^94«] "where he was kindly received by Lati- 
nusy king of the Latins, who gave^-him his daugliter La- 
vinia iB marriage. Turnus, king of the Rutuli, was the 
firft who oppofed JEneas^ he having long made preten* 
<ioiis to Lavinia himfelf. A war enfued, in which the 
Trojan hero was vift|rious, and Turnus flain. In confc- 
' qucDCe of thisi i&neas built a^.sity which, was called La- 
Tinium, in honour of his wife: and fome time after, en- - 
gaging in another war againft Mezentius,*one of the pet- 
ty kings of the country, he was vai)qui(hed||| turn, and 
died in battle, after a reign of four years. ^^ 

Numitor, the fifteenth king in a dire^ line from iEne- 
as».whotook polTcilion of the kingdom in confequence of 
his father's will; had a brother named A mulius^ to vrhom 
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he left the treafures which had been brotight from Troy. 
Asriches^ut too generally prevail againft right, Am'u- 
lius made ufe of his wealth to fupplant his brother, and 
fo«n found means to poiTefs himfelf of the kingdom^ 
Not content with thcxrime^f ufurpation, he added that 
of murder alfo. Numitor's fons firll fell a facrifice to 
bis fuipicioos ; and ta remove all apprehen lions of being 
one day difturbed in liis ill got power, he caufed Rhea 
Silvia, his brother's only daughter, to become a veftal 
virgin ; which office obliging her to perpetual celibacy, 
made him Icfs uncafy as to the claims of pofterity. 

His precautions, however, were all fruftratcd in tbe 
event : for Rhea Silvia, going to fetch water from a neigh- 
bouring grove, was met and ravifhcd by a man, whom, 
perhaps to palliate her offence, fhe averred to be Marsy 
the god of war* ^rom this congrcCs fiie was brougfht to 
bed of two boys, who were no fooner born than devoted 
by the ufurpcr to deftrudlion* The mother was condem- 
ned to be buried alive, the ufual punifhment for veftal^ ^ 
who had violated their chaftity, and the twins were or»^ 
dered to be flung into the river Tyber. It happened at 
the time this rigorous fentence was put into execution, \ 
that the river bad more than ufually overflowed its banks,, 
fo .that the place where the children were thrown being 
at a diftance from the main current, the water was too 
Ihallow to drown them. In this fituation, therefore, \hey 
continued without harm ; and, that no pait of thei'^i)%> ^ 
fervation might want its wonders, we are told,thatjkey 
were for fome time fuckled by a wolf, until Fau (lulus, 
the king's herdfman, finding them thnsexpofed, brought 
them home to Aca Laurentia his wife, who brought 
them up as his own. 

Romulus and Remus, the twins, thus flrangely preferv- 
cd, leemed early to difcover abilfties and dcfires above 
the meannefs of their fuppofed original. The fliepherd's 
^'lifc began to difpleafe them ; and, from tending flocks, 
or huntin^wild beafts, they foon turned their ftfcngth 
againft th(H|rbber's ^oundthe counfry, whom they often 
ftript of their plunder to (hare it among their fellow (hep- 
herds. In one of thefe excurlions Remus was take.npri- 
foncr by Numitor's herdfman^ who brought him before 
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the king, and accufed him of b«iog a plunderer* Romu-^ 
1 us, however, being, informed by Patt{liilu3 of his rei 
birtbi'was not remifs in alTembling % number of his fei 
low (htephcrds, who bcfet the ufurper on all Udes, whoi 
during his amazement and didraAion^ Was taken and 
ilaln I while l^uniitor, who had been depofedr forty-two 
years, recogniied bjs grandfons, and was once more rer 
ftorcd to thtt throne. ' 

NumitOr being thus in quiet poffeffion of the kingdom, 
his grandfons4<efcflved to build a city uponthofe hills where 
they had formerly lived as ihepherds. Many of the neigh- 
bouring fhepherds alfo, and fuch a« were fond of change, 
repaired to the intended city, and prepared to raife it. In 
order to proceed in this landertaking witii all poflible fo« 
lemnity, th? two brothers were advifcd by the king to 
take an omen irox^ the flight of birds, and that be whofe 

», omen ihould b© moft favourable fhould in all refpeds di- 
re£l the other. In compliance with this advice they both 

"f^ook their ftatioiis upon different hills. To Remus ap» 
tpeared fix vultures ; to Romulus twice that number: lb 
that each party thought itfi^lf vi<lorid(fr; tlie one having 
thV fir0 omen, the other the moft complete. This pro* 
duced aconteft, .^which ended in a battle, wherein. Rf- 
mus was Ilain ; and it is even faid that he was killed by 
his. brother, who being provoked at hit leaping contemp- 

^ tuoufly #wi: the city wall, ftruek him dead upon the fpot. 
Romulus, being now fol^ commander, and eighteen 
years of age, began the foundation of a city, that was 
one day to give laws to the worldr It was called Rome, 
after the n^me of the founder, and built upon the Pala- 
tine hill, on which he had taken his fuccefsful omen [A. 
K. 3252* ante c. 752.] The tity was at firft almoft- 
fqiiare, containing abeftt a thpufand houfes. It was near 
a mile in compafs, and commanded a fm all territory 
round it of about eight miles over. However fmall as 
it appears, it was notwithflanding worfe inhabited ; and 
the firft method madetife of to.increafe its numbers,, was 
the opening a fancluary for all malefa£kors, ilaves, and 
fuch as were defirous of novelty ; and thefe came in great: 
multitudes, and contributed to increafe the number of 
our ie^iilator's new fubje^ls^. 
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CHAP. II. / . 

IromtVe building of Rome te the deiitb of Romilus. 



OCAHCE ;Wafr the city raifcd above ks fotindatbn, 
'when its rode inhabitants began to think of giving foine 
form to their conftttudon^Rom^lut) by an aA of great ge- 
fieroiity^ left them at liberty to chufe whom they would 
for their kingi and they in gratUnde concorred to eled^ 
♦bei r founder ; he was accordingly acknowledged a* chief 
of their religion, fovereign magiftrate of Rome, and ge- 
neral of the army. BcEde a guard to attend hi« perfon^ 
it waa agreed^ that he (hould be preceded wherever he 
went by twelve men, arnied with axe$ tied up in a bun- 
dle of rods^ who Wert to ferye as executioners of the law, 
mnd t# ijnprtfff bis new fubje£ts with zi^ idea of bis au- 
thority. ^ % 

The fenate, which was to a£l as eounfcllors to the- 
^ king, was compofed of an hundred of the principal citi* 
acns of Rome, conGlling of men whofe age, wi0}om,pr 
valour, gave them a natural authority over their fellovr 
fubje^ls ; and the king named the fir (I fenator^ and ap* 
pointed him to the government of the ci^, whenever 
war reqaired his own abfence. ^ . »• 

' The Plebeians, who colDpofed the third part of the 
legiilatuVe, aiTum^dato themfelves thepower of aathoriah- 
ing thofe laws whic^ were pafled by the king or the fe- 
nate. All things relative tot pfeac e or war, ty the election 
of magilVrates, and even to twfhuGng a king, were con* 
firroed by fuffrages in their sffcmblies. 

The firft care of the new crcatlJd king was to attend to 
the interefts of religion : but the prccife form of their 
worfliip is unknown. The grcatcft part of the religion 
of that age confifted in a firm reliance upon the credit of 
their foothfayers, who pretended,* from obfervations oq 
the flight of birds and the entrails of beafts, to direfk 
the prefent, and to dive into futurity. Romulus, by aa 
exprefs law, commanded that no election fliould be made^ 
fio enterprize undertaken, without fii-ft confulting thtcQ« 
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Wives ^wcrc forbid, upon any pretext whatfoerer, to 
feparate from their hufbaftds ; while, on tbeco1)trary, the 
huiband-was empowered to repudiate his wife; and even 
in fomc cafes to, put her to 4ca^h« His laws between 
chllcbren and their parent^ were yet ftill more fevere ; the 
father had entire power over his offspring, both of for- 
tune and life ; he could/ell them or tmprifon them at 
any time of their Itves, or in any ftations to wbipb they 
were arrived. r 

After bis endeavours by laws to regblate his fubjcils, 
he* next gave ordetts to afccr^ain their numbers. The 
whole amounted but to three thoufaud foot^ and about aa 
jnany hundred horfemen, capable df bearing arms. Thef^i 
therefore isrcre divided equally into three tribes, and to 
each he affigiied a different part of the city. Each of 
thcfe tribes were fubdivided into ten curife, or compa- 
nies^ confining of an hundred men each, with a centurion 
to eomniand it ; a^rieft, called curio, to perform the fa- 
crifices; and two of the principal inhabitants, called 
duumviri, 'tb di{¥ribute juftice. 

By thefip wife regulations, each day added ftrength to 
the new Qity ; multitudes flocked in from all the adja- 
cent towns, and it only feemed to want women to afcer- 
tain its duration. In this exigence, Romulus by the advice 
of the fenate, fent deputies among the Sabines, his neigh- 
bours, entreating their alliance, and upon thefe terms of- 
fering toxement the mod ftri^ confederacy with them. 
The Salines, Nffho were then cdnfldered as the moft war- 
like peofle of Italy, reje^ed the propofal with difdain ;. 
R^mnlos therefore proclaimed a feaftin honour of Nep- 
tune throughout all the neighbouring iriUages) and made 
the moil magnificent preparations for it. TbefeJMRs were 
generally preceded Jby iacrifi^es, and eq^^iS^d Ihews of 
wreftlers, gladiators, and chariot*cooi»fesV The Sabines, 
as he had expe£led, were among the foreraoft who came 
to be fpcftators, bringing their wives atwTdaugffterrwTfh 
them to fhare the pleafure of t&e fight. In the mean 
time the games Began, and, while the gangers were moft 
intent upon the fpe^acle, a number of the Roman youth 
ruflied in among th^m with drawn fwords, feized the 
youngeft and moil beautiful women, and carried them off 
by violence. la Vain the |»areQts protefied againft tliii 

• 
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l)rcach,of hofpitality ; in vain the virgins tberofelves at 

firft oppofci the attempt* of tlieir ravifhers ; perfevcr- 

,,^- ancc and carcffes obtained thofe favours which tinHdtty 

* . at fiirft denied ; fo that the betrayers,, from being objeAs 
./; of avcrlioni fooii became the partners' of their dearcft af- 
■'fij^Skrons. " :; 

- • 'AA rWoedy war enfucd. The cities of Cenina, Antemna, 
V and/CruftumijiiTij were the firft who refolved to rcvci^c 
,\t|ic ppinmon caufe, which Ctic Sablncs fecmed top dilatory 

y '4n|ifur:fuing. Bat all theft?, by'making ftiparate inroads, be- 

• camera- 'more eafy conqueft to Rommlus, who;^roadc -the 
xnoft" merciful ufe of hi* victory ; inftcad of %ftfoying 

# theiistowns, or leffening their numbersy.iie, only placed oa- 
loniei.pf Romans in them, to fervc aipafrdiitiir to rc- 
prefs majrediftant invafions. , .V?:;? ;• 

Tatiusj kiivg of Cures, a Sabine city, was' thtei)l% al- 
though the tnoft formidable, who undertook tb.dyi^hge 

,: the difgrace feis country had fuffered. . He/e^jw^sthc 
:'' Roman territories at the head of twenty-'fiva.^^J^'fand. 

: menj and, not content with a fuperiority'oftor^/jiifr ad- 
ded ftratagem alfe-V Tarpeia, whoi,wa?-daugi'i'ei^^^^ the 
commander of the Capitoline hill, happened t^ jail into 
his hands as ftie^wcnt without the walls of * Ae.iity to 
fetch water. -Upon her he prevailed, by m&ans; of large 
promifes, to biiray one of the gates to- his ^i^9\ The 
reward /he iengaged for was what the fol^i^i^.w^rc on 

.\their arms, by w;|ich ihe meant their brRceiu#'Thcy^ 
liowever, either liaiftaking her meaning, or/^OT-ingtopu- 
hi(h her perfidy, .threw their bucklers upon* Mr is tbey 
entered, and crufhed her t6 death. The Sab^rtjfes Being 
thus poffcffed of the Capital in.e, after fbme time >a'^eikrral 
engagement enfued, which was renewed for fc,V^al days 
with almoft equal iuccefs, ^d neither could f hittk !o^.£ob-. 
mitting ! It was in the valley between the Cayitoiijne and 
Qoirinal hills, tl^at the laflLeiigagement was foiijijht be-- 
tween the Romans and Sabines. The cnga^ifaejnt Was 
now become general, and the Aaughtetp^odiglbus,'wheEi 
the attention of both fides was fuddenly. tutnedc.frona 
tlic fcene of horror before them, to ahOtlier^^;f:till ^ 
length the Sabfne women, .who had been jtaisrie^ -off by 
the Hoinanfti with their batr loofoi at}ct.fb^>r;«»rB^i^ent6. 
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t 
ucgk^cd, flew in between the combatants, regpardlefs of 
their own danger, and with loud outcries implored their 
hufbands and their children to defift. Upon this, the 
combatants, as if by mutual impulfe, let fall their wea- 
pons ; an accommodation enfued, by which it was agreed 
that -Romulus and Tatius fhould reign jointly in Rome, 
with equal power and prerogative, that sfti hundred Sa- 
bincs fhould be admitted into the Senalt, that the city 
ihould ftill retain its former name, but that the citizens 
fhpuld.be called Qu^irltes, after Cures, the principal, to wit 
of the Sabines, and that both, nations being thus united, 
fuch of the Sabines as chofe it, fho«id be admitted to live 
;|K. and enjoy all the privileges of citizens in Rome. 
Tatius was killed about five years after'by the Laviniaps, 
for having protected fome fervantsof his, who had plun- 
dered them and (lain their ambalTadors ; fo that.by this 
accident Romulus once more few himfelf fole monarch 
cf Rome. 

Succeffes like thefe produced an equal (hare of pride 
' in the conqueror. Prom bei% contented with thofe li^ 
naits which had been wifely afligned to his power, he be- 
^an to affe^ abfolute fway, and to govern thpfc L'ws to 
-which he' had himfelf formerly profeffed implicit obedi- 
ence. The fcnate was particularly difpleafed at his cort-» 
<iudl, as they found themfclves only ufed as inftruments 
%o ratify the rigor of his commands. We are not told the 
precife manner which they employed to get rid of the 
l:yrant ; fome fay that he was torn in pieces in the fenate- 
Jioufe ; others, that he difappeared while reviewing hif 
army. Certain it is, that from the fecrecy of the faft, 
and the concealment of the body, they took occafion to 
perfuade the multitude that he was takcif up into hegven : 
t;bus him whom they could not bear as a king, they were* 
contented to worlhip as a god. RomuUis reigned thirty- 
Teven years, and after his ^eath had a temple built t# 
laLini under the name of Quirinus. 
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• CHAP, III, ^ ''.'f 

From the death of Jlomulus^ to the 4eath of Numa PompU 
liuSyfhe second king of R^mem 



Ui 



£UvC, 38O 



I PON the death of Romylus, the city feemed 
V^reatly divided in the choice of a fucceiTor. The Sabines 
-^tvt for having a kingch^^fen from their body, but the Ro- 
mans could not hegir the thi|^ghts of advancing a ftranger 
to the throne* In this jferplexity the fenators undertook to 
fupply t^epjjiceof.the king, by taking the government, 
each 01 them in?^turn,:'for five days, and during that tinj« 
enjoying all the honots and all the privileges of royalty. 
This new form of government continued for a year, but 
the Plebeians, who faw that this method of transferring 
power was only multiplying their mafters, infixed upon 
altering that mode of goverhment. The fen^te being 
thus driven to an elecSlion, it length pitched upon Numa 
Pompilius, a Sahine ; and their choice was received with 
univerfal approbation by the people. 

Numa Pompilius, who was now about forty, had long 
been eminent for his piety, hif, juftice, moderation, and ex-f 
emplary life. He was flcilled in all the learning and philo?. 
lophy of the Sabines, and lived at home at Cures, con- 
tented with a private fortune, unambitious of higher hos- 
no'urs. It was not therefore, without reludance that he 
accepted the dignity, "vjhich, when he did, it produced 
fuch^joy, that the people feemed not fo much to receive 
a king as a kingdom. 

. No* monarch could be more proper for them than 
Numa, at a conjundlure when the government was com- 
pofed of various petty ftates lately fubdued, and but ill 
united among each other : they wanted a mafter who 
could by his laws and precepts (often their fierce difppf. 
fitions, and by his example induce them to a love of re* 
Ji^ion, and every milder virtue. 

Numa*s whole time, therefore was fpent in infpiring 
h\s lubig^ts with a love of piety, and a veneration for the 
gods, ^e built many new temples, inftituted facred of r 
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£ces afl^Bk) and the fandlity of his life gave him cre- 
dit ^i^^^^P perfuade his people that he had a parti- 
cular iHHPbndence \7ith the goddefs Eg^ria. By her 
Advice hF built the tenipl« of Janus, which was to be 
fhut in time of peace, and open in war ; he ordained 
veflal virgins, whoj being JoUr in nuniber, had very 
great privileges allowed them. 

For the encouragement of agriculttire, he divided 
\thofc lands which Romulus had gained in war among 
the. poorer part of the people ; he regulated the calen- 
der, and abolilhcd the diflin(f\ion between Romans and 
Sa5ine5, by dividing the pc'dple accordtbg ta their fe-» 
'Veral trades, and. compelling them to live together. 
Thus, having arrived at the age of four fcore years, 
and having reigned forty-three in profound peace, he 
died, ordering his body to be buried in a (lone coffin, 
contrary to *the cuflom of the times, and his books of 
ceremonies, which confided of twelve in Latin, and a$ 
many in Greek, to be buried by his fide in another, 

C H A P. IV. 

Frovf/^ death of Numa^ to the death o/TuUuf HottU 
Uusy the third king of Rome. 




u. 



[U. C. 8a.] 



/ PON the death of Numa, the government once 
more devolved upon the fenate, and continued till the 
people elecfied Tullus Hoflilius for their king, which 
^choice had alfo the concurrence of the other part of the 
conftitution. This monarch, who was grandfon to a 
noble Roman who had formerly fignalized himf«lf a- 
gainfl the Sabincs, was every way unlike his prcdecef- 
for, being entirely devoted to war, and more fond of 
cnterpi|fe, than even the founder of the empire himfelf 
had been ;. fo that lie only fought a pretext for leading 
jhis forces into the field. 

The Albans were the firft people who gave him an 
opportunity of indulging his favourite inclinations. 
The forces of thefe two ftates met about five miles from 
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Rome, prepared to decide the fate of tl^^^Hpeftive 
kingdoms ; <fqr almofl every battle in ^"|^^B^^ ^^^ 
dccifive. The two armies we»e for lome^Br drawfl 
out In array y awaiting the fignal to begin ) both chi- 
ding the length of that dreadful fufpenfe, when an «n* 
Ofipe£\cd propofal from the Alban general pot a ftop to 
the o«Jfet# Stepping in between both armier, he oner- 
f d the Ramans a choice of deciding the difpote by fin* 
gle combat ; adding, that the fide whofe champion was 
cvercomc fliould fubmit to the conqueror* A propofal 
like this, fuii^the impious temper of the Roman 
king, and was embraced with joy by his fubjedls, eiich 
of which hpped'thathe himfclf Ihould be chofen to fight 
the caufe of his country. There were at this time 
three twin brothers in each army ; thofe of the Ro* 
mans were called Horatii, and thofe of the Albans 
Curiatii, all fix remarkable for their courage, flrengtb, 
^nd adlvity, and to thefc it was refolved to commit 
the management of the combat. At length the cham- 
pions met in combat together ; and each, totally re- 
gardlefs of bis own fafety, only fought the definadion 
cf^his opponent. The fpedlators, in horrid faience, 
trembled at every blow, and wifhed to fhare the dan- 
ger, tin fortune teemed to decide the glory of the field.. 
Viftory, that had hitherto been doubtful, appeared to 
declare againft the Romans ; they beheld two of their 
cVuimplons lying dead upon the plain, and the three 
Curiatii, who were woijndcd, flowly 'endeavouring to 
purfue the furvivor, who fccmed by flight to beg for 
mercy. Soon however, they perceived that his flight 
was only pretended, in order to feparate his antagonifts^, 
whcm he was unable to oppofe united ; for, quickly 
after, flopping his courfe, and turning upon him who 
followed moft clofely behind, he laid him dead, at his 
feet : the fecond brother, who came on to afift him 
who was fallen, only Ihared the fame fate ; and now 
there remained but the laft Curiatius to cdnquer, who, 
fatigued and quite difabled with his wounds, flowly 
came up to ofl&r an eafy vi<flory. He was killed, al- 
^ moft unreflfting; while the conqucnJT exclaiming, of- 
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fered hi|S€l^a victim to the fuperiority of the Romansj 
•whom iw^^ttfe Alban artny cenfented to obey. 

But n^llfl^ of the virtues of that age were without al- 
loy ; the very hand that in the morning was exened 
to fa ve Ilia country, was before night imbrued in the 
blood of his lifter. For, returning triumphant from 
the field, it raifed his indignation to behold her bathed 
in tears, and lamenting the lofs of her lover, one of , 
the Curiatii, to whoni (he was betrothed. This pro- 
voked him beyond the power of fuflferance, fo that he 
ilcw her in a rage. This a6lion gr«jatly difpleafed the' 
fenate, and drew on the cotidemniition of the magii^ 
trates, but be was pardoned Jsy making his appeal to 
the people. , _ ' 

Hoftilius died, - after a reign of thirty two years ; 
fome lay by lightning, others, with more probability, 
by treafofi. 



CHAP. V.^ 



J 



From the death of TuUus Hostilius, to the death of \; 
Ancus Martins^ the fourth kin^ of Borne. 



Ai 



[U. 0.1x5.] 



k^FTER an interregnum, as .in the former cale, 
Ancus Martius, the grandfon of Numa, was elefilcd 
king by the people, and the choice afterwards was con- 
firmed by the fenate. As this monarch was a lineal 
defcenden^ f rpm Nuraa, fo he feemed to make him the 
great objed of his imitation. He inftituted the fa- 
crcd ceremonies which Were to .precede a declaration 
of war ; he took every occafion to advife his fubjecla 
to return to the arts of agriculture, and to lay^afide 
the lefs ufeful ftratagems of wa?. 

Theljs inftituttons and precepts were confidered by 
the neighbouring powers rather as marks of cowardice 
, than of wifdom. The Latins therefore began to make 
incurfions upon his territories, but their fuccefs was 
equal to their juflice. Ancus conquered- the Latins, 
deftroyed their cities, removed their inhabi^nt* tf> 
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Rome, and increafed bis territoncs by the addition of 
part of theirs. He quelled alto an infurre6lion of the 
Veil, the Fidenates, and the Volfci ; and 'over the 
Sabines he obtained a fccond triumph. 

But his vidories over the enemy were by no means, 
comparable to his^orks at home, in raifingp temples, 
fortifying the city, making a prifon for roalefa^lors, 
and building a fea-port at the mouth of the Ty her, 
called Oftia^ by which he fecured to his fubjedls the 
trade of that river, and that of thje fait pits adjacent. 
Thus, having/ehriched his fubjc6ts, and beautified the 
^ity, he died after a reign of twenty four years. 

C H A P. VI. 

from the death of Ancus Martiusy to the death of 
Tarquinms Priscus^ the fifth king of Rome* 

[U.C. 138.] 

XuitJCItJS TaTqulniusr Prifcus, whofe original 
nam© was Lucumon, and who was appointed guardria 
to the fons of the late king, took the furname of T^r* 
quinius from the city of Tarquinio, from whence he 
lad came. His father was a merchant of Corinth, who 
had acquired coafidcrable wealth by trade, and had 
fettled in Italy upon account of fome troubles at home* 
His fon Lucumon, who inherited his fortune, married 
a, woman of family in the city of Tarquinio .; and as 
his birth, profefSon, and country, were contemptible 
to the nobles of the place, b)i his wife's perfuafion he 
came to fettle at Rome, where merit only made diftinc- 
tion. On his way thither, fay the hiflorians, as he 
approached the city ^ate, an eagle, {looping from a- 
bove, took flffhis hat, and flying round his chariot for 
fome time with much noife'put it on again. This, his 
wife Tanaquil, who it feems was Ikilled in augury, in-"^- 
terpreted as a prcfage that he fhould one day wear the 
crown ; and perhaps it was this which firft fired hisan^* 
bition to purfue It. 

Adcus' being dead, and the kingdom, as ufaal de- 
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ying'tipon the fen ate, Tarquin ufed all liis power 
Irarts to fet afide the children of the late king, and 
to get'himfelf elc£led in their ftcad. For this purpofe, 
upon the day appointed for clcdtion, he contrived to 
have them fent out of the city : and in a fet fpecch to 
the people, in which he urged his friendfhip for them, 
the fortune he had fpent among them, and his know- 
ledge of their government, he offered himfelf for their 
king. As there was nothing in this harangue that 
could be contefted, h had the defired cffe^, and the. 
•people, with one confent, elected him as their fove* 
rcign.'^ 

A kingdoYB, thus got by intrigue, was, notwith- 
ftanding, governed with equity. In the beginning of 
his reign, in order to recompence his friends, he added 
an hundred members more to the fenate, which made 
them in all three hundred. ^ 

But his peaceful endeavours were foon interrupted 
by the inroads of his reftlefs neighbour;!, particularly 
the Latins, oiter whom he triumphed, and whom he 
forced to b<*g a peape. He then tnmcd his arms againft 
th^ Sabines, who had rifen once morc^ and had paffed 
c^er the river Tyber ; but Tarquin, attacking therf 
with vigour, routed their, army ; fo that many , who 
efcaped the fword, were drowned in attempting to crofs 
over, while their bodies and armour, floating down to 
Borne, brought news of the viflbry «veH before the 
racffeng«rs could arrive that were fent with the tidings^ 
Thcfe con quefts were followed by feveril advantages 
over the Latins, from whom he took many towns, 
though without gaining any dccifive viAory. 
'^ Tarquin having 'thus forced his enemies into ^bmif- , 
fion, was rcfol-ved not to let his fubje£ls corrupt in 
indolence, but undertook and perfected feveral public 
works for the convenience and embellifhinent of the 
city. 

In his time alfo, the augprs came into a great in- 
creafe cf reputation, and he found it his intereft to 
promote the fupcrftition of the people, as this was in 
fa ft but to increafe their obedience, 'fanaquil, his 
wife, was a g«eat pretender to this art ; but Acciu* 
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N»vius was the moft celebrated adept of the kind that 
was ever known in Rome, Upon a certain occafion, 
Tarqfiie being refplved to try the augur's ikill, afked 
bim, whether what he was then pondering in his" mind 
could be effeded ?^'N«vius having examined his augu- 
ries, boldly affirmed that it might: ** Why then,*' 
cries the king, with an infulting fmile, " I bad thoughts 
of cutting this wbetftonc with a razor." « Cut bold- 
ly," replied the augur ; and the king cut it through 
accordingly, f Thenceforward nothing was undertaken 
in Rome Vi^ut confulting the augurs, and obtaining 
their advice and approbation. 

Tarquin was not content with a kingdom without 
alfo the enfigns of royalty. In imitation of the Ly- 
dian kings he affumed a crown of gold, an ivory throne,. 
a fceptrc, with an eagle on the top, and robes of ptir-^ 
pie. It was, perhaps, the fplendor of thefe royalties 
that firft raifed the envy of the late king's fons, who 
had now for above thirty-feven years quietly fubmitted 
:to his government.. His defiga alfo oj adopting Ser- 
vius Tullius, his lon-in-law for his fucfteffor, might 
have contributed to inflame their refentraent. What- 
ever was the caufc of their tardy vengeance, they re- 
folved to deflroy him ; and at laft found means to cf- 
fedl their purpofe,\ by hiring two ruffians, who, de- 
mandijig to fpcak with the king, pretending that tbey 
came for jufticc, ftruck him dead in his palace with the 
blow of an axe. The liiSlors, however, who waited 
upon the perfon of the king, feized the murderers, 'who 
were attempting to efcape :^they were put to ^eath ; 
but the fons of Ancus, who'werc the inftigators, found 
fafet?j)|^by flight. 

Thus fell Lucius Tarquinius, fuVnamcd Prifcus, to 
diftinguifti him from one of his fuccefforb of the fame 
name, aged fifty-Dx years, of which he bad reigned 
thirty-eight* 
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CHAP. VII. 

from the death of Tarqu'inius Priscus, to the death ef 
Servius Tulfiu^ft^e sixth king of Rome, 



T. 



[U- C 1 79.] 



HE report of the murder ol Tarquin^ filled all ht« 
fubjcA^s with complaint and indignation, while the citi- 
aens ran from every quarter of the palace to learn tli« 
truth of the account, or to take vengeance on the af- 
iaflins. In this tumult, Tanaquil, widow of the late 
king, coafidcring the danger (he muft incur in cafe tl» 
confpirators fhould fuccced to the crown, and defirouf 
«f having her fon-in-law for his fucccffor, with great ' 
art diffemblcd her forrows as well as the king's death. 
She aflur«d the people from one of the wind©w»of tho 
palace, that he was not killed butftunncd by the blow; 
that he would fhortly Recover ; and that, in the mean 
time, he had deputed hts power to Servius TulHus, hi* 
fon-in-law. "Servius accordingly, as it had been agreed 
upon between them, iffued from the palace, adorned 
"with the cnfigns of royalty, and preceded by his lie- 
tors, and went to difpatch fome affairs that related to 
the public fafety, ftiU pretending that he took allhi^ 
inflrui^ions from the king. This Tccne of diffimula* 
tiorf continued for fome days, till he had made bis party 
good among the nobles ; when the death of Tarquin 
being publicly afcertained, Servius came to the crown, 
folely at the fenate's appointment, and without at- 
tempting to gain the fuffragcs of the people. 

Servius was the fon of a bondwoman, who had been 
taken at the facking of a town belonging to the La- 
tins, and was born whilft his mother was a flave— 
While yet an infant in his cradle, a lambent flame n 
faid to have played round his head, which Tanaquil 
converted into an omen of his future greatncfs. 

Upon being acknowledged as king, the chief objedl 
of his reign wa« to increafe the power of the fenate, 
by depreffin^that of the people. The populace, who 
were unable to fee into his defigns, conferred upon him 
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% fullpowe/of fettling the taxes as he fhould tbii>t« 
proper. And accordingly, as he inftfted that tbey 
fhould pay their taxes by centuries, he commanded 
that they fliould give their votes in all public transac- 
tions by ceriturics alfo. In former deliberations each 
citizen gave his,fuffrage Cngly, and the numbers of the 
poor always carried it againft the power of the rich ; 
but by the regulations of Servius, the fenate wa« jnadc 
to confift of a greatcr.number of centuries, than all the 
other claffcs put togfther, and thus, entirely outweigh- 
ed them in every contention* 

In order to afccrtain the decreafc or decay •f hit 
fubjeAs and their fortunes, he inftituted another re- 
gulation, -which he called a luflrum. By this all th« 
citizens were to affemble in the Campus Martius, in 
complete ^rinour, and in their refpedive claffes, once 
in £ve years, and there to give an exa€l account of 
their families and fortufte; 

Having thus enjoyed a long reign, fpent in fettling^. 
the domeftic policy of the ftate^ and alfo not inatten- 
tive to foreign concerns, he conceived reafonable hopes 
of concluding it with tranquility and eafc* He had 
even thoughts of laying down his power^ and, having 
formed the kingdom into a republic, to retire into ob- 
fcurity ; but fo generous a defign was fruftrated ere it 
could be put into «?xecution. 

In the beginning of his reign, to fecure his throne 
fcy every precaution, he had married his two daughters 
to the two grandfons of Tarquin; and as he kii'^w that 
the women were of oppontedifpofitions as well as their 
intended hufbands, he refolved to crofs their tempers 
»by giving them to him of a contrary turn of temper s 
her that was meek and gentle, to him that was bold and 
furious ; her that was ungovernable and proud, to hiiti 
that was remarkable for a contrary charadter : by this 
he fuppofed that each would corre(J\ the failing of the 
other, and that the mixture would be prodii£live of 
concord. The event however proved otherwife. Lu- 
cius, his haughty fon-in-law, foon grew difplea fed with 
the meekriefs of his confort, and placed his whole a£- 
fedions upon Tullia, his brother's wife, who anfwcred 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. t^ 

Jils paffion with fynjpathctic ardour* As their wifhe* 
■were ungovernable, they foon refolved to break through 
every reftraint that "offered to prevent their union | 
both undertook to murder their conibrtfl, . which they 
effected, and were accordingly foon after married to- 
g«ther» A firfl crime ever produces a fecond : from 
the deftrudioii of theit coaforts, they proceeded to cpn- 
IpirVng that of the king. They b^gan by raiCng fac- 
tions againft hiroj alledging his illegal titjfe to the 
crown, and Lucius by claiming it as his own, as heir 
to Tarquin. At length, when he found the fenate ripe 
for feconding his views, he entered the fenate-houfe 
adorned with all the enfigns of royalty, andj placing 
himfelf upon the throne, began to harangue them up- 
on the obfcurity of the king's birth, and the injuftice 
of his title. While he was yet fpeaking, Servius en- 
tered, attended by a few followers, and feeing his 
throne thus rudely invaded, offered to pufli the ufurp- 
er from his feat ; but Tarquin being in the vigour of 
youthj threw the old man down the fteps which led to 
the throne ; andfome of his adherents, being iftftru<i]l- 
cd for that purpofe, followed the king as he was feebly 
attempting to get to the palace, and dtfpatched him by ^ 
the way, throwing his body, all mangled and Weeding, 
as a public fpedlacle into the ftreet. In the mean time, 
Tullia, burning with impatience for the event, was 
informed of what her tiufband had ^one, and refolving 
to be among the firft who fiiould falute him as mo- 
narch, ordered her chariot to the fenate houfe : but as 
her charioteer approached the place where the old kir^^ 
her father's body lay expofed and bloody, the man, all 
vmazed at the inhuman fpedlacle, and not willing to 
trample upon it with his horfes, offered to turn ano- 
ther way : this only ferved to increafe the fiercenefs of 
her anger ; fhe threw the footftool at his head, and or- 
dered him to drive over the dead body without hefita- 
tion. . 

This was the end of Servius Tullius, a prin ce of emi- 
nent juftice and moderation, after an ufcful ind. prof- 
perous reign of forty-four years* 
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CHAP. VHL 

from the death of Servhs Tulliusj to the banishment of 
Tarquinius Superhusy the ^seventh and last king of 
Rome* 

[U. C. 120.] 

J^UCIUS Tarquinius, , afterwards called Super- 
bus, or this Proud, having placed himfelf upon the 
throne, in confequence of thi» violent attempt, was re- 
fojved ,to fupport his dignity with the fame violence 
with which it was acquireS^ Rcgardlefs of the fcnate 
or the people's approbation, he feemed to claim the crown 
by an hereditary right, and rcfufed the late king's body 
burial, under pretence of his being an ufurpcr. AH the 
good part of mankind, however, looked upon this ac- 
ceffion with detieftation and horror ; and thisjaft of inef- 
ficient cruelty only fcrvedto confirm their hatred. Con- 
fcious of this/ he ordered all fuch as he fufpcded to 
have been attached to Scrvius to be put to death ; and 
fearing the natural confequences of his tyranny, he in- 
/creafed the guard round his perfon. 

His chief policy feems to have been to keep the peo* 
pie always employed either in wars or public works, by 
which means he diverted their attention from his un- 
lawful method of toming to the crown. He firjfl 
marched againft the Sabines* who refufed to pay him 
obedience, and foon reduced them to fubmiffion. He 
next began a war with the Volfci, which continued 
for fome ages after. The city of the Gabii gave him 
much more trbuble ; for having attempted with fome 
lofs to bellege it, he was obliged to dire<Sl his ejBTorts 
by ftratagem, contrary to the ufuul pradiice of the Ro- 
mans, He caufed his fon Sextus to counterfeit defer* 
tion, upon pretence of barbarous ufage, and to feek re- 
fuge among the inhabitants of the place. There, by* 
artful complaints and ftudied lamentations, he fo pre- 
vailed on the pity of the people, as to be chofen their 
governor, and foon after general of their army. At 
firft, in every engagement he appeared fuccefsful, till 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OP ROME. , j^ 

at iength, finding himfelf entirely poffefled of the con- 
fidence of the ftate, he fent a triif^ mcfFenger to ht« 
father for inflruclions. Tarquin* made no other kafwer 
^than by talking the meffenger into the garden, where he. 

. cut down before him the tall eft poppies. Sextus rea- ' 
dily underftood the meaning of this reply, and, one by 
one, found means to deftroy or remove the principal men 
of the city, ftill taking care to confilcate their cflfejSls 
among the people. The charms of this dividend kept 
the giddy popol^cc- blind to their approaching ruin, till 
they found themftUes at laft without counfellors or 
head, and in the end fell under the power of Tarquin, 
"withoiit even ftriking a blow. After this he made a 
league with the iEqui, and renewed that with the E- 
trurians, ** . 

But while he was engaged in wars abroad, he took 
care not to fuffcr the people to continue in idlei^fs at 
home* ' He undertook to build the capitol, the foun- 
dation, of which had befen laid in a former reign, and 
an- extraordinary event contributed to haften the exe- 
cution of his deftgn. A woman, in ftrange attire, made 
her appearance at Rome, and came- to the king, offer- 
ing to fell nine books, ^hich fhe faid were of her own 

. feompefitig. Not knowing the abilities df the feller, 
or that Ihe was irt fa6l one of the celcbrat|^ Sybils, 
•whofe propheciea were never found to fail, Tarquinre- 
fdfed to buy them. Upon this ffie departed and burn- 
iflg three of her books, returned again, demanding the 
fame price for the fix remaining. Being once more 
defpifed as an. impoilor, llie agail^departed, and burn-i 
ing three more, (he returned with thofe remaining, ftill 
aftcing the fame price asatfirft.^ Tarquin, fui^prifed at 
the in,con(ifll\icy of her behaviour,' confulted the au- 
gurs, to advile him what to do. Thefe much blamed 
him for sot buying the nine, and Commanded him to 
buy the thre« remaining at whatfoever price they were 
to be had. 'The woman, fays tlie hiftorian, after thus 
ft^jling and delivenng the three prophetic volumes, and 
advifing him to have^^ fpecial attentioa to what they 
contained, yaniftied from before him, and was never 
fcca after. Upon tliis he chofc proper pcrfons to keep 
C 



d by Google 



ate THE HISTORY OF THE 

them, vrho, though but two at firll, were afterwards 5n^ 
creafed to fifteen lindcr the fl^nie of quindecemviri. 
They were put into a ftone chcft, ^nd a vault in the 
ncwiy-dcfigned building was thought the propereft 
place to* lodge them in fafety. The people having 
been for four years together employed in building tli^ 
capital, began at laft towidifor foraething new to cn- 
gagt them ; wherefore Tarquin, to fatisfy their wifijes 
proclaimed war againft the Rutuli, upon a frivolous pre- 
tence of their having entertained fome malefaAors 
whom he had baniflied, and invefted their chief city, 
Ardea, which lay about fixteen raile* from Home* 
While the army was enpamped before this place, the 
king's fon, Sextus, with CoUatinus, a noble Roman^ 
and fome others, fat in a teni*drinking togetfaer; the 
difcourfe happening to turn upon the beauiy and vir- 
tue of their wives, each man praifing his own, Collatir 
nus oflfered to decide thedifpute, by putting it to an 
immediate trial, whofe wife fliould be found of the 
gi-eateft beauty, and moft feduloufly employed at that 
very hour. Being heated Vith wine, the propofal was 
relifhed by the^whole company : and taking horfe witli- 
out delay^ they ported to Rome, though the night was 
already pretty far advanced. There they found Lu- 
crctJaj the wife of CoUatinus, not like other womep 
of her age, fpending the time in eafe and luxury, but* 
fpinning in the midft of her maids, andchearfuUy por- 
tioning out their taiks. Her modeft beauty, and the 
eafy reception (he gave her buiband and his friends fo 
charmed them all, that they unanimouily gave her the 
preference ; and Sextus wasfo much inflamed, that no- 
thing but enjoyment could" fatisfy his paflGion. 

For that purpofe be went from the.cani^ to vifit her 
privately a few days after, and i^eceived tjie fame kind 
reception which he had n^et with before. As his in* 
t«ntlon& were not fufpeAed, Lucretia fat with him tt 
fupper, and ordered a chamber to be got rejdy for him 
in- the houfe. Midnight was the time in which thi.s 
' rnffian thought- it fafeft to put h^ defigns into execu- 
tion. Havinrj found means to convey hirafclf into her 
•kambcr, he approached her bedfide \yith a drawn fwo/d^ 
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and rudely laying his hand upon Her borom, threatened 
her with inftant death if (he offered to refift his pafliqni 
Locretia affrightened out oi her fleeji, and feeing death 
fo near, was yet inexorable to^ his defire, till b^ing 
told, that, if ihe would not yield., he would firft kill 
her, and then laying his own flave alfo dead by her 
fide, he would report that h<^had found and killed them 
both in the adl of adultery* The terror of infamy at* 
chieved what that of death could not obtain ; (he con- 
fented to his defire, and the next morning he returneid 
to the camp exultitig in his trutal vi£lory, " In the 
mean time, Lucretia detefting the light, and reftolving 
riot 1 5 pardon herielffor the crime of another, fent for 
her huiband Collatinus,,.and for Spunusier father, to 
come to herj as an indelible difgrace had befallen her 
family. Thefe inftaatly obeyed the fummons, bring- 
ing with them Valerius, a kinfman of her father's^ and 
Junius Brutus, a reputed idiot, whofe father Tarquin 
had murdered, and wh'o had accidentally met the mes- 
^iger By the way. Their arrival only ferved to in- 
creafc Lucretia's poignant anguifii ; they found her 
in a ftate of Red fa ft defperation, and vainly attempted 
to give her relief. " No (faid fhe) never fhall I find 
** anything worth living for in this life after having 
** loft my honor. You fee, my Collatinus, a-^poUutcd 
" wretch before you ; one whofe perfon has been the 
*« fpoil of another, but whofe afiei^ions were never 
" eflranged .from you. Sextus, under the pretended 
*< veil of friendfhip, h<is this night forced from me that 
•* treafure which death only can reftore ; but if you 
«* have the hearts of men, avenge my caufe, and let 
** pofterity kninw, that fhe who has loft her virtue, hath 
*' only death for her heft confolation." So faying, fii« 
drew a poignard from beneath her robe, and inftantly 
plunging it into her bofom, expired without a groan. 
The whole company remained for fome time fixed in 
forrow,pity, and indignation j, Spurius and. Collatinus 
at length ^ave a vent to their grief in tears; but Bru- 
tus .drawing the poighard reeking from Lucretia's 
wound, and lifting it up towards heaven, <• Be witnef?^ 
ye Gods," he cried, " That from this moment I pro- 
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♦* claim niyfetf the avenger of the chafte Lucrctia's 
•* caufe : from this moment I profcfs myfelf the eivc- 
^* my of Tarquin, and his luftful houfe ; from hence- 
•* forth this life, while life continues, (hall be employ- 
" cd in oppofition to tyranny, and for the happincfs 
" and freedom: of my much loved country.** A new 
amazement feizcd the hearers, to find him, whom they 
i>ad hitherto^ confidered *as an idiot, now appearing in 
bis real chara£ier, the friend of juftice and of Rome. 
He told them, that tears and lamentations were un- 
manly when vengeance called fo lend ; and delivering 
the poignard to the reft, impofed the fame oath, upon 
them, which he himfelf had juft taken. '* "*»;'' 

Junius Brutus was the fon of Marcus Junius, a no- 
ble Roman, who was married to thfc daughter of Tar- 
^uinius Priftus; and for that reafon, through a mo- 
tive of jealoufy, was put to death by Tarquin the 
Proud. This Junius Brutus had received an excellent 
education from his father, and hadj from nature, ftrong 
lenfe, and an inflexible attachment to virtue ; b||it 
perceiving that Tarquin had privately murc'ered his 
father and his eldeft brother, he counterfeited himfelf 
a fool, in order to efcape the fame danger, and thence 
obtained the furname of Butus. Tarquin thinking 
his folly- real, defpifed the man ; and having poflefled 
JBimfelf of his eftate, kept him as an idiot in his houfe, 
merely with a view of making fport for his children. 

Brutus, however, only waited this opportunity to 
avenge the caufe of his family. Wherefore, ordering 
Lucretia's dead b^dy to be brought out to view, and 
rxpofcd in the public forum, he inflamed tlie ardour of 
the citizens by a difplay of the horrid ttjgnfadlicn. He 
obtained a decree of the fcnatc,. that Tarquin and bis 
family flionld be forever bamftied from Rome, and that 
it fhould be capital for any to plead for, or to attempt 
his future return.. Thus this monarch, who bad now 
reignejj twenty-five years, being expelled his kingdoni| 
went to take refuge with his family at Cira, a little 
ftity of Etruria. In the mean* time the Roman ariny 
.made a truce with the enemy, and Brutus was pro- 
claimed deliverer of the people. 
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CH A P. IX. . 

Frdm the* banishment of /Tarquin^ to the appointment 
of the first BiQtat6r. 

. [U.G. 245.3 

JL HE regal p«W€r being bvcrthrown, a form a# 
gdvcrnment nominally republican, was fubftitotcd iu 
its Fooni. The^fenate, however) reierved by far the 
gr£ateft'ihare"*of the authority to themfelycs, and deco- 
rated their own body ivith all thevfjiibi of dcpofed 
monarchy; ' The centuries of the pe^le chofe from 
among the feniftors, inflead of a king, two annual ma- 
gil^ratesj whom they called confHls, with power equal 
to that of the regal, and with the fame privileges, and 
the fame enfigns of s^ithority. 

Brutus, the deliverer of his country, and CoIIatinur 
the hufband of Lucretia, were chofen firA confuls ia 
Rome. 

But this ne|f, republic, however, which fccmed fd 
grateful to th^ people, hal like to have becndeftroyed 
in its very commencement. A party was formed in 
Rome in favour of Tarquin. ,Some young men of the 
principal families in the flate, who had been educated 
about the king, and had fhared in all the luxuries o^ 
the court, undertook to re-eftabliih monarchy. This 
party fecretly increafeJ every day; ahd, what may 
create our furprize, the fons of Brutus himfelf, and 
the Aquilii, the nephews of Gollatinus, were among the 
number. Tarquin, who was informed of thefe intrigues 
in bis favour, fcnt ambafladors from Etruria to Rome, 
under a pretence of reclaiming the crown, but in rea- 
lity with a defignto give fpiritto his fa€lion. But the 
whole confplracy was diCcovercd by a flave who had 
accidentklly hid himfelf in the room where the confpi*. 
rators ufed to aflemble. Few {Ituations could have 
been more terribly affeding than that of Brutus, a fa- 
ther, placed as a judge upon the life and death of hi* 
own children, impelled by jufticc to condemn, and by 

Digftized by VjOOQIC 



34 THE HISTORY OF THi; 

flnture to fparc them. The young men accufed plead- 
ed nothing for thcmfelvcs, but, -with confcious guilt, 
awaited their fcntcnce iu lilencc and agouy. The other 
judges whq were prclcnt, felt all the pangs oi nature; 
C3llatinus wept, aad Valerius could not reprefs his 
fcntiments of pity# Brutus, alone, feemcdto have loft' 
all the foftnefs of humanity, and with a (lern counte- 
nance, and a tone of voice that marked his gloomy re- 
folution, demanded of bis Tons, if they could make any 
dcfence-to the critnes with wTiich they had been charg- 
ed. This demand he made three feveHil times ; but, 
receiving no anfwer, he at length turned bimfelf to 
the exccutioiueF. "Now," cried he, " it is your part 
to perform tlie reft.*' Thus faying, he again refumcd 
his feat with an air of determined maj4<ly ; nor could 
all the fentiments of paternal pity, nor all the implo- 
ring looks of the people, nor yet the complaints of the 
young men who were preparing for execution, alter 
the tenor of his refolution. The executioners having 
itrippcd them naked, and then whipped tlicro with 
rods, prefcntly after beheaded them : Brutus all the 
time beholding the cruel fpedlacle witlva Heady lobW 
and unaltered countenance, w4)iie the ifitiltitude gazed 
«n with all the fenfations of pity, terrori and admi- 
ration. 

All Tarquin's hopes of an infurre6lion in the city in» 
his favour being thus overthrown, he was now refolved 
to force himfe'^ upon his former throne by foreign af- 
fiftance, and to that end prevailed upon the Veians to 
afllft him, and with a coniiderable army advanced to- 
wards Rome. 
Q The confuli were not remifs in preparations 
* g 'tooppofc him, Valerias commanded the fopt^ 
end Brutus being appointed to head the caval* 
ry, went out to meet him on the Roman bordtirs.-.— 
Arnns, the fon of Tarquin, who commanded the ca- 
valry for his father, feeing Brutus at a diftauce, was 
refolved, by one great attempt, to decide the fate of 
the day, before the engaging of the armies : wherefore, 
fpurring on his horfe^ he made towards him w^h un- 
govcrnabjc fury. Bratus, who perceived bis approach*, 
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fingled ©ut frpi^ the ranks to meet him, and both met 
with fuch r^gc, that, eager only to affai^ ajid thought* 
lefi of defepding, they both fell dead upon the field 
together, A bloody battle enfucd, with equal fiaugh- 
ter on both fid^s ; but the Romans, remaining in pof- 
fcflion of the field of battk,^ claimed the viftory; in 
confeqaence, Valerius •retttrncd in trinmph to Rome. 

In the mean time, Targnin, np way intimidated by 
his misfortunes, prevailed* upon Porfenna, one of the 
kings of Etruria, to efpoufehis catlfe, and in perfoa 
undertake his <|larreh This prince, equally noted for 
courage apd Gondu6fc, marched diredly to ELome, with 
a Bumerous army, a5d laid ficge to |he city, while the 
terror of his name and* his arms filled all ranks of peo- 
ple with difmiy. The fiege was carried on with vi- ' 
gpur ; a fufioUs attack was nrade upon the place ; th« 
two cpfnfuls oppofed in vain, and were carried off 
wounded from the field ; while the Romans^ flying in 
great confternation, were purfued by the enemy to the 
bridge, over which, both vi<Sl6rs and vanquiftied were 
about to enter the city in the confufion. All now ap^* 
peared loft and over, when Horatiu^ Codes, who had 
been placed there as a centinel to defend it, oppofed 
himfelf to the torrent of the enemy, and ajDTifted only 
by two more, for fometime fuftained the whole fury of 
the affault, till the bridge was broken down behind 
him 2 when he found the communication thus cut off, 
plunging with his arms into the torrent .of the Tybcr, 
he fwam back vi^orious to his fellow-foldiers, and was 
received with juft applaufe. 

Still, however, Porfenna was determined upon taking 
the city ; and though five- hundred of his men were 
Hain in a^fally of the Romans, he reduced it to the 
greateft ftraits ; and turning the fiege int« a blockade, 
refolvcd to take it by famine. The diftrefs of\he be- 
fieged foon began to be infufferable, and all things 
feemfed to threaten a fpeedy fui'render, when another 
a(Sk of fierce bravery, ftill fuperior to that which had 
faved the, city before, again procured its fafcty and 
freedom* 
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Mutius, a youth of undaunted courage, was refolved 
to rid his country of an enemy that f« iortiy continued 
to opprcft it ; and for this purpofe, difguifed in the 
habit of an Etrurian peafant, entered the camp of the 
encmjij rcfolving to die or to kiH the king. With 
this refolution he made up to the place where Porfcn- 
lia was paying his troops, with a fccretary by his fide ; 
but, miftaking the latter for the king, he ftabbed him 
to the heart, and was immediately apprehended and 
brought back into the royal prefence. Upon Porfen- 
na's demanding who he was, and the caufe of fo he* 
nious an action, Mutius, without refer^ei informed 
him of his country and his defign, and at the fame 
time thrufling his right hand into a fire that was burn- 
ing upon the altar before him, <* You fee," cri^ he, 
*' how little I regard the fevcrcft puniihnent your cm- 
*' city can inflid upon me. A Roman knows not only 
^' how to a6t, but to fuffer : I am not the only perfoo 
" you have to fear : three hundred Roman youth, like 
" rae, h*ve confpired your deftrudlion ; therefore pre- 
** pare for their attempts." Porfenna, amazed at fo 
much intrepidity, had too noble a mind not to acknow^ 
ledge merit though found in an enemy ; he therefore 
ordered him to be fafely conducted back to Rome, and 
offered the befieged conditions of peace. Thefe were 
readily accepted on their fide, being neither hard nor 
difgraceful, except that twenty bofiages were demand- 
ed ; ten young men, and as many virgins, of the beft 
families in Ronse. But even in this inftance alfo, a> 
if the gentler fex were refolved to ht fharers in the 
defperate valour of the times, Clelia, one of the hof- 
tages, efcaping from her guards, and pointing out the 
way to the reft of her female companions, fwam over 
the Tyber on horfeback, amidft fhowers of darts from 
the enemy, and prefented herfelf to the conful. Thi« 
magiftrate, fearing the confequences of detaining her 
had her fent back : upon which Porfenna, not to be 
outdone in gcnerofity, not only gave her liberty, but 
perrnltted her to chufe fuch of the hoftages of the op- 
pofite fex as fhe fhould think fit to attend her. On 
her part, (he, with all the modefty of a Roman virgin, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. a; 

chofe only fu^ as were under fortune, alledging, that 
their tender age was leaft capable. of fuftaining the ri- 
gours of flavery. ^ 

Tar^uitt, by means of his fon-in-law Manilius, oacc 
more ftirred up the Latins to efpoufe his intcreft, and 
took the moft convenient opportunity, when the Pic- 
befans were- at variance with the fenators, concerning 
tfee payment, of their debts. Th«:fC' refufcd to go to 
"war unlcfs tneir debts were remitted upon their return; 
fo t)»at the confuls, finding their authority infufficient, 
^^^jlflfcrcd the people to ele£t a temporary magiftrate, who 
fhould have abfolate power,, net only over all ranks of 
ftate, but even over the laws themfelves. To this the 
Plebeians readily conf«rntcd, willing, to give up their 
cwn power for the fake of abridging that of their fu- 
periors. In confequeiice of this, Largius was created 
the firft dictator of Rome ; for fo- was his high office 
called, bj?ing nominated to it by his colleague in the 
confuKhip. Thus the people, who could not bear to 
lie ar the nanie of kiftg even mentioned, readily fub-p 
mittcd to a magiftrate poireffed of much greater poweg: 
fo much do tht names of things miflead us, and fo lit- 
tle is any form of government irkfome to people wheft 
it coincides with their prejudices. 

■: CB^A p. X. 

from tht creation of the first Dktoior^ to the election 
of the Tribunes of tbe People. 

[U.C. 255.] 

J^ARGIIJS, being now created did^ator, entered 
iipon his office, furroundcd with his liclors, and all the 
enfigns of ancient royalty, and featcd upon a throne 
in the mid ft of the pcpplf, ordered the levies to be 
made in the manner of the kings of Rome. The po- 
pulace looked with terror upon a magiftrate whom they 
had. inverted with uncontrollable power, and peaceably 
went each to range himfelf under his rcfpedtivc ftand- 
ard« Thus going forth to oppofc the enemy, he rt- 
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turned with his army, and before his fix months Vfctt 
expired, laid down the di^atorfhip, with the reputation 
of having cxercifcd it with blamclefs knity» 

But, though for this time the people fubroittcd to be 
led forth, yet they were refolved at 1 aft to free them* 
felves from the yoke of their fevere ro afters ; and, 
though they could not get their complaints redreffed, 
yet they determined to fly from thofc whem they could 
not move to compafiion* The complaints therefore 
continuing, they refolved to quit a city which -gave 
them no ftielter, and tb foim anew eftabliflimcnt with-* 
out its limits. Tbey therefore, under the conduiSl of a 
Plebeian, named Sicinius Bellotua, retired to a moun- 
tain, from thence called Mons Sacer, on the banks of 
the river Anlo, within about three miles from Rome. 

Upon the news of this defection, the city was filled 
with tumult and confternation ; thofc who wilhcd well 
to the army made all the attempts they could, to fcale 
the ^alls in order to join it. The fenate was not lefs 
agitated than the reft : fomc were for Tiolentmcafures,' 
apd repelling force by force; others were of opinion 
that gentler arts were to be ufed, and that even a vic- 
tory over fuoh enemies would be worfe than a defeat. 
At length, therefore, it was refolved to fend a rae^ 
fenger, entreating the army to return home and de- 
clare their grievances, promifing at the fame time an 
oblivion of all that had paffe^i 

This meffagc not fucceeding, Menenius Agrippa, 
one of the wifeft and beft of the fenators, was of opi- 
nion that the people were to be complitd with. 

It was therefore refolved to enter into a treaty with 
the peaple, and to make them fuch offers as fl)ould in- 
duce them to return. Ten commiffi^ners were accord- 
ingly deputed, at the head of whom were Largius and 
Valerius, who had beeri dit^ators, and Menenius 
Agrippa, equally loved by the fenate and the people. 
The dignity and the popularity of thefe anibaffadors 
procured them a very refpedable reception among the 
foldiers, and a long conference began between them. 
Largius and Valerius employed all' their oratory on the 
one hand; while Sicinius and Lucius Junius, who were 
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the fpokcfraen pf the ' foldiciy, aggravated their dif- 
trcffes with all that mafculine eloquence which is the 
child of nature^ The conference had now continued 
for a long tiroe, whfn Menenios Agrippa who had been 
originally a Heheian himfeif, a fhrewd man, and who 
confequently knew what kind of elo'quencc was moft 
likely to pleafe the people, addreffad them with that 
celebrated fable which is fo finely told us by Livy,— 
" In times of old, when eveiy part of the body could 
think for itfclf, and each had a fepjirjte will of its 
own, they all, with corn nion col>fent, refolved to re- 
volt agaifiil the beily ; they knew no reafon, they faid, 
why they fhould toil from morning to night id its fer- 
vice, while the belly in the mean time lay at its eafc 
in the mid ft of them all^ and indolently grew fat upon 
their labours ; accordingly, one and all, they agreed 
to befriend it.no more# The feet vowed they would 
carry it no longer ; the hands vowed they would feed 
it no longer ; and the teeth averred they would not 
chew a morfcl of meat^lhough it were placed between 
them. Thus refolved, they all for fonae time fhewed 
their fpirit, and kept their word ; but foon they found, 
thjtt inftead of mortifying the belly by thefe means, 
they only undid themfelves ; they languiflhed for a 
while, and perceived when too late, that it was owing 
to the belly that they had ftrength to work, or courage 
to mutiny.*' . ■ ■ ^ 

This fable, the application ,of which is obvious, had 
*n inftantai)eous effe^ upon, the people. They unani- 
moufly cried out that Agrippa ftiould lead them back 
to Rome ; and were making preparations to follow 
him, when Lucius Junius, before mentioned, withheld 
them ; alkdging, that ^though they were gratefully to 
acknowledge the kind offers of the fenate, yet they 
had no fafeguard for 'the future againft their refent- 
nient ; that therefore it was neceffary for the fecurity 
of the people, to have certain officers created, annually 
from among themfelves, who fiiouid have power to give 
luvh of them as fliptild be 'inji|red redrefs, and plead 
:hs C3i|fe af tlie coaamynity. 
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The people, yf\^o arc ever of opinioa with the latV 
speaker, highly applauded this propofal; which yet the 
tommiffiojiers had not power to comply with ; they 
therefore fent to Rome to take th^^inftrudions of the 
fcnatc, who, worried with divifionsamojig thcmfclves, 
and harrafled hy complaints from wuheut, were re- 
folved to have peace at whatfoever ' price it fli«uld be 
obtained ; accordingly, as if with one voice, they con- 
fentcd to the creation of their new officers', who were 
called Tribunes v/ the People^ Appius alone protcfting 
with vehemence againft the meafurt. 

The tribunes of the people were at fir ft five in num- 
ber, though afterwards their body was increafed to five 
more. They were always annually elcdled by the pea- 
pie,' and almoft always from their body. They at firft 
had their feats placed before the door of the fenate- 
honfe, and being called in, they were to examine 
every decree, annulling it by the word veto^ I for hid 
it; or confirming it by figning the letter T, which 
gave it its validity. This new office being thus infli- 
tuted, Sicinius Bellutus, Lucius Junius, Caius Licini- 
us, Albinus, and Icilius Ruga, were the firft tribunes 
chofen by the fuffrages of the people. The fenate alio 
made an edid confirming the abolition ©f debti ; and 
now all things being adjufted, both on the one fide and 
the other, the people, after having facrificed to the 
gods of the mountain, returned back once more in 
triumph to Rome. 

GH AP. XI. 

From the creation of the Tribunes, to the appointment 
of the Decermoiri* 



Dt 
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PURING the late feparation, all tillage had 
been entirely negleded, and a famine was the conf*-, 
quen.ce the enfuing feafon.' The fenate did all that 
lay in their power to remedy the diftrefs ; but the peo- 
ple, pinched with want, and willing to throw the hlanie 
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©n any but -tlwfhifclres, afcribed the whole of their dif. 
trefs to the avariicc of the patricians, iwho,'having pur- 
chafed all the corn, as was aUWg'ed, intende<I to in- 
den^nify themfelve^fbr the abolition of debts, *by fel- 
ling it out to great advantage. But alitindance^foon 
a&er apppafed them for a time. A large ^eet M flHjji 
laden with corn from Sicily, (a great part of which 
was a prefent from Gelon, the king of that counxry, 
to the Romans, ai»d the reft purchafcd by the fenatc 
with the public money) raifed their fpirits once more.' 

Bat Coriolanus incurred their refentmjpt, Jsy infift- 
ing that it fliould not be diftributed till the grievancei 
of the fei|ate were removed. For this tjje ..tribunes 
fttOimoned'^him to a trial before the peopler 

When the appointed day was come all perfons were 
filled with the greateft expedlations-, and a vaft con* 
courfe from tlie adjacent country affembled and filled 
up the Forum. Coriolanus upon this prcfcnted bimfeli 
before the people, with a degree of intrepidity that 
merited J^etter fortune. His graceful perfon, his per- 
fuadve eloquence^ the cries of thofe whom he had 
faved from the enemy, inclined the audit'Srs to relent. 
But being unable to anfwer what was alledged againft 
him to the fatisfadlion of the people, and utt«rly con- 
fdnnded with a new charge of having embezzelled the 
plunder of Antium, the tribunes immediately- took the 
▼otes, and Coriolanus was condemned to perpetual 
exile. 

This fentence againft their braycft defender ftrucb ' 
the whole body of the fenate with forrow, confterna- 
tipn, and^, regret. Coriolarfus alone, 4n the mid ft of 
the tumult, feemed an unconcerned fpedlator. He re- 
turned home, followed by the lamentations of hundredf 
of the moft refpe£lable fenators and citizens of Rome, 
to take a lafting leave of his wife, his children, and 
his mother, Veturia. Thus recommending his little 
children to their care, and all tp the care of heaven, 
he left the city without followers or fortune, to take 
refu/afc with Tullus Attius, a man of great power amOn^ 
the Volfcians^ who took him under Jiisprotcdron, zt3k 
efpovktedhh quarrel* 

9 
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The firft thing to be done, -^as to induce t^e VoU 
fci to break the league •which had been made with. 
Rome, and for this purpofe Tullus fent many of his 
citizens "thither, in order to., fccfomc games at t,feat 
time celebratfcg ; but in the mean tijjie gave the'fenita 
private information that the (Grangers had dtiitgeroiis 
intentions of burning the city* This had the delired 
fcffed ; the fctiite iffued an order, tliat all fttangers, 
•whoever they were, fliould depart §fQT^ Rome before 
iuniet. This order Tullus reprefented to his country- 
men ^s in in|ra6liott of the treaty, and -procured an 
embaffy to Rome, complaining of the breach^ and re* 
demanding* z\\ the territories belonging to the Volfci- 
ans, of which they had been violently difpoftcfrcd, de- 
claiing war in cafe of a refufal J but this mcffage was 
treated by the fenate with contempt. ' 

War being thus declared on both (ides, Coriolanus 
and Tullus w«re made generals of the Volfcians, and 
accordingly invaded the Roman territories, ravaging 
and laying waftc all fvich lands as belonged t^^the Ple- 
beians, but letting thofe of the fenators rerhain uu, 
touched. In ^he mean time, the levies wept on but 
flowty at Rome. The two confuls, who were re-eledl- 
fd by the people, feemed but little ikilled in war, and 
even feared to encounter a general whom they knew tt> 
be their fuperior in the field. The allies alio (hewed 
their fears, and flowly brought in their fuccours ; fo 
that Coriolanus continued to take their towns one after 
the other. Fortune followed him in every expedition ; 
and he was now fo famous for his vicSlories, tl;iat the 
Volfci left their^towns defelicelefs to follow ^^im into 
the $eld. The very foldiers of bis colleague's army 
came oVer to him, and would acknowledge no other 
general. Thus finding himfelf unoppofed in the field, 
and at the head of a numerous army, he at length in- 
vefted the city of Rome itfelf, fully refolved to beficgc 
it. It was theii that tlw? fenate and the people unani- 
inoufly agreed to fend deputies to him with propofals 
of refltoration, in cafe he fliould draw off his array. — « 
Coriolanug received ^ their propofals at the head of his 
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^^rincipal oncers, add with the ftemnefs'of a gen ; 
tha* was to givethe law refiif(^ their offers. ' 

Another embaffy was now feijt. forth, conjuring ii 
not to exaft from his native city aught but what i 
came Romans to grant. GoriolaSusj however, na 
rally indexible and fcvere^ dill perfifted in his foni 
demands, and granted them but thr^ days, in wh 
to finifb their d^iiberations. *In this exigence, all t 
jvasleft was lii^ther deputation flill more folemn tl; 
either of ,the formic r, eompofed of the pontrffs, 
priefts, and the augurs. Thefe, cloathed in their 
bit& of ceremony, and with a grave and mournful 
portment, iffued from the city, j|^nd entered the ca 
. of the conqueror ; but all in vain ; they found .1 
levers^and inflexible as before. * 

When the people faw them return ineffedually, tl 
began to give up the commonwealth as loft. Tl 
*tcmpJis were filled % with old men, w^ith women ; 
children^ whoi.proftrate - at their altars, put up tl 
i^jpdent piayers for the prefervation ©f their country 
Nt>thing was to be heard but anguifli and Iamcntati< 
' northing to be feen but fccnes of affright and diftr; 
At length it was fuggefted' to them, that what co 
not be effected by the interceflion of the fenate, or 
.adjuration of the priefts, might be brought about 
the tears of bis wife, or the commands of, bis mot! 
This deputation feemed to be rclifhed by all ;' and c 
the^enate itfelf gav®-it th2 famStion of their author 
Veturia, the mother of Coriolanns, at firft made fc 
hefitatiorj to undertake fd^pious a work, knowing 
inflt*xible t^nper ofLfcer fon, and fearing only to (1 
his'difobedience in a njsw point of light, by rejed 
tfie commands of a pf^rcnt : ^howcver^^ (he at laft 
dercook the enibafly, and fet forward frdrft the c 
ac9ompanied by many *i>f the principal matrons 
Rome, with Volumnia his wife, and h^two childi 
C©riolanus,'Who at st diftance difcovered thit roourr 
train of females, wa^ refolved to give them a den 
and called i)ijS officers round him to be witneffcs of 
. refclutian ; but, when told that his mother apd 
wife were araongthe number, he Inftantly eamc dc 
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irom his tfibunal to meet and embrace them. At firft, 
the wewcn's tears an 4, embraces tool^away the pftwer 
•f words ; and the rough foldier himfelf, hard as he 
was, could not refrain from fcaring in their diftrefs.— . 
Coriolanus now fejijmed much agitated by contending 
pafiions J while bis mother, who faw him moved, fc- 
conded her words by the moft perfuafive eloquence) her 
tears : hts wife and children hung ro||nd him, entreat- 
ing for proteiflion and pity ; while her^Jair train^ liej* 
companions, ,addcd their lamenfatiofls, and deplored 
"their own and!*their country's diftrefs, Coriolanus for 
a. moment was filcnt, feeling the ftrong confliA between 
lionour and inclination : at length, as if roufed from 
hi|,drea<h, he flew to take up his mother, who had fal- 
len at his feet, crying out, "O my mother, thou haft 
•< faved Rome, but lofl thy fon," He accordingly gav« 
•rders to draw off the army, pretending to the ofiiccrs 
4h*at the city was too ftrong to be taken. Tull#i wh* 
had long envied his glory, was not rerpifs in aggrava- 
ting the lenity of his condudl to hi5 country nn^n. Upon 
their return Coriolanus was ilain in an infurrcdlioif i>f 
♦he peopte, and afterwards honourably buried, withlat^ 
and ineffectual repentance. 

Great and many were the public rejoicings at Rome 
upon the retreat of the Volfcian army ; but they were 
,ftlouded foon after by the intrigues of Spurius Caflius, 
jirho, wanting to make himfelf defpotic by means' of 
the people, was found guHty of a* number of crunes^ 
all tending towards altering the conftitution, and was 
thrown headlong from tl^ Tarpeian rock, by thofe 
yery people whofe interefts he ha^ endeavoured to ex- 
tend. :_ - ' 'r ■ 

The year followingf the t|i^o confuU of the former 
year, Manlius' and Fabius, were cited by the tribunes 
to appear before the people. ^^The Agrarian law, whicli 
fcad been pr<^fed fomc time befor^j for equally di- 
viding the lands of the commonwipalih an^ong the peo-* 
pie, was the object invariably pnrfued, and they were 
accufed of having made unjuflifiablc delays in putting 
it off. ^ ' ^ 
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: It feems, the Agrari^ law was a grant the fenate 
could not think of giving up to the j)eopre. The con- 
fuls therefore m^de many delays arid*excufesj till at 
length they were once more obliged to have rtcourfe 
It6 a dictator, and they fixed upon Quintus Gincinna- 
tus, a man, who hid for fome time giveti up all views 
of ambition, and retired to his little farm, where the 
,deputies of the fenate found him holding the plough, 
and dreffed in the mean attire of a Jajbouring hufband- 
man. He appeared but little elevated* Vuh the ad- 
tdreffes of ceremony, and the pompous habit's they 
brought hint; jgind upon 'declaring tt) him the fen ate *f 
pleafiire, he teflified rather a confeern* that his aid (hould 
be wanted: he naturally preferred the charms of a 
country retirerrient^to the fatiguing fplendors of office, 
and only faid to his wife, as they were leading him 
aw^j,' ** I fe**»'» i^y Attillia, that for this year our lit* 
^i tie fields muft remain unfow,n." Thus taking a ten* 
acr leave, he departed for the cit)gii where both parties 
•were ftrongly iniamed againft each other, , However, 
he was relglvcd t;^(? fide with neither : but by a ftrift at- 
tention to the interefts cf his country, inftead 0^ gain- 
ing the confidence of fad^ion to fci'ze the efteem of all* 
Thus by threats, and well timed fubmiJJiQn, h« pre- 
vailed upon the tribunes to put off their law for a time, 
at)d carried himfelf fo as to be a. terror to the multi- 
tude whenever tfiey refufed to enlift ; and their grjcateft 
cncourager, whenever their Tub million deferred it.-— 
^hus having Fcftci-ed that tranquility to the people, 
which he fo mSch loved himfelf, he agam gave up the 
fplend'ors of ambitionj'^to enjoy it with a giseat^r relilh 
in his little farm. * 

TT p Cincihnatus was not long retired from his 
office, ^hen afrefii exigence of the flate oikc 
^^* xnore require'd his afli^lance^ the M({m and 
the Volfci, who, tffough (till worlled, ftill Were fo^ re- 
newing the war, made new inroads into thp territories 
of Rome. ' Minutius, one of the confuls who fucceed- 
ed Cincinnatus, W-as fent 16 oppofe them ; but being 
naturally timid, and rather more afraid of being con- 
quered than defirous of vi6Vory, his aroly was drii^n 
Da 
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,into a defile between two mountains, from whkbj^ex* 
cept through the enemy, there was no cgrefs. This, 
Jhowever, the Mf{m had the precaution to fortify, by* 
which the Roman army jwas fo hemmed in on cvefy 
iide, that nothing remained but fubmiflion to the €|^e- 
my, famine, or immediate death. Some knights who 
found means of getting away privately through the ene- 
my's camp, wefe the firft that brought the account of 
this difafter to Rome* Nothing could ci^ceed the coii- 
fternafion of all ranks of people when informed of it : 
the fenate at firft thought of the other conful;^ but jiort 
having fufficient experience of his abilities, they una- 
' nimoi^ily turned their eyes upon Cincinnatus, and re- 
iblved to make nim dilator. Cincinnatus, the only 
perfon cfti whom Rome could no^" place .her whole de- 
pendence, was found, as b^re, by the meffengers of 
the fenate, labouring in his littk field with rhearful 
iaduftry. He was at fi^rft aftonifhed at the enli^s of 
unbounded power» with which the deputies came to in- 
veft him ; but ftili moreat the approach of the princi- 
pal of the fenate, who came 6ut toi meet }iim. A dig- 
nity fo unlooked for, however, hac^o eS6^ upon the 
fimplicity or the integrity of his maniiers : and being 
now poffeffei of abfolute power, and called upon tone- 
■aiiiate his mafter of the horfe, he chofe a poor man 
named Tarquitius, one who like himfclf defp'rfed ricbes 
vhen they led todi(honour« Thus ijie faving a great 
»ation was devolved upon an huibaniman taken froco 
the plough, and an obfcure centinfl found among tj|^ 
dregs of tbciarmy^ Upon entering ^e city, the die-: 
tator put on a ferene look, an4 entreated all tliofe who 
were able to bear arms to repair before funfet to the 
Campus Martjus (th« place where the levies were made) 
with fieceffary arms and provifions for five days. He 
put himfelf at the head of thefej and marching all 
night with gr<?at expeditlfen, bp arrived before day 
within, fight of the enemy. Upon his approach, Jie 
ordered hfs foldiers to raife a loud fliout, to arpprife the 
CQuful's array qf thci relid^ that was*at hand. The iSqui 
were not a little amazed, when they faw themfelveA 
%eti?ee.n- tw^ enemies, but ftill more yfh^ they pejr* 
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ceived Cincinnatus making the ftrotigeft entrenchments 
beyond them, to prevent their efcape, and^inclofing 
them as they h^d eiijlofed the conful. To prevent 
this, a furidtis combat enfued ; but the Mqu'i being 
attacked on both fiiSeS; and unable to refift or fly, beg- 
ged a ccfTation of aritis. They offered the diaatorjiis 
own terms; he gave them their lives : but obliged 
them, in token of fervitude, to pafs under the yoke, 
•which was two fpears fet upright, and another acrofs, 
in form of a giiHows, beneath which the vanqoifhed, 
-were to mf^ch. Their ckptains and generals he made 
prifoners of war, being jeferved to adorn his triumph.'' 
As for the plunder of the enemy's camp, that he gave 
entirely up to his own foldiers, without referving any 
part for hirafelf, or^permitting thofe of the delivered 
army to have a (hare. Thus ha\^ng refcucd a Roman 
army from inevit2|^e deftrudlion, hivii^ defeated a 
powerful enemy, having takeiy and fortified^ their city, 
and, ftill more, havihg refufed a|iy part of the fpoil^ 
he refigned his didatorfhip a%er having enjoyed it but 
fourteen days. The fenate would^ have enriched him, 
but he declined their 'proffers, chufing to retire once 
more to his farm and^cottage, content with temperance 
and fame. 

But this* repofe from foreign Ini«jfion did npt Icffen 
tfie tumults of the city wfthin. The clamours for the 
Agrarian law ftill continued, and ftill inort fiercely; 
■when Siccius Dentatus, a Plebeian, advanced, in years^ 
tut of an admirable pcrfon and military deportment, 
came forward to enumerate h't9 hardships and his me- 
rits. This old folditr made no fcruple of extolling the 
various atchievements of his youth : but indeed his 
jnerits fupported oftentatioH. He ha3 ferved his coun- 
try in the wars foi?|y years ; he had been an officer 
thirty, firft a centurion, and then a tribune ; he bad 
fought one fcundred and twenty battles ; in which, by 
the force of his fingle arm, ^ he liaif faved a multitude 
of lives: he had gained fourteen civic, three mural, 
and eight gulden crowns, hefidcs eighty-three chains, 
fixty bracelets, eighteen gilt fpears, and.twcnty -three 
fcorfe trappings, whereof nine.wcre for killing the en9^ 
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iTiy in {Tngic cembat : moreover, he had received for- 
ty-five wounds, all before, and none behind. Thefc 
^vere bis boiiouri'; yet notwithAiindij|g.^l this, he had. 
never received any (hare of thofelftnds which were wort 
from the enemy, but continue^ to draw on a life of 

• poverty and contempt, while others were poffeffed of 

• thofe very tetritories which his valour had won, withr 
out any iirerit tode|erve th|?ro, or ever;j^aving qontri^ 
buted to the conqueft. A cafe of fo much hardfhip, 
had a (Irong effect upon ^c multitude : they unani-' 

■ B\oully denmnded that the* law might bet-pafFed,. and 
that fiich merit (liould not go tinrewarded. It was in 
'vain that fom'e of the feiiators rofc up to fpeak againft 
' it ; their voices were drofwried by the cries of the pecr- 
ple. When reafon therefore could no longer be heard, 
paflion, as ufual, flTcceeded ; and the young patricians 
running fur?oufty into the throng broke the balloting 
urns, and difperfed tfie multitude that pifered' to op- 
pole them. For this they were fome tiitie after £neil 

* by the tribunes,'but t^ir refolution never^helefs, for 
' theprefent, put off the Agrarian law. 

. * ''^ CHAP. XII. 

FrQmthe creation of the Jkecemi^tri{ t^ the eXtincitign 

* \, .■' ^- of that office. 

[U. C. 302.] ' 

HE common we*iilth of Rome had now for ne^r 
"Cxty years been iJuduating between the contending 
orders th^t a«>n;^ofed it, till at length each fide, as 
if 'weary', were willing to refpire a;; while from the 
mutual exertions of their claims The citizens, now 
the r't fore of every rank, began to complain of the ar- 
•VitraiT decifions o.£their m-c^giftrates, and*wifhedto be 
guided by aVritten Kody^f laws, which being known, 
^ might prevent wrongs as well as plinifli them. In this, 
both th6 fenate ahd the people concurred, as hoping- 
that fuch laws would r put an end to the commotions 
that fo long had harraffcd the ftatc. It was ^hereupon 
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agreed that ambaffadors fhoijld be fent to the Greek 

Cities in ItaT)'^ and to Athens, to hnim hotne luch* 
laXvs from the nee,*' as by cxperieiKC had been fJound 
mo ft equitable and ufefuh For this purpoie three fe- 
nators, Pofthuifiius, Sulpicins, and Manlius, were fix- 
ed uponj and gallies aiiigned to convoy them agreea- 
ble to the roaj^fty of the Roman people. While they 
were open tfiis commiffion abro^ a dreadful plague 
depopulated the city at- home, and fupplied the inter- 
val of th^r abfence with other, anxiety than that of 
wiflies for their return. ^In about a year. the plague 
ceafe'd, a«d the ambalTaaors returned, bringing home 
a body of laws colIe<5led from the moft civilized ftat?s 
of Greece and Italy, which being afterwards formed 
into ten tables, and jftwo more being added,, ^ade that 
celebrated code, called the laws of the Twgflve Tables, 
many fragments of which remain tdjtthis day. . 

The ambaffadors were no foonq^ retunicd, than thte 
tribunes required. tbat a bo^ of ^ men flionld be chofen 
to dig«{l thek'new Ia\v5 into proper form, and to g^iv© 
"weight to the execution of*them. Afte»long debates 
whether Ihis c!hoice Ihoald iot be partly made ftom 
the pepple as well as the patricians, it was ai laft ajgreed 
that ten of the principal fenators ftiould be eledled, 
"whofe power, continuing for a year, (bould . be equal 
t<^'that of kings and ccnfuls, and that without #Dy aps^ 
peal. The perfons chofen were Appius and Genutlus, 
who had been elefled con fu Is for the enfuing year ; 
Pofthumius, Sulpicius, ^ud Manlius, the three ambaf- 
fadors^ S-xtus and Romulus, former confuls ; with 
Julius, Ve.turius, and Horatius, fenators of the firft ^ 
confideration. Thus the whole conftitution of. the 
ftate at once took. a new form,' aiiid H (fPeadful experi- 
ment was going to he tried, of governing one nation 
by Jaws formed from the manners and cuflcms of ano- 
ther. '* * 

The decemviri, being now inverted witU abfolut-e 
power, agreed to take the reins of government by t'jrns, 
and that each (hould difpenfe jufticcfov a day. 

Thefe magiftrat^ for the firft year wrought with ex^* 
Kcme application; aiid their work being' finifhed, it' 
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was cxpycAed that they would be contented to give tip 

* their offidcsj^ but having known the charms o£^6^.er, 
they were now unwilling to reiigifit; they therefore 
pretended "that fome laws were yet wanting to com- 
plete their defign, and entreated the fenate for a con- 
tinuince of their offices ; to which that body affented. 

But they foon threw off the maik of moderation, and 
regardlcls either of the approbation of ihe fenate or 
the p«ople, refolved to continue thcmfelvcs, a^ainft 
.. all order, in the decern virate. A conduct* fo notori- 
ous produced difcontcnt?, aiid thefe were as fure to 
produce frelh adts of tyranny. The city was bepomc 
i'laiofl a defart with refpcil to all who had any. thing 
to lofe, and the decemvir's raj>acity was then only dif- 
Continuod, when tliey wanted fr^fli obje«5\s to cxercifc 
it upon. \?In this flute of flavery, profcription and 
mutual diflruft, n^t one citizen was found to (hike for 
his cduntry'9*freed7in ; -thefe tyrants continued to rule 
without eontroul, 'be^ng tonftantly guarded, not with 
their liclors alone, blit a nunipraus crowd of depend- 
ents, clients^ and even patricians^ jyhom tl^ir vices 
ha3 confederated roun d^t hem. 

In this gloomy fituation of the {late, the iEtJuiand 
Volfci, thofe coiiPrant enemies of the R.omans, under- 
took their iacuiTioiis, refolved to profit by the inteftine 
divifioBs of the people, and advanced within abouV'ieii 
mites of Rome. . . 

Hut the decemviri being put in poH'eflion of all the 
military, as well as of the civil power, divided tlieir 

* army into three parts ; whereof one continued with 
" Appius in \he city to keep it in awe ;. the other tv;o 

Vi^ere commanded by his colleagues, and were led, one 
ar^ainrt the feqiil, and the other, againft the Sabine^. 
. Ths Roman foldiers had now got into a method of 
punifhlii^ the generals whom they difliked, Jby fnffer- 
ing themfelvcs to be vanqwiiKed in the field. They 
put it in pradice on this occafion, and fliamefully aban- 
doned their camp upon the approach of the enemy. — 
Never was^the news of a vidory rrtorc joyfully receiv- 
ed at Rome than the tiding of ^thfsMefeat ; the gene- 
rals, as is dwayi the cafe, were blamed for the trea<:h- 
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try of their men, fome demanded that they flionld he 
depofed, others Cried out for a didiator to lead tlise 
troops to conqueft; but among^ the reft, old Siccius ' 
Dentatub,^ the tribune, fpdke his lenliments -with hU 
iifual opennefs ; ^nd treating the g^erals with con-/ 
tempt, flieWed all the faults of their difcipline in the 
camp, and their condudl in the field. Appjius. in the 
mean time wa^ not remifs in obferving the' ^ifrofitiQii 
of the people.. DentatuS'in particular was marked out 
for vengeance, and, under pretence of doing him paf- 
ticular honour, he was appointed > legate, and pfet at 
the head of the fupplies which were fent from Rome 
to reinforce the army. The office of legate was held 
facred among the Romans, as in it were unitad the 
authority of a general, with the reverence due to the 
priefthooa. Dentatus, no way fufpedling Ms defign, 
we;nt to x&e'camp wilfe alacrity, where iie was received 
with all the external marks of refpeiji. But*the gene- 
rals foon found means of indulging *hpir de fire of re* 
venge. ^^ He was appointed at the head of an hundRfi 
men to go and examine a more -eommodloiis place for. 
CDGampment as he had* very candidly affurcd the com- 
mander* J;J)at their prefentfituati^n was wrong. "The 
foldicrs, liowevcr, who were given as His attendants, 
were affafiins ; wretches who had long been mjiiiflers>^ 
of the vengeance of the decemviri, and who now en- 
gaged to murder him, though with all thofe appjieben- 
fions, vsjhich his repiit^tio%, as he was*ca^led the Ro- 
man 'Achilles, might be feippofed ;jto infpire. With 
thefe defig-ns they led him from the way into the hol- 
low bofom of a retired lnount^tki, wjiere they began' to 
fet upon him from behind. Dentatus now toc^ late per- 
ceived the treachery of. the decemviri, and "Was rcfolv- 
ed to fell hii|rlife as dearly as he could ; he therefore 
put his back to a rock, and defended- himfelf againfl 
thofe wbd preffed moli clofely. Though ijow grown 
old, he had ftill the remains-of his former valour, and 
killed no lefs than fifteen of the alTailants, and wound- . 
ed thirty with his own han<^. The affaflins now there- 
fore terrified '^t his amazing bravery, fliowered in their 
javelins upon him at a^ di^siuce all whick he received . 
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I. 
in hi« fljield with undaunted rcfolution. T1)C combat, 
thiough fo unequal in numbers, was managed for fome 
time wltli' doubtful fucecfs, till at Icngtb his affailanti 
bethought the«ifelves of afcending the rock againft 
which he- flood, 4hid thus poured d<^wa^lones upon him 
from above. This fucceeded, . th^ oJ4 foldierfcll.be- 
neath theii; united efforts, after having Ihewnj by his 
death, that he owed it to his fortitude, and not his 
fortune, that he had come off ft) many times vidorious. 
Thfi decemviri pretended to join in the general for- 
row ffft fo brave a man, and^ decreed' him a funeral 
•with" the firft military honbursj but the greatnefs of 
their apparent diftrefs, compared with their known 
hatred,^ only i^ndered them ftill moi'e deteftable to the 
people. . ■_ 

But a tranfaAion ftill more atrocious than the foi*w 
mer ferycd to iii^ire the citizens ^ivith a refolution to 
break ali Aeafures of obedience, and at laft to reftort 
flpeedom. Appiusjiwh© ftili remained at Rome, fitting 
ope day on hrs tribunal to difpenfe juftice, faw a»maid- 
en pf exqfiifite b«atity, and aged (about £fteefi, pajSing 
to one of the public fchools, attended Sy a matron, 
her ri&rfe. The chargis of this damfel, heigh^yfted by 
all the innocence of virgin raode%, caught ISk atten- 
tion, and fired his keart. The day following, a« ihe^ 
paffed, he found her ftill more beautiful than before, 
lind hi^reaft ftill more inflamfed. He now therefore 
refolved t^-obta^nfthe gratifi^ticy^. of his pafiion what- 
ever fhotild lie the eonftque»ce, and found mean^ to 
inform himfelf of the virgin's name and family. Her 
Hatlft was Virginia :^flie «r^s the daughter of Virginiusj 
a centurion, then with the army in the field, and bad 
been contrsM^lel to Icilius, formerly a tribune of the 
. |>eople, who had agreed to marry htf sit thread of the 
preffuit campaign. Appius at firft refolyed to brc;ak 
this match, and to efpoufe her himfelf j but the laws 
«f the Twelve Tables had forbidden the patric'ians to 
intermarry vlfh the* plebeians; and he coiild not %n^ 
fringe thde, as he was the enadlor of them. Nothing 
therefore remained but a criminal enjoyj^icnt, which, 
IS he wjis long iifcd to the indulgence pf his paffiong. 
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lie tefolvcd to obtaiiu After having vainlf tried to 
corrupt thfe fidelity of her riurfe, be'had recourfc to 
another expedient ftill i»ore guilty.. He pitched upon 
one Claudius, ^vho had long been tj^ miniftcr of hi« 
pleafures, to al&rt the beautiful maid was hir flavc, 
and to refer the caufe to his tribunal for decifion.— 
Claudius behaved exadlly according to his inftruAipns, 
for entering into the fchool where Virginia was play- 
ing «moi% her female companions, he fei?5c'd upon her 
as his property, and ^as going to drag her away by 
force, but yras prevented by the people dr^wn together 
by her cries. At length, after the firft heat of oppo- 
|itto|i,was over, he led the peeping virgin to the tri- 
bunal of Appius, and there plaufibly expofed his pre- 
teniions. He affcrtcd that ihe was born in his houfc 
of a female flave, who fold her to the wife of Virgini- 
as, who had been barren ; that he had fevcral credi- 
bly Evidences to prove the truth of what iie faid ; but 
that j until they c^uld come together, it was reafona- 
ble the flavc fhguld be delivered into his cuftady, be- 
injg her proper mafler. Appius feemed to be flruck 
with the jufticc of his claims ; he obferved, that if the 
reputed father himfelf were prefcnt, he might indeed 
he willing tp delay the delivery>of the maiden for fomc 
time, but .that it was not'lawftil for him in the prelcnt 
cafe to detain her from her lawful mafter. He there- 
fore adjudged her to Claudius, as his flave, to^be kept 
by him till Virginius fliould be able to prove his pa- 
ternity. This fentence'was received with loud cla- 
ipotirs and reproaches by the multitude : the women iii 
particular came round the innocent Virginia, as if 
willing to prote^ her from the judge's fury, while 
Iciiius, her .lover, boldly oppofcd the decree, and obli- 
ged Clandips to take refuge under the tribunal of the 
decemvir. AU things now threatened an open infur- 
rc^ioHj when Appius, fearing the event^ thought pro- 
per to fufpend his judgment tilt the arrival of Virgini- 
us, who vras then about eleven miles from Rome with 
the army. The day following was fixed for the trial, 
and in the mean time Appius fent letters to the gene- 
rals to con£ne Virginius, as kis arrival in town might 
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only fcrve to kindle fedition among the people, Thefc 
letters, however, were intercepted by the centurion's 
friends, who ffnt him down a full relatfon of the de-> 
fign laid againft the liberty and the honour of his only 
daughter, Virgimus upon this pretending, the death cdf a 
near relation, got permifTion to leave the camp, and flew 
to Rome, infpired with indignation and revenge. Ac- 
cordingly the next day, he appeared before the tribu- 
nal, to the aftonilhraent of Appius, leading his W.ecp- 
iiig daughter by the hand, both habited in the deepcfl 
mourning, "Claudius, the accufer, was alfo there, and 
begjui by flfaking his demand. Yirginius next ^oke 
in turn ; he reprefented that his wife had many^chil-T 
dren ; that flie had been feen pregnant by numbers'; 
that if Jic had intentions of adopting a fuppofitious 
child, he would have fixed up«n a boy rather than a. 
girl; that it was notorious te all tliat his wife had 
herfelf fucklcd her own child ; and that it was^fui^ri- 
Cng fuch a claim'fhould be now reviyed afper a ^fteea 
years difcontinuance, Whije the fathtsr fppke ^ thi$ 
with a ftern air, Virginia ftood trembling by, and with 
"looks of pfrfuafive innocence, added weight to alliii« 
r«mon(lrances. The people feemed entirely fatisfied of 
the hardftiip of his cafe, till Appius, fearing what h« 
faid might have dahgerop^ effeds up«n the multitude, 
interrupted him, undef a pretence of beiiig flfficiently 
inllrudled in the pierits of the caufct *i Yes," fays hfe, 
*^ my cohfciencc obliges me to declare, that I myfelf 
*' am witnefs to the truth of the dcpofition of Claudia 
** us. Mod of this alTembly know, that I wa*-kft 
« guardian to this youth; and I was very early appri- 
" zed that he had a right to this young woman; but 
«^ the affairs of the public, and the diffentions of t4ic 
*< people, then prevented me doing him juftice. How- 
*' ever, it is not now too late : and, by the power 
** veiled in me for the public good, I adjudge Virginia 
<* to be the property of Qaudius, the plaintiff. Gq 
<' therefore UiGtors,^difperfc the multitude, and make 
** room for a.mafter to repoffefs himfelf of his ilave.'* 
The li6tors,,in obedience to hi^ commandj foon drove 
«fr the throng that preffcd round the tribunal; aiifl 
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tK>w the^feiz^d upon "Virginia, and wer# dellveriflg 

lier up idto the hands of Claudius, when Virgrniu?, 
tv*h6 found that all wais over, feemed to acquietce in 
the fentcnc^. He therefore mildly entreated Appius 
to be permitt^ to take a laft fdrcwell §if one whom he 
had long confidered as his child, and,'ro fatisfied, h* 
would return to his duty with frefh alaciity. With 
thh the decemvir complied, but- upon condition that 
their endearments fhould pafs in his preSenc^, Virgi- 
niiit, ^ith the moft poignant anguifh, took his a4mo{\ 
expiring daughter in his arms, for a while ,fupported 
her head upon his breaft, and wiped away the tears 
that roiled down her lovely vifage ; and happening to 
be near the (hops thut furrounded the Forum, he fnatch* ' 
cd up a knife that lay on the fhamblcs, and addrefiing 
'•his daughter, '*^ My dearefi loll child,'' cried he, " $hif , 
•* this alone can preferve your honour and your free- 
*^ dom.*' So faying, he buried the weapon in lier 
breaft, and then holding k up reeking withj_he ^lood _ 
ef his daiigbterj^AppluV^ '<^ cr i edy ^^^'^y'tiiis blood 
" of imtoe^nce, J devote thy head to the infernal 
** gods.** Thus faying^ with the bloody knife in his 
hand, and threatening dei^ru^itm to whotnfoever Ihoull 
«pp©ft him, he ran through the city, wildly calliiiaf 
ifj^on the people to flrike for freedom, and from thence 
went to the camp, m order to fpread a like fiamo.^ 
through the army. 

He no fooner arrived at the camp, followcjd by a 
Bomber of his friends, but He informed the army of all 
that was do^ne, iflill holding the. bloody knife, in. his 
hand« He aiked their pardon, and the pardon of their 
gods, for having committed fo rafh an adioUj bat a* 
fcribcd it all to the dreadful neceflity of the times.-^ 
The army, already predifpofed, immediately with {bouts 
echoed their approbation ; and decamping, left their 
generals- behind to take their ftation once more upon 
moutft Aventine, whither they had retired about forty 
years before* The other, which had been to oppofe 
the Sabines, feemed to feel a like refeutment, and cam* 
over in large parties to jpift theuu ^ 
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Appius in the mean t'lvat did all he could, ta quetl 
the difturbances in the city ; but findii% th©> tumult 
incapable of controul, and perceiving that his mortal 
enemies,^ Valerius and Horatius^-'were the moft adive 
in oppofition, at firft attempted to find Mety by flight ; 
iicvertheiefs, being encouraged by Oppius, who a* as 
one of his colleagues, he ventured to affcmble the fe- 
natej and urged the punifhment of all defcrtcrs. ^ The 
fcnatc, however, were far from ♦giving the relief he 
fought for; they fore,faw the dangers and mifcrics that 
threatened the ftatc in cafe of oppofing the inccofed 
'army ; they therefore difpatched mcffengers to theni, 
offering to reftore their former mode of government. 
To this propofal all the people joyfully affentcd, and 
the army gladly obeyed, now jeturning to the city, if 
not with the enfigns, at leaft with the plcafurc of a 
triuiiiphant entry. Appitis,. and Oppius one of his col- 
leagues, both died by their own hands in prifon. The 
other eight decemvirs went ijato voluntary exile ; and 
GIrjCl!Q;*Th^-J>**^5€'id?<ijaaftgr af Virginia, was driven 

a* t after them. - "" - _„ 

In the meaii time, thcfe int;efltne tumults produced 
weaknefs within the Qfite. aiMi confidence in the enemy 
it^iQ^-^J'bt- wars with the ^<i_ui and Voli^;,;^^^^^^ 
tinned ; and as each yearfome trifling atd vantages wcUe 
♦btained over the Ramans, they at laft advanced fo far 
as to make their intiiriions to the very wartls of Rome. 
*y p But not the courage only of the Romans feem* 
' cd diminiftied by' thefe cohqueils, but, their/ 
3^9* jftther. virtues alfo, particularly their juftice.— 
About this time the inhabitants of two neighbouring 
cities, Ardea and Aricia, hadaconteft between them • 
felves about forme lands that had long been claimed bjc 
both. At length, being unable to agree, they refer* 
red it to the fenate and the peoj^le of Rome. The fe- 
Bate had yet fome of the principles of primitive juftice 
remaining, and rcfufed to determine the difputc. But 
the people readily undertook the decifijpn ; and one 
ScHptius, an old man, declaring that thefe very lands 
of rights belonged to Rome, they immediately voted 
themfeives to be the legal poffeffors, and fenthomcth* 
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former litigants, thoroughly convinced of their own foj- 
ly, and of the Roxian injufttce. ' 

The tribunes now grew more turbulent ;* they pro- 
pofed two laws, one to gcrroit Plebeians to interr 
marry with Patricians, and the other to permit them 
to be adlljltted to the confullhip alfo* The fe n a t4rs re- 
ceived thefc propofals with indignation, and feemed r^- 
folved to underg'o the- -vutraoft extremities rather than 
fabmit to enacl theiii. However, finding their refift- 
ance only to increafe tlie commotions of the ftate, they 
at lafl confentcd to pafs the law concerning marriage^, 
hoping that 'this conceflion would fatisfy the people- 
But they were to be appeafed but for a very Ihort time ; 
ftr. returning to their old cufton;! of refufing to enlift 
ypon the approach of an enemy, the confuls wereforced 
to hold a private conference with the chief of the fe- 
nat;e, where, iatftermany debates, Claudius propofcd an 
expedient as the moft probable means of fatisfying the 
people in the prefent conJBn<aure# This was to create 
fix or eight governois in the rooip of confuls, whereof 
enchalfat leaft (heuld be patricians. This projeft, 
which w»s in fadt granting what the people demanded, 
pleafed the whole meeting ; and it was agreed, that at 
the next public meeting of the fenate, the confuls 
ihould, contrary to their ufiial cuftom, begin by alking 
the opinion of the youngeft fenator. Upon affembling 
the fenate, ciie of the tribunes accufcd them of hold- 
ing fecret meetings, and managing dangerous dcfigns. 
again (I the people. The confuls, on the other hand, 
averred their inuocence j and, to demonftrate their iin- 
cerity, gave any of the younger members of the hou& 
leave to propound their opinipns. Thefe remaining 
fileiit^ fuch of the older fenators as were known to be 
popular, began by obferving that the people ought to 
be indulged in their requeft, that none fo well deferved 
power as thofe who were moft inilrumental in gaining 
it, and that the city could not be free, until all were 
reduced to perfeft equality. Claudius fpdte »ext, and* 
broke out into bitter inve^ivcs againft the people, af- 
ferting that it wat^his opinion that the law Ihould not 
pdfs« This produced fome dtilurbafict among the pic-' 
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bcians; at length, Gcnutius propofcd, a$ liad been 
preconcerted, that fix govcriiors ihould be annually 
chofen, with coiifnlar authority, three from the fenate, 
and three from the people, and that when the time of 
their magiftracy (hould be expired, then it i^ould be 
feen whether they fliould have the fame office continu- 
ed, or whether the conful (hip (hould be eftabliftied up- 
on its former footing. This pfojcQ: was eagerly em- 
braced by the people j yet fo fickfc were the multi- 
tude, that though many of the plebeians flood, the 
choice wholly fell upon the patricians, who offered 
vj p themfelvfcs as candidates. Thefe new magif- 
• • trates were called Military Tribunes ; the^ 

^^^* were at firft but three, afterwards they were 
iiicreafed to four, and at length to fix. They had the 
power and enfigns of confuls ; yet that power being 
divided among a' number, each fingly was of lefs au- 
thority. The firft that were chofen only continued in 
bffice about three months, the augurs having found 
fomething amifs in the ceremokies of their election. 

The military tribune^ being depofed, jbe confuls 
once more came into office ; in order to lighten the 
Weight of bulinefs which they were obliged to fuftain^ 
a new office was erefted, hamelyj that of Cenf^rs, to 
be chofen every fifth year. Their bufmefs was to take 
an eftimate of the number and eftatcs of the people, 
and to diftributci them into their proper cl^ffes ; to in- 
fped into the lives and manner of their fellow-citizens ; 
to degrade fenators for mifcbnduft ; to difmonnt 
knights, and to tarn down plebeians from their tribes 
into an inferior in cafe of mifdemcanor. The two £rti 
ccnfors were Papirius and Semphronius, both patrici- 
ans ; and from this order they continued to be elefked 
for near an hundred years. 

This new creation ferved to reftore peace for f»me 
time among the'orders ; and a triumph gained over the 
- Volfcians€y Gaganitts the conful, added to the uni- 
vetfal fatisfa€Uon that reigned among the people. 
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This calm, however was but of a (hort continuance ; 
tr r ^^r, fome time after, a famine prelfii^ tjari 
•' upon the poor, the ufual complaints againft 
^ ^* the rich were renewed ;^ and thcfe as before, 
proving iaeffedluai, produced new feditions. The cob- 
fuls were accufed of negle^ in not having laid in pro- 
per quantities of corn ; they however difregarded the 
murmurs of the populace, content with exerting all 
their caee in attempts to fupply the prefling neceflities. 
But though they did all that could be expected from 
a£iive magiftratcs in providing and diftributing provi* 
lions to the poor, yet Spurius Maelius, a rich knight, 
who had purchafed up all the corn of.Tufcany, by far 
dht(honc them in liberality. This demtigogue, infiamcd 
with a fecret defire of becoming powerful by the con- 
tentions in the ftate, diHributed corn in greater quan. 
titics among the poorer fort each day, till his hoiife 
became the afylum of all fuch as wifhed to exchange a 
life of labbur for one of la^y dependence. When he 
had thus gained a fufiicient number of partizans, he 
procured large quantities of arms to be brought into 
his boufe by night, and formed a confpiracy by which 
lie was to obtain the command, while forae of the^tri- 
bunes, wiiom he had found means to corrupt, were to 
a^ under him in feiaing the liberties of his country. 
Minucius foon difcovered the plot ; and informing the 
fcnatc thereof, they immediately formed a refolutioo 
of creating a didtator, who fhould have the power of 
quelling the confpiracy without appealing to the peo- 
ple. . Cincinnatiis, who was now eighty years old, was 
chofen once more to refcue his country from impending 
danger. * He began by fuipmoning Maellus to appear, 
who refufcd to obey. He next fent Ahala, the mafter 
of his,horfe to force him ; who,meeting him in the Forum, 
and preffing Malius to follow him to the di(Stator's 
tribunal, upon his refufal, Ahala killed him on the fpot. 
The di£lator applauded the refclution of his officer, and 
commanded the confpirator*s goods to be fold, andliis 
boufe to be dcraolilhcd, diftributing hia ftores among 
the people. *" 



itized by Google 



so THE HISTORY X)V THE -^ 

The tribunes of the pc<fplc were much enraged at 

the d^ath of Melius ; and, in order to punifli the fe- 

-^ p nate at the next cle(Stion, inflead of cpnfuls, 

" * infifted upon reftoring their military tribudes, 

3^5' With this the fcnate were obliged to comply. 

The next year, however, the government returned to 

i^ ancient channel, and confuJs were chofen, 

-The.Veians had long been the rlyaHof Rome ; they 
had ever taken the opportunity of its internal diftreffes 
to ravage its territories, and bad even threatened, its 
ambaffadors, fent to complain of^ thefc injuries, with 
outrage. It fcemed now therefore determined that 
the city of Vcii, whatever it fhould coft, was to fall ; 
and the Romans^accordingly fat regularly down befotffe^ 
it, prepared for a long and painful refiftance* The 
ftrength of the place may be inferred from the contt- 
nuance of the fiege, which lafted for ten years ; duritig^ 
which time the army continued encamped round it, 
lying in winter under tents made of the Jkini of beafls, 
and in fummer driving on the operations of the attack. 
Various was the fuccefs, and many were the comman* 
ders that direded the fiege; fometimes all the befieg- 
ers' works were deftroyed, and many of their men cut 
off by fallies from the town, fometimes they were an- 
noyed by an army of Veians, who attempted to bring 
afliflance from without. A fiege fo bloody, fceroed^o 
threaten depopulation to Rome itfclf, >by draining 
lis forces continually away ; fo that a jaw was obliged 
to be made for all the bachelors to marry the widows 
of the foldiers who were flain. In order to carry it oa 
with greater vigour, J'urius Camillus was created dic- 
tator, and to him was entrufted the fole power of ma. 
naging the long protradled war. Camillus, who, with- 
out intrigue or any folicitation, had raifcd himfeif to 
the firft eminence i ft the ftate, jiad bean made one of 
the tcnfbrs^ feme time before, and was conlSdered as 
the head of that office ; he was afterwards made a 
military tribune, and had in this poft gained feveral 
advantages over the enemy. It was his great courages 
^ and abilities in the above offices that made him thought 
»o(l worthy to ftrve bis ceuotry on this preffi»g 6«« 
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cafion* Upon his jfppoiatment, numbers of people 
flocked to his ftandard, confident of fUccefa under fd 
cjcperienocd a commander. Confcious^ however, that 
he was unable to take the city by ftorm, he fttrctly 
wrought a mine into it with v aft labour, which open- 
ed into the midft of t^Je cltadeL Certain thus of fuc* 
cf;fs, and finding the city incapable of relief, he fent 
to the fenate, definog that all who chofe to fhare in 
the plunder of the Veii fhould immediately repair to 
the army. Then giving his men directions how to en-» 
ter at the breach, the city was inftantly filkd with hia 
legions, to the artiazcmcot and confternation of the 
befiegcd, who but a moment before *had refted in per* 
fc£t fecurity. Thus, ^ikc a fecond Troy, was the city 
of Veii taken after a ten years fiege, and with its fpoils 
enriched th« conquerors ; while Gamillus himfclf, 
traufported with the honour of having fubdued the 
rival of his native «ty, triumphed after the manner of 
the kings of Rome, having his chkriot drawn by four 
liiilk- white borfes 5 a diftjnftion which did not fail to 
di%uft the majority of the fpe6lators,'^is they confi- 
dered thofe ^s facred, and more proper for doing ho- 
nour to then* gods than their ^generals. ",^^ 



Mis ulual ^-voa TOTtUTic Hctcnaea *^viiiiiiius in ano* 
thcr expedition -againft the Falifci ; he routed their ar- 
my, and befieged their capital city Falerii, which 
threatened a* long and vigorous refiftancc. The re- 
du£\ion of thisL little place would have been fcarcc 
woVth mentioning in this- fcanty page, were*it not for 
an allien of the Roman general, that has done hira 
m<we credit with pofterity than all his other triumphs 
united. ,A fchoolmafter, who had the care of the chil* 
dren belonging to the principal men of the city, having 
found means to decoy them into the Romaik camp, of- 
fered to put them into the hand* of Gamillus, as the 
fureft means of inducing the citizens to ji fpecdy fur* 
render. The general was ftruck with the treachery of 
a wretch whofe duty it was to protect innocence aud 
Hot betray \\i he for fome time regarded the traitou- 
with a ftern air, but at laft finding words, " Execrable 
« villain," cried the noble Roman, «* offer thy abomi- 
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^ nabk propofals ta^creatures lii^ft thyfelf, and not t& 
<* me ; what though we be enemies of your city, ytt 
" there are nattiral tics that bind all mankind, which 
<« fhould never be broken : there afe duties required 
" from us in war as well art in peace : we fight not 

■ *' againf\ an zgt of "innocence b^t againft m^n ; men 
"who have ufed us ill indeedj but yet whofe crimes 
•< arc virtues when compared to thine, Againft fuch 
«« bafe wts.lct it be my duty to ufe only Roman arts, 
«« the arts of valour and of arms." So faying, he ir^- 
mediately orcered him to he ftript, his hands tied be- 
hind him, and in that ignominious manner to be whip- 
ped into the tQwn by his own fcholars. This generous 
behaviour in Camillus eSet\ed more thiin his arroa 
feottid do :' the raagiftrates of the town ipimedi^tely 
fubraitfiid to the fdn^ate, leaving to Camillus the con- 
ditions of their furrender, who only fined them a ftira 
of money to fatisfythe army, and Fcccived them urid^r 
the protedion and into the alliance of Rome. 

Notwithftanding the veneration which the virtues of 
Camillus had eicited abroad, they feemed but iiq|te 
adapted to bring over the turbulent tribug|s at home, 

..as-t^^Sy ^^i^cd fonoe freft^accufation againS him every 
day. "To tli^ c l>a t»-t . »»i. b ci w <^ 9x1 oppo fc r c*' * bf i r ii9* 
tended migration from Rome to Vcii, they added that 
of his having concealed a part of the plunder of that 
city, particularly two brazen gates for his pwn ufe, aud 
appointed him a day on which to appear before the 
"people. Camillus fiading the multitude exafpcr/r^ed 
ag^ainft him upon many accounts, detefling their in- 
gratitude, reij^lved not to wait the ignominy of a trinl, 
but embracing his vfiU and children, prepared to de-' 
part from Rome» He had already paffed as far as one 
of the gat«is, unattended on his way, and unlamentcd, 
Th^re he^could fupprefs his indignation no I^Tiger, but 
turning his face to the capitol, and lifting up bis hands 
ft) heaven, entreated all the gods that ^is country 
»ight one day be fcRfible of their injuftice and ingra* 
titude ', and fo faying, he pa ft forward to take refuge 
at Ardeftj a town at a little diftance from Rome, where 
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^^tcrwards learned that be had been fined fiftccji 
hundred affes by the ^ribuneg at home. - - 

The tribunes were not a little pie a fed with their tri* 
imph over this great man ; but they foon bad realon 
to repent th«ir injufticc, and- to wj^ {pt t^ affiftancc 
of one who aloue was able to protedl their country from 
ruin* For now a more t^rnbJe and fedoubtablc enemy 
began to make its apj^earance than the Romans had 
e^-cr yet encountered. The Gauls, a. barbarous nation, 
h^d about two centuries before nj^de an irTppiion from 
beyond the Alps, and .fettled in the northern parts of 
Italy. They had been invited over by the deliciouf- ' 
Defs of-the wincs^ and the foftnefs of the cliifJiate.;— 
Wherever they came> they difpbfleffedth* original in- 
habitants, af'they were men of fuperior courage, ex-» 
traordinary ftature, fierce in afpe^, barbarous in their 
inanaerff, and prone to emigi*auon. A body of thefc, 
wild from their original habitations, were uow belicg* 
ipg Clufiuis, a city of Etruria, under the condudl of 
Brcnniis, their king. The inhabitants, of CluCura, 
frigktened at their numbers, and ftill more at their la- 
vage appearance, entreated -the affiftarice, or, at leaft, 
the mediation, of the Romans. -The fenate, who had 
long made n a maxim never to refufe fuccour to the 
diftrcffed, were willing previowfly to fend ambaiTadori 
to the Qauls to diffuade them from their enterprize, 
and to (hew the injaftice of the irruption. According- 
ly, three young fenators were chofen out of the family 
of thd Falni to manage the commiflion, who fecmed 
more fitted for the field thantfee cabinet. Brennus re- . 
ccived them with a degree of complaifance that argued 
but little of the barbarian ; and defiring to know the 
bufinefs of their ^mbafly, was anfwcred, according to 
their inltruiSlions, thai it was not cuftomaiy in Italy to- 
n;akc war bat on ju ft grounds of provocation, and that . 
they defired to know ^hat offence the <:itizens of Clu- ^^ 
fmn) had given to the 4irig of the Qauls^ To this 
Breqnus fternly replied, that the rights of valiant men 
hy in their fwords ; that the Romans tkemfelves had 
i\3 right to the many cities they had conquered ; and 
tii*it he had particular rcafons of rcfentment againft thp 
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people of Clufium, as thty rcfufcd to part with thofc 
lands wHch they had neither hands to till nor inhabi*- 
tahts to occupy. The Rooian amhaffadors, who were 
but little ufed f the language of a coliqucror, far a 
while diffeaphledr tl»ir refent«ent at this* haughty re- 
ply ; but, upon entering the belieged - city, inftead of 
a^ing as apil^aiTadors, and forgetful of their facrcd 
' chara€lers, headed the citi2en» in a fally agaihft the 
befiegers. In this combat Fabius Ambuftus killed a 
Gaul with his own hand, but was difcovered while he 
was defpoiiing him oi his armour* A conduct fo uni» 
juft and unbecoming excited the refentmeiH of Bren- 
nu»^ who having "made Jiis complaint by an herald to 
the fenate, and finding no redpefsj immediately broke 
up the fiege, and marched away with hi^ conquerinf 
army direfily to Rom^f 

The countries through which the Gauls palTed ia 
their rapid progrefs gave up all hopes of fafety upon 
their approach ; being terrified ^t their vafl numbers^ 
the fiercenefs of their natures, and their dreadful pre- 
parations for war. Biit the rage and impetuofity of 
this wild people werediredied only againft Rome. They 
went on without doing the leaft injury inu^heir march, 
(Hll breathing vengeance only againft tfe Romans; 
and a terrible engagement foon after enfucd, in which 
th© Roman? were defeated near the river AUia, witli 
thelofs of near forty thoufand meUf 

Rome thus deprived of all fuccour prepared for every 

extremity. The inhabitants endeavdured to hi^de them-/ 

felves in fonie of the neighbouring tdwns, or refofved 

to await the conqueror's fury, and end their lives with 

the ruin of their nativ^ city. But, more particularly, 

the ancient fenators and priefts, ftruck with religious 

cnthufiafm on this occafion, refolved to devote their 

lives to atone for the crimes of the people, and habited 

y in the^ robes of ceremony, placed themfelves in the Fo- 

"r. rum on their ivory chairs, f he Gauls in the meau 

time were giving a lofe to their triumph in fh.aring and 

-enjoying the plunder of the enemies* camp. Had they 

immediatdy marched to.Romeupon gaining the vi«flo- 

ryt tfeff capitol il|]blf had been taken j but they c#nti-. 
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sued two days feafting themfclvea upon the field of 
battle, and, with barbarous pleafure, exulting aroidft 
their flaughtered enemies. On the third day after the 
yi(ftory, the eafinefs of which much amazed the Gauls^ 
Brennus appeared with all his forces before the city.— 
He was at firft much furprifed to find the gates wide 
open to receive him, and the walls dcfencelefs ; fo that 
he began tO impute the unguarded fituation.of the place 
to a ftratagem of the Romans. After proper precau- 
tions he entered the city, and, marching into the Fo- 
rum, ^here beheld the ancient fcnators fitting in their 
order, obferving a profound filence, unmoved and un- 
daunted. The fplendid habits, the majeftic gravity, 
and the venerable looks of thefe old men, who had all, 
in their time, borne the higheft offices of the ftate, 
awed the barbarous enemy into reverence ; they took 
them to be the tutelar deities of the place, and began 
to offer blind adoration, till one, more forward than 
the reft, put for^h his hand to ftroke the beard of Pa- 
pyrius ; an infult the noble Roman could not endure, 
but lifting up his ivory fceptre, ft ruck the favage to 
the ground. This feemed as a fignal for general flaugh- 
ter. Papyrtus fell firft,. and all the' reft (harcd his fate, 
without mercy or diftindlipn. Thus the fierce invader* 
purfued their flaughter for three days fucceflively, 
(paring neither fcx nor age, and then fetting fire to the 
city, burnt every houfe to the ground. 
♦J p All the hopes of Rome were now placed in 
V *thecapitol; eveiy thing without that fortreft 
^ ^* was but an extcnfive fcene of mifery, defola- 
tlon, and defpair. Brennus firft fummoned it, with 
threats, to fnrrender, but in vain; he then refolved to 
befiege it in form, and hemmed it round with his ar» 
my. Neverthekfs the Romans repelled. Ris attempts 
with great bravery ; defpair bad fupplied them with 
that perfcverance and vigour which they feemed to want 
when in profperity. 

In the mean while, Brennus carried on the fiege '^ith 

extreme ardour. He hoped, in time, to ftarve the 

garrifon into a capitulation ; but they, fcnfible of hil 

intent, although they were in adual want, caufcd fc» 

F 
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Ycral loaves to be thrown into his camp, to convince 
him of the futility of fuch «xpc£tations. His hopes 
failing in this, were ioon after revived, when fome of 
his foldiers came to inform him that they had difcover- 
cd fome footfteps which led up the rock, and by which 
they fuppofed the capitol might be furprifed. Accord- 
ingly, a chofen body of his men were ordered by night 
upon this dangerous fervice^ which they with great la- 
bour and difficulty almoft effedcd ; they were now got 
upon the very wall ; the Roman fentinel was faft afleep ; 
their dogs within gave no fignal, and all promifed an 
inftant victory, when the garrifon was awaked by the 
gabbling of fome facred geefe that had been kept in 
the temple of Juno. The bcfieged foon perceived the 
imminence of their danger, and each fnatched the "wea- 
pon he could inftantly find, ran to^oppofe the affailants, 
Manlius, a patrician of acknowledged bravery^ was the 
firft who exerted all his ftrength, and infpircd courage 
by his example. He boldly mounted the rampart, and, 
at one effort, threw two Gauls headlong down the pre- 
cipice : ethers foon came to his afliftance, and the 
walls were cleared of the enemy in a ^ace of time 
fhorter than that employed in the fecital. 

From this time forward the hopes of the barbarians 
began to decline, and Brcnnus wifhed for an opportu- 
nity of raifing the (iege with credit. His foldiers had 
often conferences with the befieged while npon duty, 
and the propofals for an accommodation were wi%ed 
for by the common men before the chiefs thought of a 
Congrcfs. At length the commanders on both (ides 
came to an agreement that the Gauls ftiould immedi- 
ately quit the city and territories of Rome, upon beings 
paid a thoufand pounds weight of gold. This agree-v 
ment being confirmed by oath on either fide, the gold 
was brought forth ; but, upon weighing, the Gauls 
fraudulently attempted to kick the beam, <>f which the 
Romans complaining, Brennus infultingly caft his 
fword and belt into the fcale, crying out, that the on- 
ly portion of the vanquifhed was to fuffer. By this 
reply the Romans faw that they were at the vi£tor*s 
iicrcy^ and knew it was in vain to cxpoflulate again it 
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any conditions he fliould be pleafed to impofe.^ But in 
this very jun(Slure, and while they were thus debating 
upon the payment, it was told them that Camillus, 
their old general, was at the head of a large army> 
haflening to their relief, and entering the- gates of 
Rome, Camillus actually appeared foon after, and en- 
tering the place of controverfy, with the air of one 
who was refolved not to fwffer hnpofition, demanded 
the caufe of fhe conteft ; of which being ii^formed, he 
ordered the gold to be taken and carried back to the 
Capitol, " For it has ever been,** cried he, " the man- 
" ner of us Romans to ranfom our country, not with 
"gold, but with iron ; it is I only; that am to make 
" peace, as bei«g the dictator of Rome, and my fword 
" alone (hall purchafe it.** Upon this a battle enfued, 
in whicb the Gauls were entirely routed; and fuch a 
flaughter followed, that the Roman territories were 
foon cleared of their formidable invaders. Thus wa« 
Rome, by the bravery of Camillus/cleared of its foes. 

The city being one continued heap of ruins, except 
the capitt)!, and the greatefl numbcrt)f its former in- 
habitants having gone to take refuge in Veii^ the tri- 
bunes of the,]^ople, urge for the removal of the poor 
remains of Rome to Veii, where th^ might have 
hqufes to flielter, and walls to defend them. On this 
occafion Camillus attempted to appeafe them with all 
the arts of perfu^tion, obferving, that it was unworthy 
of thein, both as Romans and as men, to defert the 
venerable feats of their anceftors, where they had been 
cncourageij^ by repeated marks of divine approbation, 
to remove to, and inhabit, a city which they had con- 
quered, and which^ wanted even the good fortun? of 
defending itfelf. By thefc and fuch like remonftrance* 
he prevailed upon the . people to go contentedly to 
work ; and Rome foon began to rife from itsaflies. 

We have already feen the bravery of Manlius in 
defending the capjtol, and faving the laft remains of 
Rome. For this the people were by no means ungrate- 
ful, having built: him an houfe near the place where 
his valour was fo confpicuous, and having appointed 
him a public fund for his fupport. But he alpircd Z% 
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being not only equal to Camillus but to be fovercigji 
of Rome. ' With this view he laboured to ingratir.te 
•himfelf with the populace, paid their debts, and railed 
at the patricians, whom he called their oppreffors. The 
fenate was not ignorant of his difcourfes or his defigus, - 
and created Cornelius CofTus dictator, with a view to 
curb the ambition of Manlius. The dilator foon fi- 
nilhed an expedition againft the Volfcians by a viftc- 
jy; and upen his return called Manlius to an account 
for bis condud. Manliur, however, was too much the 
darling of -the populace to be afiedcd by the power of 
CofTus, who was obliged to lay down his office, and 
Manlius was carried from confinen*cnt in triumph 
through the citj". This fucccfs only ferved to cnflamc 
his ambition. He now began to talk of a dlvifion of 
the lands among the people ; kifinuated that there 
fhould be no dilViuciions in the flate ; and, to give 
weight to his difcourfes, always appeared at the head 
of a large body of the dregs, of the people, whom his 
largeffes had made his followers. The city being thus 
filled with feditid*h and clamoui", the fenate haihrecourfte 
to another expedient, and to oppofe the power of Ca- 
wiilus to that of the demagogue. Camillus according- 
ly being made one of the military tribunes, appointed 
Manlius a day to anfwer for his life. The place in 
which he was cited was near the capitoJ, where, when 
lie was accufed of fedition, and of ifpiring at fove- 
jreignty, he only turned his eyes, and, pointing thitlifcr> 
put them in mind %f what He had there done for his 
country. The multitude, whofe compalTio^, or whofe 
juftice feldom fprings from rational motives, refufed 
to condemn him, while he pleiaded in fight of the capi- 
%o\ : but when he was brought from thence to the Pe- 
teline grove, and where the capitol was no longer to 
be feen, they condemned him to be thrown headlong 
from the Tarpeian rock. Thus the place which had 
been the theatre of his glory become that of his pu- 
nifhment and infamy. His houfe, in which hisconfpi- 
racies had been fetretly carried on, was ordered to be 
razed to theground,* and his family were forbidden ever 
tft«r to affumethe name. of Manlius. 
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la this manner, theicforc, the Roinans went gradu- 
ally forward, with a mixture of turbulence and fuper- 
flitipa within their w^lls, and fuccefsfql ciiterprifca 
without. With what^an iniplicit obedience -they fub-^ 
mitted to their pontiff^, we have already feen in many 
inftsfiices, and how far they might be impelled, even 
to encounter death itfelf at their command, willevi- 
defttly appear from the behaviour of Curtius about this 
tiin^, wh0, upon the opening of a gulph in the Foruro,^ 
U C ^^^^^ ^^ augurs affirmed would never clbfe up 
* till the moft precious things in Rome were 
^? ' thrown into it, this heroic man leaped with hi» ' 
horfe and armour boldly into the midft, faying, that 
nothing was more truly valuable than patriotifm and 
military virtue. The gulph, fay tjie hiftorians, clofed 
immediately upon this, and Curtiua was never fccn 
after. ^ 

CHAP. XIII. 

From the ^v>ars of the Samnites^ and thi tvars with 
PyrrhuSi to the beginning of the Jirst Punic viar^ 
when the Romans JirstHi&ent out of Italy • 

X HE Romans having now triMmphcd^over the 
Sabines, the Etrurians, the JLatins, the Hernici, the 
£qur, and the Volfcians, began to look for greater 
conquefis. They* accordingly turned their arms againft 
the Samnites, a people about an hundred miles eaft 
from the city, defccnded from theSabines, and inha- 
biting a large trad of fouthern Italy, which at this 
day makes a confiderable part of the kingdom of Na- 
ples. Valerius Corvus and Cornelius were the two, 
conftils, to whofe care it firft fell to manage this dread- 
ful contention between the rival ilates. 

Valerius was one of the greatell commanders of Ms 
time ; he was furnamed Corvus, from a ft range circum- 
Aance of being affifted by a crow in a frngle combat, 
in which he fought and killed a Gaul of -» gigantic 
ftaturc. To his colleague's care it was coniigned to 
Fa 
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lead an army to Samnium, the etjemy's capitol, wbiic 
Corvus was fcnt to relieve Gapua, the capital of the 
Campanians. Never was captain more fitted for com- 
mand than he. To an habit naturally robuil and ath- 
letic he joined the gentlcft manners^ he was the %rccft, 
and yet the moft good na tared man in the army j and, 
iB^hile the meancft centinel was his companion, no man 
kept them more ftri€tly to their duty ; but what com- 
pletes his chara^er, he conftantly endeavoured to*pre* 
fcrvc his dignities by the fame arts by which he gained 
them. Such foldicrs as the Romans then were, hard- 
ened by their late adverfity, and led on by fuch a ge- 
neral, were unconquerable. The Saranites were the 
braveft men they ever yet encountered ; and the con- 
tention between the two nations was managed on both, 
iides with the moft determined refolution* But the for- 
tune of Rome prevailed ; the Saninites at length fled, 
averring that they were not able to withftand the fierce 
iooks and the fife-darting eyes of the Romans. Tlie 
©ther conful, however, was not at firft fo fortunate ; 
for having unwarily led his army into a defile, he was 
in danger of being cut off, had not Decius, a tribune 
o£ the army, poffeffed bimfelf of a hill which command- 
ed tjie enemy ; fo that the Samnitea, being attacked 
on eithcir fide, were defeated with great ijanghter ; no 
lefs than thirty thoufand of them being l^ft dead upx>a 
the field of battle. 

Sometime after this v'Mlory, the foldiers, who were 
•flationed at Gapif a, mutinying, 4'orced Quintius, an 
old and eminent f61dier, who was thjen refiding ia 
the country, to be their leader ; and, conduced by 
their rage more than their general, came within eight 
miles of the city. So terrible an enem)'-, almoft at 
their gates, not a little alarmed the fenate, wbo im- 
mediately created Valerius Corvus didlator, and fent 
him forth with another army to oppofc theni. The 
two armies were now drawn up againft each other, 
while fathers and fons beheld themfelves prepared to 
engage ia oppofite caufts. Any other general but Cor- 
vus would perhaps have brought this civil war to an 
extremity; but he, knowing his infiucnce among the 
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fbldiety, indead of going forward to meet^ the muti- 
neers in an hoftilc manner, V^cnt with the moft cordial 
friendfhip to embrace and expoftulate with his old ac- 
qi^intanccs. His condudl had tlie defii-ed efTedt.— - 
Quintius, as their fpeaker, only delircd to have their 
defedlion from their duty forgiven ; and as for himfelf, 
a« he was innocent of their confpiracy, he had no rea- 
fonto folicit pardon for his offences. Thus this defec- 
tion which at firft threatened fuch dangers to Rome, was 
repaired bj^ the prudence and moderation of a general, 
wbofe ambition it was t6 te gentle to his friends, and 
formidable only to his enemies., 

A war between the Romans and the Latins followed 
foon after ; but, as thfeir habits, arms, and language 
were the fame, the moft cxaA difcipline "was neceffary 
to prevent confufion in the engagement. Orders there- 
fore were ilTtied by Manlius;, the conful, that no foldier 
fhould leave his ranks upon whatever provocation, and 
that he fcould certainly be put to death who ihould 
offer to do othetwife. With thefe injun£^ions both 
armies were drawn out in array, and ready to begin, 
when Metius, the general of the enemy's cava4ry, 
pufhed forward from his lines, and challenged any 
knight in the Roman army to fingle combat. For fome 
time there was a general paufe, no foldier offering to 
difobey his orders, till Titus Manlius, theconful's 
ownXon, burning with fhamc to fee the whole body^pf 
the Romans intimidated, boldly (ingled out againft hi» 
adv€rfary. The foldicrs, on 1)0th fides, for awhile, 
fufpended the general engagement, to be fped^ators of 
this fierce encounter. The two champions drove their 
hprfes againft each other with great violence : Metiua 
•wounded his adverfary's.horfein the neck; but Man- 
lius, with better fortune,^ killed that of Metiu^. The 
Latin, being thus fallen to the ground, for a while 
attempted to fypport himfelf upon his (hield ; but the 
Roman followed his blows with fo much force, that he 
laid him dead as he was endeavouring to rife ; 
and then defpoiling him of his armour, returned in 
triumph to the conful his father's tent, where he was 
preparing and giving orders relative to the cngagc- 
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ment. Howfoever he might have been applauded by 
his fello^v foMiers, beiilg as yet doubtful of the recep- 
tion he fliouki find from his father, be came with hcfi- 
tation to lay the eneray'5 fpoils at his fc^t, and with 
a modeft air infinuated, that what he did was entirely 
from a fpirit of hereditaiy virtue. But he was foon 
dreadfully made fenfibic of his error, when his father 
turning away, ordered him to be led publicly forth be- 
fore the army. There, being brought forward, \^he 
conful, with a ftern coiintenanee, and yet with tears, 
fpoke as follows : " Titus Manlius, as tfiou haft re^ 
«' garded neither the dignity of the confulftiip, nor the 
*' commands of thy father, as tliou haft dcftroyed mt- 
** litary difcipline, and fet a pattern of difobediencc by 
<' thy example, thou haft reduced me to, that deplora- 
** ble extremity of facrificing my fon or my country* 
*< But let us not heiltate in this dreadful alternative : a 
^*' thoufand lives were well loft in fucha eayfe; nor dp 
*' I think that thou thy felf wilt' refufe to die, when 
*' thy c«untry is to reap the advantage of thy fuffer- 
'*' ings. Go, lidor, bind him, andletliis death be 
•^ bur future example.*' The whole army was ftruck 
with horror at tliis unnatural mandate; fear for a while 
kept them in fufpeuce; but when they faw their young" 
champion's head ftruck off, and his. blood ftreaming' 
upon the ground, they could no longer contain their 
execrations and their groans. His ilead body was car- 
ried forth without the camp, and being adorned with 
the fpoils of the va»quiftied enemy, was buried with alj 
the pomp of military diftrefs. 

In the mean time the battle joined with mutual fu- 
ry ; and as the two armies had often fought under the 
fame leaders, they combatted with all the anlmofity of 
a civil war. The Latins chiefly depfended on their bo-^ 
dily ftrength ; the Romans on their invincible courage 
and conduiSt. 5'orces fo nearly matched feemed only 
to require the proteilion of their deities to turn the 
fcaie of viiflory ; and, in fad, the augurs had foretold, 
that whatever part of the Roman army (bould be dis- 
\ treft, the commander of that part fcould devote himfclf 
for his country, and die as a facrifice to the immortal 
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geds, Manliufi commanded the right wing^ahd DecU 
us led on the left. Both fides fought for fome time 
■with deubtfiil faccefs, as their couragjp^ 'vvas equal ^ 
but, after a time, the left wing of the Roman army- 
began to give ground; It was then that DeciUs, who 
commanded tl^cre, ref&lved to devotft himfelf for his 
country, and to offer his own life as an atonement to 
fave his army. Thus determined, he called out to 
Manllus With a loud voice, arid demanded his tnftruc- 
tix)ns, as he was the chief pontiff, how to devote him- 
felfj and the form of the words he ftiould ufe. By his 
di?c<flions therefore, being cloalhcd in a long robe, his 
liead covered, and his arms ftretched forward, ftaading 
upon a javelin, he devoted himfelf to the celeftial and 
infernal gods for the fafety of Rome. Then arming 
himfelf, and mounting on horfeback, he drove furious- 
ly into the midft of his enemies, carrying terror and 
confternation wherever he came, till he fell covered 
•with wounds. In the mean time the Roman army 
confidcred his devoting himfelf in this manner as an 
affurance of fticcefs ; nor was the fupcrftition of the 
Latins lefs powerfully influenced by his refolution ; a 
total rout began to enfue ; the Romans preffed them 
on every, fide ; and fo great was the carnage, that 
fcarce a jFourth part of the enemy furvived the defeat. 
This was the Jaft battle of any confequence that the 
Latins had with the Romans ; they were forced to beg 
a peace upon hard conditions ; and two years after, 
their ftrongeft city Paedum being taketi, they were 
brought under an entire fubraiffion to the Roman pow- 
'•er. ■ 

,j p A fignal difgrace which the Romans fus- 
.' tained about this time^in their contcfts with 

43Mf? ^YiQ Samnites, made a paufe in their ufual 
good fortune, and turned the fcale for a whjiic. in the 
enemies favour. The fenate having^ denied {fit Sam- 
nites peace, Pontius their general was refolve^d to gain 
by firatagem what he md frequently loft by force. 
Accordingly, leading his army into a defile called Clau- 
dlum, and taking poffeffion of all its outlets, he ft nt ten 
©f his foldicrs, habited like {hcpherdsj-with dirediont 
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to throw themfelves in the way the Romans were t* 
march. ixa^Iy to his wifties the Roman confiil met 
them, antj, taking them for what they appeared, de- 
manded the route the Samnitc army had taken : they, 
with feeming" indifference replied, that t bey were gone 
to Luccria, a town in Apulia, -and were then aAually 
befieging it. Tlvc Roman general, not fuTprtling the 
Aratagem that was laid againft him, marched dirc£itly 
by the fliortcn: road, which lay through the defiles, to 
relieve the city, and was not undeceived, till he faw 
his army furroundcd and blocked up on eycry fide. 
Pontius, thus having the Romans entirely in his pdw- 
cr, firft obliged the army to pafs un<ler the yoke, hav- 
ing been previoufly ftript of all but their garments^ kt 
then ftipulatcd that they fhould wholly quit the terri- 
tories of the Samnites, and that they fhould continue 
to live upon terms of former confederacy. The Ro- 
mans were conftrained to fubihit to this ignominious 
treaty, and marched into Capua difarmcd, half naked, 
and burning with a dcfirc of retrieving their loft ho- 
nour. When the army arrived at Romej the whole 
city was moft furpriiingly affliAed at their fljs^meful xc- 
tarn ; nothing' but grief and rcfentment was to be 
feen, and the whole city was put into mourning. 

But this was a tranfitory calamity ; the ftate had 
fuffered a. diminution of its glory, but not of its power. 
The w^r was carried on as ufual for many years: the 
power of the Samnites declining every day, while that 
of the Romans gathered fre(h confidence from every 
vi^ory. Under the condu£lof Pupyrius Curfor, who 
was at different times conful and diiSlator, repeated tri- 
umphs were gained, Fabius Maximus alfo had his 
(hare in ,the glory of conquering them ; and Dscius> 
the fon of that Decius whom we fkw devoting fliknfelf* 
for bis counti^^, about forty yenrs before, followed the 
example of his noble father, and, ruPning into the midfl 
of the enemy, faved the lives of his countrymen with 
the lofs of his own. % 

The Samnites being thus driven to the mofl extreme 
diftrcfs, as they were unable to defend themfelves, they 
were obliged to call in the affiftance of a foreign 
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power, and have rccourfc to Pyrrhusj king of EpiruSj 
to fave them from impending ruin. Pyrrhus, a king 
of great courage, ambition, andpo>ver, had always kept 
the /example of Al€xan4er, his great predeceffor, belbrt 
his eyes, promifed to come to their ailiftance ; and in 
the mean time difpatched over a body of three thou- 
fand men, under the Gommandof Cinpas, an experienc- 
ed foldier, and a fcholar of the great oj:ator Demofl- 
henes. Nor did he' himfelf remain long behind, but 
fooi> after put to fea with three thoufand horfe, twenty 
tho»fand foot, and twenty elephants, in which the com- 
manders of that timp began to place very great confi- 
dence. However, only a fmall part of thefe great 
preparations arrived in Itfafy with hhn, for many ofhi$ 
ihips were difperfed, and feme were totally loft in a 
tempeft. Upon his arrival at Tarentum,his firft t:arc 
was to i*eform tbe people he came to fuccour ; for ob* 
ferving a total dilTolution of manners in this luxurious 
city, and that the inhabitants were rather occupied 
with the^jpleafures of bathing, feafting, and dancing, 
than the care of preparing for war, he gave orders to 
have all their places of public entertainment flmt up, 
aild that they (hould be reftraiited in all fuch amufe- 
metits as rendered fojdiers unfit for battk-- In the 
mean time, the Romans did all that prudence could fug- 
geft to oppofe fo formidable an cnomy^; and the conful 
Lxvinus was fent with a numerous army to interrupt 
his progrefs. Pyrrjius, though his whole army was 
not yet arrived, drew out to meet him ; but prcvioufly 
fent an ambaffador, dcfiring to be permitted to medi- 
ate, between the Romana and the people of Tarcntum. 
To this Lsevinus returned for anfwer, that he neither 
cfteemed him as a mediator, nor feared him as an ene- 
my ; and then leading the ambaffador through thfe 
Roman camp, dcftred hira to obferve diligently what 
he faw, and to rept>rt the refult tp his 01 after, In con- 
fequence of this, both armies approaching pitched their 
tents in light of each other upon the oppofite banks of 
the river Lyrls. Pyrrhut was always extremely care- 
ful in diredling the fttuati®n of his own carap^ and in 
ob ferving that ot the enemy. It was there, that walk- 
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ing along the banks of the river, and furveying the Rs- 
Btan method of encanipino^y he >vas heard to obierve. 
•* That thefe barbarians ifcemcd to be no way barba- 
*' rpua, aed he fhould too fpon find their adlions equal 
** to ^heir refolution." In the mean time, ordering a 
body of men along the banks of the river, he placed 
them in readinefs ^o oppofe the Romaus, in cafe they 
jhould attempt to ford it before his whole army, was 
brought together. Things turned out according to his 
expedations ; the conful, with an impetuoCty that 
marked his inexperience, gave orders for pafling the ri- 
ver where it was fordable ; and the advanced guard, 
having attempted to oppofe him ia vain, was obliged 
to retire to the mtin body of the army. Pyrrhiis be- 
ing apprifed of the enemies attempt, at firft hoped to 
cut oiF their cavalry before they could be reinforced by 
the foot that were not as yet got ever, and led on in 
perfon a chofen body of horfe againft them. The Ro- 
man legions having with much difEculty^:)pidvanced a- 
crofs the river, the engagement became general ; the 
Greeks fought with a confcioufnefs of their former 
fame, and the Romans with a defire of gaining f re Qi 
glory. Mankind had never before feen two fiich dif- 
ferently difciplined armies oppofed to each other, nor 
is it to this day determined whether the Greek phalanx 
or the Roman legion were preferable. The combat 
was long in fufpence ; the Romans had feven times re- 
pulfed the enemy, and were as often driven back them- 
felves, but at length, while the fiiccefs feeraed doubt- 
ful, Pyrrhus font his elephants into the midil of the en- 
gagement, and thefe turned the fcale of vi dory in his 
favour. The Romans who had never before feen crea- 
tures of fuch magnitude, were terrified not only with 
their intrepid fiercenefs, but the caflks that wisre built 
upon their backs, filled vvith, armed men. It was then 
that Pyrrhus faw the day was his own : and fending 
in. his Theffalian cavalry to charge the enemy in dif- 
order, the rout became general. A dreadful flaugh- 
. ter of the Romans enfued, fifteen thou fand men being 
killed on the fpot, and eighteen hundred taken prifon- 
©rs. Nor were the conquerors in a much better ftata 
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than the yanquifecd, Pyrrbus himfelf being wounded, 
and thirteen thoofand of his forces flain. Night coming 
on, put an end to the /laughter on both fides* and 
Pyrrhus was heard to cry out, •* That one fuch vi^o« 
'* ry" more' would ruin his whole army.*' The next day 
as he walked to view the field of battle, he could not 
help regarding with admiration the bodies of the Ro- 
mans which were ilain : upoa feeing them all with their 
wounds before, their countenances, even in death, 
marked with.nohle refolution, and a ftertinefs that 
awed him into refpe^, h€ was heard to crj^ out, in the 
true fpirit of a military adventurer, " O with what 
** eafe could I conquer the world, had I the Romans 
" for foldicrs, or had they nie for their king.** 

Pyrrhus, after this vidoiy, was ftill unwilling to 
drive them to an extremity, and confidered that it wai 
be(V' treating with an humbled enemy; he refolveS 
therefore to f(|nd his friend Cineas, the orator, to ne- 
gociate a p^&; of whom he often alTerted, that he 
had won moTC towns by the eloquence of Cineas, thaa' 
by his own arms. Cineas, with' all his art, found the 
Romans incapable of being fediiced, either by bribery, 
private or public perfiia(ion» 

Being fruftrated, therefore, in his expectations, he 
returned to his mafter, ektoUing both the virtues and 
the grandeur of the Romans. The fenate, he faid, 
appeared a reverend affembly of demigods, and the city 
a temple for their reception. Of this Pyrrhus foon af- 
ter became fenfiblt by an embaiTy from Rome concern* 
ing the ranfom and e?cchange of prifoners. At the 
head of this venerable deputation was Fabricius, an an- 
cient fenator, who had long been a pattern to his coun- 
trymen, of the moft extreme poverty, joined to the 
mod chcarful content. Pyrrhus receivea this celebra- 
ted old man with great kindnefs ; and willing to try 
how far fame had been juft in. his favour, offered him 
rich prefcnts, which, however, the Roman refufed---- 
The day after, he was defirous of examing the equali- 
ty of his temper, and ordered one of- his elephants t<i 
be placed behind the tapeftry ; which, upon a fignal 
givei)^ raifed its trunk above the arobalTa^or's head, at 
G 
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the fame time ufing other arts to intimidate him. But 
Fabricius, with a countenance no way changing, froi- 
Icd upon the king, obferving, that he looked with an 
equal eye on the terrors of the day as he had upon th€ 
allurements of the preceding. Pyrrhus, pleafed to find 
fo much virtue in one he had confidered as a barbarian, 
was , willing to grant him the only favour which he 
knew could make him happy : he releafed the Roman 
prifoners, entrufting them to Fabricius alone, upon his 
promife, that in cafe the fcnate were determined to 
continue the war he might reclaim themwbenever he 
thought proper. 

J I p By this time the Roman army was recover- 
' ed from its late defeat, and Sulpicius and Dc«. 

"*' ^' cius, the confuls for the following year, were 
placed at its head. The panic which had formerly 
feized it fro« the elephants now began to wear, ©ff, 
and both armies met near the city of Afculum, both 
pretty nearly equal in numbers, beinj^ about forty 
thoufand ftrong ; and here again, after ^*ftng and ob- 
flinate fight the Grecian difcipline prevailed. The Ro-. 
mans, beixig preffed on every fide, particularly by the 
elephants, were obliged to retire to their camp, leaving 
fix thoufand men dead upon the field of battle. But 
the enemy had no great reafon to boa ft of their tri* 
umph, as they had four thoufand flain ; fo that Pyrr^ 
hus replied to one of his foldiers, who was congratula- 
ting him upon his vldlory, " One fuch triumph more, 
« and I fhall be undonfe." 

This battle finiflied the campaign ; the next feafou 
began with'equal vigour on both fides, Pyrrhus having 
received new fuccours from home. While the two ar- 
mies were approaching, and yet but at a fmall diftance 
from each other, a letter was brought to old Fabrici* 
us, the Roman general, from the king's phyfician, im« 
porting^ that for a proper reward, he would take ^Rxxn 
off by poifon, and thus rid the Romans of a powerful 
enemy, and a dangerous war. Fabricius felt all the 
houefl indignation at this bafe propofal that was cnn« 
fiftent with his former charadier ; he communicated it 
to,his Colleague, and inftantly gave it as his opinion 
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that Pyrrhus (hould be inforined of tbe treat hery that 
was plotted againft him. Accordingly letters were 
difpatched for that pprpofe, informing Pyrrhus of the 
affair, and alledging the unfortunate choice of his 
friends and enemies. That he had trufted and promo- 
ted murderers, while he carried his refentment againft 
the generous and the brave. Pyrrhus now began to 
find that thefe bold bitrbarians were by degrees School- 
ed into refinement, and would not luffer him to be 
their fuperior even in generofity : he received the mef* 
fage -with as much amazement at their candouf as in- 
dignation at his phyfici^n's treachery. "Admirable 
Fabricius !" cried he, *^ it.would be as eafy to turn the 
" fun from its courfe, as thee froiii tbe paths of ho- 

-«' nour." Then making the proper inquiry among bis. 
fervants, and having difcovered the treafon, he order- 
ed his phyfician to be executed. However, not to be 
ou-tdone in magnanimity, he immediately fcnt to Rom* 
alt his prifc^rs without ranfora, and again dcfired ta 
negociate a peace. The Romans, on the other hand, 
refufed him peace, but upon the fame conditions they 
had offered before. ' 

So that, ^fter an interval of two years, Pyrrhus, 
having increafed his army by new levies, fent one part 
of his army to oppofe the march of Lentulus, the Ro- 
man conful, .while he himfclf went to attack Gurius 
Dentatus, the other in command, before his colleague 
could come up« His principal aim Was to furprife the 
enemy by night ; bat. unfortunately paffing through 
•woods, and his lights failing him, his men loft their 
way, fo that at the approach of morning, he faw him- 
ielf in fight of the Raman camp, with the enemy drawn 
out ready to receive him. The vanguard of both ar- 
mies foon met, in which the Romans bad the a'd van- 
tage. Soon after, a general engagement enfuing, 
Pyrrhus, finding tbe balance of the-vi<!^ory turning ftill 
agaiiift him, had once more recourfe to his elephants* 
Thcfe, however,^ the Romans were then too well ac-' 

' quainted with, to feel any vain terrors from ; and 
having found that fire was the moft effectual means to 
repel them, they caufed a number of balls to be made, 
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compofcd of flax and rofm, which were thrown againft 
them as they approached the ranks. The elephants, 
thus rendered furious by the flame^ and as boldly op- 
pofed by the foldiersj could no longer be brought on, 
but ran back upon their own army, bearing down the 
ranks, and filling all places with terror and confufion. 
Thus vidlory a( length declared in favour of Rome : 
.Pyrrhtis in vain attempted to ftop the flight and daugh- 
ter of his troops ; he loft not only twenty »three thou- 
iand of his beft foldiers, but his camp was alfo taken. 
This fcrved as a new leffon to the Roman*, who were 
ever open t<5 improvement : they had formerly pitched 
their tents without order j but by this new capturc^ 
they were taught to meafure out their ground, and for- 
^ tify the wbol^ with a trench ; fo that many of their 
fucceeding vidiories arc^to be afcribed to their impro- 
j^cd method of encamping. 

Pyrrhua thus finding all hopes fruitlefs, he jcfolved 
to leave Italy, where he found only defpifcite enemies 
and faithlefs allies ; accordingly, calHng^ogether the 
Tarchtines, he informed them that he had received af- 
furances from Greece of fpeedy^afliftance, and defiritig 
»them to wait the event with tranquility, the night fol- 
lowing embarked his troops, and returned undiflurbed 
into his native kingdom with the remains of his 0vat- 
^red forces, leaving a garrifon in Tarentum merely to 
favc appearances, and in this manner ended the war 
^ith Pyrrhus after fix years continuance^ 

As for the poor luxurious Tarentines, \fho were the 
original promoters of this war, they foon began to find 
% worfe enemy in the garrifon that was left for their 
defence, thaH in the Romans who attacked them from 
without. -The hatred between them and Milo, who 
commanded their citadel for Pyrrhus, was become fo 
great, that nothing but the fear of their old invete- 
rate enemies the Romans could equal it. In thisdiftrefi 
they applied to the Carthaginians, who With a large 
ficet came and blocked up the port of Tarentum ; fo 
that this unfortunate peaple, once famous through Ita- 
ly for their refinements and pleafures, now faw them- 
ftlves contended for by three different armies^ without 
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the choke of a conqueror. At length, however, the 
Romans found means to bring over the garrifon to 
their intereft ; after which they eafily became inafters 
of the eity, and demolifhed its walls, graining the in- 
habitants liberty and protedioiu 

CHAP. XIV.* 

From the beginning of the first Punic Warj to the he- 
ginning vf tJbe second^ when, the R^mais began to 
grow f^^erful fy se^ 

[U. C. 489.1 

A HE Romans having deftroyed all rival preten- 
(ions at Ijome, began to pant after foreigfi conquefts.— 
The Carthaginians were at that time in poJDTeffion^of 
the greateft part of Sicily, and, like the Romans, only 
wanted aa* opportunity of embroiling the natives, in 
order to become' mafters of the whole ifland* This 
opportunity at length offered. Hiero, king of Syracufe, 
one of the ftates of that ifland, which was as yet un- 
conquered, entreated their aid againft the Mamertines, 
a little people of the fame country, and they fent him 
fupplies both by fea and land. The Mamertines, on 
the other hand, to fliield off impending rutn, put them- 
felvcs under the prote£lion of Rome. The Romans, 
not thinking the Mamertines worthy of the name of 
allies, inftead of profeffing^ to affift them, boldly de- 
clared war againft Carthage ; alledglng as a rcafon the 
afliftance which Carthage had lately fcrit to the Couth- 
cm parts of Italy againft the Romans. In this man- 
ner a war was declared between thefe two j^owerful 
dates, both grown too great to continue patient fpec- 
tatbrs of each others increafe. 

Carthage, a colony of the Phoenicians, was built on 
the coaft of Africa, near the place where Tunis novr 
{lands, about an hundred and thirty fevcn years before 
the foundation of Rome. As it had been long grow- 
ing into powcfi fo it had extended its dominions all 
G a 
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along the coa{l8« But its chief flrength lay in ita 
fleets and commerce : thus circumftanced, tbefe two 
great powers began what is called the firfl Punic war* 
The Carthaginians, poffeffed of gold and filver, which 
night be exhaufted ; the Romans famous for perfcve- 
ranee, patriotifm and poverty, which feemed to gather 
ftrength by cverji defeat. 

But there feemed to be an infu» moun table obllacle 
to the ambitious views of Rome, as they bad no fieet^ 
or at lead jrhat defcrvcd th^t'title ; while the Cartha- 
ginians had the entire command at fea, and kept all 
the maritime towns under obedience. In fifch a fitua^ 
tion any people but the Romans would have refted con- 
tented onder difadvantages which nature feemed "to 
have uiJpofed ; but nothing could conquer or intimi- 
date them* <rhey began to apply themfclvcs to mari- 
time affairs ; and, though without fhipwrights to build, 
or feamen to navigate a fleet, tlwy refolved to fur- 
mount every obftacle with inflexible pcrfeverance, A 
Carthaginian veffel happened to be in a ftorm driven 
alhore ; and this was fufficient to fervc as a model..— ^ 
The conful Duillius was the Erft who ventured jto fca 
with, his. new conftrudied armament; and, though far 
inferioi" to the enemy in the management of bis fleets 
yet he gained the firft naval viftory, the Carthagini*. 
ans lofing fifty of their (hips, and the undiflyrbed fo* 
Yereignty of the fea, which they valu^ more. . 

But the conqueft of Sicily was only to, be obtained 
by humbling the power of Carthage at home* For thi« 
reafon the fenate refolved to, carry the war into Africa 
itfelf, and accordingly they fent Regulus and Manli- 
MS with a fleet of three hundred fail to make the inva* 
Son. Regulus was reckoned the tnoft confummate 
Warrior that Rome could then produce, and a profefFed 
example of frugal fevcrity. His patriotifm was ftill 
greater than his temperance } all the private paflions 
feexned cxtinguilhed in him, or they were all fwallow- 
«d up in one great ruling affe6iion, the Idv'e of his 
country* The two generals fct fail with their fleet, 
which was the greateft that had ever left an ItaHan 
port, carrying an hundred and forty thoufand mui**-« 
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They were met by the Carthaginians, with a fleet as 
powerful and men bett«;r ufed to the fea. While the 
fight CQtn tin ued rather between the fbips than the men 
at a diftance, the Carthaginian* feemed fuccefsfulj 
but when the Romans came to grapple with them, the '^ 
difference between a mercenary army, and one that 
fought for, fame was apparent. The refolntion of the 
Romans was crowned with fuCcefs ; the enemy's flefct 
were difperfed, and fifty-four of their vciTels taken. . 
The confequence of this vi dory was ait iimrjediate de- 
fcent upon the coaft of Africa, and the capture of the 
city Clupca, together with twenty thoufand men who 
were made prifoners. of war. 

The fenate being informed of thefe grfeat fiiccefles, 
and applied to for frefh inilrp^iikns, commanded J^lrfn- 
lius back to Italy, in order to fuperinttnd %hfr Sicilian. 
war; and# dire^ed that Regulus fiiould cdntinue in 
Africa to profecute his vidories there. 

A battle ehfued, in which Carthage was once more 
defeated, and fome of its heft troops were cut off.— 
This freih victory contributed to throw them into the 
utnjoft defpair ; more than eighty of their towns fub- 
. roitted to the Romans. In this diftrefs the Carthagi- 
nians, deftitute of generals at home, were obliged to 
fend to Lacedemon, offering the command of their 
armies to Xantippus, a general of great experience, 
who undertook to. condud them. 

This general began by giving the magiftrates proper 
inftru£tions for lerying their men : he affured theni 
that their armies were hitherto overthrown^ not by the 
ftrength of the enemy, but by the ignorance of their 
own generals ; he the ref dire only required -a ready obe- 
dience to his -ofders, and affured them of an eafy vic- 
tory. The whole city feemed once more revived from 
defpondency, by th^ exhortations of a fingle ftranger ; 
and foon from hope grew into confidence. /This was the 
fpirit the Grecian general wiihed td excite in them^; 
fo that when he faw them thus ripe for the engage- 
ment, he joyfully took the field. . The Lacedemonian 
made the mod Ikilful difpofition of his forces j he 
placed his cavalry in the wings ; ht dlfpofed the cle- 
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phants at proper intervals behind the line of the heavy 
aTmf»d infantry ; and, bringing up the light-anned 
troops before, be ordered them to retire through the 
line of infantry after they had difcharged their wea- 
pons. At length both armies engaging, after a long 
-and obftinate refinance, the Romans were overthrown 
with dreadful flaughter ; the greateft part of their ar- 
my being deftroyed, and Regulus himfelf taken prifon- 
er. Several other diftreffcs of the Romans followed 
foon after this. They loft their fleet in a ftorni ; and 
Agrigentum, their principal town in Sicily, was taken 
by Karthalo, the Carthaginian general. They under- 
took to build a new fleet, "which affo (hared the fate 
of the former, the mariners, as yet unacquainted with 
the Mediterranean fliores, drove it upon quickfands ; 
and foon after the greateft part pcrifhed in a ftdrm. 

Meantime, the Carthaginians being thus fuccefsful, 
were defirous of a new treaty for peace, hoping to have 
better terras than thofe infifted upon by Regulus. For 
this purpofe, they foppofed that he, whom they had 
now for four years kept in a dungeon, confined and 
chained, would be a proper folicitor. It was cxpe£led 
that, being wearied with, imprifonment and bondage, 
he would gladly endeavour to perfuade his countrymen 
to a difcontinuance of a war, which only prolonged his 
captivity. He was accordingly fent with their ambas- 
fadors to Rome, but with a promife, previoufly exadled 
from him, to return in cafe of being unfuccefsful. He 
was even given to underftand that his life depended bp- 
on^the fuccefs of his negociation. 

When this old general, together with the ambaffa- 
dors of Carthage, approached Rome, numbers of his 
friends came out to meet and congratulate his return. 
Their acclaniations refounded through the city ; but 
Regulus rsfufed, with fettled melancholy, to enter the 
gates. It was in vain that he was' entreated on every 
fideto vifit once more his little dwelling, and Iharc in 
that joy which his return had infpired. He perfiftcd in 
faying, that he was now but a ffave belonging to the 
Garth aginiaiu, and unfit to partake in the liberal ho- 
niburs of his country. 'Th« fcnate affembling without 
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the walls, as ufual, ta give audience to the anobaffacJo'rs, 
Rcgulus opened his commifiion, as he had been diredcd 
by the Carthaginian council, and their ambafTadors fe- 
conded his propofals* The fenate were, by this time, 
themfelvcs weary of a war which had been protradled a- 
bovc eight years, and were no way difinclinable to a 
peace. It only remained for Regulus himfelf to give 
Lis opinion, who, when it came to his turn to fpeak, 
to the furprifc of all the world, gave his voice for con- 
tinuing the war.. So un expelled an advice not a little 
difturbfd tbs/enate : they pitied a& well as admired a 
man who had u.fed fUch eloquence againft his private 
inter^fl, and could not conclude upon a meafure which 
was to terminate in his ruin. But he foou relieved their 
euabarraffmerit by. breaking off the treaty, and by riling 
in ord^r to return to his bonds and con&jement. It 
was in vain that the fenate and all his deareft friend* 
entreated his (lay ; he ftill repreffcd their foHcititions. 
Marcia, his wife, with her little children^ £Iled the ci- 
ty, with their hinemati4>ns, and vainly entreated to be 
pcnaitted to fee him; he ftill obAinatcly pcrM^d in 
kefping his promife ; and, though fufficiently apprized 
of the tortures that awaited his return, without embra- 
cing his family or taking leave of his friends, he depart- 
ed with the anibafladors for Carthage. 

Nothing could equal the fury and the difappointment 
of the Carthaginians, when they were informed by their 
ambafTadors that Regulus, inftead of battening a peace, 
had given his opinion for continuing the war« They ac- 
cordingly prepared tfo punifh hks conduct with the jnoft 
ftudied tortures.- Firft his eye4ids were cut off, and 
then he was remanded to prifon* He was, after U>mt 
days, again brought oul, and expofed with his face op- 
pofite the burning fun. At laft, when malice was fa- 
tigued with ftudying all the arts of torture, he was put 
into a barrel ftuck full of nails, that pointed inwards; 
and in this painful condition he continued till he died* 

Both fides now took up arms with more than former 
animofity. At length the Roman perfeverance wa« 
crowned with fuccefs, one victory followed on the back 
of another. Fabius Buteoj the conful^ oiice more Oiew* 
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^d them the way to naval viftory, by defeating a large 
fquadron of the enemy's fliips ; bat Lutatius^ Catulus 
gained a victory ftill more complete, in which the pow- 
er of Carthage lecnicd totally deftroyed at Tea, by the 
lofa of an hundred and twenty fbips, according to the - 
fmalleft computation. This lofs brought the Carthagi- 
nians to fue for peace, which Rome thought proper to 
grant ; but ftill inftrxible in its demand?, exaded the 
fame conditions which Rcgulus had formerly offered at 
the gates of Carthage, Thefe were, that they (hould lay 
down a thoufand talents of filver to defray the charge 
of the war, and (hould pay two thoufand two hundred 
more in teo years time : that they (hould quit SicHy, 
with all fuch iflands as they poffeffed near it s that they 
fhould never make war againit the allies of Rome, or 
cttme with any veffcls of war within the Roman domi- 
nions ; and laflly, that all their prifoners and d«?fcrtcrs 

TT p fhould be delivered up without ranfom. To 
* ' thefe hard conditions th« Carthaginians, now 

^ '* exhaufted, readily fubfcrlbed ; and thus end- 
ed the firft Punic war, which had laftcd tW€nty-four 
years, and in fome meafure had drained both nations of 
•every rcfource to begin another* 

C H A P. XV. 

Frojn tie end of the first Punic War^ to the end^jfthe 
second* 



X HE'war being ended between the Carthaginians 
and the Romans, a profound peace enfued, and in about 
iix years after, the temple of Janus was fiiut for the 
fecond time fmce the foundation of the^ city. The Ro-, 
mans, being thus in friendfliip with all nations, had an 
opportunity of turning to the arts of peace : they now 
b^^gan to have a rclifli for poetry, the firft liberal art 
which rifes in every civiHied nation, and the firft alfo 
that decays. Hitherto they had been entertained only 
with the rude drolleries of their lowfft buffoons : they 
ha^ fports called Fefcennini, in which a few debauched 
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aftors made their own parts, while railleiy and ftnut 
fupplicd the place of humour. To thefe acarapoficibn 
of a higher kind fuccceded, which thty called fati,re, 
which was a^kind of dramatic pocnij in which the cha- 
racters of the groat were particularly pointed out, and 
made an object of derifion to the vulgar. After thffe 
came tragedy ahd comedy, which were borrowed from 
the Greek ; and, indeed, the firft dramatic vj p 
poet of Rome, whofe name was^Livius An- 
dronicus, was by birth a Grecian. The rn- ^ 
ftant thefe finer kinds of compofition appeared, this great' 
people reje^d their former impurities with difdain.— . 
From thence forward they laboured upon the Grecian 
model ; and though they w:ere neverable to rival their 
mafters in dramatic compofition, they foon furpaffcd 
them in many of the more foothing kinds of poetry. 
Elegiac, paftoral, and didaflic compofitions, began to 
affume new beauties in the Roman language ; ahd fe- 
tire, not that rude kind of dialogue already mentioned, 
btit a nobler fort invented by Lucilius, was all their 
own. 

While they were thus/ admitting the arts of peace, 
they were not unmindful of making frclh -preparations 
for war : all intervals of eaiis fsemed rather to give 
frelh vigour for new dcfigns, than to relax their former 
intrepidity. The Illyrians were the fiifl people upon 
whom they tri^d their ftrength, after fome continuance 
of peace. That nation, which had long plun* 
dered the merchants of the Mediterranean with ^ * 
impunity, happened to wake depredations upon fome of 
the trading fubjedls of Rome : this being complained 
of to Teuta, the queen of the country, fhe, inflead of 
granting redrefs, ordered the anibaffador that was Pent 
to demand reftitution to be murdered. A war enfued, 
in which the Romans were victorious : mo<t of the II- 
lyric towns were furrendered to the confuls, and a peace 
at lad concluded, by which the greatfft part of the 
country was ceded to Rcme ; a yearly tribute was ex- 
acted fsi'the reft, and a proiiibitien added, that the 11-^ 
lyrians Ojould not fail beyond the river Liffus with wore 
tJi.4n *wo barks, andthofe unarmed. 
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The Gauls were the next people that incurred tfct 
difpleafure of the Romans. Suppofing a time of pea'ce, 
when the armief were difbanded, a proper feafon for 
new irruptionS} this barbarous people invited' freOi for- 
ces from beyond the Alps, and, entering Etruria, waft- 
ed all with fire and fword, till they came within about ^ 
three days journey of Rome« A prxtor and a conful * 
were fcnt to oppofe then], who, now inftruc^ed in the 
improved arts of war, were .enabled to furround the 
Gauls, who ftill retained their primaeval barbarity. ^ It 
was in vain that thofe hardy troops, who had nothing 
but their courage tp prote^ them, formed two fronts 
to oppofe their adversaries ; their naked bodies and un- 
difciplined[ forces were unable to withfland the fliock of 
aa^enemjr completely armed, and£cllled in 'military evi* 
plul^ons. A miferable daughter enfued, in which for* 
ty thoufand were killed, and ten thoufand taken prifon- 
crs. J^This viftory was followed by another gained over 
.them by Marcellus, in which he killed Viridomarus, 
their king, with his own hand, and gained the third 
royal fpoils that were yet obained at Rome. Thefe 
conquefts forced them to beg a peace, the Conditions of 
which' ferved greatly to enrich the empire^ Thus the 
Romans went on with Aiccefs ; they had now totally 
recovered their former lolTes, and only wanted an ene- 
my worthy of their arms to begin a new war. 

The Carthiginians had only made a peace becaufe 
they were no longer able to continue the war. They 
therefore took the earlieft opportunity of breaking the 
treaty : they beiicgcd Saguntum^a city of Spain, which 
had been in alliance with Rome ; and, though defired 
to de fi ft, profeco ted their operations with vigor. Am- 
baffadors were fent in Confequence from Rome to Car- 
thage, complatnitig of the infraftion of their articles, 
and requiring that Hannibal, the Carthaginian general, 
who had advifed this meafure, ftiould be delivered up ; 
which being refufed, both fides prepared for a fecond 
Punic war. 

The Carthaginians ^trufted the management of it on 
their-fide to H-annibal, the fon of Hamilcar^ This ex- 
traoidinary man had been made the fwomfoe of Rone 
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almoft from his infancy ; for, while yet very young, 
his father brought him before the altar, and oWiged 
him to take an oath, that he never would be in friend- 
fliip with the Romans, nor defift from oppofing their 
power, until he or they fhould be no more. On hi« 
ferft appearance in the field, he reconciled, in his own 
perfon, the moft jufl method of commanding with the 
moft perfect obedience to his fuperibrs. Thus lie was 
equally beloved by his generals and the troops he was 
appointed to lead. He was poffeffed of ^ the greateft 
courage in oppofing danger, and the greateft prefence 
of mind in retiring from it. No fatigue was able to 
fubdue his body, nor any misfortune to break his fpi- 
rit : equally patient of heat and cold, he only t&ok 
fuftenance to content nature, and not to deligBt his ap- 
petite. He was the bed horfeman, and the fwiftefl 
runner of his time. This great general, who is confi- 1 
dered as the moft fkilful of antiquity, havings ovet-run 
all Spain, and levied a large army of various languages 
and nations refolvedto carry the war into Italy itfelf, 
as tire Romans had before carried it into the domini- 
ons of Carthage. For this purpofe, leaving Hanno 
with a fufficient force to guard his conquefts in Spain, 
he croffed the Pyrenean mountains into Gaul, with an 
army of fifty thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe. 
He quickly traverfed that country, which was then 
wild and extenfive, and filled with nations that were 
his declared enemies. In vain itsforefts and rivers ap- 
peared to intimidate him ; in vain the Rhone, with its 
rapid currents, and its banks covered with enemies, 
or the Dura branched out into Aumberlefs channels, 
oppofed his way; he paffed them all with perfeverance, 
.and in ten days arrived at the foot of the Alps, over 
which he was to explore a new paffage into Italy. It 
was in the midft of winter when this aftoniihing pro- 
je^ Avas undertaken # The feafon added new horror$ 
to a fcene that nature had already crowned with bb-^ 
jedls of difmay. The prodigious height, and tremen- 
dous fteepnefs of the mountains, capped with fnow, the 
people barbarous and fierce, drelTed in flj:ins,'with long 
»nd fliiigg/ hair, pr^ented a {nfture that imprelTed the 
H 
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beholders with aftonifliment and terror. Bat nothing 
vas capable of fubduing the courage of the Carthagi- 
nian general ; for, at the end of fifteen days, fpent in 
croffing the Alps, be found himfclf in the pl&ins of 
Itily with about half bis army remaining, the reft 
having died of the cold, or been cut off by the natives. 
■ As foon as it was known at Rome, that Hannibal, 
at the head of an immenfe army, was croffing jtbe 
Alps, in order to invade their dominions^ the fenate 
fent Sciplo to oppofe him, who was obliged to retreat 
with confiderable lofs. In the metn time, Hannibal, 
being thus victorious, took the moft prudent precau- 
tions to increafe his army, giving orders always to 
fpare the poffeffiona of the Gauls, while his depreda- 
tions were permitted upon thofe of Rome ; and this fo 
pleafed that fimple people, that they declared for him 
in great numbers, and flocked td his ftandard with ala- 
crity. 

The fecond battle was fought upon the banks of the 
river Trebia. The Carthaginian general 'being appri- 
fedof the Roman impetuofity, of which he always a- 
vailed himfelf in almoft every engagement, had fent off 
a body of a thoufand horfe, each with a foot foldicr 
behind, acrofs the river, to ravage the enemy's coun- 
try, and provoke them to engage. The Romans quick- 
ly routed this force, who, fecmingto be defeated, took 
the river,, and were as eagerly purfued-by Sempronius, 
the conful. It /was not, however, till his army was 
got upon the oppofite bank, that be perceived himfelf 
lialf conquered already, his men being fatigued with 
wading up to their arm-pits, and quite benumbed by 
the intenfe coldnefs of the water. A total rout enfu- 
ed ; twenty-fix thoufand of the Romans were either 
killed by the enemy, or drowned in attempting to re* 
pafs the river. A body of ten thoufand men were all 
that furvived ; who, finding themfelves inclofed. on 
every fide, broke defperatcly through the enemy's 
ranks, and fought retreating, till they found flielter 
in the city of Placentia, ^ 

The third defeat the Romans fuftained was at the 
lake of Thrafmene ; near to'which was a chain of mouni. 
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tains, and, between thefe and the lake, a narrow paf- 
fage leading to a vnliey that was emboibmed in hills. 
It was upon thefe hills that Hannibal difpofed his beft 
troops, and it was into this valley that Flaminius^ the 
Roman general, led his men to attack him. A difpo- 
fition every way fo favourable for the Carthaginians 
was alfo affifted by accident; for a mift rifing from th» 
lake, kept the Romans from feeing their enemies ; 
while the army upon the mountains, being above it» 
influence, faw the whole difpofition of their opponents. 
The fortune of theW^y was^fuch as might be expedcd 
from the condu(^ of the two generals; the Roman ar- 
my was broken and ilaughtercd, almoft before they 
could perceive the enen^y that deftroyed them. About 
fifteen thoufand Romans, together with Flaminius 
hirafelf, fell in the valley, and fix thbufand more were 
obliged to yield themfelves prifoners of war. 

Upon the news of this defeat at Rome, after the 
general confternatlon was allayed, the fenate, upon 
mature deliberation, refolved to clccl a cdmmander 
with abfolute authority, in whom they might repofc 
their lafl and greateft expeditations. Their choice fell 
upon Fabius Maximus, a man of great courage, but 
with a happy m'rxture of caution.' He was apprifed 
that the only way to humble the Carthaginians atfuch 
a diftance from home was rather by harraffing them 
than by fightinjf. For this purpofe he always /encamp- 
ed upon tlie^highcft grounds, inaccejQSble to the ene- 
my's cavalry. Whenever they moved he moved, watclu 
cd their motions, ftraitened thei^ quarters, and cut off 
their provifions. 

By thef^ arts, Fabius had a£lually at one time en- 
clofcd Hannibal among mcuncains, where it was im- 
poflible to winter, and yet Irom which it was almofl 
impra^icable to extricate his army without imminent 
danger. In this exigence nothing but one of thofe^ 
flratagcms of war, which fall to the lot of great abili- 
ties only td invent, could Cave him : he ordered a num- 
ber of fmajl faggots and lighted torches to be tied to 
the horns of two thoufand oxen that he had in hi« 
camp, and that they fliould be driven towards the^cnc- 
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xny. Thefc toiling their heads, and running up the 
iides of the mountains, fcemed to fill the whoie neigh- 
bouring forcft with fire ; while the centinels that were 
placed to guard the approaches of the mountain feeing 
fuch a number of flames advancing towards their pofts, 
fled in confternation, fuppofing the whole body of the 
enemy was in arms to overwhelm them. By this 
ftratagem Hannibal drew off his army, and efcaped 
through" the defiles that lead beneath the hills, though 
with cojifiderable damage to his rear; 

Soon after, Fabius was obliged * lay down his of- 
ice, his time being expired, and Terentins Varro was 
chofen by the majority to fucceed to the command.—— 
This Terentius Varro was a man fprung from the 
dregs of the people, with nothing but his confidence 
and riches to recommend him. With him was joined 
^milius Paulus, of a dlfpofition entirely oppofite : 
experienced in the field, cautious in aflion, and im- 
preiTed with a thorough contempt for the abilities of 
his plebeian colleague. 

The Romans, finding themfclves enabled to bring a 
Competent force into the field, being almofl ninety 
thoufand ftrong, now again refolved to meet Hanni- 
bal, who was at this time encamped near the village 
of Cannae, jwith a wind that for a certain feafon blows 
Aill one way in his rear, which rajfing great clouds cyf. 
dufl from the parched plains behind, he knew mud 
greatly diftrefs an approaching enemy. In xh\% fitua- 
tion he waited the coming up of the Romans whb an 
army of forty thoufand foot, and half that number of 
cavalry. The two confuls foon appeared to his wifh, 
dividing their forces into two parts, and agreeing to 
take the command every day by turns. On the firft 
day of their arrival, it falling to the lot of JLmiliusto 
command, he was entirely averfe to engaging. The 
next day, however, it being come to Varro's turn to 
command, he^ without afking his colleague's concur- 
rence, g^ve the fignal for battle ; and paffing the ri- 
ver Aufidus that lay between both armies, put his 
forces in array. The battle began with the light-arm- 
ed infantry ; the horfe engaged foon after ; and the 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROMJE. 83 

Roman cavalry beio^ unable to {land againft thofe of 
Numidia, the legions came up to reinforce them. It 
was then that the conflict became general 2 the Ho- 
man foldiers for a long titoe endeavoured, but in vain, 
to penetrate the centre, where the Gauls and Spani- 
ards fought; "which Hannibarobferving, ordered part 
of thofe. traops to give way, and to permit the Roman* 
to embofom themfelves within a chofen body of hii 
Africans, whom he had placed on their wing, fo as to 
furround them ; upon that a terrible flaughter began 
to enfue of tlic Romans, fatigued with repeated at- 
tacks from the Africans, who were fre(h and vigorous. 
At laft the rotit?#ecanie general in every '^art of the 
Roman army ; the boaftings of Varro were now no 
longer heard ; while ^milius, who had been terribly 
Wounded by a fli^nger in the very beginning of the en- 
gagement, ftill feebly led oh his body of horfe, and 
did all that could be done to make head agaii^il the 
enemy j however, being unable to fit on hbrfeback, 
he was forced to difmount. It was in this deplorable 
condition of things, that one Lentolus, a tribune of 
the army, as he was flying on horfeback from the ene- 
my, which at fome diftance purfued him, met jEmilius 
fitting upon a ftone, covered over with blood and 
wounds, and waiting for the coming up of the purfvi- 
ers. *' -^milius," cried the generous tribune, " you 
" at leaft are glilltlefs of this day's flaughter; take 
" my horfe aiid fly." « I thank thee, Lentulus," cried 
the dying conful, "all is over, my*part is chofen: go, 
*< I command thee, and tell the fenate from me to for- 
" tify Rome againft the approach of the conqueror.*— 
*« Tell Eabius alfo, that JSmilius, while living, ever 
*♦ remembered his advice, and now, dying, approves 
" it/' While he was yet fpeaking the enemy ap- 
proached ; and Lentulus, before he was out of view, 
faw the conful expire, feebly fighting in the midft of 
hundreds. In this battle the Romans loft fifty thoir- 
fand mea, and fo many knights, that it is faid Han- 
nibal fent three bnfhels of gold rings 'to Carthage, 
which thofe of this order had worn on their fingers^ 
Ha 
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When the firft corftcrnation was abated after this 
dreadful blow at Rome, the fenate came to a general 
refolution to create a didator, in order to giveftrength 
to tlfeir government. A (hort time after, Varro arri- 
ved, having left behind him the wretched remains of 
bis army ; and, as he had been the principal caufe of 
the late calamity, it was natural to fuppiffe that the 
fenate would feverely reprimand the rafhnefs of his 
condii£l« But far otherwife ! The Romans went out 
in multitudes to meet him ; and the ^fenate retorned 
him thanks that he had not defpaired of the fafety of 
Rome, Fabius, who was confidered as th« -{hield of 
Rome, and Marcellus as the fword, mere appointed to 
lead the armies ; and though Hannibal once more of- 
fered them peace, they refufed it, but upon conditioxi 
that he fhould quit Italy. — Terms fimilar to thofe thcf 
had formerly inlifled upon from Pyrrhus. 

In the mean time, Hannibal, either finding the im- 
poflibllity of marching direftly to Rome, or willing to 
give his forces reft after fuch a mighty vi^ory, led 
them to Capua, where he refolved to winter. This 
tity had long been confidered as the nurfe of lux4iry, 
and the corrupter of ail military virtue ; here, there- 
fore, a new fcene of pkafurc opened to his barbajian 
troops; and they at once. gave themfelves up to the 
intoxication, till, from being hai-dy veterans, ihey be- 
came infirm rioters. 

. Hitherto we have found this great man fuccefsful ; 
but now we are to*reverfe the pi6^ure, and lurvey him 
Uruggling with accumulated misfortunes, and at laft 
Inking beneath them. 

His firft lofs vvas at the fiege of Nola, where Mar- 
cellus the prsetor made a fuccefsful fally. He fome 
time after attempted to raife the fiege. of Capua, and 
attacked the Romans in their trenches, but he "was re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. He then made a feint 
of going to befiege Rome ; but finding a fuperior ar- 
^ my ready to receive him, he was obliged to retire. For 
»y p fome years after^ he fought with various fuc- 
' * cefs ; Marcellus, "his opponent, fometimes 
^^^* gaining, and fometimes loiing the advantage, 
but coming to no dcci£vc engagement. 
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The fenate of Carthage at length came to a refolu- 
tion of fending his brother Afdrubal to his affiftance, 
with a body of forces drawn out of Spain. Afdrubal's 
march being made known to the confuls Livius and Ne- 
roy they went againfthim with gieat expedition^ and 
furfounding him in a place, into which he was led by 
the treachery of his guides, they cut his whole army to 
pieces* Hannibal had long expeded thefe fuccours with 
impatience ; and the very night on which he^had been 
affured of his brother's arrival, Nero ordered AfdrubaPs 
bead to be cut off, and thrown into hiabrother^s camp. 
The Carthaginian general now therefore began to per- 
ceive the approaches of the downfall of Carthage, and 
could not help, with a figb^ obferving to thoie about 
bim, that fortune feemed fatigued with granting her 
favours. 

In the mean time, fortune feemed to favour the 
Roman arms in other parts y Marcellus took tke city 
of Syracufe in Sicily, which was defended by the ma- 
chines and the fires of Atchimides the mathematician* 
The inhabitants were put to the fword, and among 
the reft Archiraides himfclf, who was found meditating 
in his ftudy by a Roman foldier* Marcellus, the gene- 
ral, was not a little grieved at his death. A paffion 
for letters >t that time began to prevail among the 
higher ranks of people at Rome. He therefore ordered 
his body to be honourably buried, and a tomb to be 
ere^ed to his memory, which his own works have long 
furvived. 

As to their fortunes in Spain, though for a while 
they appeared doubtful, two of the Scipios being flair, 
and Claudius Nero, the governor of the province ap- 
pearing much an undermatch for the cunning of the 
Carthaginian general, yet they foon recovered their 
complexion under the condudt of Sciplo Africanu?., 
who fued for the office of pro-coiiful to that kingdom^ 
at a time when every one elfe was willing to decline 
it. Scipio, who was now but twenty-four years old, 
had all the* qualifications requifite for forming a great 
general and a good man ; he united the greateft cou- 
rage with the greateft tendemefs j fupcriorto Hanni- 
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bal in the arts of peace, and almoft his equal in thofe 
of war. His father had been killed in Spain, fo that 
be feemed to have an hereditaiy claim to attack that 
country. He therfeforc appeared irrefiftible, obtaining^ 
onany ^rcat vidories, yet fubduing ftill more by his 
generofity, raildnefs, and benevolent difpofltion, thaa 
by the force of his arms. 

It was fbortly after that he returned with an artn)^ 
from the conqueftof Spain, and was madcconful at tht 
age of twenty-nine. It was at firfl fuppofed he intend- 
ed ifieetlng Hannibal in Italy, and that be would at^ 
tempt driving him from thence ; but he had already 
formed a wifer plan, which was to carry the war into 
Africa, and, while the Carthaginians kept an army near 
Rome, to make them tremble tor their own capital. 

Scipio was not long in Africa without employment; 
for in a fhort time Hanno oppofed him, but he was de- 
feated and {lain. Syphax, the ufurper of Numidia, led 
up a large army againft him. The Roman general for 
a time declined fighting, till, .finding an opportunity^ 
he fet fire to the enemy's tents, and attacking them in 
the midft of the coofufion, killed forty thoufand men, 
and took fix thoufand prifoners*- 

The Canhaginiaus now, beginning to be terrified at 
their repeated defeats, and the fame of Scipio*s fucces- 
fes, determined to recal Hannibal, their great champion^ 
out of Italy, in qrder to oppofe the Romans at home. 
Deputies were accordingly difpatched, with a pofitivc 
command for him to return and oppofe the Roman gen- 
eral, who at that time threatened Carthage with afiege. 
J^orhing could exceed the regret and difappointment of 
Hannibal upon receiving this prdei'. However, he o- 
bcyed the orders of his infatuated country with the fame 
fubmiffion that the jneaneft foldier would have done, 
and took leave of Italy, with tears in his eyes, after ha- 
ving kept poffeflionof the moft beautiful parts of it for 
above fifteen years. 

Upon his arrival at Leptis in Africa, from whence 
he marched to Adrumctum, he at laft approached Za- 
ma, a city within five day's journey of Carthage. Sci- 
pio, in the m^an time, led his army to meet himj j<5in- 
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ed by Mafliniffa with fix thoufand hoifc ; and, t&ihev 
his rival in the field how little he feared his approach, 
fent back the fpies which were fent to explore his camp, 
havitog prev4oufly (hewn them the whole, with direc- 
tions to inform Hannibal of what they had feen. The 
Carthaginian general, confcious of his inieriority, en- 
deavoured to difcontinue the war by negociation, and 
defired a meeting with Scipix> to confer upon terms of 
peace, to which the Roman general affented. But, af- 
ter a long conference, both fides parting diffatisfied, 
they returned to their camps to prepare for deciding 
the controverfy by the fword. Never was a more me- 
morable battle fought, whether we regard the general*, 
the armies, the two ftates that contended, or the em* 
pire that was in dlfpute. The difpolition Hannibal 
made of his men, is faid, by the ikilful in the art of 
■war, to be fuperior to any of his former arrangements. 
The battle began with the elephants on the fide of the 
Carthaginians, which, being terrified at the cries of the 
Romans, and wounded by the flingcrs and archers, turn- 
ed upon their drivers, and caufcd much confuliOn in 
both wings of their army, in which the cavalry wai 
placed* Being thui deprived of the affiftance of the 
horfe, in which their greateft ftrength confifled, the 
heavy infantry joined on both fides ; but the Romans 
being ftronger of body, the Carthaginians were obliged 
to give ground. In the mean time Mafliniffa^ who had 
been in purfuit of their cavalry, returning and attack- 
ing them in the rear, compleated their defeat. A total 
rout enfucd, twenty thoufand men were killed in the 
battle or the purfuit, and as many were taken prifoners. 
Hannibal, who had done all that a great general and 
an undaunted foldier could jlerform, fled with a fmall 
body of horfe to Adrumetum, fortune feeniing to delight 
in confounding his ability, his valour, and experience, 

.This vidtory brought on a peace. The Carthaginians, 
by^Hannibars advice, offered conditions to the Romans, 
which they diclated not as rivals, but as fovercigns— 
By this treaty the Carthaginians were obliged to quit 
Spain, and all the iflands in the Mediterranean fca. 
They were bound to pay ten thoufand talents iu fifty 
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years ; to give baftages for the delivery of their fliips 
and their elephants ; to reftore Mafliniffa all the terri- 
tories that bad been taken from him ; and not to make 
war in Africa but by the permiflion of the Romans. 
Thus ended the fccond Punic war, fcventeen years af- 
ter it had bqgun* 

CHAP. XVI. 

From the end of the second Punic War^ to the end of the 
thirds which terminated in the destruction ofCarthage* 



Wi 



HILE the Romans were cnj^aged with Han- 
nibal, they carried on alfo a vigorous war againft Phi- 
lip, king of Macedonia, not a little incited thereto by 
the prayers of the Athenians, who>.from once control- 
ipg the power of Perfia, were now unable to defend 
themfelves. The Rhodians, with Attains, king of Pcr- 
gamu?, alfo entered into the confederacy againfl Philip. 
He was tnore than once defeated by Golba the conful, 
who was fent againft him. He attempted to befiege A- 
thens, but the Romans obliged him to raife the fiege. 
He attempted to take poffeffion of the ftreights of Ther- 
mopylae, but was driven from them by Quintus Flanii- 
nius with great flaughter. He attempted to take re- 
fuge in Theffaly, where he was again defeated with 
condderable lofs, and obliged to beg a peace, upon con- 
d.tion of paying a thoufand talents, half down, a id the 
other half in the fpace of ten years. The peace with 
Philip gave the Romans ant>pportunity of (hewing their 
generofity, by reftoring liberty to Greece. 

Aiitiochus^ king of Syria, was next brought to fub- 
mit to the Roman arms ; after feme cnibaflies on the 
one fide and the other, a war was declared againft him 
iiv^ years after the conclufion of the Macedonian war. 

After various raiftakcs and mifcondu^l, he attempted 
to obtain a peace, by offering to quit all hi§ places in 
Europe, and fuch in Afia as profeffed alliance to Rome. 
But it was now too late ; Scipio, perceiving Lis ov/n 
fuperlority, was refolrcd to avail himfelf of it. Anti- 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 89 

ochtls, thus driven into rcfiftance, forfome titne retreat- 
ed before the enemy, till, being preffed hard near the 
city af Magncfta, he was forced to draw out his men, 
to the number of feventy thoufand foot, afid twelve^ 
thoufand horfe, Scipio oppofed him with forces as 
much inferior in number as they were fuperior in cou- 
rage and difcipline. Antiochus therefore was in a fhort 
time entirely defeated ; his own chariots, armed with 
fcythes, being driven back upon his men, contributed 
much to his overthrow. Being thiis reduced to the laft 
extremity, he was glad to procure peace of the Romans 
upon their own terms : which were, to pay fifteen thou- 
sand talents towards the expences of the war, to quit 
all his polfeffions in Europe, and likewife all. in Afia on 
that fide Mount Taurus, to give twenty hoftages as 
pledges of his fidelity, and to deliver up Hannibal,, the 
inveterate enemy of Rome. 

In the mean time, Hannibal, whofe deftrudlion was 
one of the articles of this extorted treaty, endeavoured 
to avoid the threatened rtiin. This confummate gene- 
ral had been long a wanderer, and an exile from his 
ungrateful country. He had taken refuge at the coprt 
of Antiochus, who at firfl gave him a fincere welcome, 
and made him admiral of his fleet, in which ftation he 
ihewed his ufual ikill in ftratagem. But he foon funk 
in the Syrian's efteem, for having advifed fchemes which, 
that monarch had neither genius to underftand nor ta- 
lents to execute. Sure, therefore, to find no fafety ©r 
prote<Slion, he departed by ftcalth ; and, after wander* 
iug for a time among petty ftates, who had neither 
power nor Fenerofity to proted him, he took refuge at 
the court of Prufias king of Bithynia. In the meantime , 
the Romans, with a vindictive- fpirit utterfy unworthy 
ofthem, fent iEmillus, one of their /moft celebrated 
generals, to demand him of this king, who, fearing, the 
relentment of Rome, and willing to conciliate their 
friendlhip by this breach of hofpitality, ordered a guard 
to be placed up^n Hannibal, with an intent to deliver 
him up. The poor old general,' thus implacably perfe- 
cuted from one country to another, and finding all me- 
thods of fafety cut off, determined to die ; he therefore 
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defired one of his followers to bring him poifon, which 
be had ready for this exigence ; and drinking it, h« ex- 
pired, as he had lived, with intrepid bravery. 
rj ry A fccond Macedonian war was foon after pro- 
' * daiimed againft Perfeus, the fon of Philip, w hom 
^ ^* we have already feen obliged to beg peace of 
the Romans, Perfeus, in order to fecure the crown, 
had contrived to murder his brother Demetrius ; and, 
upon the death of his father, pleafed with the hopes of 
imaginary triumphs, made war againft Rome. During 
the courfe of this war, which continued about three 
years, many opportunities were^fFered him of cutting 
off the Roman army ; but being perfeAly ignorant how 
to take ad\-aitt«ige of their rafhnefs, he Ipent the time 
in oqjpty overtures for a peace. At length i^ilius 
gave him a decifive overthrow near the river Enipeus. 
He atteniptcd to procure fafety by flying into Crete ; 
but being abandoned by all, he was obliged to furrcn- 
der hirofelf, and to grace the ^Jendid triumph of th« 
Roman general. 

About this time Mafllniffa, the Numidian, having 
-niade fome incurfions into a territory claimed by tbc 
Carthaginians, they attempted to repel the invafion.— 
This brought on a war between that monarch and them; 
while the Romans, who pretended to confider this con- 
du<Sl CI theirs as an infraAion of the treaty, fent to 
'make a complaint. The ambaffadors who were employ- 
ed upon thi:: occafion, finding the city very rich and 
flourifliing, irorn the long interval of' peace which it had 
now enjoyed fcr near fifty y';:ars, either from motives 
of avarice to pofTefs its plunder, or from fear of its grow- 
ing greatnefs, infifted much on the neceflity of a war, 
which was «foon after proclaimed ; and the conful fct 
out with a thorough refolution utterly to demolifh Car- 
thage. . ^ ^' . 

The wretched Garthaginiaiis, finding that the con- 
querors would not de fid from' making demands, while 
they had any thing left to fupply, attempted to foften 
the vifilors by fubmiffiwri ; but they received orders to 
leave their city, whicfj was to be levelled with the ground. 
This fcvere command they received with all the cpn- 
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cern and diftrcfe of defpairing people i tbcy ijnplorM 
for a refpit^ from fuch an hard fen tcnce : they ufed 
tears and lamentations: but finding the eonfills inexo^ 
rable> they deplrted with a globnay rcfolution, prepa- 
red, to foffer the utmoft extremities, and to fight to the 
I aft for their feat of empire. 

'Thole vcffels, therefore, of gold and filver, which 
their luxury had taken fuch pride in j were converted 
into arms • The women parted alfo with their oma*> 
mentsv and even cut off their hair, to be converted in- 
to ft rings for the boWt^en. Aldrubal, who had been 
lately condemned for oppofing the Romans, was now . 
taken frbm prifon to head their army ; and fuch pre- 
parations were made, that, when the confuls came be* 
fore the city, which they expe<fled to find an eafy con- 
queft, they met with fuch refiftance as quite difpiritcd 
their fofrces, and ftiook their refolution. Several en^ 
gagcments were fought before the walls, with dlfad» 
vantage to the affailants ; fc^that the fiege would have 
been difcontinued, had not Scipio ^milianus, the a- 
dopted fon of Africanutt who. was now appointed to 
command it, ufed as mti^ ikill to fave his forces after 
a defeat, as to infpire them with frefli hopes of viiaory. 
But all his arts would have failed, had he not found 
means to feduce Pharneas, the mafter of the Carthagi- 
nian horfe, who came over to his fide* The unhappy 
townfmen foon faw theenemy make nearer approaches; 
the wall which led to the haven Was quickly demolifh- 
ed, foon after the Forum itfelf was taken, ^hich'^of- 
fered the conquerors a deplorable fpedlacle of houfei 
nodding to the fall, heaps of men lying dead, hundred* 
of the wounded ftruggling to emerge from the carnage 
around them, and deploring their own and their coun;* 
try'g ruin. The citadel foon after fufrendered at dif- 
cretion. All now but the temple was fubdued, and 
that was defended by deferters from the Roman army, 
and thofe who had been moft forward to undertake the 
^ar. Thefe however expcding no mercy, and finding 
their condition dcfperate, fet tire to the building, and 
voluntarily perilhed in tfie flamet* This was the end 
of one of tbd moft ren<^wned cities in the world| boti 
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for artS} opulence, and extent of doniinion ; it had ri« 
vailed Rome for above an hundred years,, and at one 
time was tho«ght to havjp the fuperiority. 

This conqaeft over Carthage "was foon followed by 
majiy over other ftates* Corinth, one of the nG^left 
cities of Greece, in the fame year fuftaincd the fame 
fate, being entered by Muramius, the conful, .«ndic- 
velled to the ground. Scipio alfo having laid fiege to 
>lumantia, the flrongeil> city in Spain, the wretched 
inhabitants, to avoid falling into the hands of the ene- 
my, fired the city over their own heads, and all, to a 
man, expired in the flames. Thus Spain became a 
province belonging to Rome, and was governed thence- 
forward by^ two annual praptors. , 

CHAP. XVII, 

trom the distruction of Catthage^ to the end of the *c- 
dmonofiheGraccbU 

[U. C. 6aj.3 

. X HE Romans now being left without a rival, the 
trimnphs and the fpoils of Alia brought in a taile for 
fplendid expence ; and thefe produced avarice and in-- 
rerted ambition. The two Gracchi were the firft who 
faw this ftracgc cbrruption among the great^ and re- 
folvcd to reprefs it, by rene^ying the Licinian law^ 
which had enaded that no perfon in the Hate (hould 
poffefs above iixc. hundred acres of land. . Tiberius 
Gracchus, the elder of the two, was a perfon vcrycon- 
fiderable both for the advantages of his body, and the 
qualities ot his mind. Very different from Scipio, of 
whom he was the graqdfon, he feemed more ambitious 
of power than defirous of glory : his compaffion for the 
opprcfied was equal to his animofity againfl the opprcf- 
fors; but unhappily his p?ffions, rather than his rca- 
fon, operated even in purfuits of virtue ; and thefe air 
ways drove him beyond the line of duty. This was 
the difpofition of the elder Gracchus, who found the? 
i^?>^er ^artof the people ready to feconfi all his pr<^9t 
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faJn This la^r, though at firft carried pn with proper 
moderation,, greatly difguAed the rich, who endea* 
Tourcd to perfuade the people, that the propofcr only 
aimed at diftarbing the gov^rament, and putting all 
things iato con^fufion; But Gracchus, who was a main 
of the greateft eloquence of h'ls time, eafily wiped oiff 
thcfe iiipreflions from the miods' of the people, already 
irritated with their wrongs, and at length the law wafc 
paffed. ' ^ , 

Tiie death of Attalus^ kin^ of Pfergamus, furniihcd 
Tiberius jGracchtis with a new opportunity of gratify- 
ing the meaner part of the people attheexpence of the 
great* This king had by his laft will left the Romans 
his heirs ; and it was now propofrd that thf money fo 
left (hould-be divide4 among the poor, in order to fur- 
nifli them with proper utenfila for cultivating the land$ 
which became thcirs;by the late law of partition. This 
caufed fiill greater diflur^ances than before; tfee fcnate 
a0'cip.bling upon this occafioa in order to confult the 
jnoft proper methods of fecuriug thefe riches to tfeem- 
felvcs, which they now vaJued above the fafety of the 
commonwealth ; they h^ tiumerou^ dependents, ,wh6 
were willing to give tip ^^berty for plenty and eafe ; 
thefe tliereforc Were commanded to be in readinefs, to 
intimidate the> people who expe&ed no fuch oppoBtloh, 
and who were now attending to the harangues of Ti« 
berius Gracchus in the capitol* Here, as a clamour 
was raifed by the clients o£ the great on one fide, ani 
by the favotlrers of the law on the other, Tiberius 
found his fpcech entirely iuterrupted, and begged in 
vain to be attended to ; tilU at lad, railing his band 
to bis head, to intimate that his life was in danger, 
the partisans of the fe'nate gave out that be wanted a 
diadem. In confe^uence of this, an univerfal uproar 
fpread itfclf through all ranlcs of pebple ; the corrupt 
pan of the fenate were of opinion, that the conful 
ftiould dcf^ind the commonwealth by force of arms ; 
but this prudent magiftrate declining fuch violence^ 
Scipio Na&ca, kinfman to Gracchus, immediately rofe 
up, and preparing himfelf for the conteft, defined that 
all who would defend the dignity and the authority of 
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the lavs (hould follow liiiii. Upon this^ attended by 
a large body of fenators and clients,, armed with clubs, 
he went dire^ly to the capitol, Ariking down all who 
Tentured to refift. Tiberius, perceiving by the tumult 
that his life was fought for, endeayoured to fly ; aiid, 
throwing aiide bis robe t9 expedite his efcape, attempt- 
ed to get through the throng ; but happening to fall 
over a perfon already on the. ground, Saturnius^ one 
of his colleagues in the trlbpnelhip, who was of the 
oppofite faction, flmck him dead with a piece of a feat; 
and not lefs than three hundred of his hearers (hared 
the fame fate, being killed in the tumult. Nor did the 
Yengeance of the fcnate reft here, but extended to 
t) umbers of thofe Who feemed to efpoufc his caufe ; 
many of them were put to ileath, many were ban ifbed^ 
and nothing was omitted to infpire the people with an 
abhorrence of his pretended crimes. 

Caiur Gracchus, the brother of him who was flain^ 
was but twenty ^nc upon the death of Tiberius, and 
as he Iras too young to be much dreaded by the great, 
fo he was, the firft unwilling to incur their refcnt>ment 
by aims beyond his reach; -he therefore lived in re* 
tirement> unfeen and alnivft forgotten. But, while 
he thus feemed defirous of avoiding popularity,: he was 
employing his folitude in the ftudy of eloquence^ which 
was the rcadieft means to obtain it : at length, when 
he thought himfelf qualified to ferve his countiy^ be 
offered himfelf candidate for the quaeftorflvip to the ar* 
my in Sardinia, which he readily obtained. His va- 
lour, affability, and temperance in his ofiice were re* 
marked by all. The king of Numidia, fending a prc- 
fent of corn to the Romans, ordered his ambaffadors 
to fay that it was entirely as a tribute to the virtues 
of Gaius Gracchus. This the fenate treated witl»fc&r95 
and ordered the ambalTadors to be difmiffed wit^ con- 
tempt, as ignorant barbarians ; which fo inflamed the 
refentment of young Gracchus, that he immediately 
came from the army to complain of .the indignity 
thrown upon his reputation, and to offer himfelf for 
the tribunefhip of the people. It was then that the 
great fouad in this youth, who had been hitherto ne« 
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glebed upon account ef his age, a more formidable an- 
tagonift than even his brother bad been, Notwithftand- 
ing the warmeft oppofition from the fenate, he waa 
declared tribune by a lar^e majority, and he i^ow pre- 
pared to run the fame career which his brother had 
gone before him. 

His firft effort wa» to have Popiliuy, one of the moft 
inveterate of his brother'j^ enemies, cited before the 
people^ who, rather than ftand the event of a trialj 
chofe to go into voluntary banilhment. He next pro- 
cured an edia, grantijig the freedom 6f the city to the 
inhabitants of Latium, and foon after to all the fieo- 
p!e on that fide the Alps. He afterwards fixed the 
price of corn to a moderate ftandard, and procured a 
monthly diftribution of it among the people. He then 
proceeded to an infpe<ftiou into the late corruptions of 
the fenate ; in which the whole body being convided 
of bribery, extcrrtion, and the fale of offices, for at 
that tiaae a total degeneracy feemed to have taken 
place, a law' was made, transferring the power of judg- 
ing corruut roagillrates from the fenate to the knights, 
which mad% a great alteration in the conftitution. 

Graccliug, by thefe means, being grown not only 
very populat but very powerful in the ftate, was be- 
coixie an objecSt at which the fepate aimed all their re- 
fcntment. -But he foon. found the populace a faithlefs 
and unfteady fupport ; they began to withdraw all their 
confidence from him, and place it npon Drufus, a man 
inlldioafly fet up againll him by the fenatew It was in 
vain that he revived the Licinian law in their favour, 
and called up feyeral of the inhabitants of the differ- 
ent towns of Italy to his fupport ; the fenate ordered 
them all to depart Rome, and even fent one ftr an- 
ger to prifon; whom Gracchus had invited to live 
with him, and honoured with his table and friendfhip. 
To thfs indignity was (hortly after added a difgrace of 
a more fatal tendency 5 forftandingfor the tribunefbip 
a third time, he -fras reje6\ed, it being fuppofed that 
the officers, whofe duty/it was to make the return, 
were bribed to reje^ him' though fairly chofcn. 
I j». ' ■ 
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It was now fccn that the fate of Gracchus was re* 
iolved on. Opimius, the conful, was not contented 
with the protc£iion of all the fehate and the knights, 
with a numerous retinue of ilaves and clients, but or* 
dered a body of Candians, that were mercenaries in the 
Roman fcrvice, to follow and attend hini. Thus guard- 
ed, and confcious of the fuperiority of his forces, he 
infulted Gracchus wherever* he met him, doing all in 
his power to produce a quarrel, in which he -SDight 
have a pretence of difpatching his enemy in the fray. 
Gracchus avoided all recrimination ; and, as.if apprife^l 
of the conful's defigns, would not even wear any kind 
of arms for his defence. His friend Flaccus, however, 
a zealous* tribune, wa^ not fo remifs, but refolved to 
oppofc party againft party^ and for this purpofe brought 
up feveral countrymen to Rome, who eame under pre- 
tence of dcfiring employment. When the day for de- 
termining the controverfy was arrived, the two parties 
early in the morning attended at the xaprtol, wherc^ 
while the conful was facrificing, according to cuftom, 
one of the lidors, taking up the entrails ojf the beaft 
that was (lain in order to remove them, coiild not- for- 
bear crying out to Fulvius and his party,, " You, ye 
*< factious citizens, make way for honed men." Thi» 
infult fo provoked the party to whom it was-addreiTed, 
that they inftantly fell upon him, and pierced him to 
death witli the inftruments they ufed in writing, which 
they then happened to have in their hands. This mur-* 
der caufed a great difturbance in the alTcmbly; but 
particularly Gracchus, who Taw the confe(|uences that 
were likely to enfue, reprimanded his party for giving 
his enemies fuch advantage over him, but now prepa- 
red to lead his followers to mount Aventinc. It was 
there he learned that proclamation had been made' by 
the conf«ls, that whoever fhould bring either hv? head 
or that of Flaccus, fhould receive its weight in gold at 
a reward. It was to no pur|>ofe that he fen t the young-- 
eft fon of Flaccus, who was ypt a child, w}th propofala 
for an accommodation. The^chate and the conCufs^ 
who were fenfibje of their fuperiority, rejefted all hit 
«fferS| and refolved to puftifii his offcfice with nothing 
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lefs thsin death ; and th^ ofiVred pardon alfo to all 
■who fhould leave hin3 immediate'ly. This produced the 
dcfired cfie6i ;^ the people fell from him hy degrccSj afld 
left him ■wrth^'ery inferior for<:es. In the mean time, 
Opimius, the conful, who thirfted for flanghter, lead- 
ing his forces up to mount Avcntinc, fell in among the 
crowd with tirigovernable fury: a^tcrrijble flaughter of 
the fcarce rciilting multitude enfucd, and not lefs thati 
three thou fand citizens were flain upon the fpot. Flac- 
cus attempted to find Ihclter in a ruinous ^cottage, hut 
being dlfcovered, was flain with his eldcft fon, Grac-» 
clius at fiVA retired to the tempk of Diana^ where he 
-was refolved to die by his owli hand; but was pre* 
vented by two of his faithful friends and folFowersj 
Pomponius and Lucinius^ who forced him to feefc fafe- 
ty by flight. From theuec he made the bed of his way 
to crofs a bridge that led from the city, ftill a^tend<id 
by his two generous friends, and a Gredan flave, 
•whofc name 3va$ Philocrates. But his purfuers ftill 
prcffed upon him from behind, and when come to -the 
foot of the bridge, he was obliged to turn and face Ihe 
enemy. His two friends were foon flain, defending 
him again ft the crowd ; and be wa« forced to take re- 
fuge with his flave in a grove beyond the Tyber, which 
had long been dedicated to the furies. Here, finding 
himfelf furroundcd on every fide, and no way left of 
efcaping, he prevailed upon his flave to kill him, who 
immediately after killed himfelf, and fell down upoa 
the body of his beloved mafter. The purfuers foon 
coming up, cut off the head of Grajcchus, and pla^d 
it for a while as a trophy upon a fpear. Soon after> 
one Septimulcius carrying it home, there, firft having 
ffecretly taken out- the brain, he filled it with lead in 
order to make it weigh heavier, and thus received of 
the conful feventeen pounds of gold as his recompence. 
Thus died Caius Gracchus about ten years after his 
brother Tiberius, and fix after he began to b^ aAive 
in the cofnmon wealth. He is ufually impeached by 
bifloriajis as guilty of fedition ; but from what we fee 
of his character, the difturbance of public tranquility 
was rather owing to hU oppo&rs thtn to him ; fo that 
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indead of calling the tumults of that t?me the fcditton 
of the Gracchi, w; (bould rattier call thcUi the fcdition 
of the feiKite againft the Graccli', fiiicc the efforts of 
the latter were made in vindicati6n of a 'law to which 
the fijnatc had affented, and as the dcligns of the for. 
iocr were fupported *by an extraneous armed power 
from the country tligt had never before meddled in the 
bufinefs of the legiflation, and whofe introduction gave 
a mod irTecoverable blow to the con(litution« Whe- 
ther the Gracchi were actuated by motives of ambition 
or »f patriotifm in the promulgation of thefe laws^ it 
is impoffible to determine ; but certain it is, from what 
appears, that all juflice was on their fidei and all in^ 
jury on that of the fcnate. In fad, this body was now 
quite changed from that venerable alTembly, which we 
have feen overthrowing Pyrrhus and Hannibal, as much 
by their virtues as by their arms. They were noW 
only to be diflinguiflied from the reft of the people by 
their fuperior luxuries, and ruled the commonwealth 
by the weight of that authority which is' gained from 
riches, and a number of mercenary dependencies. All 
the venal and the bafe were attached to them from 
motives of felf intf reft ; and they who ftill ventured 
to be independent were borne down, and entirely loll 
in th6 infamous majority. In fhort, the empire at this 
period came under the government of an hateful aW- 
ftocracy ; the tribunes,, who were formerly accounted 
protestors of the people, becoming rich tbemfelvesy and 
having no longer oppofitc intcrefts from thofe of the 
fenate, concurred in their- oppreiOiions ; llncei as has 
b?&n faid, it was not now the ftruggle between patri- 
cians and plebeians, who only nominally differed, but 
between the rich and the poor. The lower, orders of 
the (late being by theie means reduced to a degree of 
hopclefs fubjedlion, inftead of looking after liberty only 
fought for a leader; while the rich, with all the fuf- 
p'icion of tyrants, terrified at the Hightefl aipptarance 
of oppofitioti, entrufled men with uncontrollable power, 
from whom they had not llrength to withdraw it when 
the danger was over. Thus both parts of the date 
concurred in giving up thcif freedom ; the fears of the 
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iejiate firft made the di<5lator, and the hatred of the 
people kept him iti his office* Nothing can be more 
dreadful to a thinking mind than the government of 
Rome from this period, till it found refuge under tht 
protcdlion of Auguftus. 

CHAP. XVIIt. 

Trom the sedition of Gracchus to the perpetual dictator'*^ 
ship of Sylia\ which was the first sttp towards tht 
ruin of the commonwealth of Rome^ 

yV Hits the Romans were in this (late of de- 
plorable Corruption at home, they neverthelefs were 
irery fuccefsful in their tranfa^tions with regard to fo-* 
»cign powers* 

Jogurtha was grandfon to the famous Mafliniflay 
-who iided againft Hannibal with Rome. He was edu- 
cated with the two young princes, who were left to 
inherit the kingdom, and being fuperior in abilities to 
^othy and greatly in favour with the people, he mur* 
dered Hiempfal, the eldeft fon, and attempted the fame 
by Adhcrb.al, the younger, who made his efcape, and 
fled to the Romans for fuccour* Whereupon Jugur- 
tha, being fen^ble how much avarice and ipjuOicehad 
crept into the fenate, fent hi» ambaffadors with large 
prefents to Rome, who fo foccefsfully prevailed, that 
the fenate decreed him half the kingdom which he had 
thus acquired by murder and ufurpation, and fent ten 
eommiffioners to divide it between niro and Adhcrbah 
Xhe commiffioners, oi whom Opimius, the murderer" 
of Gracchus, was one, willing to follow the example 
-which the fenate had fet tliem, were alfo bribed to be- 
llow the moil rich and populous part of the kingdom 
upon the ufurper, who for all that rcfolved to poffcfs 
himfelf of the whole. But willing to give a colour to 
His ambrtion, he only made in the beginning incuriions 
upon his colleagues* territories, in order to provoke 
reprifals^ which he knew how to convert into fecmif^g 
aggrei&oo, in cafe \% came before the ienate. This 
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failing, he refolved to throw off theinafk ; and bcfic^* 
ing Adherbal in Cirta, hii capital, he at length got 
him into his power, and murdered him. The people 
of Rome, who had (IjU fome gcncrofity remaining, una- 
nimoufly complained of this treachery, and procured a 
decree, that Jugurth^ ihould be fummoned in perfon 
before thera, to g'k^ an account of all fuch as had ac- 
cepted bribes. Jugurtha made no great^ difficulty ^in 
throwing himfelf upon the clemency of Rome j but 
giving the people no fatisfa^ion, he had orders to de- 
part the city ; and, in the mean time, Albanus, the 
conful, was fent with an army to follow him, who giv- 
ing up the direction of the army to Aulus, iiis brotjier, 
a perfon every way unqualified for the command, the 
Romans were compelled to. hazard a battle upoo difad- 
vantageous terms f and the whole army, to avoid be- 
ing cut to pieces, was obliged to pafs under the yoke. 
Id this condition, Metellus, the fucceedi^ig cot^Atl| 
found affairs upon> hif arrival in Numidia ; <>ficers 
without confidence, »n army without difcijpUnc, and 
an enemy ever watchful and intriguing. However, by 
his great attention to bufinefs, and by an integrity that" 
ihuddered at corruption, be foon b^sgan to retrieve the 
affai/s of Rome, and the credit of tht army. In the 
fpace of two ycjar^ Jugurtha was overthrown in fevcral 
battles, forced out of his own dominions, and Conl^rain- 
td to beg a peace. Thus all things promifed Metel- 
lus an eafy and certain vidlory, but he was fruftrated 
in his expeftations by the intrigues of Caius M^arius, 
his lieutejiant, who came in to reap that harvefi of glo-. 
ry which the othe/*s induftry had fown. Caius Marius 
was born in a village near Arpinium,* of poor parents, 
who gained their living by their labour. As he had 
been bred up in a. participation of their toils, his man- 
ners were a^ rude as his countenance was frightfuL— . 
He was a man of extraordinary ftature, incomparable 
ftrelagth, and undaunted bravery. When Metellus, as 
had been faid, was obliged to folicit at Rome for a con- 
tinuance of his command, Marios, whofe ambition 
knew no bounds, was refolved to obtain it for himfelf, 
,and thus gai« all the glory pf putting an end to the 
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war. To th^it end he privattly inveighed againft Mc- 
tellus by his cmiffaries at Rome; and having excited a 
fpirit of difcontent againft him, he had leave granted 
him to go to Rome to ftand for the confuifhip hjmfcif, 
which he obtained contrary to the expectation and in- 
t^reft of the nobles. 

Marius being thijs invefted with^hc fuprcme power 
of managing the war, (hewed bimfelf every way fit for 
the comroiflion. His vigilance was equal to his valour, 
and he quickly made hiTTifelfm after of the cities which 
Jugurtha had yet remaining in Numidia. This unfor- 
tonate prince finding himfelf unable to make oppofi- 
tion fingly, was obliged to have rccourfe for affillancc 
to Bocchus king of Mauritania, to whofe daughter he 
was married. A battle foon after cnfjsed, in which 
the Nuraidians furprifed the Roman camp by night, 
and gained a temporary advantage. However, it was 
but of fhort aontipuancc ', for Marius foon after over- 
threw them in two fignal engagements, in one of which, 
Dotlefs than ninety thoufand of the African army were 
ilain. Bocchus' no wfis ding the Romans two powerful 
to be refifted, did not think it expedient to hazard his - 
own crown to protect that of his ally ; he therefore 
dctei-mincd to make peace upon whatever conditions he 
might obtain it ; and accprdingly feht to Rome implo* 
ring proteclion. The fen ^te received the ambaffadors 
with their ufual haughtinefs ; and, without comply^ 
tng with their requeft, granted the fuppliant, not their 
friend fljip but theU* pardon* Notwithftanding, after 
fonie time, he was given to underftand, that the delii. 
▼crirtg up of Jugurtha to the Romans would in fome 
roeafure conciliate their favour, and foften their refent- 
isent. At firft the pride of Bocchus ftrxiggledagainft 
fucii a propofal, but a feir interviews with Sylla, who^ 
was qu»{lor to Marius, reconciled him to this treache- 
rous meafure. At length, therefore, jugurtha was gi- 
ven up, ,being drawn into^n anibufcadeby the.fpecioui 
pretences of his ally, who deluded him, by defmng a 
conference ; and being made a prifoner, he was carried 
by Marius to Rome, loaded with chains, a deplorable 
i^llaj9ce of blalled ambition/ He did not Iqng furvive 
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bis overthrow, being condemned by the fcoatc to be 
Aarved to death in prifon a ihort time after he had a« 
domed the triumph of the conquerer. 

Marius> by this and two iuccceding vi<5toriet over 
the Qaolsj having become very formidable to diftant 
nations in war, became foon after much more danger- 
ous to his fcHow-citizens in peace. 

The rtrength which he had given the popular J^arty, 
every day grew more confpicu<uis ; and the Italians be- 
ing fruftrated in their aims of gaining the freedom' of 
Roine by the intrigues of the fcnale, they refolvcd up- 
on obtaining by force what was refufed them as a fa- 
rbVLTf This gave rife to the Social war, in which inoft 
X)f the flates of Italy entered into a confederacy againft 
Rome, in order to obtain a rcdrcfs of this and all the 
reft of their grievances. 

After a lapfe of two years this war having continued 
to rage with doubtful fuccefs, the fenatc began to re- 
flect that, whether conquered or conquerors, the power 
of the Romans was in danger of being totally dcftroy- 
ed. In order therefore to foften their compliance by 
degrees, they began by giying^the freedom of the city 
to fuch of the Italian ftates, ais had not revolted.*— 
They then offered it to iuch as would fooneft. lay down 
their arms. This unexped^ bounty had the delired 
effed ; the aT1ieS| with mutual dlftruft, offered each a 
feparate treaty : the fenate took them one by one into 
favour, but gavcr the freedom of the city in fiich a 
manner, that, being empowered to vote not until all 
the other tribes had given their luffrages, they had 
very little weight in the conftitijtion. In this mariner 
they were made free, all but the Samnites and Luca- 
nians, who fe^emed excluded from the general conipro- 
mife, as if to leave Syira,-who commanded againft 
them, the glory of putting an end to the war; this 
he performed mth great conduct, ftorming their camps, 
overthrowing them in feveral battles, and obliging 
them to fubmit to fuch terms as the fenlte were plea# 
fed to irapofe. 

This deftrudiTC war being concluded, which, as Pa- 
terculas fays, ©onfinmed abate tfercc huadred thoufaad 
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ef the flower of Italy, the fenate itow began to tfeiAJc 
of turning their arms againft Mithridates, the rooft 
powerful monarch of the eaft. 

For this expcdttton Mariins had long been preparing; 
but Syllai who now began to make a figure in tbie 
commOQWealth, had intercft enough to get Jtarius fet 
afide, and himfelf afmointcd to the expedition. Mari- 
us, however, tried afl hfs art^ with tie people to ge.t 
this appointment reverfed, and at Iciigtji procured St 
law to beenafted, that the command of the army ap- 
pointed to Gppofe. Mithridates wa« to be transferred 
from SyUa to Martus. 

In confcquence of this, Marias immediately fcrit 
down officers from Rome to take the command in bis 
name. But, inftead of obeying their orders, they fell 
upon and Acw the officers, and then entreated Sylla 
that he would lisad them directly to take fign^I vcft- 
geance upon all his enemies at Rdme* 

Accordingly his foidiers entered the city fword la 
hand, as a place taken by ilorm. Marius and Sulpi» 
cius, at the bead of a tumultuary body of their parti, 
aans, attempted to oppofe their entrance ; and the ci» 
tizens themfclvcs, who feared the fackage of tbe place, 
threw down ftoncs anil tiles from the tops of tbe houfet 
upon the intruders* So unequal n conflict latled long- 
er than could have been expeded : at length Marius 
and lu$ party were obliged to feek^fafety by flight, af- 
ter having vainly offered liberty to all the flavcs who 
would affili them in this emergency, ^^f^- 

Sylla now finding himfelf mailer of the city, begiih 
by modelling the laws fo as to favour his outrages.— 
White Marius, driven out of- Rome, and declared a 
public enffemy, at tbe age of feventy was obliged tofave 
hiavfelf, unattended 4nd! on footf from the numerpua 
purfuits of thofe; who fought bis Ufc After having 
wandered for fome time in this deplorable condition^ 
he fotsnd every day bis dangers in creaf«9 and his pur- 
fuers making nearer advances* la this diftrefs be waa 
obliged to conceal himfelf in the marlbes of Mintur* 
nuni». where he fpent the night up to his chin in a 
quagmire. At bre^ of day he left tkis d^fmal place 
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and made towards the fea^fide, in hopes of £«dlR^. ^ 
fiiip to facilitate his efcape ; but being known and diC- 
covcrcd by feme of the inhabitants, he was condudte4 
to a neighbouring town, with a halter round iiis peck, 
-without clothes, and covered over with mud, was fe^t 
to prifom The governor pf the place, willing to con- 
form to the orders pf the fenate, foon after fent a Cim- 
prhn, flave to. difpatch him ; bpt the barbarian no 
Iboner entered the dungeon for this purpofe but he 
ftopt fhort, intimidated by the dreadful vifage and aw- 
ful voi(:e of the fallen, general, who fternly demanded 
if he had the prefumption to kill Caius Marius ? The 
flave, unable to reply, threw down his fword, and 
Tufliing back from the prifon, cried out that Jie foun4 
it impoflible to kill him ! Tjic governor, confidering' 
the fear pf the Have as an ompn in the unhappy exile's 
favour, gave him once more his freedom ; and, com- 
mending him to \}\s fortune, provided him with a Jfhip 
to €onvey him from Italy, Jie from thence made tl^e 
beft of his way to the Lfland of iEnaria, and failing on^ 
ward was forced by .a teppeft op the coaft of Sicily r--- 
There a Pomah qu^ftor, who happened to be at the 
fame place, refolvcd to fei?e him ; by which he loft 
j|xtecn of his crew, who were killed in their endea- 
vours to covfr his retreat to the (hip. He afterward* 
landed in Africa, near Carthage, and went in a jmc-r 
lancholy manner to place himiclf amongfl the ruins of 
that dcfol^ted place. He foon, however, had order* 
Iroiij the nwyior who governed there to retire. Mari- 
us, who relWmbered jiis having once ferved this very- 
man when in n^eceflity, could not fupprefs his fbrrowr- 
atfitiding/mgratitude in every quarter of Oie world, 
ini preparing, to obey, defired the meflcnger to tell 
Ifism after that lie had feen Marii|s fitting among the 
ruins of Cartilage, intimating the gfeatnefs of his own" 
f^ll by the defolation' that wag round him. He thea 
embarked once more, and not knowil^g where to^ land 
without encountering an enemy, fpcnt the winter at 
Tea, expe ft ing every hour the return of a mefTengcr 
from his fon, whom ho had fent to folicit protedlioii 
from an African prince, whofc name was MandraftaL 
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After loiig expectation, indead of tlie mcfflengcr, his 
fon bimfelf arrived, having elcaped from the- ifthoft^ita- 
ble court of that monarch, where he had been kept, 
not as a friend, but a prifoher, and had returned juft 
time enough to prevent his father from fliaring' the « 
fame fate. It was in this iituation that they were in- 
formed that Cinna, one of their party, who had re- 
. rtained at Rome, had reftoted their affairs, .and headed 
a large army of the Italian ftates in his o^ufe." ^ 

Nor Was it long before they joined their forces, and 
^refent^d themfelves at the gates of Rome. Sylla was 
at that time abfent in his command againfl Mithy- 
diates, while CI nna marched into the city accompanred' 
by his guards ; but Marius flopped, and refufcd to en- 
t^r, aUedging, that, having been banifhed by a public 
d'ecree, it was neceffary to have another to authorire'' 
his return. It was thus that he dcfircd to give* frii* 
meditated ctuelties the appearance of juftice ; and, 
while he was about to dcftroy thoufands, to pretend an 
iflfjplicit veneration for the law*. In purfuance of hii 
dcAre, an aflfembly of the people being called, they be- 
glin to reverfe his banifliment ; but they had fearer 
gone through three of th^ tribes, when, incapable of 
containing his -defire of revenge, he entered the city ' 
at the head of hls-guards, and maftacred all that had" 
ever been obnoxious, to him, without remorfe or pity. 
Several who fought to propitiate the tyrant's rage Were 
murdered by his command in his prcfencc.^ tnany, even 
of thofe who had never offended him, Av^re put to 
death ; and at laft even his own officers never ap- 
proached him but with terror. Having m this manner 
punifhed his enemies, he next^ abrogated all the laws 
which were made by his rival, and then made hiniL-lt' 
conful with Cinna. Thus gratiiied in his two favour- 
ite paffions, vengeance and ambition, having once 
fdvcd his country, and- now deluged it with blood ; at 
Jaft, as if willing to crown the pile of (laughter which 
he had made with his own body, he died the month 
after, aged feventy, not without fufpicion of havin|^ 
buflcned his end. 
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In the mean time thefe accounts were brought tm 
Syllsi) who was Cent agaitift Mitbridates^ and who wat 
performing many fignal Cervices agalnd hisi ; but con* 
eluding a peace with that monarch, he refolved to re- 
turn home to take revenge of his enemies at Rome* 

In the mean time nothingr could intij||idate Cinna 
from making preparations to repel his oppommt. Be- 
ing joined by CarbO) who was now elected in the room 
ef Valerius ^ho had been ilain, together with young 
l^ariusy who inherited alh the abilities and the ambi« 
tion of his father, he determined to fend over part of 
the forces he had raifed into Dalmatia to oppofe Sylla 
before he entered Italy* Some trooj>swere according* 
'if embarked ; but thefe being difperfed by a dorm, the 
reft that had not yet put to fea abfolutely refufed to 
i»» Upon this, Ciuna, quite furious at their difobe- 
iiwicri ruflied ^rward to p^rfuade them to their duty« 
2n the mean time, one of the mo(V mutihous of the 
tbldiers being Aruck by an oiEcer, returned the blow, 
and was apprehended for his crime. This ilMimed 
feverity produced a tumult and a mutiny through the 
whole army ; an4 while Ctnna did all he could to pre« 
vent or appeafc it, he was run through the body by one 
•f the crowd. 

- Scipio, the conful, who commanded againft Sylla^ 
was foon after allured by propofals for coming to a, 
treaty : but a fufpenfion of arms basing agreed upon, 
Sylla's foldiers went into the oppoHte camp, 3ifplayfng 
thofe riches wtich they had acquired in tlieir expedi- 
tions, and offering to participate with their fellow ci« 
tiaens in cafe they changed their party* Accordingly, 
the whole army declared unanimouily for Sylla; and 
Scipio fcarce knew that he was^forfaken and depofed, 
till he was informed of it by a party of the enemy, 
who entering his tent, made him and his fon their 
prifoners. 

In this manner both fa6lioi^s exafperatcd to the higli« 
eft degree, and cxpefting- no mercy on either part, 
gave vent to their fury in feveral engagements. The 
forces on the fide of young Marius, who now fiicceed- 
ed his father in command, were the mod numerous^ 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF HOME.. ro? 

but tbofe of Sylla better united and more under fubor- 
dination. Carbo who commanded an army -for Mar ius 
in the field, fent eigbt legions to Brbncfte, to relieve 
his colleague, but they were met by Pompey, after^ 
wards furnamed the Great, in a defile, who {lew many 
of them, ^and difperfed the reft. Carfeo, joined by 
Urbanus, foon after engaged McteUus, but was over- 
come with the lofs of ten thoufahd men flain, and fiat 
thoufand taken' prifftuerfi. In confequencie of this de- 
feat, Urbanus killed himfelf, and Carbo fled to Africa, 
where, after wandering a long tinrc, hc^ was at 1 aft de- 
livered up to Pompey, who, to pleafe Sylla, ordered 
him. to be beheaded. Sylla now became undifputed 
mrffler of hiis country, entered Home at the head of his 
army. Happy had h© fupported. in peac« the glpry 
-which he had acquired in war, or had he ceafed to live, 
when he ceafed to conquer. 

Eight thoufand men wlip had efcaped the general 
carnage offered themfelves to the conqueror ; he or- 
dered theih to be put into the Vitla Publicst, a large 
fconfe in the Campus Martius, and at the fame time 
convoked tlie fenate ; there he fpoke with great fluen- 
cy, and in a manner no way difcompofed, of his own 
exploits ; and in the mean time gave private direftions, 
that all thofe wretches whom he had- confined fhould 
b^ flsiin. The fenate, am'azed at the horrid outcries 
of the fufFerers, at firft thought that the city was given 
vp to plunder ; but Sylla, with an nncmbarraCed air, 
informed them that it was only fome criminals who 
-fvefe punifhed by bis order, and that they needed not to 
snake themfelves .;Uiteafy about their fate. The day 
after he profcrlbed forty fenators and fixteen hundted 
knights ; and after an intermiifion of two days, forty 
Tenators mofe, with an infinite number of therichcft 
citizens of Rome. 

He next rcfolved to inveft himfelf with the di£lator- 
/bip, and that for a perpetuity: and thus uniting all 
civil ds well as military power in his own pcrfon, ht 
vras eonfcibus he might thence gite an air of juftk* f 
every oppreffion; 

- • • ' ' '• K a .* — 
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la this maimer he continued to govern with caprici- 
ous tyranny, none daring to refill bis power, until , 
contrary to the expeAations of all mankind, be laid 
down the diftatorfbip, having held it not quite threct 
yciu-s. 

After this lir retired into the country in order to en- 
joy tb^ pleafures of tranquility- and Social happtnefs ; 
but he did not long furvivc his abdication ; he^ diedo{ 
that difeafe whkh ia called the siorbus pedtcnlarts, & 
loathfooif and mortifying objedi, and capable of iheW'» 
ing the futility of boman ambition* 

CHAP. XIX. 

From the ptrpetuai Dictaicrship of Syiia^ tatht TrU 
uwvlratt (fCasiiry Fompeyy and Crassus* 
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I PON the death of Sylla, the jealoofiea of pom-^ 
pey and Crafius» the two moft powerful men 4n tbe 
empire r began to excite frefli diileniions* PomfKy wad 
the moft beloved general and Craffus was the rieheii 
man in Rome. 

The &rft opportunity that was afforded of difcover- 
ing their mutual jealoufy was upon diibanding their 
troops with wjiicb they had conquered. Neither chofe 
to begin ; fo that the moft fatal confeqiiences threat* 
eoed from their diffenfion ; but -at length, CraHus 
Hiding his refcntment, laid down his command ; and 
the other followed bis example immediately after.«^ 
The next trial between Uiem was, who (hould be fore* 
fifioft in obtaining the favour of the people^ Graffut 
entertained the populace at a thoufand different tables, 
diftributed com to the families of the poor, and £td th« 
greateft part of the citizens for near three months.*-* 
Fompey, on the other hand, laboured to abrogate the 
laws made again (I the people's authority by Sylla : ht 
footed the power of judging to the knights, which 
bad been formerly granted them by Gracchus, aji4 
gave back to the tribunes of the people all their for- 
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mcr pnvilcgfc«« It wa« tfeaa tb*t each gave his private 
aims a public appearance ; fd that what vas 4h realitjr 
ambition in both», took with ooethe name €>£ iibctality-, 
with the other tbat of ffccdem. ^ ' 

An expedilioi^ in whi(;h Powpey cleaved the Medi- 
teTraneatit which was infidied b> pirates, baymg.a^ed 
l^reatly tor his reputatioo, -^he tribunes of the feopit 
hoped it would ht eaficr to advance their favourite ftill 
higher ; .wb^efore Maiuli«s» one- of the nmitbcr, f rc^ 
ferNd a law, that all the armies of the emigre, witht 
the government of all Afia, together with the maiKil^e- 
roent of the war, which was renewed againft Mithri* 
dateS) fiiould be ^inmitted to him aJ one. * The law 
pa&d'withUttle l^pofitiony and the decree was con- 
firncd by all the tribes of ^ people. 

Being thus appointed to the command of that im- 
portant war, be immediately jdq>arted for Afia^ having 
made tlie proper preparation« towards forwarding the 
campaign. Mithridates had been obliged by Lucuilus 
to take refQge in Lefler Armenia, and thither that ge- 
neral was |i3'eparing to follow him, when his whole ar- 
ray abandoned him, £t> that it remained for Pompey to 
termmate the war, which he effected- with great eafe 
and expedition, adding a large extent of dominion to 
the Roman empire, and returning ta^Rcme in triti.mph 
at the bead of his conquering army.- % 

But all the vidkories of Pompey rather fefved to 
heighten the glory than to increaf<p the power of JRoine ; 
they only made it a more glaring obje^ of adibitioi», 
and expofcd its liberties to greater 'danger. Thofe lii 
berties indeed fccmed devoiid to ruin on every Hix ; 
for, even while he wa* purfuing his conquefls abroad, 
Rome was a% the -^crge of ruin from a -confpiracy at 
home. This confpiracy was projedled and carried on 
hy Sei^ius Catiline, a partrician by birth^ who refoU 
Ted to build his own power on the downfall of his 
country.. He was fingularfy formed, both by art and 
nature, to condu^ a confpiracy : he was podTcffed of 
coarage equal to tha rooft defperate attOi^ts, and elo- 
quence to give a colour to his ambition ; ruined in his 
fortuae, profligate in his mannersi and vigilant, iA 
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purfuinjj bis aims, ht was ififatiable after wealthy only 
Vith a view to lavifti it on his guilty pleafure. 

Catiline, having coiitradled many debts by the loofe- 
nefs of fuch an ill fpcnt life, was refolved to extricate 
hlmfelf from them by Any means^ however unlawfnU 

Accordingly he afiembled about thirty of his de- 
bauched affociates, and. informed them of his aims, his 
.hopes, and his fettled plan of operations. It was re- 
folved among theul that ?l general infurredlion (hould 
• be ralfed throughout Italy, the difierent parts of which 
wtire aligned to thediiferent leaders. Rome was to 
be fired ia feveral places at once, and Catiline, at the 
head of aft army raifcd in Etruria,- was in the genera! 
confuQon to poUefs bimCelf of. the city, and maffacre 
all the fenators. Lentulus, one of his profligate affift* 
ants, who had been praetor, or judge in the. city, was 
to preiide in their general councils : Cethegus, a n)ati 
who facrificed<the poffellion of great prefent power to* 
the hopes of gratif]jing his revenge againft Cicero, was 
to direct the maf&cr6' through the city : and C»fiu8 
was to condudt thofe who fired it. But the vigilance 
of Ciocro bdng a chief obftacle to their defigns, Gati- 
line, was very dcfirous to fee him taken off befo'-e he 
left Rbme; upon which two knights of the company 
undertook to kill him the next morning in his bed, in 
an .early vifit on pretence of bufinefs. But the meet- 
ings was no fooner-over than Cicero had information of 
all that paffed in it; for by the intriguer of a woman, 
namedrFuIvia, he had gained' ov^r Curius, her lover, 
ikfid one of the eoflfpirators, to fend him a pun£)ua( 
account of all their •deliberations. Having taken pro- 
per precautions to guard himfclf again ft the deligns of 
his morning vifitors, who were pundlual t<» the appoint- 
ment, he next took care to provide for the defence of 
the city ; afed alTembling the^ fenate, confulted what 
was beft to be done in this time of danger. The firft 
ftep taken- was to offer considerable rewards for farther 
difcoveriest and then to prepare for the defence of the 
ftatc. Catiline, to fhew how well he could diflemble, 
or jufUfy any crime, went boldly to the fenaite, decla- 
ring his innocence ; but when confronted by the elo^ 
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quence of Cicero^ he haftily with^ew; deckriiig alcni^ 
that iince hetivas denied a vindication of faimfelf^ and 
driven headlong b^ his enemies, 4ie would ext^giiifli 
the flames which' was raifed about him in ucivcrfal 
ruin. Accordingly, after a A\ort conference with Leu* 
tulus and Cethegus, he Jeft Rome by nig tit, with m 
fmall retinue, to make the beft of his way towards^ 
Etruria,.wherc Manilius, one of the confpirators, Was 
raifing an army to fupport him. 

In the mean time Cicero took proper precautions to 
fecure all thofe of the confpi racy who remained in 
Rome. Lcntulus, Cethegus, Ca^fins, and fevcrl others, 
xvere put in confinement; and foon after, by the com<r 
nian4 of the fcnate, being delivered over to the execu- 
tioner, were ftrangled in prilbn. 

While his affbciates were put to death in the city^ 
Catiline had raifed an army of twelve thoufand men j 
of which a fourth part only waa completely armed ; 
the reft being furni/hed with what chance afforded, 
dartsy hhces, and clubs. He rcfufed at firft to en^ft 
ilave9^ who had flocked to him in great numbers, trud* 
ing to the proper ftrength of the confpiracy ; but upon 
the approach of the conful^ who wa» fent againft his^ 
and upon the arrival of the news that hia confederater 
were put to death in Rome, the face of his aflfairs were 
entirely altered. His irft attempt^ therefore, was by - 
long marches, to make his efcape over the Apennines 
into Gaul ; but in this his hopes were difappointed, all 
the paffes being ftridly guarded by an army under Mei 
tellus, fiiperior to his own. Being thus hemmed in on 
every fide, AVki feeing all things defperate, with nothing 
Itifthim but either to die or con4|uer,he refolvedtomakc 
one vigorous effort againft that army which purfued^him. 
Antonius, the conful, being himfelf fick, the ccvnrmand 
devolved upon his lieutenant Petreius, who, after a 
fierce and bloody action, in which he loft a confiijera- 
ble part of his beft troops, put Catiline's forces to the 
rput, and deftroyed his whole army, which fought des- 
perately to the laft man. 

The eactin^ion of this confpiracy feemed only xo 
I(tay6 a& open theatr^ for the ambition of tjie great men . 
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of the ftatc to difplay itfcif ini Pompey was now re- 
tamed in triumph from con(5[ueriftg' the eaft, as he had 
before been vidtorlous in Europe and Africa. 

Craffus, as we haVe already obfcrVed, was the richeft 
man In Rome ; and next Xp him, poffelTed of the ^reat- 
cft authority: his party in the fenate was even Wron- 
ger than that of Pompey his rivaf, and ihc envy rai fed 
again'ft him was Icfs. He knd Pompey had beeti long 
difunitcd'by an oppofition of intercfts and of charact- 
ers : however, it was from a continuance of their mti- 
tual jealouQes that the flat^ was in fome meaftire to 
expert its future fafety* It Was in this fituation of 
things that Julius Caifar, who had lately gorte prastor in- 
to Spain, and had returned wi^ great riches and glorjr, 
refolved to convert their mutual jealoufy to his own 
advantage. This celebrated man was nephew to Ma- 
i-ius by the female line,- and dcfcendcd fr6tn one cf the 
moil illuftrious families in liome ; he. had already 
mounted by the regular gradations of office, having 
be€ai (^uxftcr, »dile, grand pontiff, and praetor in Spain. 
Being c^efcended from popular anceftors, he warmly 
cfpoufed the fide of the people ; and fhortly after the 
death of Syila proturcd thofe whom he had banifhed to 
be recalled. He had all along declared for the popu* 
lace*againft the fenate, and by this became their mofl 
favourite tnagiftrate. This confummatc ftatefman be- 
gan iirft by offering his fervices to Pompey, promifing 
him his aid in having all his ^€it paffed^ notwithftand- 
ing the fenate- s oppofition. Pompey, pie a fed at tlic 
acquifition of a perfon of fo much merit, readily gratit* 
cd him his confidence and protection. He next appli- 
ed to Craffus, who, from former conn^ftions was dtf* 
pofed to become ftill more nearly his friend: at length, 
finding tieither of them averfe to an union of intcrefU, 
he took an opportunity of "bringing them together j ^nd 
remonftrating to them on the advantage as well as the 
neceffity of a reconciliation, he had art enough to per- 
fd*de them to forget iorraer animofities. A combina- 
tion was thus formed, by which they three agreed that 
nothing fhoiVld be done in the commonwealth but what 
received their mutual concurrence and approbation.**. 
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TbU was called the firft Triumvirate^ by which we 
lind the cqnftitutioa weakened by % new : jntcrcft that 
had not bitlierto taken place in the government^ very 
different from that either of the fenatc or the people, 
and yet dependent on bo^h, - v . 

■ € H A P* XX. ' 

Fr0m ibe beginning cf the first Triumv^ratey to the 

■ i' ■ .- death of Pompey, ' 

'■ % . '"■,.. - ' ' '• . • ' ' 

[U. G. 694.] 

J(l he ^i^ thing Caifar did, upop being taken in- 
to the triumvirate, was to avail hiwfelf bf the interc^ 
of his confederates to obtain the confulfhip. The fe- 
nate had ftill fome influence left; and^ though they 
were obliged to conc^ in chufing, yet they gave him 
for a colleague one Bibulus, whp they fuppofed woulS 
be a check upon his power ; but the oppofition was top 
ftrong for even fuperipr abilities to refift it j fo tbaf 
JJibulus, after a flight attempt in favor of the frnatei 
remained inactive, Cxfar began his fchepes for em* 
pirc,by tngratiatingjiimfelf with the people : heprocur^ 
cd a law for dividing certain lands in Campania amon|[ 
fuch of the poor citizens as had at leaft thre(? children. 
This propofal was juH: enough in itfelf, and. only cri- 
minal frpm the views of the propofer. \,- \ / . . 
Having thus Ilrepgthenened ; himfelf at hpme^- h^ 
next deliberated with his confederatea about {baring the 
foreign provinces of the ebpTre b'^i^een tliem. The 
partition was foon made : Pompy chofe Spain for hii^ 
own part j.' for being fatigued -^ith conqueft, and fati^ 
ated with military' fame, he was willing to take liis 
pleafutes at Ronte. GrafTus chofe Syria for his part of 
the empire ; which province, ai^ it had hitherto enrich^ 
the generals who had fulidufed it> would, be hoped, gra- 
tify him in this his m oft favourite purfliit. To Csefar 
was left the province pf ft-aul ; compofed of many fierccL 
and powerful nations, moft of them unfubducd, and the 
reft only profclEng a nominal fabjedion. Wherefore, 
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as it w» ratber a^ypointing hizn to con^ner titan eoiB- 
mandsthia goTcrnfiexit was granted him for fire years, 
ais if, by its continnance, to compenfate for its danger. 
It would be tnrpoffible, in this narrow cotnpais., to 
enumerate aU tbe battles C^&far fought, and the ftates 
he fubdaed, in his expeditions into Gaul and Britain, 
which contintinued eight years. The Helvetians were 
the firft that were brought into fubjedlion with the lofs 
of near two huoihed thoufand naen ; thofe who remain- 
ed after the carnage wer« ient by Gaefar in fajfety to 
the forefk from whence they had ilTued* The Ger» 
inans^ with^Arioi^iftua at their head, were next cut off, 
to the number of eighty thoufand j their monarch him- 
felf narrowly efcaping in a little boat acrofs the Rhine, 
The Beige were cut off with fuch great flaughter, that 
jnarfhes apd deep rivers were rendered paffible from 
the heaps of flain. The Nervians, who were the moft 
warlike of tho£e barbarous natrons, made bead for a 
iiort time, and fell upon the Romans with fuch fury, 
that their army was in danger of being utterly routed ; 
fcut Cjcfar himfclf, haftily catching up a buckler, rulh* 
cd through his army into the midft of the enci?iy, by 
which mearts he fo turned the fate of the da^, that the 
barbarians were all cut off to a man. The Celtic 
Gauls, who were powerful at fea, were next brought 
under fubjeilion. After them the Suevi, the MenikpU, 
and all the nations from the Mediterranean to the Bri- 
ti(h fea* From thence, flimulated by the deiire of con- 
quefti he croiTed over into Britain, upon pretence that 
the natives had furniflied his enenaies with continual 
ftipplies. . Upon««pproaching thefhores he found them 
coTered with men to oppofe his landings and his force« 
were in danger of being driveurback, tilt the ftandard 
bearer of the tenth legion boldly leaped afliore, and, 
being well affifted by G»far^ the v natives were;.put to 
flight. The Brittons, being terrified at Cafar's pow- 
er,, fent to defire a peace which was granted thenr, and 
fome hoftages delivered, A ftorm, however, foon af- 
ter dcftroying great part t)f his fteftt, j^hey refolved to 
take, advantage of the dti^fter, and. marched again ft 
hitu vrith a powerful army* But wbat could a naked 
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iifldifciplined army do againft forces that had1)ecn cx«. 
crcifcd under the greateft generals^ and hardened by 
the conquefts of the greatcft part of the World ? Being 
overthrown, they were obliged on <^ more ^ fue for 
peace ;> which Caefar granted them, and*then returned 
to th« continent. Thus in Icfs than nine years he con- 
quered, together with Britain, all that country which 
extends from the Mediterranean to the German fea. 

While Cafar was thus incrcafing his reputation and 
riches abroad, Pompey,'wlio remained Hi the time in 
Rome, ftcadily co-opp6r^ted with his ambition, and ad- 
vanced, hi? intercfts,' while he vainly fuppofed he was 
forwarding his own. By his means Caefar ^as conti- 
Bued five years longer hi Gaul: nor was he roufcd 
from his lethargy, till the fame of that great comman- 
der's valour, qches, and humanity, began fccrctly to 
give him pain, and to make him fojipofe they began to 
eclipfehis own } for, a^ being more recent, they were 
wore talked of. He now therefore began to do all in 
hia power to diminifli Cxfar'3 reputation, obliging the 
magiftratcs not to publiih any letters they received 
from him till he had diminiflied the credit of them, bjr 
fpreading difadvantagfious reports : one or two acci- 
dents alfo helped to widen the fcpatation : namely, the 
death of Julia, Pompey's wife, who had not only,a lit- 
tle^ coDtribut<^d to improve the harmony that fubfifted 
between them ; and ^ the deftrufiion of Craflfus, who 
bad condu<Sied the war againft the Parthians with fo 
little prudence, that he' fufiVred the enemy to get th^ 
advantage of him in almoft every ikirmifh ; and inca- 
pable of extricating himfelf from the difficulties ia 
which he was involved, he fell a facrifice to his own 
raffinefs, being killed, bravely defending himfelf t« 
tJie laft. 

Caefer, who now began to be fenfible of the jealou- 
ije^ of Pompey, took occafion to folicit for the tonfiil- 
fliip, together with a prolong^ation pf his government 
in GauT, defirous of trying whether Pompey would 
thwart or promote his pretenfions. In this Pompey^ 
feemcd'to be quite inaAive; bat at the fame time pri- 
vately employed two of kis creatureS| who alledged U . 

Li 
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the fenate'that the laws did not permit a perfon that 
•was abfent to offer himfcif as a candidate for that higk 
office. Pompey's view in this was to allure Cafarfrom 
bis government, in-order to (land for the confulfhip in 
-perfon. Cxfar, however, perceiving his artifice, chofc 
to remain in bis province, convinced, that while bt 
beaded fuch an army as was now devoted to his interefi, 
be could at any time give laws as well as magidratef 
to the {late. 

The fenate,Which were now devoted to Pompey, bi^ 
Caufc he had for fome time attempted to defend them 
from the encroachments of th« people, tjrdcrcd the two 
legions which were in C»far*s army, belonging to Poni., 
pey, home, as it was pretended, to oppofe the Partht* 
ans, but, in reality, to diminifli Caefar's power. Cxfar 
cafily faw their motive ; but as his plans were not yet 
ready for execution, he fent them borne in pilrfuance of 
the orders of the fenate, having previoufly attached tbe 
oflRcers to him with benefits, and the foldiers with a 
bounty. The next ftep the fenate t#ok was to recall 
Cspfar from his government, as bis time was now very 
near expiring. But Curio, his friend in the fenate, 
propofed that Cscfar (hould not leave his army till 
Pompey had fet him the example. This for a while 
perplexed Pompey ; however, during the debate, pjic 
of the fenate declaring that Gsfar^was pafl the Alps, 
and marching with bis whole army dircdUy towardt 
Home, the conful, immediately quitting the fenate, 
went with bis colleague forth from the city to an houfe 
where Pompey at that time reGded. He there prefent-? 
ed him with a fword, commanding him to march againfl 
Cssfar, and fight in defence of the con>monwjpalth.-.«e 
Pompey declared be was ready to obey : but, with an 
air of pretended moderation, added, that it was only 
ifl cafe more gentle expedients could not be employed. 

bxTar, who was inftrndled in all that paffed by his 
partizans at Rome, though he was ftill in Gaul, was 
willing to give his aims all the appearance of jiifticc. 
He agreed to lay down his, employment when Pompey 
fliould do the fame. But the fenate rejedicd a!t his 
j^rqpofuionsi blindly coufidcnt of their own power, au4 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. -117 

ficlying on the affurances of Pompey* Cxfar ^ill un- 
willing to came to an open rupture with the ftat^^ at 
laft was content to alk the government of Illyrla with 
t'Vo legions ; bat this alfo was refufed him, No\V^, 
therefore, finding all hopes of an accommodation fruk- 
lefs, and confcious, if not of the goodnefs of his caulV, 
at leaft of the goodnefs of his troops, he began tofc 
draw them dowi towards the confines of Italy, and, 
paffing the Alps with his third legion, 'flopped at Ra,- 
yenna, a, city of Cifolptne Gaul, from whence he once 
more wrote a letter to the confuls, declaring that he 
wfts ready to refign all command in c^fe Pompey did fo 
too. On the other hand, the fenate decreed that C»- 
iar fhould lay down his government, and dllband his 
force j withrn a limited time ; and if he refufed obedi- 
ence, that he fliould be declared an enemy to the com- 
menwealth. 

Gas far, however, feemed no way difturbed at thefc 
violent proceedings : the night before bis intended ex* 
pedition into Italy, he fat down to table cheerfully 
converDng with hh friends on thefubjed-s of literature 
and philofophy, and apparently difengaged from every 
arabitiotrs concern. After fome time, rifing up, he 
defired the company to make themfelves cheerful in hit 
abfence, and that he would bit with them in a moment: 
in the mean time, having ordered his chariot to be 
prepared, he immediately fet out, attended by a few 
friends, for Arminium a city upon the confines of Ita** 
I7, whither he had difpatcbed a part of his army the 
rooming before. This journey by night, which was 
very fatiguing, he peformei with greftt diligence, 
fometimes walking and fometimes on horfeback, till, 
at the break of day, he came up with hi« army, which 
confifted of about five thoufand men, near the Rubi- 
con, a little rivtr which feparates Italy from Gaul, and 
which terminated the limits of his command. The 
Romans had ever been taught to confider this river as 
the facred boundary of their domeftic empire ; Cxfar, 
therefore, when he advanced at the head of his army 
to the fide of the river, (lopt fliort upon the bank, as 
if impreft with t«rror at the greatnefs of his cnterprife 
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.He pondered for fome tinie iti fixed melancholy, look- 
ing upon the river, and debating with himfclf whether 
he fhould venture in : '* If I pafa this river," fays he 
to one of the general* who flood by. him, ''what Ifti- 
*i feries fiiall 1 bring upon ray country ! and, if now I 
•' ftop (hort, I am undone." Thus faying, and rcfom- 
^" ing all his former alacrity, he plunged in, crying out, 
that the die was caft and all was now over. His fol- 
diers followed him with equal promptitude, and quick- 
ly arriving at Arminium, made thcrafelves matters of 
the place without any refiUance; 
. This unexpected entcrprizc excited the utmoft tei- 
rors in Rome, every one imagining that Ccfar was 
leading his army to lay the city in ruins. At one-time 
were to be feen the citizens flying into th^ country 
for faf6ty, and the inhabitants of the country comijRg 
up to feek for ihelter in Home. In this univerfal con- 
fufion Pompey felt all that repentance and felf-con- 
demnation which muj[^ tjeceffanly arife from the re- 
membrance of having advanced his rivil to his prefent 
pitch x)i power ; wherever he appeared, many ©f hit 
former friend* were ready to tax him with his fupine- 
»efs, and farcaftlcally to reproach his ill-grounded pre- 
fumption. ''Where is now," cried; Favonius, a ridi- 
culous fenator of his ps^rty, '* the army that is^to rife 
" at your command ? Let us fee if it will appear by 
'* ftamping." Cato reminded him of many yarning! 
fee had given him ; which, however, jas ht was continu- 
ally boding nothing but calan^ities, Pompey might verjr 
juitly be excufcd from attending to. But being at 
length ^wearied with thefe reproaches, which we j-e of- 
fered under colour of advice, he did all that lay in his 
power to encourage and confirm his followers : he told 
them that they fliould not want an army ; for that he 
would be their leader ; he confcfl, indeed, that he had 
all along miftaken C»far*s aims, judging of thejn only 
from what they ought to be ; however, if his friends 
were dill infpired with the love of freedom, they might 
yet enjoy it in whatever place their necellities {hould 
happen to conduiSl them. He let them know that their 
affaij-8 were in a very promifing dtuation i that bis two 
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fieutenai>ts were at the head of a very confiderable ar- 
njy in Spain, compofcd of veteran troops that had madcjb^ 
tj^e conqueft of the Eaft ; befidea t he fe, there were in- 
finite refources both in Alia and Africa, together with 
the fuccours they were fure to expert from all the king- 
doms that were in alliance with Rome* This dfpecch 
ferved in foitie meafure to revive the bope« of the con- 
federacy. The greateft part of the fenate, his own pri- 
vate friends and dependents, together with ail thof« 
who expc£led to make their fortunes in his cauiie, a- 
greed to follow him. Being in no capacity to refift 
Csefar at Rome, he refolved to lead his forces to Capua^, 
where he commanded the two legions that fcrved unde> 
Cjsfar in Gaul. 

Caefar, ill the mean time, after haying vainly attempt 
ted to bring Pompey to an accommodation, refolved 
to purfue him into Captia before he could colle£l his 
forces. Accordingly, he marched on to take poffeffion of 
the cities that lay between him and his rival, not re- 
garding Rome, which he knew Would fall of courfe to 
the conqueror. 

Corfinium was the firft city that attempted to ftop 
the rapidity of his march. It was defended by Domi- 
tius, who had been appointed by the fenate to fucceed 
him in Gaul, and was garnioned by twenty cohorts 
wliich were levied in the countries adjacent ; C?ef»r, 
however, quickly inverted it ; and, though Domitius 
fent frequently to Pompey, exhorting him to come and 
raife the Hege, he was at laft obPiged to endeavour to 
cfcape privately. His intentions- happened to be di*» 
vulged, the garrifon were refolved to confult their own 
fafety by delivering him up to the befiegers. Cwfar 
readily a ccef^d their offers, but kept his men from 
immediately entering into the town. After forae time^ 
Lentulus the cpnful, who was one of the befieged, 
came out to implore forglvenefs for hiiiifelf and the reft 
of his confederates, putting Cafar in mind of their an- 
cient friendfhip, and acknowledging the many favour* 
he had received at his hands. To this Caefar, who 
would not wait the concluiion of his fpeech, generouf-. 
ly replied, that he came iiito Italy not to injury thf 

Digitized by VnOQQlC 



120 THE HISTORY OF THE 

liberties of Rome and itsvcitizens, but toreftore tttero. 
This humane reply being quickly carried into tlie city, 
'the fcnators, and the knights, with their children ^nd 
feme officers of the garrifon, came out to claim tifc 
conqueror's protedion, who, jufl glancing at their in- 
gratitude, gave them their liberty, with pctmiilion to 
go whercfocver they (hould think proper. But while 
he difmiiTed the leaders, he, upon this, as upon all other 
cccalions, took care to attach the common foldiers to 
his own inttreft, fenfible that he might ftand in need, 
of an army ; but that, while he lived, hia^army coiuld 
never (land in need of a commander. 
* Pompey, who was txnable to continue in Rome, hav- 
ing intelligence of what paflcd on this occafioil, imme- 
diately retreated to Brundufium, where he refolvcd to 
ftand a fiege to retard the enemy until the forces of the 
empire (hould be iinited to bppofe bim. His aim in this 
fuccc<;ded to his wifli; and after having employed 
Cacfar for fome time in i fruitlefs Aege^ he privately 
paffed his forces over to Dyracchium^ where the con-s 
Jul had levied a body of forces for his aififtance. How- 
tver, tliough he made good his efcape, he was com- 
pelled to leave the whole kingdom of Italy at the mer- 
cy of his rival, without either a town or an army that 
had ftrength to oppofe his progrefs, 

Cxfar finding he could not follow Pompey for want 
of (hipping, went back to Rome to take pofTejOIon of 
the public treafures, which his opponent, .by a nibft 
unaccountable overlight, had negle£\ed taking with 
him. However, upon his coming up to the door of the 
treafury, Metenus, the tribune, who guarded it, re- 
fufed to let him pafs ; but C»far, with maj-e than ufu<- 
al emotion, laying Jiis hand upon his fword, threaten- 
ed to ftrike him dead : " And know, yoBng man, cried 
" be, that it is eafier to do this than to fay It^'*, This 
menace had its effe£^ ; Metelius rettred^ and Caefar 
took out of the treafur)^ to the amount of three thou- 
fand pound weight of gold, befidcs an iromenfe quan- 
tity of lilvcr. ^ . , 

Haying thus provided for continuing the war, he de- 
parted from |lome, refolved to fubduc Pompey *s licij- 

^ ■ 
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tenants^ AfranUis and Pctreius, "who had been long i 
Spain at the bead of a veteran army, oompofed of" th 
choiceft legions of the empire, who had been ever vic- 
-'•rious Tinder all its commanders. Caefar> however, 
-who kocw the abilities of its two .prefent generals, 
^cofcly faid, as be was prepaHng to go thither, that 
lie went to fighc an arraji without a general ; and upon 
cionquering it, would return to fight ageneral without 
an ajripy^ • 

The firft confiift which he had with Afranius and 
Petreius. was rather unfavourable. It was fought mar 
tlic city of Herda, and both fides claimed the honour 
of the viAory. But by various ftratageras he reduced 
^hein at laft to fuch extremity of hunger and drought 
idiat they were obliged to yield at difcretjon. ^ Clemen- 
cy was his favourite virtue ; he difmiffed them all with 
the kindeft profeffions ; and fent them home to Romo 
la*dcn with fhamc and obligations to publifh his virtues, 
and confirm the affections of his adherents. Thus in 
the fpace of about forty daysj he became mailer of all 
SpAin, and returned again vidloribus to Rome. The 
citizens upon this occafion received him with freih de- 
mon (Irations of joy, and created him did at or and con- 
ful ; but the firft of thefe offices he laid down after he 
had' held 4t eleven days. *^ 

While C» far was thus'employed, Pompey was equal- 
ly adive in maicing preparations in Epirus and Greece 
to oppofe him. All the monarchs of the Eaft had de- 
clared in his favour, and fent very large fiipplies. Hfr 
■was jiiafter of nine effedive Italian legions, and had a 
fleet of five hundred large Ihips under the condu£l of 
Bibulus, an adive and experienced commander. Ad- 
ded to thefe, h6 was fupplied with large fums of money,"* 
and all the iiccefTaries for an arr/iy,, from the tributary 
provinces round him. He had attacked Anthony and 
Dolabella, who commanded for C»far in that part of' 
the empire with fuch fuccefs, , thlit the foriner was 
obliged to fly, and the latter was taken prifoner.-— 
Crowds of the diftinguifhed^ citizens and nobles from 
Home came every day to join him. He had at one 
time above two hundred fcoatofs in ht9 camp, among 
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vhom were Cicero and Cato, whole approbation of hfe 
caufc was equivalent to an ann^^^ 

Not witli (landing thefe prepaf*tions, Cstfar fbippcd 
off five ofliis twelve legions at Brundufium, and, weigff 
ing anchor, fortunately fteered through*^ the midft of 
Lis enemies, timing it lo well that he made his paffagft 
in one day. Still, however, "Convinced that the pro- 
per time for making propofals for a peace was after 
gaining an advantage, he fent one'Kufus, whom hfc 
had taken prifoner, to -effect an accommodation with 
Pdmpey, offering to refer all to the fenate and people 
of Rome ; but Pompey once more reje€tecf the over- 
ture, holding the people of Rome too much in Caifar's 
intereft to be relied on. ' " 

Pompey had been raifing fuppltes iti M[acedonia, 
whrn firft informed of Caifar's landing upon the coafts 
of Epirus : he now therefore rcfolved immediately to 
march to Dyracchiura, in order to cover that place 
from C^far's attempts, as all his ammunition and pro- 
vjfion^ were depolited there. The firft place that both 
armies came in fight of each' other was on the oppofitc 
banks of the riVer A'pfiis ; and as both were command- 
ed by the two greateft generals then in the world, the 
one renowned for his conqueft of the Eaft, -the other 
celebrated for his vidlories over the Weftern parts of 
the empire, a battle was eagerly defired by the foliJiers 
on cither fide : But neither general was willing to ha- 
zard it upon this occafion ; Pompey could not rely upon 
his new levies, and Cxfar would not venture an eiv 
jgagement till he was joined by the reft of his forces. 

Cxfar had now waited fome time With extreme im^ 
patience for the coming up of the remainder of his ar- 
my, and even ventured out alone in an open fitherboat 
t«) hafVen its ^arrival, bu^- he was .driven back by a 
ftorm. However, his difoppointmciit was foon reliev- 
ed, by an information of the landing of the' troops he 
li5»d long .expefted at Appollonia, from whence they 
were approaching, under the conduft of Anthony and 
Calenus^ to join birh ; he therefore decamped in order 
to meet tliem, and prevent Pompey with his army from 
engaging thera on thdr march,^ as be lay on that &i% 
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•f the river, where the fuccours had beeix obliged to 
Cjoinc on fhore. *' 

Pompcy being Compelled to retreat, Ted his forces to 
Hfpaiagus, nigh Dyracchium, where he was fure of 
being fupplied with every thing neccffary for his army 
by the numerous fleets which, he employed along the 
coafts of Epirus : there he pitched his camp upon a 
tongue of land (as mariners expreiTed it) that juttted* 
into the fea, where alfo was a fmall flielter for (hips, 
where few winds could annoy them : in this place, be« 
ingitioft advantageously fituated, he immediately be- 
ga,n tcr entrench hi$camp: which Gsefar perceiving, 
and finding' that he was not likely foon to cuit fo ad- 
vantageous a poft, began to entrench alfo behind him. 
And as all beyond Pompey's camp, toward:; the land 
fide, was hilly and fteep, he built redoubts upon th« 
hills, ftretching round from fhore to fhore, and then 
caufcd lines of . c9«munication to be drawn from hill 
to hill, by which he blocked up the camp of the ene- 
my* He hoped by this blockade to force his Opponent . 
to a bactle, which he ardently defired, and which th« 
other with equal induftry declined. Thus both fide* 
continued for fome time employed in defigns and ftra- 
tagems, the one to annoy and the other to defend.— 1> 
C»far's men daily carried on their works toftraitcn ithe 
enemy ; thofe of Pompey did the fame toenlarge them- 
felves, having the advantage of numbers, and feverely 
galled the enemy by their {lingers and archers* Caefar, 
however, wa& indefatigable ; he c^ufed blinds or man- 
ties to be made of flcins of beafts, to cover his men 
-while at work; he cut off all the water that fuppUed 
the enemy's xamp, and forage from the horfes, fo that 
there, remained no mare fubiiftance for them. But 
pompey at laft re folved to break through his lines, and 
gain fome other part of the country more convenient 
for encampment. Accordingly, having informed him- 
iclf of the condition of Gaefar's fortifications fr«m fome 
deferters who came over to hiiti, he ordered his light 
infantry and archers on board his fhips, with drre<5lions 
to attack Cxfar's entrenchments by fea, where they 
were leaft defended* This was dope with fuch cffe^j 
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that though'C^far and hii officers ufcd their otmoft 
enrtltavours to hinder Pompey's defigns, yet, by means 
of reiterated attcifipts, he at laft effeded h\$ purpofe of 
extricating his army from his former camp, and of en« 
camping in another place by the fea, where he. had the 
Qonveniency. of forage and ftiipping alfo. Cxfar, be- 
ing thus fruftrated in his views of blocking up the ene- 
my, and perceiving the lofs he had fuftained, refolved 
»t lail to force Pompey to a battle, though upon dif-« 
advantageous terms. The engagement began by at- 
tempting to cut off ajegion whiclr was polled in a wood 
and this brought on a general battle. The conflitSt was 
for fome time carried on with great ardour, and with 
equal fortune ; but Cxfar's army being entangled in 
the intrenchments of the old camps lately abandop^d, 
began to fall into diiorder ; upon which Pompey preff- 
ing his advantage, they at laft fled with great precipi- 
tation. Great numbers peri (lied in the trenches and 
on the banks of the river, or were prcffed to death by 
their fellows. Pou)pey purfued his fucceffes to the vc» 
ry camp of Gxfar ; but either furprifcd with the fud- 
Aennefs of his vi£lory, or fearful of an ambufcade, he 
withdrew his troops into his own camp, and thus loft 
an opportunity *of fecuring hii vidory. 

After this defeat, which was by no means decIAye, 
Claefar marched, with all his forces united into o«c bo- 
dy, dire6lly to Goropbi, a town in the province of Thes- 
faly. -But the news of his defeat at Dyracchiuni bad 
reachefi this place before him ; the inhabitants there- 
fore, who had before promifed him obedience, now 
changed their minds ; and, with a degree of bafen^ fs c- 
qual to their imprudence, (hut their gates againft him. 
Caefar was not to be injured with impunity ; wherefore, 
having reprefented to hi5 fcldicrs the great advantage 
of forcing a place fo very rich, he ordered the machines 
for fcaling to be got ready ; and caufing an affaolt to . 
be made, proceeded with fuch vigour, that, noLwith- 
flanding the great height of the walls, the town was 
taken in a few hours time. Cxfar left it to be plunder-, 
ed ; and,, without delaying his march, went forward tQ 
Metropolis, another town of the fame province, which 
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yielded at his approach. By this means he foon. became ,,v 
polTeCfed of iall Theffaly, except Larifla, 'which was gar- ' 
rifoned by Scipio with his legipn, who conrniandedrfop 
Pompeyr During this interval, Pompey's officers con» , 
tinually foliciting their commander to come to a battle, 
and inccfTantly tsafing Ifim with importunities to en- 
gage^ he at length refolved to renounce his own judg- ' 
ment, in compHance with tbofc about him, and to give 
up all fchenies of prndi.nce for thofc didlated by ava- - 
rice and paCion. : Wheicforej advancing intd ThefTaly 
within a few days afttr the talcing of Gomphi, he drew > 
down upon the plains of Pharfalia^ where he was joiji- 
ed by Scipi6, his lieutenant, ¥fhh the troops under Jiis 
command. There he waited the coming up of Caesar, 
refolved Upon engaging, and upon .decidiiVg tlie^f^t^ of 
the kingdom at a fingle battle. . »v 

Csefar had employed all his art for fofhe tijne in . 
folding the inclinations of his men ; and inding his 
army, once more refolute and vigorous, he .cafijTed them 
to advance towards the plains of Pharfalia,' where Pom-' 
pey was now encamped, and prepared*lb oppofe him. 

The approach of J:hefe two great armies, coropofed of 
thebeft and bravcil troops in tlie world, tog^ether with 
the greatnefs of the prize for which the^ contended, 
filled all minds with anxiety, though with different ex^ 
pe^lations. Pompey's army, being mofl numerous, . 
turned all their thoughts to the enjoyment of the vic- 
tory ; Csefar's, with better a iins, conlldered only the " 
means of obtaining it : VPompey's army depended xipon ' 
their numbers and their maHy generals ;. Gscfer's upon 
tkeir own difclpline, and the condufl of their 'fingle 
commander ; Pompey's. partizans hoped piuch Jfrom the 
jfKlice- of their caufe ; Cacfar's alledged the frequent 
propofals which they had fnadc'for peace without efieift. 
Thu? the views, hopes, and mctives of both feemed dif- 
ferent, but their hatred and ambition were the fame, 
Cacfar, who was ever foremoft in offering battle, led out 
his a\my in array to meet the enemy ; Jbut Pompey, 
either fufpe£ling his troops, or di'eadrng the event, kept 
his advantageous fituation for feme time : be drew in^ 
jlccd fometimes' out of his camp> but always kept hii^^ 
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felf under his trenches, at the foot of the hill ne^r 
■ which he vas polled. Cafar, being unwilling to at- 
^ck^vra at a difadvantagc, rcfolvcd to decamp the next 
day, hoping to harrafs out his antagopift, who was not 
a match for him in fuftaining the fatigues of duty »— 
Accordingly:, the order for inarching was given, and 
the tents ftruck, when word was brought him that 
Pompey's army had quitted their entrenchments, and 
had advanced farther into the plain than ufual, fo that 
he might engage them at lefs difadvantagc : whereupon 
he caufed bis troops that were upon their march to halt, 
and with a countenance of joy informed them that the 
happy time was at laft CQ|ne, which they had fo long 
wimed for, and which was to crown their glo|y and ter- 
minate their fatigues. Upon this he drew up his troops 
in order, and-advanced towards the place of battle.— 
His forces did not amount to above half thofe of Pom- 
|)ey, the army of the one amounting to above forty-five 
thoufand ffiot and feyen thoufand horfe ; that of the 
other pot exceeding twenty-two thoufand foot and a- 
bout a thoufand h#rfe» This difproportion, particular- 
ly in the cavalry, had filled Cap far with apprehenfions, 
wherefore be had fome days before picked out the 
ftrongefl and nimbi eft of his foot-fojdiera, and accuflom- 
ed them to fight bctween*'the ranks of his cavalry.-— 
By their affittance his thoufand horfe was a niatch for 
Porapey's feveji thoufand, and had acflually got the bet- 
ter in a ikirmifti that happened btetween them fome days 
before. 

Porapey, on the other, liand bad ftrong expedations 
of fuccefs ; he bpafted, that he |»ould put Cafar's le- 
gions to flight without ftriking a fingle blow ; prefu- 
Biing, that, as if on as the armies formed, his cavalry,- 
oh which he placed his greatelt expedlations, would 
outflank and furround the enemy.- Labeinus commend- 
ed this fcheme of Poiiftpey ;. alledging alfo, that the 
prcfent troops, of which Ca^far's army was eoir.pbfed, 
were but the fhadow of thofe old legions that had fou|yht 
in Britain and Gaul'; that all the veterans were worn 
out, and had been replaced by new levies made in a 
faurry in Gifalpinc Gaul. To encreafe the confidence 
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©f tile array flill more, he took an oath, which the reft 
followed him in, never to return to the camp but with 
viftory. In this difpofition, and under thefc advantsiw 
geous circumftances, Poijipey led his troopfi to battle. 
Pompey's order of battle was good and well judged. 
In the xentre, and on the two flanks, he placed all his 
veterans, and dillributitdhis n€w-raifed troops between 
the wings and the. main body. The Syrian legions 
wiere placed in the centre, under the commaiid of 
Scipio ;.thc Spaniards, on whom he greatly relied, were 
put on the right under Domitius jEnobarbus^ and on 
the left were ftationcd the two legions which Csefar had 
rieftored in the beginning of the war, led on by Pompey 
himfelf ; bfecaufe from then ce he intended to make the 
attack which was to gain the day ; and for the fame 
reafon he had thei-e aff^nibled all his horfc, ilingers>and 
archers, of which his right wing had no need, being 
covered by the river Enipius. G»far likewife divided 
his army into three bodies ander three commanders ; 
Domitius Calvinus being placed in the centre, and 
Mark Anthony on the left, while he himfelf led on the 
right wing, which was to oppofe the left comraandei# 
by Pompey. It is remarkable enough that Pompey 
chofe to put himfelf at the head of thofe troops which 
were difcipUned and inftrudled by Csefar, an incontefti- 
ble proof how much he valued them above any of the 
reft of his army. Cafar on the contrary, plated him- 
felf at the head of his tenth legion, that had owed all 
its merit and fame to his own training. As he obfcr- 
ved the enemy's numerous cavalry to be all drawn ta 
one fpot, he gueffcd at Pompey's intention ; to obviate 
vhicb be made a draught of fix cohorts from his rear . 
line, and forming them into a feparate body, conceal- 
ed theni behind his right wing, with inftruAions not 
to throw their javelins oh the approach of Pompcy's 
horfe, as waa cullom'ary, but to keep them in their 
hands, aq4 pufti them diredly in the faces and the-eye$ 
of the horfemcn, who being compofed of the younger 
part af the Roman nobility, valued themfelves much 
upon their beauty, ^nd dreaded a fear in th^face n^ore 
tiian a wound in the body« He, laRly^ placed the ca^ 
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valry he had fo as to cover the right of the tenth legi- 
on, ordering his third line not to march till they had 
teceived the fignal from him. 

As the armies approached, tbfi two generals went 
-horn rank to rank encouraging their men, warming 
their hopes ai»d leffening their apprehenflons. Pompcy 
reprefeoted to his men^ that the glorious occafion 
which they had long befo^ght him to grant was now 
before them : " Aftd indeed," ©ricd he, " what advan- 
•< tages could yoia wifti over an enemy that you arc not 
*< now poffcffed of? Your numbers, yotfr vigour, a. 
*< late vidory, all affure a fpecdy and an rafy conqueft 
** of thofe harraffcd and broken troops, coropofed of 
•< men worn out with age, and impreft with terrors of 
*' a recent defeat ; but there is ftill a ftrongcr bulwark 
*« for our protedlion than the fuperiority of our 
.*« ftrength, the juillce of our caufe* You arc engaged 
<< in the defence of liberty, and of your country ; you 
*< are fupported by its JaW5, and followed by its ma- 
« giftrates ; you have the world fpe Aators of your con- 
«« dudk, and wifhing youfaccefs : on the contrary, he 
ft whom you oppofe is a robber and oppreffor of his 
« country, and ahnoft already funk with the cbnfci- 
<< oufnefs of his crimes, as well as tlie bad fuccefs of 
<<lii5 arms. Shew then, on this occafion, all that ar- 
*^ dour and deteflation of tyranny that fbopld animate 
" Romans and do juftice to mankind." Cacfar, on his 
fide, went among his men with that fteady ferenity for 
which he was fo much admired in the ih id ft of danger^ ' 
He infifted on nothing foJlrongly to his foldiers as his 
frequent and unfuccefsful endeavours for peace. He 
talked with terror of the blood he was going to flicd, 
and pleaded only the neccffity that urged him to it- 
He deplored the many brave men that were to fall on 
both (idea, and the w<iunds of his country, whoever 
fhould be vid^ovious. His foldiers anfwercd his fpeech 
with' looks of ardour and impatience ; which obfcrv- 
ing, he gave the (ignal to begin. The word on Pom- 
pey's fide, was Hercules the invincible, that on Cx- 
far*s, Veiyis the viAorious.. There was only fo much 
fpace lietween both armies as to give room for £ght^ 
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ing ; wherefore Pompcy ordered his men to receive tlie 
fi rfl ftiock without moving out of their places, ex- 
pecting the enemy's ranks to be put into diforder hf 
their rpotion. Cxfar's f oldie rs were now rufhing on 
with their ufual impetuofity, wheo, perceiving the ene- 
my motionlefs, they all (lopt flio.rt as li by general 
confent, and halted in the midft of their career. A 
terrible paufe cnfueH, in wht-^ both armies continued 
to gaze upon each other with mutual terror and dread- 
ful ferenity : at length Csefar*s men having takeh 
breath ran furioufly upon the 6neiny, firft difcharging 
their javelins, and then drawing their fwords. Th« 
fame method was obferveil by Pompey's troops, who 
as vigoyroufly fuftained the attack. His cavalry alfo 
were ordered to charge at the vdy onfct, which, with 
the multitude of archers and ilingers, foon obliged 
Gsefar's m^n togive\groond ; whereupon Cafar imme- 
diately ordered the fix cohorts that were placed as a 
reinforcement to adviance, with afders to flrikc at the 
enemy's faces. This had its defired effeft ; the ca- 
valry thaf were but juft now fure of vi£loiy received 
an immediate check; the unufual method of fighting 
purfued by the cohorts, their aiming entirely at the 
vifages of the aflailants, and the horrible disfiguring 
wounds they made, all contributed to intimidate them 
fo much, that, inftead of defending theirpcrfons, their 
only endeavour was to fave their faces. A total rout 
^nfucd of their whole body, which fled in great difor- 
der to the neighbouring mountains, while the archers 
and flingers who 'were thus abandoned were cut to 
pieces. . Csefar now commanded the cohorts to purfue 
their fuccefs, and advancing, charged Pompey's troops 
upon the fTank : this charge the enemy withftood for 
fome time with great bravery, till he^ brought up his 
third line, which had not yet engaged, Pompey's in- 
fantry being thus donbly attacked in front by frefh 
troops, and in rear by the vicCtorious cohorts, could no 
longer reUft but fled to their camp. The flight began 
among the ftrangers, though Pompey's right wing ftill 
valiantly maintained their ground. C«far, however, 
beiiig convinced that the vi^ory was certain, with hit 
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ufoal clemency cried out to purfue the Grangers, but 
to fpare the Romans ; upon which they all laid dcwn 
their arms and received quarter. The greatcft fiaiigh- 
ter was among the auxiliaries, who fled on all. .quar- 
ters, hut principally went for fafety to the camp.*— 
The battle had now lafted from the break of day till 
noon, the weather being extremely hot; neverthelefs 
the conquerors did. not rftinit their ardour, being en- 
couraged by the example of their general, who thought 
hisviftory not complete till hewas mafterof theeneitiy's 
camp. Accordingly, marching on foot at their head, 
he called upon them to follow and ftrike the dcciiiKC 
blow. The cohorts, which were left to defend the 
camp, for fome time made a formidable refiftance, par- 
ticularly a great number of Thracians and other bar- 
barians who were appointed for its defence z but no- 
thing could refift the ardour of Csefar's victorious ar- 
*ny; they were at laft driven fro-m their trenches, 'and 
all fled to the mountains not far off. Osefar, feeing 
the field and camp ftrewcd with hia fallen countrymen 
was flrongly affcded at fo melancholy a profpedir, and 
could not help crying out to one that flood near him, 
** They would have it fo." Upon entering the ene- 
my ^s camp, every objed prefented frefli inftances of 
the blind prefumption and madnefs of hi» adverfaries ; 
on all fides were to be fcen tents adorned with ivy and 
branches of myrtle, couches covered with purple, aud 
iide boards loaded with plate.^ Eyery thing gave proof* 
of the higheft luxury, and fcemed rather the prepara- 
tives for a banquet, the rejoicings for a vi«5tory, than 
the difpofitions for a battle. A camp fo richly fur- 
fii (bed might have been able to engage the attention 
of any troops but Cxfar's ; there was ftill foroetbing to 
be done, and he would not permit them to purfue any 
other obje^ than their enemijcs till they were entirely 
fubdued. A confiderable body of thefe having retired 
to the adjacent mountains, heprevaihd on his foldiers 
to join him in the purfuit in order to oblige thefe to 
furreuder. He began by incloCng them with a lin« 
drawn at the foot of the mountain ; but they quickly 
abandoned a pod which w.&s oot tenable for want of 
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water, atid endeavoured to reach the city o-fLariffa.^-ii 
Cafar led a party of his arniy byxa {hortcr way, and, 
intercepted their retreat, drawing up in order of bat- 
tle between them and the city. However, thefe un- 
happy fugitives once more found protcftion from a 
mountain, at the foot of which a riviilet ran, which 
fupplied them with water. Now night approaching^ 
G«far's men were almoil fpent, and ready to faint with 
their inceffant toil fince morning, yet ftill he prevailed 
upon thfina once more tq renew their labours, and to 
cut off the rivulet that fupplied the "defendants.^ The 
fugitives, thus deprived of all hopes of fuccour or fub- 
fiftance, fent deputies to the conqueror, offering to 
furrender at difcretion. During this interval of nego- 
ciation, a few f^pnators that were among them took the 
advantage of the night to cfcape, and the Veft next 
xnornii^g gave up their arms, and experienced the con- 
queror's. clemency. In fa^, he addreffed them with 
great gentlenefs| and forbade his foldiers to offer them 
any violence, or to take any thing from them. Thus Cae- 
far, by his condmS^j gained the moft complete vi<Slory 
that had ever been obtained ; and by his great clemen- 
cy after the battle feemed to have deferved it. His 
lot's amounted to but two hundred men, and .that of 
Pompey to fifteen thoufand, as well Romans as auxi- 
liaries : t^nty.four thoufand men furrendered thcm- 
felves prifoners of war, and the greatefl part of thefe 
entered into Cxfar's army, and were incorporated with 
the reft of his forces. As to the fenators and Roman 
knights who fell into his hands, he generoufly gaVe 
them liberty to retire wherever they thought proper : 
and as for the letters which Pompey had received froni 
fevcral pcrfons who wifhed to be thought 4ieutral, he 
burnt them all without reading them, as Pompey had 
done upon a former occafiojj. Thus having performed 
all the duties of a general and a ftatefman, he fent for 
the legions which had paffed th<s night in the camp, to 
relieve thofc which had accompanied him in the pur- 
fuit, and arrived the fame day at LarifTa. » 

As for Pompey, whoiiad formerly ftiewn fuch in- 
ftances of courage and condudlj when he faw his caval- 
M 2 
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ry routed, on which he had placed his fple dependence, 
he abiolutely lo(l his reaion* Inflead of thinking how 
to remedy this diforder by rallying fuch troops as fled, 
or by oppofing" frcfh troops to flop the progrefs of the 
conquerors, being totally amazed by this firft blowj he 
returned to the camp, and in his tent waited the iffue 
of an event, "which it was his duty to diredb, not to 
follow : tlicre he remained for foiVic moments without 
fpeaklng, till being told that the camp was attacked, 
** What,** fays he, *' arc we purfued to our very en- 
" trtnchments ?'* and immediately quitting his armour 
for a habit more fuitable to his circnmdances, he Eed 
away on horleback to LarifTa ; from whence, perceiv- 
ing he was not purfued, he ilackened his pace, g'iving 
way to all the agonizing rcfle^lions which his deplora- 
ble fituacion mud naturally fugged* In this melan- 
ciioly manner he paffcd along the vale of Tcmpe, and 
purfuing the river Pene-us, at laft arrived at a fifhcr- 
man*s hut, in which he paffed the night. From thence 
he went on board a little bark, and keeping along the 
fea fhore, he defcried.a fliip of fome burthen^, which 
feemcd preparing ta fail, in which he embarked,, the 
roafter of the veffel dill paying him the homage which 
vas due to his former ftation. From the mouth of the 
riVer Peneus he failed to A mphipolis, where, finding 
his affaires defperate, he fleered to Lefbos to^ake in hiis 
wife Cornelia, whom he had left there at a didance 
from the dangers and hurry of the war. She, who had 
long' flattered herfelf with the hopes of victory, felt the 
rcverfe of her fortune in an agony of diftrefs ; fhe was 
defired by the meffcngcr, whofe tears more than words 
proclaimed the greatnefs of her misfortunes, to haften, 
if fhe expected to fee Pompey, with but one (hip, and 
even that not his own : her grief, which before was 
violent, became then unfupportable ; fhe fainted away, 
and lay a confiderable time without any figns of life. 
At length recovering herfelf, and refle^ing it was now 
no time for vain lamentations, (he ran quite througli 
the city to the fea-fide. Pompey embraced her with- 
out fpeaking a word, and foe fome time iupported her 
in his arms in fiknt defpair. 
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Having taken in Cornelia, he now continued hi^ 
courfei fteering to the fouth-eaA, and ftopping no. long-- 
cr than was neccffary to take in provilions at the ports 
that occurred in his paffage. He was at laft prevailed 
upon to apply to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, to wbofe 
father Pompey had been a coniiderable benefa£lor—— 
Ptolemy, who was as yet a minor, had not the govern- 
ment in his own hands, but he and his kingdom were 
under, the diredkion of Photinns, an eunuch, and Theo- 
dotus, a mafter of the art of fpeaking. Thefe advifed 
that Pompey (hould be invited on fliore, and there 
daii) ; and accordingly Achillas, the commander of the 
forces, and Septimios, by Sirth a Roman, and who had 
formerly been a centurion in Pompey 's army, were ap^ 
pointed to carry their opinions into execution. Being 
attended by three or four more, they went into a lit- ' 
tie, bark, and rowed off from land towards Pompey *s 
0iip that lay about a mile from the fhore. Pompey, 
after having taken leave of Cornelia, who wept at hit 
departure, and having repeated two verfcs of Sopho- 
cles, fignifying, that Jie who trufts his freedom to a 
tyrant from that moment becomes a flave, gave his 
hand to Achillas, and (kept into the bark, with only 
two attendants of hi$ own. They had now rowed from 
the fhip a good way; and, as during that time they 
all kept profound (ilcnce, Pompey, willing to begin the 
difcourfe, accofted Septimius, whofeface he recolledled, 
** Methinks, friend," cried he, " you and I were once 
** fellow- foldiers together." Septimius gave only a 
nod with bis head, without uttering a word, or in. 
fUncing the lead civility. Pompey therefore took out 
a paper, on which he bad minuted a fpcech he intend- 
ed to make to the king, and began reading it. In this 
manner they approached the fhore; and Cornelia, whofe 
concern had never fuffcied her to lofe fight of her buf- 
band, began to conceive hope, when (he perceived the 
people on the flrand crowding down along the coafta 
as if willing to receive him: but her hopes were foon 
deftroyed ; for that inflant, as Pompey rofe, fupport- 
ing himfelf upon his freed man's arm, Septimius {tab- 
bed him in the back^ and was inilanfly feconded by 
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Achillas. Pompcy perceiving his death inevitable, on- 
ly difpoftd hinifelf to meet it with decency, and co- 
vering his face with his robe, without fpcaking a word, 
with a figh reijgned himfcif to his fate. At this hor- 
rid fight Cornelia (hrieked fo loud as to be heard to 
the (bore ; but the danger (he herfclf wa« in did not 
allow the mariners time to look on ; they immediately 
fet fail, and the wind proving favourable, fortunately 
they cfcaped the purfuit of the Egyptian gallics. In 
the mean time, Pompey's murderers having cut off his 
head, caufed it to be embalmed, the better to prefervc 
its features, defigning it for a prcfent to Csefar. The 
body was thrown naked on the ftrand, and expofed to 
the view of all thofe whofe curiofity led them that way. 
However, his faithful freed man, Philip, ftill kept 
near it r and when the crowd was difperfed, he waftied 
it in the fea; and looking round for materiab to burn 
it he perceived the wrecks of a fifhing boat, of which 
he cpropofed a pile. While he was thus pioufly cm- 
ployed, be was accofted by an old Jloraan foldicr who 
had ferved under Pompey in his youth. " Who art 
« thou," faid he, <« that art making thefe humble prc- 
•^ parations for Pompey's funeral ?" Philip having an- 
fwered, that he was one of his freed men. " Alas," 
replied the foldier, *' permit mc to {hare in this honour 
•* alfo : among all the miferiejs of ray exile it will be 
" my laft fad comfort, that I.have been able to affift 
." at the funeral of my old commander, and touch the 
<* body of the bravcft general that ever Rome produ- 
« ced." Both joined in giving the corpfe the laft rites; 
and after this they colleding his aChes, buried them 
under a little riftng earth, fcraped together with their 
hands, over which was afterwards placed the following 
infcription : He whose merits deserve a temple can nox» 
scarce Jind a tomb. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

i^'(?w the destruction cf the Conmonivealth to the esta* 
blisbment of the Jirst emperor Augustus* 

[U. C. 706.] . 

V-/iESAR has been much celebrated for his for* 
<une, and yet bis abilities Teem equal to his" highefl fuc- 
cefs. He polTeffed many fhining qualities, vrithout the 
inteniiTXture cf any defeft but that of ambition. His 
talents were fuch as would have rcfidered him victori- 
ous at the head of any army he commanded, and he 
would have governed in any republic that had given 
him birth. Having now gai^ea a moil: complete vie* 
tory, his fuccefs only feemed to increafe his aftivity, 
and infpire him with freih refolution to face new dan- 
gers. He refolvcd therefor^ to purfue his laft advan- 
tage, and follow Pompey to whatever country he 
ihould retire ; convinced, that during his life he might 
gain new triumphs, but could nevev enjoy fecurity. 

Accordingly, loffflg no time, he fet fail for Egypt, 
and arrived at Alexandria with abdut four thoufand 
meh^ a very inconfidcrable force to keep fuch a pow* 
crful itingdom under fubje^ion.' Upon his landing, 
the firft accounts he received were of ^mpey*s mifera- 
ble end; and foon after 6ne of the murderer's camjp 
with his head and ring, as a moft grateful prefent to 
the conqueror* But Gafar had too much humanity to 
be pleafcd with fuch an horrid fpeCtacle : he turned 
away from it iltrith difguft ; and, after a fliort paufe, 
gave vent to his pity in a flood of tears. He Ihortly 
after ordered a magnificent tomb to be built to his me- 
mory, on the fpot where he was^iurdcred, and a tem- 
ple near the place to Nemcfis, who was the goddefs 
that punifhed thofe that were cruel to men in adverfity. 

It flteuld feem that the Egyptians by this time had 
fome hope^ of breaking off all alliance with the Ro- 
mans, whi^ih they confidered, as rn fadl it was, but a 
fpecious fubjedlion. They firft began to take offence 
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at Cxfar*s carrying the etifigps of Roman power before 
him as he entered the city, Photinns, the euntichV'al- 
fo treated him with great difrcfpcft, and even attempt- 
ed bis life. Cafar, however, concealed his refentmeut 
till he had a force Sufficient to punifh his treachery ; 
and fending privately for the legions which had \)eea 
formerly enrolled for Pompey's fervice, as being the 
neareft to^ Egypt, he in the mean time pretended t3 
repofean entire confidence in the king's mini fler, ma- 
king great entertainments, and affifting. at the cpufc- 
rcnces of the philofophers, who were in great numbers 
at Alexandria. However, he foon changed his plan- 
ner, when he found himfelf in no danger from the ml- 
nifter's attempts; and declared, that, as being Roman 
conful, it wat his duty to fettle the fucceffion of the 
Egyptian crown. 

There were at that time two pretenders lo the crown 
of Egypt ; Ptolemy, the acknowledged king, and the 
celebrated Cleopatra, his {ifter, to whom, by the cuf- 
tom of the country, he alfo was married^ and who, by^ 
his father's will, fliared jointly in the fucceffion. Not 
being contented with a bare participation of power, 
Cleopatra aimed at governing alone ; but being oppo- 
fed in her views bj^the R6maii fenate, who confirmed 
her brother's title to the crown, ihe -was banifhed into 
Syria with Arfinoe, her younger fifter. Gafar gave her 
new hopes of afpiring to the kingdom, and fent to both 
her and her hrotricrto plead their can fe before him^-i— . 
Photinus, the young king's guardian, difdained accept- 
ing this propofal, and backed his refufal by fending ^aii 
army of twenty thoufand men to befiege him in Alex- 
andria. Caefar bravely rcpulfed the enprhy for fotne 
time; but finding the city of too great extent to be 
defended fey fo fmall an army as he then commanded, 
he retired to the palace which commanded the harbour, 
where he purpofed to make his ftand. Achillas, who 
commanded the Egyptians, attacked him there with 
great vigour, and ftill aimed at making himi^^lf iftaftcr 
of the fleet that lay before the palace. Csefat, howe- 
ver, too well knew the importance of thofe (hips in the 
hands of an enemy, and therefore burnt thtm all in 
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fpite of every effort to prevent him. He oc!!ct pojQeft 
biinfelf of the ifle of Pharos, "which was the key to the 
Alexandria^ port ; by which he was enabled to receive 
the fupplies fent him from aH fides ; and in this fitua- 
tion he determined to withftand the united force 'of all 
the Egyptians. 

In the mean time, Cleopatra having heard of the 
prcfent turn in her favour, refolved to depend rather 
on Caefar*^s favour for gaining tlie government than her 
own forces. But no arts, as fhe juftly cohceivcd, wer« 
fo likely to ^fluenc« Gaefftf as the charms of her per- 
fon, which> though not faultlefs, were yet extremely 
reducing. She was now in the bloom of her youth, and 
every feature borrowed grace from the lively turn of 
her temper. To the* moft enchanting addrcfs Ihe join- 
ed the moft harmonious voic%. With all thefe accomf 
pHlhraents /he poffelTed a great (hare of the learning of 
-fhe times, and could give audience to the ambafiadors 
of feven different nations without an interpreter. The 
difficulty was how to get at Caefar,- as her eneiiiies 
■were In poffeflion of all the avenues that led to the pa- - 
lace. For this purpofe flie went on board a fmall vef- 
fcl, and.in the evening landed near the palace, where, 
being wrapt up in a coverlet, (he was carried by one 
Afpolodorus into the very chambcF <Jf C»far. Her ad- 
drefs at firft plcafed him ; her ^it and underftanding 
fllll fanned .the flame; but her care flj|s, which were 
carried beyond the bounds of innocence, entirely 
brought him over to fccond her claims. 

While Cleopatra was thus employed in forwarding 
her own views, her fitter Arfinoe was alfo ftrenuoufly 
engaged in the camp in purfuingf a feparate intereft.->-p 
She had found means, by the affiRaoce of one Gany? 
mede, her confidant, to triake a large divifion in the 
Egyptian army in her favour ; and foon after, by one 
of thofe fudden revolutions which are common in bar- 
barian camps to this day, (lie caufed Achillas to be 
murdered, and Ganymede to take the command in his 
dead, and to carry on the fiegc with greater vigour 
thai\'before.. Ganymede's principal effort was by let^ 
ung in the fea upoin thofe c^n^is wliich fupplied the 
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palace with frefli water; by t this inconvenience Gssfar 
rcraedied by digging a great number of weJls. His 
next endeavour was to prevent the jundtion of Caefar's 
twenty-fourth legion, which he twice attempted in vain. 
He foon after made hinifelf maftcr of a bridge which 
joined the ifle of Pharos to the continent, from which 
port Gxfar was refolved to diflodge him. In the heat 
of the adion fome manners, partly through curiofity, 
and partly ambition, came and joined the combatants; 
but, being feized with a panic, inftantly fled, and 
fpread a general terror through the army^^ Al} Caefar's 
endeavours to rally his ferces were in vaiii, the confu- 
iion was paft remedy, and -numbers were drowned or 
put to the fword in attempting to efcape* Now, there* 
fore, feeing the irremediable diforder of his troops, he 
retired to a fhvp in ordej^ to get to the palace that was 
juft oppofite ; howevcrj; he -^as no fooner on board 
|han great crowds entered at the fame time with him ; 
upon which, apprchenfive of the fhip's finking he jump- 
ed into the fea, and fwam two hundred paces ito the 
lieet that lay before the palace, all the time holding 
his own commentaries in his left hand above water, 
^nd his coat of mail in his teeth. 

The Alexandrians, finding their efforts to take' the 
palace ineffectual, endeavoured at leaft to get their 
king out of Cafar's power, as he had feized upon his 
perfoo in the J^eginning of their difputes. For this 
purpofc they made ufe of their cuftomary arts of difli- 
mulation, profcffing the utmoft defire of peace, and 
4>n\y wanting the prefence of their lawful prince to 
give a fan<Stion to the treaty. Casfar, who was fenfi^ 
ble of their perfidy, neverthelcfs concealed his ftifpici** 
ons, and gave them their king, as he was under no ap- 
prehenfions from the abilities of a boy. Ptolemy, 
however, the inflant he was fet at liberty, inftead of 
promoting the peace, made every effort, to give vigour 
to his hofiilities. 

In this, manner Cafar was hemmed in for fome time 

by this artful and infidious enemy with all manner of 

difficulties againft him ; ^ut he was ,at laft relieved 

. from this raortrfying fituatipn by Mithridates Perga^ 



d by Google 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. i.^^ 

mentis, one of his moft faithful paniza»», ^ho came 
with an,arm7 to his. affiftanct . 1*hii general, collect* 
ing ' a nui»eroi)s army in Syria, marched into Egypt, 
took the city of Pclufiam, repulfcd the Egyptian army 
with lofs, tiid at laft, joining with Cs^rar, attacked their 
camp with a great ftaaghter of the Egyptians i Ptole- 
my fiimfelf, attempting tocfcape on board a veffcl that 
was failing down the river, was drowned by the (hip's 
finking; and Cxfar 'thus became mafter of all Egypt 
without any farther oppofition. He therefore appoint- 
ed Cleopatra, with her younger brother, who was them 
but an infant, as joint governors, according to the 
intent of their father's will, and/ drove out Arfinoc 
with Ganymede into baniihraent* 

Having thus given away kingdoms, he now for /a 
whHc feemed to relax from the ufual activity of his 
condu(!V, captivated with the charms of Cleopatra.-^— 
Indead of quitting Egypt to go and q^ll the remains 
of Pompey's party, he there abandoned himfelf to his 
pleafurcs, pafling whole nights in feafting, and all the 
exceffes of high wrought luxury, with the-yomng qir^en. 
He cven^'refolved to attend her up the Nile into -Ethi- 
opia ; but the brave veterans, who had long follow- 
ed his fortune, boldly reprehended his conduct, an4 
refufed to be partners in fo infamous an ex^dition.— 
Thus, at kngthf roufcd from his lethargy, he refolved 
to prefer the call of ambitiou to that of love ; and to 
leave Cleopatra, (by whom he had a fon who was af- 
terwards nanied Cefariq.) in ordtnr to oppofe Pharnaces, 
the king of Bofphorus, who had nude £»me inroads 
upon the dominions of Romey' 

This prince, who was the ion of the great Mithri- 
dates, being ambitious of recovering his father's do- 
minions, feised upon Armenia, and Colchis, and over- 
came Domitltis who had been fent againft him. Upon 
Cxfar's inarch tp oppofe him, Pharnaces, who was as 
much terrified at the name o^ the general ds at the 
(Irength of his army, laboured by all the arts of nego- 
ciation, to avert the impending danger. Ciefar, exaf- 
perated at his crimes and ingratitude, at firft dilTembled 
with the ambaHadors, and, ufiog all exptditionk fell 
N 
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upon the enemy unexpcdtcdly, and in a fen? hours ©b.- 
tamed a fpeedy aiid complete viclory, Pharnaces^ at- 
tempted to take refuge in his capital, and was flain by 
one of his own commanders.*«*A jufl puniflinfent for 
bis former parricide- But C« far conquered him "With 
fo much eafe, that, in writing to a ffiend at Romje, he 
cxpred the rapidtty of hi« victory in tlircc word*: ** Ve^ 
ni^ vidif vici^" A man fo acciHlotrfcd to eonxjueft 
thought a flight battle fcarce wort^ a longer letter. 

Csefar having fettled affairs m this part oi the empire, 
a3 well as time would permit, embarked for Italy, 
"where he arrived fooner than his enemies could expcQ:, 
but not before his affairs there abfolutely required his 
prefence. He had been during his abfence, created con*- 
ivf for five years, dilator for one year and tribune of 
the people for life. But Anthony, who in the. mean 
time governed in Rome for him, had filled the city with 
fiot and *dcbauchery, and many commotions enfued, 
which nothing but the arrival of C«far fo opertunely 
could appcafe. However, by his moderation and hu- 
manity, he foon reftored tra;>quility to the city, fcarce 
making any diftindlion between thofe of hisWn aocl 
the opipofite party. Having by gentle means rcftored 
his authority at home, he pr<:pared to march into AfrU 
ca, where ?ompey*s patty had found time to rally un-, 
der Scipio and Gato, affifted by Juba king of Maorita- 
liia ; and with his ufual diligence landed with a fmall 
party, in Africa, while the reft of his army "followed 
iiifn. Scipio Coming to a battle fo on after received a 
complete ami final overthrow, with little or no lofs on 
the fide of the vi€lor. Juba and Petreus his general 
)ctl led each other in d%fpair. Seipio, attempting to el- 
«;ape by fea into Spain, f ^11 in among the enemy and 
was ilain : fo that, of all the generals of that undpric 
party, Cato was hpw the only one that remained. 

This extraordinary man, whom no^profperity could 
elate, nor pomisfortdnc deprefs, havkig retired into 
Africa after the battle of 5hiii:falia, bad led the wretch- 
^A remains of that defeat through burning defcrts and 
tracts, infeftcd Vith ferpentt of various* malignity, and 
frn |iOW Jfi^tie city of Utica, which he had been left 
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to defend. Stilly ho^w^verj in love with even the,, (be ir 
of Roman government, he had formed the princrpal ci- , 
tisS^ns^iijto a fenate^ and conceived a refolutioh of hold* 
ing out the town* . But the enthiifiafm of liberty fub- 
fiding among his followed, he was refolved no longer 
to force men to be free x^ho feemed naturally prone tb 
ilavery. He now therefore deiarcd forhe of his friends 
to fave themfeWes by fca, and bade others to rely upoa 
Crcfar's clemency ; oblerving, that as to himfelf he was 
at laft vidorioos. . After his, fupping cheerfully among 
his friends, he retired to his apartment^ where he hcr 
h?.ved with unufual tendemefs to his fon and to all his 
friends. When he came into his bed-chamber he laid 
himfelf down and took up Plato's dialogue on the im- 
mortality of the foul ; and having read for fom© time, 
happening to. caft his eyes to the head of bis bed, hi 
was wuch furprifed not ta find his fword'there, whicll 
had ib^Ti taken away by his fon '^s order while they 
were at fupper. Upon this, calling" one of his doiicf- 
tics to know what was become of his fword, and receiv- 
ing no attfwer, he refumed Iws ftudies ; but fome tim« 
after called for his fword again. When he had^donc 
reading, and perceiving nobody obeyed him in bring-., 
ing his fword, he called his domcftics one after the o- 
ther, and with a preremptory air demanded his fword 
once more. His foa came in focn after, and with tears 
befought him in the moft humble manner to change 
his refolution; but receiving a ftern reprimand, he de^ 
fiftcd*fVoro bis perfaafions. His fword being at length 
bro*t him, he feemcd fatisfied ; and cried out, «* Now 
again I am mafter of myfelf.** He then took- tip the 
hook again, which he read twice over, andfell into a 
found fleep. Upon awaking, he C'^^lled to one of his 
freed men to ftnow if his friends were embarked, or if 
any thing yet remained that could be done to ferve 
them. The freed man affuring him that all was quiet, 
he was then ordered again to leave the room ; andCa- 
to was no fooner alone than he ftabbedhimfelf with his 
fword through the bread, bwt not with that force he 
intended ; for the wound not djfpatching him, he fell 
upon Uis bed, and at the fame time overturned a tablf 
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on which he had been drawing fome- geomctrixraf i- 
gurcs* At the noiic he made in his fall his fcrvanta 
gave a Qiriek^ and his foiv and friends immediate )y en- 
tcred^the roum. They found him weltering in his blood, 
and his bpwcls puQied out through the wound. The 
pliyfician who attended his family perceiving that his 
inteftines were yet untouched, was for replacing tbem ; 
hut when Cato had recovered his fcnCes/andunderfiood 
their intention to preferve hia life, he puihed the phy- 
fictan frem Iifro, ind with & fierce refolutton tore taut 
k'ls bowels and expired* 

Upon the death of Gato, the war in Africa being 
fompleted, Cs&far returned in triumph to Rome ; 91^9 
as if he had abridged all his former triumphs only to 
iiicreafe the fplendour of this, the citizenjE Mtcie alloa- 
iflied at the magnificence of the procefllon, anil the 
Dumber of countries he had fubdued. It lailed four 
days ; the firft was for Gaul, the fccond for EgYPtji the 
thifd for his vi^ories in AG a, and the fourth for that 
pTcr J«ba in Africa. Ks veteran f old iers, all feared 
vith wounds, and now l^d up for life, followed their 
trtumpliant general crowned with laurels and condu^led 
him tj» the capitoi. To every one of thefc he gave at 
fum equivalent to about an hundred and fifty poundsof 
fur mouey, double that fum to the centurions, and four 
^Ime? as much to the foperior ^officers, Tlic citizens 
alfo Ihared bis bounty ; to every' one of which be dif- 
trifeuted ten buflicls of Corn, ten pounds of oil, and a 
fam of money equal to about t\Vo pounds fterling of 
ours. He after this . entertained the people at aJxtut 
twenty thoufand tables, treated thtni with the combat 
of gladiators, and filled Rome with a concourfe of fpec- 
tators from every part of Italy. 

The people, intoxicated with the allurements of plea- 
fure, thought their freedom toofroall a return for fuch 
benefits : they feemed eager only to find out new 
modes of homage, and unufual epirhetu of adulation for 
their great enflaver. He was created by a new title, 
MagisUr Morjum^ or mafter of the morals of the peo- 
ple : he received the title of Emperor, father of his 
country j.his pexfon was declared facred j and in Qiorc, 
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upon him alone were devolved for life all the great dig- 
nities of the ftate. It muft be owncd^ however^ that 
fo much power could never have been cntrufted to bet- 
ter keeping. Jle imnitedlatel^ began his empire fey re* 
preffing vice and encouraging virtue. He committed the 
power of judicature to the fenatbrs and the knights a- 
lone J and by many fumptuary laws r^ilirained the fcan- 
dalou$ luxuries of the nth* He propofed rewards to 
all fuiph as had many children, and took the moft pru-» 
dqnt methods of repeopling the city that had been cx- 
haufted m the late commotions. ' 

Having thus i;eftowid pfofperity once mpre to. Rome, 
he agaia found himfelf under ii neceffity of going into 
Spain tor oppofe an army whicb had been raifed tKera 
ti4ider the two fons of Poropey, and alfo LabienuS} hi* 
former general. He proo#8.ded in this expedition with 
his ufual celerity, and arriv^d jn Spain before the ene- 
my thought him yet departed from Rome. Cneius and 
Scxtus,- Pompey's fons, profiting by their imhappy fa- 
ther's exam jjle, refolved as mufh aspoffillle to prot^a£t 
the warj fo that the firft operations of the two arniws 
-were f pent in fieges and fruitlefs attempts to furprife 
eai5h other. At length Cjefar, after taking 6xaoy cities 
from the enemy, and purfuing Pomp<fy with unwearied 
pctrfevcraiKie, at la ft compelled him to come to a battle 
i||>on the plains of Munda. Pompey drew up his men 
by break of day upon the declivity of an Jiill with great 
cxa"ftnefs and order* Csefar drew up his, men likewife 
in the plain llel&w ; and, after advancing a little way' 
ir^m his trenches, he ordered his men to make an halt, 
cxpe^ing the enemy to come down from the hill. This 
delay made^ Cxfar's foldiers begin to murmur, while 
Pompey's with full vigour poured down upon them^ 
and a dreadful confii£t enfu^d. The £rft ihock was fo 
dreadful, that Gafar's men^ who had hitherto been ufcd 
to conquer, now began to waver» Cafar was never in 
fomuch danger as now : he threw himfelf feveral times 
into the very throng of battle. *' What,*' cried he, 
*< are you going to give up your general, who is growa 
*' grey in fighting at your head, to a parcel of boys ?** 
Upon this his tejnth legion exerted thcmfclveai with 
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«iore thanformer brtvcry ; and si. party of horfe being 
detached by Labienur from the camp in the purfuit of 
a body of Numtdian cavaUy, Csefar cried aloud, that 
they were flying. This cry inftantly fpre ad itielf through 
.both armies, exciting the one aS much as it deprefled 
the other. Nt>w, therefore, the tcnlb legion preflcd 
-forward, and a total rout foon enfued. Thirty thoQ- 
fand men were killed on Postpey^s fide, among ivhom 
was Labienus, whom Gscfar ordered to be buried with 
the funeral honour* of a general officer. (Inoius Pom- 
. pey efcaped with a few horfemento the fea fide, Jaittt 
,fijiding his paffagc intercepted bytrCaefar's lieutenant, he 
was obliged to feek for a retreat in an obfcu^e caiPem.' 
He was quickly difcovercd by fomc of Gs&faj's troops^ 
•who pi'efently cut off his head, and brought it to the 
conqueror. His brother Sftictas,^ haweveri conceakil 
himfeif £b well that he efcaped all purAiit, and a€ter« 
wards became very noted and formidabk for hispUacies 
;t0 the. people of -Rome. , 

Csefar by liis laft blow, fubdued all bis avowed cae- 
fli!es| and the reft of his life was employed for the ad* 
vantage of the ftate* He adorned the city with mag-^ 
siificent 4»uildings ; be rebuilt Carthage and Corintht 
fending colonies to both cities ; he undertook to level 
ieveral mountains in Italy, to drain the Pontine marlh- 
.cs near Rome, - and dcfigned to- cut through the ifthmus 
.af PeloponneXus. Thus with a mind that could never 
remain inadlive, he pondered mighty ^rojc^s and de- 
figns beyond the limits of the longeftllfc ; but the great- 
efl of alLwas his intended esipedition againft the Par- 
tliians, by^which be defigped to revenge the death ^f 
Craffus, who having penetrated too far into their coun- 
try, was overthrown, himfeif taken prifoncr, and put 
to a cruel death, by having molten gold poured do^n 
hfs throat, as a punifhrnent for his. former avarice. 
From- thence C»far iatend^d to pafs through Hyrca- 
nia, and enter Scythia along the banks of the CaipUa 
fea, then to open himfeif a way through the iromeafur- 
able forcftg of Germany into Gaul, and.fo to return to 
Rome. Thefe were the aims of -ambitiTon ; the jealottfy 
•f a few individuals put an end to thcm^ alU 
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Having been made perpetual ^iidliitor, and received 
from the fenate acctqnuiated honours, it began to be 
rumoured tbat he intended to make himfelf king^ and 
though in fa4i he waspoffeffed of the power, tfife peo- 
ple, who had an uttct averfionto the name, could not 
bear bia affuming the title. Whether be really defign- 
ed to ^ffurac that? empty honour muft now fwevcr rc- 
mtin a fecret ; but certain it is, that the unfufpe^ing 
^peoefs of htft CO ndu£l marked fomething like a confi- 
dence in the innocence of his intentions. When in- 
£0fmti by thofe about him of the jcaloufies of many 
periVMU who envied hi* power, he was heard to fay, that 
he hid rather die once by trcafoa than to live contin- 
ixaUy in apprtheniion, of it.^ When advifed by fpme to 
beware of Brutus, in whom,. he had for fome time re- 
^ofcd. the greateft confidence, he opened his breaft all 
Ibji^d with pounds, faying, *' Can "you think Brutus 
♦' iMtr<;s tor fuch poor pilUgc as this ?'* and being one 
Bjght at .f upper, as his friends difpu ted among them- 
fclvejs whstt death was eaiieft, he replied, that which was 
Bioft fudden and leaft farcfeen* But to convince the 
world how little he had to. apprehend from his enemies, 
hb diibanded his company of SpantCh guards, which fa- 
ciHtatejdthe entcrprizc again ft his life. 

A deep confpiracy was therefore laid againft him, 
COQapofed of no lefs than fixty fenators. They were 
ftill the more fornsiidable, a^ the generality of them.^v 
were of his own party, who, having been raifcd abgjiwi' 
other citizens, felt mpre ftrongly the weight of a fingle 
fuperior. At the head of this confpiracy were Brutus, 
whofe life C^far had fpared after the battle of Pbarfa- 
lia, add Caifius who was pardoned foon after; both 
prsttors for the prefent year. Brutus made it his chief 
^Ibry t^ have been dcfcended froni that Brutus who 
i*(l^aVi liberty to Rome. The paflion for freedom 
leemed.to' have been tranfroitted with the blood of his 
aoceilors down to hltn. But though he deteAed tyran- 
ny, yet be could not forbear loving the tyrant, from 
whom he had received the mofl fignal benefits. 

The confpiratorS) to give a colour of juftice to their 
' f roceedingsy f emitted the execution 9f their deiigo to 
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the ides of March, the day oii\vhichCa2far was tobfc of- 
fered the crown. The augurs had foretold that this day 
wouM be fatal to him ; and the night prcceding,he heard 
his wife Culpurnia hmenting in "her fle«p ; and beings 
awakened, (he confeffed to hitn that (be dreamt of his 
being afTaffinated in her arm?, Thefe dmens in fojne 
raeafure* began to change bis intentions of going to the 
fenate, as he had refolved, that day ; but one of the 
confpirators comipg in prevailed upon him to keep bik 
refolution, telling him of the reproach thstt wdutd atv 
tend his ftaying at home till his wife Had hicky dreai»«^, 
and of the preparations that were. made for bis appear** 
ancc. As he went along to the fenate, a (fete, who 
haflcned to him with information of the confpiracy, at- 
tempted to come near him, but could not for the crowd. 
Artemidorus, a Greek philofopher, who bad diftover- 
cd the whole plot, delivered him a memorial contain- 
ing the heads of the information ; but Ca&far gave ?t 
with other papers, to one of his fecrctarics withoiit 
reading, as was ufual in things of this ftature/ Beiti^ 
at length entered the fenate bouf^y where the coiifpi- 
rators were prepared to receive him, be met one Spo- 
rina, an augur, who bad foretold his danger; to wiioHi 
he faid, fmiling, ^ Well, Spurina, the ides of March 
« are come." " Yef," replied- the ^gur, "but they 
« are not yet over." As foon as he had take^n bis 
plabe the confpirators came near htm, under pretence 
«tf fainting him: and Cimber, who was one of theBi» 
approached in a fuppliailt poftvre, pretending to foe 
for his brother's pardon^ who had ^een baniAied by hi« 
order. AH the confpirators feconded him with great 
carneftnefs ; and Cimber, fceming to fue with ftill 
greater, fubmiffion, took hold of the bottom of his robe, 
holding him fo as to prevent his ri(ing. This was tbfe 
fignal agreed on. . Cafca, who was behind, (labfaed him, 
' though (lightly, in the (boulder. C»far inftantly turn- 
ed round, and, with tbe fleel of hid tablet, wounded 
him in the arm. However, all the confpirators wero 
now alarmed ; and, inclodng him roond, he received 
a f<scond flab from an unknown hand in the bfea{^^ 
wbtle Ca(&iis wounded bixn in the face* H« (lUi ^- 
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f«hded Jiimfclf witli great Vigoury riifhing among them, 
and throwing dowo fuch as oppofed him, till he fair 
Brjutus among the cocfpirators, who» coming up, ftruck 
his dagger into his thigh* From that mpment Caefar 
thought no more of defending himfelf i but looking 
nj^on this confpirator, cried out, '' And you too, nijr 
<• fon !'^. Then covering his. head, and fpreading his 
rotee before him, in order to fall with greater decency, 
fcc funk down at the hafe of Pompey's ftatue, after re- 
ceiving three and twenty wounds from hands which he 
mainly fuppofed he had difarmed by his benefits. 

Cxfar was killed in the fifty- fixth year of his .p. ^ , 
tge, a«d about fourteen years after he began * * 
the conqueft of the world. If we examine his '^^^* 
biftory^.we ihali be equally at a lofs whether moft to 
admire hif gre&t abilities or his wonderful fortune. To 
pretend to fay that from the beginning he planned the 
tabje£lion of his native country, is doing no great 
eredU to his well known penetra^ticn, as a thoufand 
obllacles lay in liis way, which fortune, rather than 
eo»do6^, was to furmount. No man, therefore, of his 
fs^ctty, would have begun a fcheme in which the*^ 
dances of fucceeding were fo many againfl him : it 19 
in^ft probable, that, like all very fuccefsful. men, he 
only made .the beft of every occurrence; and his am- 
bition rifing with hU good fortune, from at firft being 
contented with humbler aims, he at lafl began to think 
of governing the world, when he Jfound fcarce any ob- 
flacle to oppofe his defigns* Such is the difpofition of 
roan, whofe cravings after power are always moft iu- 
fatiablc when he enjoys the greateft fiiare. ^ — » 

As foon as the confpirators had difpatcbed Csefar, 
tliey 3^1 retired to the capitol, and guarded its acceffes 
by a body of gladiators which Brutus had in pay. 

The friends of the late didator now began to find 
that this was the time for coming into greater power 
than before, and for fatifying their ambition under the 
veil of promoting juftice. Of this number was An- 
thony, whom we have already feen aiding as a lieute- 
nant under Csefar, and governing Rome in his abfence. 
He was a man of moderate abilities andexccffivc vices| 
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ambitious of power only, becaufe it gave bis pleaftifei 
'a wider range to riot in, biit ikilled in war, to which 
he had been trained from his youth. He was confat 
for this year, and refolved, with Lepidus, who wa« 
fond of commotions like hinifelf, to feize this opportu-. 
nity of gaining that power which Caefar had tiied M 
ufurping. Lepidus, therefore, tcok poffeffion af the 
Forum with a band of foldiers at his devotion $ and' 
Anthony, being conful, was permitted to commstnd 
them. Their firft ftep was to poffefs themfelves of all 
Cafar's papers and money, and the next to convene 
the fenate* Never had this auguft afTcmbly been cofi- 
▼encd upon fo delicate an occafion, as it ^as t6 deter* 
mine whether Cxfar had been a legal magiflrate or a 
tyrannical ufurper ; and whether thoOe who killed hrfn 
merited rewards or puniQjments. There w^remanyof 
thefc who had received all their promotions frtDm Gas- 
far, and had acquired l'c»rge fortunes in cpnfequence of 
his appointments : to vote him an ufurper, therefore, 
'Would be to endanger their property ; and yet to vote 
him innocent might endanger the ftate. In this du 
lemma they fcemed willing Xo reconcile extremes ; 
wherefore they approved all the arfs of Cxfar, and yet 
granted a general pardon to all the confpirators. 

This decree was very far from giving Aiithony/ij- 
tisfaAlon, as it granted fecurity to a number of men 
who were the avowed enemies of tyranny, and who 
would be forcmoft in oppofing his fchemcs of reftoring 
abfolute power. As therefore the fenate had ratified 
all Gxfar's a<J^s without di(lin£lion, he formed a fchenw 
upon thiif of making him rule when dead as imperiouf* 
ly as he had dqne when living. Being, as was faid, 
pofTeffcid of Cajfar's books of account?, he fo far gain- 
ed upon his fecretary as to make him infcrt whatever 
he thought proper. By thefc means great fums of mo- 
ney, which Coefar would never have beftowed, were 
there didributed among the people; and every man 
who bad any feditious dcfigns af^ainft the government 
was there fure of finding a gratuity. Things being in 
this fituatiQn, Anthony demanded of the fenate that 
tisfar's funeral obfequies ftiould be pctformed, which 
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ibtj could not decently forbid, as ifccy bad never de- 
clared him a tyrant: accordingly the body was brought 
|orih into the Forum vith the utmoft folemnity ; and 
Anthony, who charged himfelf with thefe lafl duties 
of friendiiijp begfan his operations upon the paffions of 
the people by the prevailing motives of private intercft. 
He firft read them Gjcfar's will, in which he had left 
Odaviusj his fifter's grandfon, his heir, permitting 
him to take the name of Gpsfar, and three parts of his 
private fortune ; and Brutus was to inherit in cafe of 
his death. The Roman people were left the garden* 
which he had on the other fide of the Tyber; ard eve- 
ry citizen in particular was to receive three thoufand 
fcftcrces ; and unfolding. Cscfar's bloody robe in fight 
of the multitude, he took care they ftiould obferve the 
number of ftabs in it ; then difpJayed an iujage, which 
10 them appeared the body of Cacfar, all covered with 
wounds. They could no longer contain their indigna^ 
tion, but unanimoufly cried out for revenge, and ran 
with 'flaming brands from the pile to fet fire to tHe 
confpira tors' houfes. In this rage of refentlng, meet- 
ing with <>ne Cinna, Whom they miftook for another 
of the fame name who was in the cocfpiracy, they tore 
him in pieces. The confpirators themftlves, however, 
teing well guarded, repulfed the multitude with no 
groat trouble ; but perceiving the rage of the people, 
they thought it foon after fafefl to retire from the city. 
In the mcfin time, Anthony, who had excited thi^ 
flame, rcfolvcd to make the heft of f'he occaiion. Bu^ 
an obftacle to his ambition feemed to arifc from a quar* 
ter on which helcaft expcfVcd it, namely, from Octa- 
•vius Csefair, afterwards called Auguftus, who was the 
grand jicphew and adopted fon of Csefar. A third 
competitor alfo for power appeared in Lcpidus, a man of 
fomc authority and great riches at Rome. At firft the 
ambition of thefe three feemed to threat ::ii fatal con- 
fc quences to each other, but, uniting foon after in the 
common caufe, they refolved to revenge the death of 
Ca&far, and dividing all power among therofelvcs, fprm-. 
(Cd what is called th^ fecond Triumvirate* 
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TUc meeting of thefe three ufurpers of their coim* 
try's freedom was near Mutina, upon a little ifland of 
the river Panarus. Their xhutttai fufpicions were the 
caufe-of their meeting in a place where they could ijot 
fefar any treachery ; for, even in their union they couli 
not divpft themfelves of mutual diffidence. Lepidus 
firfl entered, and finding all things fafe, made tlie fig* 
nal for the other two to approach. They embraced 
each other upon their fir A meeting ; and Augultiis be- 
gan the conference, by thanking Anthonj'^ for his zeal 
in putting Declmus Brutus to death, w^ho, being aban? 
doned by his army, was taken as he was defigning to 
efcapc into Macedonia, and beheaded by Anthony's 
command. They then, entered upon the boCnefs that 
Jay before them without any rctrofpe^ion of the-paft. 
Their conference lafled for three days ; and in this pe* 
riod they fixed a di.vifion of government, :and determi^ 
ned upon the fate of thoufands. The refult of whiclx 
was, that the fupreme authority Ihould be lodged in 
their bauds, under th^ title of the Triumvirate, foYthe 
fpace of five years ; that Anthony 0iould have Ghtul ; 
Lepidus, Spain; and Auguftus, Africa and the Medi* 
terranean inlands. As for Italy and the eaftern prd- 
vmces, they were to remain in common utJtil their gJp- 
peral enemy was entirely fubdued ; where, among o» 
ther articles of union, it was agreed, that all tlieir 
enemies ihould be deftroycd, of which each prefented 
a lift. In thefe were compri fed pot only the enemies, 
hut the friends of Ihe Triumvirate, iince the partizan« 
of the one were often found among the oppofers of the 
otherV Thus Lepidus gave up his brother Paulus to the 
vengeance of his colleague ; Anthony permitted tKe 
profcription of his uncle Lucius, and Auguftus dcltverT 
ed up the great Cicero, who was affaffintfted fhortly 
after by Anthony's command. 

In the mean time, Brutus and Caffias, the priBci|>al 
of tlic confpirators againfl Cafar, being competed to 
quit Rome, went into Greece, where- .they perfyadcd 
the Roman fludents at Athens to declare in the caufe 
of freedom. Then jjarting, the fonner raifed apo\ir, 
crfui iirmy m Macrdonia aodi the adjacent cpuptrie^^ 
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•while the latter went into Syria, where he foon be-^ 
came mafter of twelve legions, and reduced his oppo- 
nent Dolabella to fuch firaits as to kill himfelf. Both 
armies foon after joining at Smyrna, the fight of luch 
a formidable force began .to revive the declining fpirits 
of the party, and to reunite the two generals Hill mors 
clofely, between whom there had been fome time be^ 
fore a flight mifunderftanding. In fhort, having quit- 
ted Italy like dinrefTed exiles, without having one 
fingle fpldier or one town that owned their command, 
they now found tbemfelves at the head of a flourifhing 
array furniflied with all the neceffaries for carrying on 
the war^ and m a condition to fupport a conteft where 
the empire of the world depended on the event. This 
fuccefs in raifing levies was entirely oVvIng to the juf- 
tice, moderation, and great humanity of Brutus, who 
in every inftance, feemed fludious of the happinefs of 
hfS^ country and not his own. 

It was in this fiourilh^ng ftate of their affairs that 
th^ confpirators had formed a refolution of going againft 
Cleopatra, "who had made great preparations to affift 
their opponents. However, th.ey were diverted from 
this purpofe, by an information that Auguilus and An- 
thoiiy were sow upon tlieir march with forty legions 
to oppofe them. Brutus therefore moved to have their 
army pafs over into Greece and Macedonia, and there 
meet the enemy; but Coffins fo far prevailed as to 
have the Rhodians and Lycians firft reduced, who had 
refiifed their ufual contributions. This expedition was 
immediately put. in execution, and extraordinary con- 
tributions were raifed by '^that means, the Rhodians 
fia.ying fcarce any thing left them but their lives.— 
The Lycians fuffered flill more feverely ; for, having 
ihut themfelves up ,in the city of Xanthius, they de- 
fended the place againft B^tus with fuch fury, that 
neither his arts nor entreaties could prevail upon them 
to furrcnder. At length, the town beitig fet on fire by 
their attempting to , burn the works of the Romans, 
Brutus, inrtead of. la.ying hold of this opportunity to 
ftorm the place, made every effort to preferve it, en- 
treating his foldierft to try all means of extinguilhing 
O 
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the fire : bat the dcfperatc phrcnzy of the citizens wa« 
not to be mollified. Far from thinking themfelvcs 
obliged to their generous enemy for the efforts which 
•Were made to favc theuJj they refolved to perifh in the 
flames. Wherefore inltead of extlnguifhing, they did 
all in their power to augment the fire, by throwing in 
wood, dry reeds, and all kinds of fuel. Nothing could 
exceed the diftrefs of Brutus upon feeing the towns- 
men thus refolutely bent on deftroying thcmfclves : he 
rode about the fortifications, flretching out his hands 
to the Xanthians, and conjuring them to have pity on 
themlelves and their city ; but, infcnfible to bis ex- 
poflulations they rufhed into the flames with dcfperatc 
©bftinacy, and the whole foon became an heap of un- 
dillinguiftiable itiin. At this horrid fpe^lacle Brutus 
melted into tears, offering a reward to every foldier 
who fhoul4 bring him a Lycian alive. The number of 
thofe whom it was poflible to fave from their own fuFy 
amounted to no more than one hundred and fifty. 

Brutus and Caffius met once more at Sardis, where, 
after the ufual ceremonies were paffcd between thero, 
they refolved to have a private conference together. — 
They (but thcmfelves up therefore in the firft convenU 
cnt Iroufe, with exprefs orders to their fervants to give 
no admifiion. Brutus began, by reprimanding Caffius 
for having difpofed of offices which fhould ever be the 
reward of merit, and for having overtaxed the tribu- 
tary ftatcs. Caffius retorted the imputation of avarice 
with the more bitternefs, as he knew the charge to be 
groundlefs. The debate grew warm, till,, from loud 
fpeaking they burft into tears. Their friends, who 
were (landing at the door, overheard the incrcafing veV 
hemence of their voices, and began to dread for the 
confequences, till Favonius, who valued himfelf upon 
a cynical boldnefs that knew no reftraint, entering the 
rocm with a jeft, calmed their mutual animofity. Caf- 
fius was ready enough to forego his anger, being a 
man of great abilities, but of uneven difpofltion ; not 
averfe to pleafure in private company ; and, upon the 
"»»{ioIe, of morals npt quite fincere. But the conduct 
•X Brutus was always perfedlly fteady. An even gcn- 
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tlenefs, a noble elevation oT fentiment, a ftreiigth of 
mind over which neither vice nor plcalure eould have 
any influence, an inflexible firnuiefs in the defence of 
juftice^ compofed the charafter of that great man.— 
After their conference, night coming on, Caflius invi- 
ted Brutas and his friends to an entertainment, ^wherc 
freedom and cheerfuluefs for a while took place of po- 
litical anxiety, and foftened the feverity of wifdom. 
Upon returning home, it was that Brutus, as Plutarch 
tells the {|«ry, fawa fpe6\re in his tent. He naturally 
flept but little, and he had increafed this ftate of wat^:h- 
fulnefs by habit and great fobriety. He never allow- 
ed himfelf to fleep in the day tioae, as was tben com- 
mon in Rome, and only gave fo much of the night to 
fleep as could barely renew the natural fundlions. But 
efpecl^ally now, when oppreft with fuch various cares, 
he only gave a Ihort time after his nightly vepaft to 
reft; and, waking about midnight, generally read or 
ftudicd till morning. It was in the dead of the night, 
when the whole camp was perfeftly quiet, that Brutui 
was thus employed in reading by a lamp that was juft 
expiring. On a fudden he thought he heard a noifc as 
if fomebody entered, and looking towards the door he 
perceived.it open. A gigantic figure, with a fright- 
ful afpect, flood before him, and continued to gaz« 
upon him with filent feverity. At laft Brutus had 
courage to fpeak to it : " Art thou a dxmon, or a 
*' mortal man ? and why comefl thou to me ?'* ** Bru- 
" tus,*^ replied the phantom, '* I am thy evil genius : 
*' tliou fhalt fee ni,e again at Philippic* " Well then," 
anfwered Brutus, without being difcompofed, " we 
** Hiall meet again." Upon which the phantom va- 
niftied, and Brutus calling to his fetvants, aflced if they 
had fcten any thing ? to which replyingin the negative, 
he again refumed his ftiidies. But as he was ftruck 
"with fo ftrange an occurrence, he mentioned it the next 
d^y to Giffius, who, being an Epicurean, afcribed it 
to the effedl of an imagination too much exercifed by? 
vigilance and anxiety. Bmtus appeared fatisfied with 
this-folution of his late terrors ; and as Artthony and 
Auguflus were now advanced into Macedonia, he and 
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bis coHcague paffed over into Thrace, and drew near 
tQ the city of Philippi, Wiicre the forces of the trium- 
viri were pofted to receive them. 

All mankind now began to regard the approaching 
armies with terror and fufpence* The empire of the 
vorld depended upon the fate of a battle ; as, from 
victory on the one fide, they had t3 expefl freedom j 
but from the other, a fovcreign with abfolute ccm- 
ma«d. Brutus was the only man who looked upon theft 
great events before him with calmiiefs and tranquility* 
Indifferent as to fuccefs, and fatisficd \Vith. having done 
his duty, he faid to one of his friends, *» If I gain the 
** vidory, I (hi^ll reficre liberty to my country ; if I 
*' lofe it by dying, I fhall be delivered from llavery 
"myfelf; my condition is fixed, and Irunno. lia- 
" zards." The republican army confiDed of fou|fcore 
, thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand horfe. The army 
of the triumviri amounted to an hundred thoufand foot, 
and thirteen thoufand horfe* Thus complete on both 
fides, they met and encamped near each other upon the 
plains of Philippi, a city upon the confines of Thrace. 
This city was iituated upon a mountain, towards th« 
weft of which a plain ftretched itft^lf, by a gentle de- 
clivity, alnioft fifteen leagues to the b^nks of the river 
Strymon. In this phli?, about two miles from the 
town, were two little hill sat a^bout a mile diftance from 
each other, defended on one fide by mountains, on the 
other by a marfh, which communicatrd with the fea. 
It was upon thefe two hills that Brutus and CaiFius 
fixed their camps: Brutus on the hill towards the 
north, Caflius on that towards the fouth ;. and in the 
intermediate fpace which feparated them they cad up 
lines and a parapet from one hill to the other. Thus 
they kept a firm communication between the two 
camps which mutually defended eacjl- other. In this 
commodious fituation they could a£i a^ tlky thought 
pl-opcr, and give battle only when it was thought to 
their advantage to engagci Behind them was the fea, 
which furnifhed theia with all kinds of pro-«;ifions, and 
at twelve miles .^iTcance the ifla^nd of Thaios, which 
fcrved them for a general loagazine* The triumviri. 
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en the other Jiand, were encamped on the plain below, 
and were obliged to bring their provifions from fifteen 
leagues diftance : fo that their fcheme and intercft was 
to bring on. a battle as foon as they could. TIbs they 
offered fe vera 1 times, drawing out their men from their 
camp, and provoking the enemy to engage. On the 
contrary, the fe contented themfelves with drawing up 
their troops at the head of their camps, but without 
deCcending to the plain. This refolution of poftponing 
the battle was all that the republican army had for it ; 
and Caffius, who was aware of his advantage, refolved 
to harafs the eneniy leather than engage them. But 
Brutus began to Cufpe€i the fidelity of fome of his offi- 
cers, fo thathe ufed all his influence to perfuade Caffi-- 
us to change his refolution. " I am impatient," faid 
he, "to put an end to the nUferies of mankind, and 
" in that I have hopes of fucceeding whether I fa41 or 
" conquer.'* His wifhes were foon gratified ; for An» 
thony's foldiers having with great labour made a road 
through the marfli whicjh lay to the left of CafRus's 
camp, by that means opened a communication with the 
ifland of Thafos, which Uy behind thec^. Both ar- 
mies, in attempting to poffefs themfelves of this road, 
refolved at length to come to a general engagement. 
This however was contrary to the advice of Caflius, 
who declared that he was forced, as Pompey had for- 
merly been, to expofe tfie liberty of Roiue to the ha- 
zard of a battle. The enfuingmorningthe two gene- 
rals gave the fignal for engaging, and conferred toge- 
ther, a little while before the battle began. Caffius 
defired to know how Brutus hitended to adl in cafe 
they were unfuccefsful ; to which the other replied, 
*' That he had formerly in his writings condemned the 
** death of Cato, and maintained, that avoiding cala.- 
" mities by fuicide was an infolent attempt againft 
*' Heaven that fent them ; but he had now altered his 
" opinions^ and, having given up' his life to his coun- 
" try, be thought he had a right to his own way of 
" ending /it ; wherefore, he was refolved to change a 
" miferable being here^ for a better hereafter, if for- 
** tune proved againft him." "Well faid, my friend,*' 
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cried Caffius cmbrachig hitn, '' now we^ may venture to 
" face the enemy ; i*o» either wc (hall -be copquerors 
*' ourfelves, or wc {hall have no caufe to fear tbofe 
*' that are fo." Auguftus being fick, the forces of the 
triamviri were commanded alone by Anthony, who be- 
gan the engagement by a vigorous attack upon the 
line# of Caffius. Brutus, on the other fide, made a 
dreadful irruption on the army of Auguftus, and drove 
forward with 4*0 much intrepidity, that he broke thein 
«pon the very firft charge. Upon this he penetrated 
as far as the camp, and cutting hi pieces ' thofe who 
were left for its defence, his trqpp# immediatcl^y began 
to plunder ; but in the mean time the lines of Caffius 
were forced, and his cavalry put t« flight. There waa. 
no effort that this unfortunate general did not ufe ^o 
xnake his infantry ftand, .ftopping thofe that fled, and- 
ftizing himfelf tbc^colours to rally them. But his own 
valour alone was not fufficient to infpirc his timorous 
army ; wlierefore, defpairing of fuccefs, be caufcd him- 
* felf to be llain by one of his freed men. Brutus was 
foon informed of tl« defeat of Caings, and foon after 
of his death, as he drew n^ ar the camp. He feemed 
fcarce able to reftrain the excefs of his grief for a man 
whom he called the laft of the Romans. 

But his firft care, when he became the fole general, 
was to affemble the difperfed troops of Cafffius, and 
animate them with frefli hopes of vidory., As they 
had loft all they poffeffed by the plundering of their 
camp, he prc^ifed them two tboufand denarii each man 
to make up their loffes. This once more infpired tlyem 
with new ardour ; they admired the liberality of their 
general, and with loud iliouts proclaimed his former 
intrepidity. Still, however, he had not confidence 
fufficient to face the adverfary, who offered him battle 
the enfulng day. His aim was to ftarve his enemies, 
who were in extreme want of provisions, their fleet 
having been lately defeated. But his fingle opinion 
was over-ruled by the reft of his army, who now grew 
every day more confident- of their ftrength, and more 
arrogant to their new general. He was therefore, at 
laft, after a reijpite of twenty days, obliged to cpmply 
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'With their folkitation^ to try the fate of the battle.—,. 
Both armies I^eing drawn out, they remained --a bug 
while oppolite to each other without offering to engage. 
But it is faid, that he himfelf had loft much of his na*- 
tural ardotir by having feen a Ijpedre the night pre- 
ceding : however, he encouraged, his men as much as 
poflible, and gave the fign^ifor anotlwr battle. He 
had, a3 ufual, the advantage where he comnwiided in 
perfon, bearing down the enemy at the head of his in- 
fantryj and, fupported by his cavalry^ making » very 
great fkughter. But the troops which had belonged 
to Gaffius, communicating their terror to the reft of 
the forces, at I aft. the whole army gave way. Brutifs, 
furrounded by 'the moft valiant of his officers, fo^g'ht 
for a long time with amazing valour. The fon of Cato 
fell fighting by iiis fide, as alfo the brother of Gaffius; 
fo that at laft he was obliged to yield to neceflSty, and 
fled. . In the mean time, the two tciuravirii nt)w af- 
fured of victory, expref^ly ordered by no means to fuf- , 
fer the general to efcape for fear he Ihould renew the 
war. Thus the -whole body of the..enemy feemed chief- 
ly intent on Brutus alone, and his^lfcapture feemed ine- 
vitable. In this (deplorable exigence, Lucilius, his 
friend, was refolved by his own death to eifedl his ge- 
neral's delivery. Upon perceiving a body of Thracian 
horfe ckfely purfuing Brutus, and juft upon the point 
of taking him, he boldly threw himfelf in their way, 
telling them that he, was Brutus. The Thracians, o- 
verjoyed with fo gr«it "a ptiz£, immediately difpatciied 
fomc of their companions- wltl^ the news of their fac« 
cefs to the army. Upon which, the ardour of the pur- 
fuit now abating, Anthony marched out to meet his 
prifoner, and to.haften his death, or infult his misfor- 
tunes. He was followed by a great number of officers 
and foldicrs, fome filently deploring the fate of fo vir- 
tuous a man ; others reproaching that mean defire^of 
life for which he confented to undergo captivity. An- 
thony now feeing the Thracians approach, began to 
prepare himfelf for the interview j but the faithful Lu- 
cilius, advancing with a chearful air, "It is not Bru- 
" tus," faid he, *' that is takeu j fortune has not yet 
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'^ had the powrr of commiting fo great an outrage up- 
•* on virtue. As for my life it is well fpent in preier- 
*' ving his honour $ take it, for I have deceived you.*' 
Anthony, ftruck with fo much fidelity, ptrdoned him 
upon the fpot ; and from that time forward loaded him 
with benefits, and honoured him with his friendfliip. 

In the mean time, BriWb, with a*fraall number of 
friends, palTed over a rivulet, and night coming on, 
fat down under^ rock which concealed him from the 
purfuit of the enemy. After taking breath fpr a little 
time, and cafting his eyes up to heaven, he repeated a 
line from Euripides, containing a wifli to the 'gods, 
" that guilt (liouid not pafsin this life without punifli- 
" m^nt.*' To this he added another from the fame poet, 
" O Virtue I thou empty name, I have worfhipped 
" thee as a real* god, but thou art only the Have. of 
*' fortune." He then called to mind, with great ten- 
der ners,thofe whom he bad feen perifh in battle, and 
fcnt out one Statilius to give him fome information of 
thofe that remained ; but he never returned, being 
killedby a party of the enemy's horfe. Brutus, judg- 
ing very rightly of Tiis fate, now refolved to die like- 
wife, and fpoke to thofe who Rood round him to lend 
him their laft fad affiftaHce. None of them, however, 
would render him fo melancholy a fervice. He thei*c- 
fore called to one of his flaves to perform whit be fo 
ardently defired ; but Strato, his tutor, offered him- 
felf, crying out, "That it Ihould never be faid that 
" Brutus, in his laft extr^fty, ftodd in need of a flavc 
" for want of a friend.'* Thus faying, and averting 
his head, he prefcnted the fword's point to Brutus, who 
threw himfelf upon it, and immediately expired. 

From the moment of Britttis's death, the triumviri 
began to a6t as fovereigns, and to divide the Roman 
dominions between them, as theirs by right of con- 
queft. However, though there was apparently three 
who participated all power, yet in faft only two were 
adually poffeffed of it, fince Lepidus was at firft ad- 
mitted merely to cui-b the mutual jealoufy of Anthony 
and Auguftus ; and was poffeiTcd neither of intereft in 
the array, nor authority among the people. Their firft 
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care was to puniflithofe whom they had formerly mark- 
ed for vengeance. Hortenfius, Drufus, and Quintilins' 
Varus, all mc|i of the fiift rank in the commonwealth, 
either killed them felves or were flain. A fenator and 
his fon were ordered to caft lots for their lives, but 
both jefurtd it ; the father voluntarily gave himfelf 
up to the. executioner, and the fon ftabbed himftlf be- 
fore his face. Another begged to have the rites of bn- 
rial after his death ; to which Auguftus replied, " That 
<' he fliould find a grave in the vultures that devour- 
''* ed him.'* But chiefly the people lamented to fee thd 
bead of Brutus fent to Rome to be thrown at the foot 
of Cffifar's ftatue, Hii, aflies, however, were fen t to 
his wife Porcia, Gato*s daughter^, whe, following the 
exarnple of her hulband and father, killed herfelf by 
{"wallowing burning coals. It is obferved, that of all 
thofe who had a hand in the death of Csefar not 09M 
died a natural death. 

The power of the triumviri being thus eftablifhed 
upon the ruin of the commonwealth, they now began 
to think of enjoying that homage to which they had 
jifpired. Anthony went into Greece to receive the 
flattery of that refined people, and fpent fome t»me at 
Athens, converfing among the philofophers, and aflift-. 
ing at their difputes in perfon. From thence he paff- 
ed over into Afia, where all the monarchs of the Eaft, 
wh,o acknowledged the Roman power, came to pay him 
their obedience ; while the fairefl princeffes ftrov* to 
gain his favour by the greatnefs of their prefents, or 
the allurements of their -beauty. In this manner he 
proceeded from kingdom to kingdom, attended by a 
crowd of fovereigns, exafting contributions, diflribut- 
ing favours, and- giving away crowns with capricioui 
infolence. He prcfented the kingdom of Cappadocia 
to Syfenes, in prejudice of Ariarathes, only becaufr he 
fcuhd pleafure in the beauty of Glaphyra, the mother 
of the former. He f.-ttk-d Herod in the kingdom of 
Judea and fup-portcd him againfl every oppofer. But 
amon^ all the fovereigns of the Eaft who fliared hit 
favours, none'had fo large a part as Cleopatra, the ce- 
lebrated queen of Egypt. 
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It happened that Seraplou, her governor in the ifland 
of Cyprus, had formerly furnifhed foirre fuccours to the 
confpirators ; smd it was thought proper that he flipuld 
anfwer for his condudl on that occafion, AccorcHiig- 
ly, having received orders from Anthony to come and 
clear herfelf of this imputation of infidelity, flie •readi- 
ly complied, equally confcious of the goodntfs of her 
caufe, and the power of bcr beauty. She was now in 
her twenty-feventh year, and confcquently had improv- 
ed thofe^allurements by art, which, in earlier age, are 
fcldom attended to. Her addrefs and wit were ftill 
fa the r heightened, and though there were lomc women 
in Rome that were her equals in beauty, none could ri- 
val her in the charms of feducing converfatlon. An- 
thony was now in Tarfus, a city.of CHicia, when deo- 
patra refolvcd to attend his court In perfon. She fail- 
ed to meet him down the river Cydnus, at the mouth 
of which the city ftood, with the moft fumptuous pa- 
geantry. Her galley was covered with gold, the fails 
of purple, large and floating in the wind. The oars, 
of filver, kept time to the found of flutes and cymbals. 
She herfelf lay reclined on a couch fpangled with ftart 
of gold, and with fuch ornaments as poets and painters 
had ufually afcribed to Venus. On each fide wei-e 
boys like Cupids, who fanned her by turns ; while the 
moft beautiful nymphs, drcft like Neria^s and Graces, 
were placed at proper diftances around her. Upon the 
banks of the river were kept burning the moft«*exqui-. 
iitc perfumes, while an infinite number of people gazed 
upon the fight with a mixture' of deliwjbt and admira- 
tion. Anthony was captivated with her beauty, and, 
leaving all his bufinefs to fatisfy his paflion, fliortly af- 
ter followed her into Egypt. There he continued in 
all that eafe and foftnefs to which hisviciaos heart 
was prone, and which that luxurious people were able 
to fupply. 

While he remained thus idle in Egypt, Auguftus, 
who took upon him to lead back the veteran troops and 
fettle them in Italy, was aflfiduoufly employed in pro- 
viding for their fubfiftence. He had promifed them 
lands at home as a recompeuce for their pail fervices ; 
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but they could not receive tbeir uew grants -without 
turning out the former inhaliitaius. In confequcncc 
of this, multitudes of women, with children in their 
arms, whofe t^der years and innocence excited unirer- 
fal compaffi-on^ daily filled the temples and the ftreets 
with their aiftreffes. Numbers of hufbandmen and 
fhepherds came to deprecate the conqueror's intention, 
or to obtain an habitation in fome other part of the 
world- Among this number was Virgil, the poet, to 
whom mankind owe more obligations than to a thou- 
fand conquerors, who in an humble manner, begged 
permiffion to retain his patrimonial farm* "^^rgil ob- 
tained his requeft, but the reft of his countrymen of 
Mantua and Cremona were turned out without mercy. 

Italy and Rome 'now felt the moft extreme miferics j 
the infplent foldicrs plundered at will, while Sextus 
Pompey being mailer of the fea, cut olF all. foreign 
-communication, and ^'evented the people's receiving 
their ufual fupplies of corn. To thefe mifchiefs were 
added the comnienceraent of another civil war. Fuly 
via, the wife of Anthony, who had been left behind 
him at Rome, had felt for fome time all the rage of 
jealbufy, and refolved to try every method of bringing 
back her huft)and from the armsToi Cleopatra. She con- 
fidercd a breach with Augnftus as the «nly probable 
Ineans of roufing him froni his lethargy ; and accor- 
dingly, with the affiftance of Lucius, her brother in 
law, who was then conful, and entirely dtvoted to her 
intereft, flie began to fowthe feeds of diffention. The ^ 
pretext was, that Anthony (hould have a (liare in the 
diftributhm of lands as well as Auguftus, This pro- 
ducc(fpeJociations' between them, and Auguftus offer- 
ed to make the vcteraFvs.themfelves umpires in the dis- 
pute. Lucius refuftd to acquiefce ; and being at the 
headof more than {ix legions, moftly coropofed of fuch 
as ware difpoffeffed, he refolved to compel Auguttus to 
accept oi whatfoever terms he fhoujd offer. Thus a 
new war was excited between Augu1\us and Anthony, 
or at leaft the generals of the latter affumed the fanc- 
tion of his name. Auguftus however, was vi6\onous ; 
Lucius was hemmed in between twt> armies, and cca* 
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ftraincd to retreat to PeruHa, a city of Etruria, where 
lie was cloftly befieged by the oppofite party. He 
made muny defperate failles, and Fulvia did all in her 
power to rirlleve him, but without Tuccefs. He was at 
lai>, therefore, reduced to fuch extremity by famine, 
that he came out in perfon and delivered himfelf up to 
the mcrrcy of the conqueror. Auguftus received him 
very honorably^ and geiicroufly pardoned him and all 
liis followers. ^ » , 

^ Anthony having heard of his brother's overthrow, 
and his wife's being compelled to leave Italy, was re- 
folved ;^(^pppofe Anguftus w^itbout delay. He accor- 
dingly failed, at. t|^e head of a confiderable fleet from 
Alexandria to Tyre, and from thence to Cyprus and 
llhode?, and had an interview with Fulvia, his wife, at 
Athens. He much blamed her for occalioning the late 
diforders, teftiiied the utmoft contempt for her perfon, 
and leaving her upon her death-bed at Sycion, haften- 
ed into Italy to fight Auguftus. They both met at 
Brundufium, and it was now thought that the flames 
of a civil war were going to blaze out once more* l^he 
forces of Anthony were numerous, but moftly new rais- • 
ed ; however, he was allifledby Sextus Pompeius, who, 
in thefc oppofitions of intercft, was daily coming into 
power. Auguftus was at the head of thofe veterans 
who had always been irtefiflable, but who fecm^ed no 
way difpofed to fight againil Anthony, their former 
general. A negotiation was. therefore propofed ; and 
by the activity of Cocceius, a friend to both, a recon- 
ciliation was eiFe£lcd. All offences and affronts were 
snutually forgiven ; and to cement the unioujf a n^arri- 
2gt was concluded between Anthony arnd 06luvia, the 
Cfter of Auguftus. A new diviiion of the Roman em- 
pire was made between thern ; Auguftus was to have 
the command of the Weft, Anthony of the Eaft, while 
Lepidus was obliged to content himfelf with the'-pra- 
vinces in Africa. As for Sextus Pompeius, *1ie wfes 
permitted to retain all the iflands he had already pos- 
feffed, together with Pcloponncfus : he was alfo grant- 
ed the privilege of demanding tlie confulfhip in his ab- 
fduce ; sind of difcharging that office by any of his 



d by Google 



COMMQlSTWEAtTH OF ROME. 163 

friends. It -was frkewife ttipulatcd to kavc the fea 
open, and pay the people what corn was due out of Si- 
cily. Thu« a ge'ncral peace was concluded, to the 
great fatisfa£^ion of the people^ who cxpedled a ccffa- 
tion from a^ their ^alajnities. : 

This caln^feemed to continue for forne time : sAn- 
tbony ied his forces againil the Parthians, over whot?^ 
his lieutenant, Ventidius, l^d gained fome advantages. 
Auguftus driew the greateft part of his arrty into Gaul, 
where there w^rc foine difturbances ; and Ponif cy went 
to feciire his*newiy ceded province to his intereft. It 
was on this quarter that frefli motiye* '^ere given for 
renewing the war. Anthony, who wa« obliged by 
treaty to quit PelopbnYiefus, refufcd to ^vacnate it till 
Ponipey had fatisfied hiqa for fuch debts as were du« 
to him from the'inha1>ltants. This pompcy would by 
HO means comply with, but immediately fitted out a 
neW" fleet, and renewed his former enterprizcs, by cut* 
ting off fuoh corn and previficHis as wjsre configncd to 
Italy. Thus the grievances of .the poor were again *e- 
jiewed, and the people began to complain, that, inflead 
of three tyrants, they were now oppreffed by four. 

In this exigence,- Au^ftus, who bad long meditated 
the beft means of diminifhing the numBer, refolved t& 
begin by getting rid of Porapey, who kept the flate in 
continual alarm. ' He ?vas i^fter of two fleets; one 
,nMJd|lk he had caufed to be built at Ravenna, and ano- 
tAid^hich Menodorus, who revolted from Pompey, 
Ijrought to his aid. His firft attempt Was to invade 
Sicily ; but b^ing overpowered in his pafl'age by Pora- 
pey, and afterwards Chattered in a ftbrm, he was obli- 
ged to defer kis defignjs to the cnfuing year. During 
this interval, he- was reinforced by a noble fldet of one 
liundred and twenty (hips, given him by Anthony, with 
which he refolved once more to ipvade Sicily on three 
leveral quarters. But fortune feemed ftill determined 
to oppofe him. He v^s a fecond time difabled and 
Shattered by a ftorm, which fo raifed the vanity oi 
Pompey, that he began to ftyle himfelf thefon of Nep- 
tune. However, Auguftus Was not to be intimidated 
hy any dif^raccs ; for, having ihertly refitted hisnavf. 
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and recruited hts farces, he gave the coroipand of botk 
to Agrippa, his faithful friend and ^fljociate in v/^r* 
Agrippa proved himfelf worthy of the trvifi rcpofed ia 
him ; he begaa his operatioos by a vit^ory over Pom- 
pey ; and though be was (hortly alter wgrfted himfelf, 
he foon after gayefibis advcrfary a cbmpiete and final 
overthrow. Thus undone, Ponipey rejfclyed to fly to 
Anthony, from whom he ^cxpe£led refuge, as he had 
formerly obliged that triumvir by giving proteftion tp 
his motHcr. However, a gleam of hone offering, he 
tried once more; at the. head of a fmalf body of niea^ 
to make himfelf independent, and even furprifcd An- 
thony;^ lieutf nants, who had been feat to atjcept of hif 
fubmiffioD, Neverthelcfs he was at laft abandoned by 
his foldiers, and delivered up to Titus, Anthony's lieur 
tenant, who fhortly after caufed him to be ijain, 

The death of tfiis general moVcd one very powerful 
•bftacle to«he ambition of Auguftus, and he. refolvcd 
to take the carliell opportunity to get rid of the reft of 
hi^ affociates. 

An offence foon after' this was ^rniftied by Lepidu% 
that ferved as a fufiicient pretext to Aug,uftus for dc*- 
priving him of his (hare, in xifi triumvirateV 8eing at 
the head of twenty- two legions, with a flrong body of 
cavalry, he idly fuppofcd j;hat Jiis prefcn^ power was 
more than an eqtiivalent.^o the populaiity of Auguftus, 
He therefore refolycd upon adding Sicily, wh(|||*|ii€ 
then was, to his provii>ce, preteiiding a right, gJSBnrr 
ing firft invaded it, Auguftus fent to expoftulate up- 
on thefe proceedings, but Lepidus fiercely laeplied,^-?^ 
<< That he was determined to have his feare in the ad- 
miniftration, and would no Idnger fubmit to let one a- 
lope polTefs all the authority.'* Auguftus was previ- 
oufly ioforaed of the difpofition of Lepidus's foldiers j 
for he had by his fecret intrigues and largefles, entire- 
ly attached them to himfelf. Wherefore, without fur? 
thcr delay, he, with great bolfcefs, went alone to the 
famp of Lepidus, and with no other affiftance than his 
private bounties, and th^ authority he had gained by 
his former viftorips, depofcd his rival. Lepidus wa« 
4«privcd of ajl bia former authority, and (>anilhed t^i 
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Circaeum, w4ieicc he continued the refl of his life, defpi- 
fed by his ^'iends) ^i^d to all a melanchdly object of 
dialled ambitioTi..,. 

There retrained now, but one obftaole to his ambi- 
tion, which was Ant^^ny, whom he rcfolvcd to remove, 
and for that purpofe began to render his oharafter as 
contemptible as he pofidbly could at Home. In fa£^» An- 
thony's conduct did not a little contribute to prompt* 
thie endeavors of his ambitious partner. He had march* 
ed againft the Parthians with a prodigious army, but 
was forced to return with the lofs of the fburth part of 
his forces, and all his baggage. However, Anthony 
feemed quite regardlcfs of contempt; alive only to 
pleafure, and totally drfregardiug the bufiuefs of the 
ilaeet he fpent whole days and nights in the com|>any 
of Cleopatra, who ftudied every art ''to increafc hj? 
paiilan,' and vary his entertainnjents. Few • women 
have bfien fo much celebrated for the art of pivifl^ no-' 
velty to pleafure, and niakyig. tr!fle« impbrtapt; ftill 
ingenious in filling tip the languid patSesr of fcnfiial de<* 
light with fome new ftroke of refinement^ flic was z% 
one timj^^^ygien, then jr Bacchanal, and fometimes an 
huntreffei- She invented a fociety called the Inimita- 
ble ; and thofc of the court who made the mofV- furap* 
tuous entertainments carried, away ttk prize. Not 
contented with, (haring in her company all the delighti 
which Egypt cou^-^ afford,. Anthony was refolved to 
enlarge his fphere' of luxury, by granting her many of • 
tbofe kingdomi which belonged to the Roman ejnpirc. 
lin gavef«hcr all Phasriicia, Celo Syria, and Cyprus, 
wft!fs:-a-g^eat part of Cilicia, Arabia, and Judca, gifts 
which be had no right to beftowy but which he pre- 
tended to%raat^hi imitation of Hercules. This com- 
plication of vice and folly at laft totaHy exafperate^ 
the Romans ; and Auguftus, willing to take thc^ ad- 
vantage^ of tb^ir rtfentmenty took care to e3«iggerat« 
HM his defeiSls. At length, when he found the jpeopU 
fuflficiently irritated againft him, he rtfolvcdto fend 
OAavia, who was then, at Rome, to Anthony, as iF 
witha view of reclaiming her hufband ; but* in fa<Sl, 
{o furnifh a fufficient pretext of declaring, war againft 
J^imj as he knew (he would be difmiiTed with 60Xitem^« 
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Anthony was now at the city of LeucopUs revelling 
«iritb his iniidious paramour, when he heHr4 that 0(fla« 
▼ia was at Athens upon her journey to viiit him. This 
was very unwelcome news as well to liim as Cleopatra^ 
whO} fearing th'e charms at' licr rival, endeavoured to 
convince Anthony of the ftrength of her paffiou-by her 
fighS) Uhguifhing looks, and w^ll feigned melancholy. 
H^ frequently caught h^r in tears, which Ihe fcrmed 
as if willing to l^ide, and often entreated her tq ^ell 
him the caufe, which ihe feeroed willii^ to fupprclJs. 
Thcfe artiAres, together with the ceafelefs flattery and- 
importanity of her creature.Sj prevailed fo much upoji 
Antbony^s wftaknefs, that he ..coinmanded 0£tavi% to 
return shOme without feeing her; and (lill moxe to cx- 
aipcratc the people of Rome, he refolved to repudiate 
her,^ and take Cleopatra as bis wife. He accordingly 
affembled the people of Alexandria in the pubtic theacre, 
wh^rc. was raifcd tin alcove of filver, undtr wtkich wer% 
jpla^edtwo thWA^i^ tif gold* one fX)r Umfelf, and the 
other for Cleopa tr a.^ The re he fea ted hw fe I f, drtft 
like Bacchus, while Cleopatra fat befide him cbat^ed 
in the ornaments and attribuKs of Ifts^jJieujTincipal 
deity of the Egyptians. On that occafion i^kclared 
jicr queen of all the" countries which he had-^lready be* 
flowed upon h^; while he aflbciated Caefario^ her fon 
})y Cafar, as her partner in the government. To the 
two children which he had by her jSj^fclf, be gave the 
title of king of kings, with ver^ ektenflve domi^jions ? 
and, t« crown his ahfiirdities, he^next fent a jminute 
account of his proceedings to the two con ful#^ Hois e. 

In the mean time, Auguftus had now a fu|Bi*«i^'pfe. 
text for declaring war, and informed tli^fegatc of his 
intentions. However, he deferred the eseg^cJ^ioaof hia 
defign for a while, being then employed in quelling an 
infurre£t»on of the, Illyrians. The following year was 
Cliie fly tike n up in preparations againft Anthony, who, 
perceiving his defign, remonWated to the fenate that" 
lie had many caufes. of complaist againA his colleague, 
who had felled upon Sicily without affording him a 
Oiare : alledging that lie had alfo difpoffcffed Lepidus, 
and kept to himfelf the province he bad commanded.; 
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and that fie ha4 divided all Italy- among hw own fol- 
dicrs, leaving nothing to recompcHce thofe in Afia«->U 
To this complaint Auguftus was contented to D)akc a 
farcaftic aufwcr, implying, that it was abfurd to com* 
plain of hisdidribution of a few triiiing diflridls in Italf^ 
when, Anthony having conquered Parthia, be might '^ 
novf, reward His foldiers with cities and provinces. This 
farcafm provoked him to fend his army without inter- 
jniflioii into Europe to meet ^uguftusj while be and 
Cleopatra foH owed to* Samos, in order to prepare for 
carrying'on the war with vigour. When arrived there 
it was rjdiculoiJs enough to behold' the odd mixture of 
preparations fdr pleafure and for war« On one (ide, all 
the kings and prioces from.Egypt to the Euxine fca, 
had prders to fend him fupplies both of men^ provifions, 
and arms ; on the other fide, all the comedians, danc^rs^ 
bufibons, and muficians of Greece, were ordered to at^ 
tend bim# 

This delay at «iSam6s, and afterwards at Athens^ 
vihcTt he carried Cleopatra to receive new honourst 
was 'extremely favburable to the arms of Auguftus, 
who was tt firft fcarcely in adifpofition to oppofe him 
had he gone into Italy ; bu^ he foon found time to pUt 
kfTnfelf in a condition for carrying on the war, and ^ 
ftiortly after declared it again ft him in 01^ t At lengtk 
both fides found themfelves in readinefs to begin the 
war,, and their armies were anfwerable to the empire 
they contended for. - The one was followeld by all the 
forces of the Eaft ; the other drew all the ftrength ©f 
the^WeA to fapport his pretenfions. Anthony's force 
compofedii body of an hundred thoufand foot and 
twelve thqiifiind horfc, while his fleet amounted to five 
hundred fhip?of war. The army of Augudus muftercd 
but eighty thoufand foof, but equalled his • advcrfary 
in the number of cavalry : -his fleet was but half as nu- 
merous as Anthony's ; however, bis fhips we*e better 
built, and manned lyith better foldiers. 

The great dccifive engagement, which was a naval 
•ne, was fought near Adlium, a city of Epirus at the 
entrance of the gulph of Ambracia. Anthony ranged 
kw (hips before the mouth of the gulpb^ and AuguiliM 
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drew tip his fleet in oppofition. Neither ginttil afr 
fuiDcd any fixed ftation to command in, but went about 
frotn (hip to *Jhipi Wherever his ptcfencc wa* necelTary. 
In the mean time, the two land armies^ on op'poiite 
fides of the igulph, were drawn up, only fcs fpe^latofi 
of the cnga^mcht, and encouraged the fleets by their 
Ibouts to engage. The battle began on bt)1?h fides with 
great ardour'; and aftttr a manner not praftifed on for* 
iner occafiohs. The prqps of their vcffds were ginned 
with brazen points, and with thefe they drove furioufly 
ftgainft each other. They fought for fome time with 
greit fury ; nor was there any aedvaivtage on either fide, 
Except St fmall appearance of diforder in the centre of 
Anthony's fleet. But all of a fuddeti Cleopatra dctci'- 
mined the fortune of the day.^ Shcwas ^tcn %tng 
from the engagenient, ;aftended by fixty fail, ftruck per- 
haps with the terrors witurialto her fcx : butVbat in- 
creafed the general amazement was, to behoH Anthony 
lilmfelf following foon after, leavtng his fleet at the 
mercy of the conquerors ; and the army at latid foon 
ifter followed their example. 

When Cleopatra fled, Anthony purfued her in a five 
dared galley, and, coming along fide of her (hip, en- 
tercdit witboat feeing, or being feen by her. She vf^aa 
in the ftcrn, ^j^d he went to the prow'J. where he re- 
jftiaincd for fome time filent, holdnig his head ^etween 
his hands. ' In this mangier he continued three whole 
days, during which, either through indignation or 
Aame, he neither faw nor fpoke to Cleq>atra, At laft, 
when they were arrived a^ thp jH'dmoiiJ:pry of Ten|trus^ 
the queen's female attendants ' reconciled "khem/ and 
«vcry thing went on as before. Still, hb^*^er, he had 
ihe confolation to fuppofe his army conmiucd faithful 
to him, and accordingly dii|)atched orders to his lieu- 
tenant Ganidius tp condudl it into Afia. However, he 
was foon undeceived when he arrived in Africa, where 
lie was informed of their fubmifiion to his -rival. This 
account fo tranfported Inm with rage, that he was hard- 
ly prevented from killing himfelf ; but at length, at 
the entreaty of his friends, he returned to Alexandria/ 
Clcopatm, howcfV'cr, fccm^d to «eum that fortitude in 
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her mlsfottuncs whichr had uct^ly abandoned her ad- 
mirer. Having amaiTed -coniiderable riches, by means 
of confifcation, and other a6ts of violence, Hit formed 
a very fingular aod unheard of projedl : this was to ton- 
Tcy her whole fleet over the idhmus.of Suez into the 
Red Sea, and thereby fave herfclf in another rogioi^ 
beyond the reach of Rome, with all her treafures.— • 
Some of her veffels were a^lualJy tranfported tHitber, 
puffuant to her orders; but the 'Arabians having burnt 
theni| and Anthony diiTuading herefrom 4hedeiign, fhe 
il^bandoiied it for the more improbable fcheme of de- 
fending Egypt againfl the conqueror. She omitted 
nothing in her power to. put this advice in pra€iice, and 
li^de all kinds of preparations for war, at lead hoping 
thereby to obtain better terms from Auguftus. In fa€t, 
Jhe always had loved Anthony*s fortunes rather than 
hisperfon ; and if flie could have fallen upon any me- 
thod <jf faving herfclf, though even at his cxpence, 
there is no doubt but (lie would have embra^fcd it with 
^ladnefd. She even ftill had fome hopes from the pow- 
er of her charms, though fhe was arrived alrooft at the 
age of forty, and was defirous of trying upon Auguftus 
thofe arts which had been fo fucccfsful with the great- 
^ft metj. of Rome. Thus, in three embaffies, which 
were feht one lifter another fVom Anjfcony to Auguftut 
in Afia, the queen had always her fccret agents charg- 
r'd with particular propofals in her name. Anthony 
' xleiircd no more- thau that'his life might be fpared, and 
to have the liberty of paffing the remainder of hisdayt 
iitobfcurity. To_thofe propofals Auguftus made no 
reply. Cleopatra fent him alfo public propofals in fa- 
vour of hw* children ; but at the fame time privately 
rcfigned him her crown, with all theenfigns of royalty. 
To the queen's pi\blic propofal no anfwer was given 1 
to her private offer he replied, by giving her affurances 
of his favour in cafe ftve fent away Anthony, or put 
him to death. Thefe negociations were not io private 
but they came to the knowledge of Anthony, whofe 
jealoufy and rage every occurrence now contributed to 
heighten. He built a fmall folitary houfc upon a mole 
i^ the fea> aod there fhut himfelf upi a prey to M 
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thofc pajHions that are the tornfcntors of uirfucccfslul 
tyranny. There he paffed his time, fliunning a]I cora- 
mcj^ with mankind, and profefling to imitate Timon 
the man hatcn * However, his furious jealoufy drove 
him even from his retreat intafociety ; forbearing that 
Cleopatra had many fecrct conferences with one Thyr- 
fus, an emiffary from Auguftus, he feized upon him", 
and having ordcred.him to be cruelly fcourged, he fcnt 
him back to his patron* At the fame time he fentlet* 
ters'by him, importing that he had chaflifed Thyrfui 
for infulting a man ia misfortune ; but withal he gave 
Auguftus permiffion to avenge himfelf, by fcourging 
Hiparchus,, Anthony's freed roan, in the fame manner. 
The revenge in this cafe would have bfcen highly pl^»- 
fing to Anthony, as Hiparcbus had left him to join the 
fortunes of his more fuccefsful rival. 

Meanwhile, the operations of the waV were cat:rtei 
Yigoroufly forward, and Egypt foon after became again 
the ti'.citi% of the contending armies of Rome. Gal- 
lus, the lieutenant of Auguftus, . took Paretonium, . 
which opened the whole country to his incurfipns. On 
the other fide, Anthony, who had (HH confiderablc forces 
by fea and land, wanted to take that important place 
from the enemy. He therefore marched towards it, 
flattering himfelf,th;it, as foon as he ftioul4 fhewhim- 
fel£ to the legions which he had once comnundcd, the« 
affeftion ^or their ancient general would rfevive; He 
approached therefore, and exhorted, them to remember 
their former vows of fidelity, tiallus, however, or- 
dered all the trumpets to found in order to hinder An- 
' thony from being heard, fo that he was obliged to re- 
tire. ^ ^■ 

Auguftus hlmfelf was in the mean time advancing 
with another army before Pelufium, which, by its ftrong 
lituation, might have retarded his progrefs for fome 
time. But the governor of the city, either wanting 
courage to defend it, or previoufly inft^rudted by Cleo- 
patra to give it up, permitted him to take pofTeffion of 
tlie place ; fo that Augufttis had now no obftacle in hi« 
way to Alexandria, whither he marched with all ex^ 
Ijiedition. Anthony, upon his ar^Wal fallicd out to o^ 
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f»ofe him^ fighting with great defpei^ti on, ancl.putting 
the enemy's cavalry to fiight. This flight advantage 
D^ce more revived his decljning hopes j and, being Jia- 
turally vain, he re-entered 'Alexandria in triunjpflfp- 
Then going, all armed as he was, to the palace, >« 
embraced Cleopati a, and prefentcd her a foldier Vho 
had dxftinguiftied himfcif in the late engagement. The 
queen rewarded him very magnificently, pre fen ting 
him. with an head- piece and breaft. plate of gold. With 
thcfei howcveri tie foWicr went oflf the next night tp 
the other army, prudently refolving to fecurc his riches 
by. keeping on the ftrongeil lidc# Anthony could not 
li|ar this defedion witli|>uj frelh indignation ; he rcfol- 
ved therefore to make a bold expiring effort by fea and 
land, but previoufly offered to fight his adyerfary itt 
fingle combat. Auguflys too well knew the inequalt« 
ty of tbdr iituj^tiofli to coAply iviththi* forlorn ofifer 1 
tie only therefore tooUy replied, that Anthony bad 
ways enough to die.befide3.by fingle combat. 

llic day after, he pofted the few troops he bad re.* 
'inaining' upon a rifing ground near the city, from 
whence he fent orders to his gallies to engage the cnei 
my. There he waited to be a fpeftator of the combat ; 
and at firA he had the fatisfa^on to fee them advance 
in good order ; but his approbation was foon turned 
into rage, when he faw his fliips only faluting thofe of 
Augoi\as, and both fleets uniting together and failing 
back into the harbour. At the very fame time his ca** 
valry deferted him. He tried, however, to lead on his 
infantry, which were eafily vanquiOied, and he himfelf 
compelled to return into the town. His anger was 
now ungovernable. He could not help cryiag out a- 
loud as he pafl, that he was betrayed by Cleopatra, and 
delivered by her to thofe who, for her fake alone, were 
hrs enemies. In thefe fufpicions he was not deceived ; 
for it was by ft ere t orders from the queen that the fleet 
had paft over to the enemy. 

Cleopatra had, for a long while, dreaded the effcds 
of Anthony's jealoufy, and had fome time before pre* 
pared a method of obviating any fudden faliie3 it might 
produce. Near the temple of Ifis fiie had eredled a 
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building, which was fcemiDgly deiigncd for a fcpnlchr«'* 
Hither flic removed all her treafurcs and mdft valuable 
cffi^Si cavering them over with torches, faggots,* and 
o^Kr combuftible matter* ThiJ fepulchre (he defigned 
to anfwer a double purpofe^ as well to fcreen her frofn 
the fudden refentroents of Anthony, as to^ake Au- 
guftus believe that flie would burn all her treafure«, in 
cafe he refufcd her proper terms of capitulation. Here 
therefore (he retired from Anthony's prcfent fury, (hut* 
ting the gates which were iortificd with bolts and ban 
of iron ; but in the mean time gave orders that a rt» 
port (hould be fpread of her death, which ne,ws fooa 
reached Anthony, and rccalipd*all his former love aHB 
tendernefs. This poor wretch was now a being, fub* 
je<Sl to the goft of every paffion, and each* of them in 
extreme. He now lamented her death with the fai^c 
viokncchs hsdb a t4i fwy. minutes before fecmcd to 
dc fire it, <* Wretched man/' cried he tp^himfelfs 
" what is there now wortii living for, fince all that 
could footh or foften my cares is departed ? O Cleop.a- ' 
tra," continued he, being got to hiis chamber^ "our 
" feparation does not fo much affii^ me, as the dif-' 
•' grace I fufFer in permitting a woman to inftruck me 
'* in the ways of dying.' * He called one of bis freed 
men, named. Eros, whom be had engaged by oath to 
kill him, whenever fortune ftiould drive him to this laft 
refource. Eros being commanded to perform his pro- 
mife, this faithful follower drew the fword as if going 
to execute his orders ; but turning his face, plunged 
it into liis own bofom, and died at his mafter'S feet.— 
Anthony for a while bung over his faithful ferVant, 
and commending his fidelity, took up the fword, with 
which, ftabbing himfelf in the belly, he fell backward 
upon a little couch. Though the wound was mortal, 
yet the blood, (topping, he recovered his fpirits, and 
carneflly conjured thofe who were come into the room 
to put an end to his life ; but they all fled, being fei- 
sfed with fright and horror. He therefore continued 
in this manner for fome time, ftill crying out and wri-. 
thing*with pain, till he was informed by one^f the 
queen's fecretaries that bis miftrefa was ftill alive. H« 
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then eameftly defircct to be carried t(i the, place -lyhcre 

(he was. They accordingly brought him tp the gate 

bC the fispulchrc ; but Cleopatra, who would - not p©f* 

mit it to be ppeued, appeared at the window, and threw 

down cords, with which*, with fome difficulty, they 

* pulled, him up. 'Fhey gently laid bim on a couc?i,r 

where ihc.ga-vc way *o he¥ forrow, tearing her-clothes, 

beating her breaft, and kiffing the wound of which he 

wa&.dying. Anthony entreated her to moderate the 

tranfpbrts of her grief, aiked for wine, and exhoTtin^g 

her not to lament for his misfortunes, b^t to congrai- 

tujate him upon bis former fe-llcity, to confifder him as 

pnc who had> lived the mod powerful of men, and at 

laft died by the hand of a Roman, Jufl as he had done 

fpeaking he expired, and Pfoculus made his appearance 

by command of Augufhis, who had been informed of 

Anthony's defperate cohduft. tft was fcnt to try all 

means of getting Cleopatra into his power- Auguftu* 

havinjg a double ipotive for hia folicitudc on this occa?. 

iion ; one, to pre^^ent her deftrpying the treafures 

(he had taken with her into the tomb: the other, to 

prcfej^ve her perfoa as an ornament to grace bis trir 

umph. Cleopatra, however, was upon her guard, and 

would not confer with Proculus except through the 

gate, which was very well fe^ured.. In the mean time, 

Gallus,^ one of Augultus's foldicrs, entered with two 

tnore by the window at which Anthony had been drawn 

up ; upon which Cleopatra;, perceiving what happened, 

drew a poignard, and attempted to fts^b herfelf, but 

was preventcdn 

Auguftus was extremely'pleafed at finding her in his 
power : he fent Epaphroditus to bring her to his palace, 
and to watch her with the utmofl: circumfpeftion. He 
was like wife ordered to ufe her in every refpedi with 
that deference and fubmifHon which, were due to her 
rai^k, and to do every thing in his power to render hef 
captivity agreeable. She was permitted to have the 
honour of granting Anthony the rites of burial, and 
furnifhed with every thing £he dcfired that was be* 
coming his digqity to receive, or her love to offer,-^^ 
Yet dill {be }angui(hed 4inder her i^ew confiaemeot : 
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her exccffivc forfaw, her marty loffcs, and th« blows 
file had given her bofom, jn^oduccd a fever, v^hich tlie 
fcemed ^ilUDg to increafe. She refolyed to abBain 
from taking. any nourifliment, under the pretence of a 
regimen neccffary for her diforder ; biit Augnftus, bc- 
"ing made acqiiainted with the real inotivc by hcp phy- 
fician, began to threaten her with regard to her chil- 
dren in cafe fhe perriilcd. 

In the mean time, Augnftus made hi^cntty into A- 
lexsndria, taking care to- mitigate the fears of the in- 
habitants, by converiing familiarly as he went along 
with Areus, a philofophtr, and a native of the place, 
Tlte^citizens, however, trembled at his approach; and 
when he placed himfelf upon the tribunal, they pro^ 
ftrated therofelves with their faces to the ground belbrc 
him, like criminals ,who waited the feTpitence of tbe» 
execution. Auguftus prefently ordered them to rife, 
telling them that three motives induced him to pardon 
them* His refped for Alexander, who was the founds 
er of their city;, his admiration ofits beauty ; and his 
friendfliip for Arcus, their fellow* citizen, Two^nly 
of particular Hotc were put to death upon this occafion ; 
Anthony's eldeft fon Antyllus, and C^tfario, the fon of 
Julius Caefar, both betrayed into his hands by their rc- 
.fpedl[ive -tutors, who themfelves fuffered for their per- 
fidy {hortly after. As for the reft of Cleopatrra's chilf 
dren, he treated them with great gentlenefs, leaving 
them to the care of thofe who were entrufted with tfieir 
education, who had orders to provide them with every 
thing fuitable to their birth. As for her, when Ihe wa^ 
recovered from her late indifpofition, he came to vifit 
her in perfon ; fhe received him lying on a coach in ^ 
carelefs fnanner ; and, upon his entering the apartment, 
rofe up to proftrate hei-felf before hhn. She was dreft 
in nothing but a loofe robe, Her roisfortmies had 
given an air of feverity to her features, lier haip was 
difhevelled, her voice trembling, her complexion pale, 
and her eyes red with weeping ; yet ftill her natural 
beauty feemed to gleam through the diftrefles that fur- 
rounded her; and the graces of her motion, and the 
alluring' foftncfe of her looks, ftill bore teftimony to the 
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former pawer of her charms* Auguftus raifcd her with 
his ufual compUifance, and defiring her to„ fit, placed 
himfclf befide her. Cleopatra had been prepared for 
this interview J and made ufe of every method fbe could 
think of to propitiate the cbnqiieror. Slie tried apolo- 
gies, entreaties, and allurements, to obtain hisfavour^ 
and foften his refentment. She begin by attempting 
to juftiiy ber conduA ; but when her art and Ikill fail-, 
cd againft mahifcft proofs, {he turned her defence into 
fuppli cations. She talked of Cxfar's humanity to tbofe 
in diftrefe ; flie read foroe of bis letters to her, full of 
tendernefs, and enlarged upon the long intimacy that 
had paffed between them- *' But of what fefvice,*^ 
cried (he, "arc now all his benefits to me ! Why could 
** I not die v^i^th him ! Yet he ftill lives ; methinks I 
** fee him ftill before me ; he revives- in you." Au- 
guftus was. no ftranger'to this method of addrefs ; but 
he remained firm againft all attacks, anrwering always 
■with a cold indifference, which obliged her to give her 
attempts a different turn. She now addTcffed his ava- 
rice, prefentirig him with an inventory of her treafurca 
and jewels. This gave occafion to a very fingular 
fceiic,,i^hich (hews that the little decorums of breed- 
ing were then by no means fo carefully attended to as 
at prefent. One of her ftcwards having alledged that; 
the inventory was defective, and that (he had fecrcted 
parrt of her effects, (he fell into a violent pafilon, ftarted 
from her couch, and catching him by the hair, gave 
him feveral blows on the face. Auguftus fmiled at her 
indignation ; and leading her to the couch, defired her 
to be pacified. To this {he replied, that'flie could not 
bear being infulted in the prefence of one whom fhe fo 
highly efteemed. *« And fuppofing," cried flic, ',' that 
" I have fccreted a few trifles, am I to blame when 
" they are referved not for myfelf but for Xivia and 
«' Odtavia, wFiora I hope to make my interceffors with 
<* you V* This excufc, which intimated a defire of 
living, was not difagreeable to Auguftus, who politely 
affurcd her that ftie was at liberty to keep whatever (he 
had referved, and that in every thing (h^; ftiould be in- 
dulged to the height jof her expediations. He them 
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took leave and departed, imagining he had reconciled 
fter to life, and to the indignity of being flicwn in the 
intended triumph which he was preparing for his return 
to Rome : but in this he was deceived. Cleopatra all 
this time had kept a correfpondence with Dolabella, a 
young Roman of high birth in the camp of Augudu^, 
"who, perhaps from compaflion or ftronger molives, was 
intcrefted in her misfortunes : by him fhe was fecretly 
informed that Auguftus determined to fend her off in 
three days, together with her children to Rome, to 
grace his triumphant entry. She now therefore deter* 
mined upon dying; (he now threw 4icrfelf upon An- 
thony's coffin, bewailed her captivity, and renewed her 
proteftations not to furvive him. . Having bathed, and 
ordered a fumptuous banquet, (he attired herielf in the 
moft fpl«ndid manner. She then feafted as uCual, and 
foon after ordered all but her two attendants, Charmi- 
on and Iras> to leave the room* Then, having pre- 
viouldy ordered an afp to be fecretly conveyed to her 
in a bafket of fruit, (he fcnt a letter to Auguftus, in- 
forming him of her fatal purpofe, and deiiring to be 
buried in the fame tomb with 4^nthony« . AuguQus, 
upon receiving the letter, inftantly difpatched melTen- 
gers to ftop her intentions, but they arrived too late. 
Upon entering the chamber, they beheld Cleopatra 
lying dead upon a gilded couch arrayed in her royal 
robes. Near her Iras, one of her faithful attendants, 
was (Iretched lifelefs at the feet of her miftrefs ; and 
Charmion herfelf, almoft expiring, was fettling the di- 
adem upon Cleopatra's head* ^* Alas I'* cried one of 
t^be melTengers, " was this well done, Charmion ?"— . 
♦^ Yes," replied ihe, <f it is well done ; fucli a death 
*' becomes a glorious queen, defcended from a" race of 
<' noble anceiVors." On pronouncing thefe words, (be 
U]l dowa and died with her much loved miftrefs. 
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CHAP. XXII. 

From ibe beginning of the reign of Augustus^ to tht 
death of Domitian tb^last sf the itoehe Casars. 

JD Y the death of Anthony, Auguflus was now be- 
come m after of the Roman empire. He foon after re* 
turned to Rome in triumph, where, by fumptuous feafls 
and magnificent fhows, be began to pblite*»tcrTlie im* 
preflionr of his former cruelty^ aTi4 from thenceforward 
re£V>lved to fecure, 'by his clemency, a throne, the 
fdurfdations of which were laid in blood. He was now 
at the head of the moil extcnfive empire that mankind 
had ever concurred in obeying. The former fpirit of 
the Romans, and thofc chAradteriftic marks that diftin- 
guilbed them from others, were totally loft. The city 
was now inhabited by. a concourfe from all the coun- 
tries <of the world, and b^kng confequently divefted of 
all juft patriotic principles, perhaps a. monarchy was 
tbe beft form of government that could be found to 
unite its members. However, it was very remarkable 
that, during thefe long contentions among themfclves, 
and thefe horrid dcvaftations by civil war, the ftatc 
was daily growing more formidable and powerful, and 
completed the deftrudlion of all the kings who prcfu- 
mcd to opjjofe it. 

His fiicft care was' to affure himfelf of the friends of 
Anthony ; to which end he publicly reported that h« 
had burnt all Anthony's letters and papers without 
reading ; convinced that, while any thought themfdvet 
fufpe£^ed, they would be fearful of even pfifecing him 
their friendlhip. 

As he had gained th« kingdom by his army, fo alfo 
he rcfolvcd to govern it by the fen ate. This body 
though greatly fallen from their ancient fplendour, he 
knew to be the beft ordered, and moft capable of wif- 
dora and juftice. To thefe therefore he gave the chief 
power in the adminiftration of his government, while 
ke ftill kept the people and the army ftedfaft to him by 
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donatives and a£ts of favour. By thefe means all tli© 
odium of jufticc fcil upon the fcnate, and all the po- 
pularity of pardon was folcly his own. Thus reftorin^ 
to the fenate their ancient fplendoiir, and difcounte- 
na'ncing alLcorruption, he pretended to referve to him- 
fcjlf a very moderate ftiarc of authoritjr -which none 
could rcfufc him ; namely, an ^bfolutc ptiwer to com- 
pel all ranks of the ftate to do their duty. This in faft 
was refcrving abfolute dominion in his own hands: but 
the .mifguidcd people began to look iipoti hi s modera- 
tion ^Ith^^rfWfdihment ; they conlidered themfelves as 
rcftored to their former trce«[nms except in the cap^jci- 
ty of promoting fedition ; and the fenateTiippofcdth«ir 
power re-ejlablifhed in all things but their tendenc}^ to 
injuftice. It was even faid that the Romans, by fuch 
a government, loft nothing of the happinefs that liber- 
ty could produce, and were exempt from all the mis- 
fortunes it could occafioo. This observation might 
have fome truth under fuch a monarch as Auguftus now 
feemt'd to be ; but they wer« taught to change their 
fentinients under his fucccflbrsj when they found them- 
felves afflifted with all the ponifhment that tyratiny 
could inflict, or fedition make neceffary* 

After having cftabliflicd this admir^^le order, Au- 
guftus found himfdf agitated by different inclinations, 
and confidered a long time whether he fhould keep the 
empire or reftore the people to their ancient liberty.— 
But he adopted the advice of Mxcenas, who defircd 
him to continue in power, and was afterwards fwaycd 
by him not only in this inftance but on every other oc- 
cafion. By the inftr unions of that minifter, he became 
gentle, affable, and humane. By his advice it was, 
that he encouraged men of learnings and gave thena 
much of his time and his friendftiip. They in their 
turn relieved his nioft anxious hoUrs, and circulated his 
praife through the empire. 

Thus having given peace and happinefs to the empire, 
and being convinced of the attachment of all the orders 
of the ftate to his perfon, he refolved upon imprefling 
the people with an idea of his magnanimity aHb. This 
iras nothing lefs than making a (hew, of refigning his 
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authority; wh<trefore, having previoufly inftna£ted his 
creatures in the feuate how to z&^ he addrcffed them 
in a ftudicd fpeech, importing the difficulty of govern- 
ing fe cxtenfive an empire j a taik which, hVfaid, none 
but the ipimortal gods were equal to. He modcAIy 
urged hi« qwii inability, though iinpcllcd by every mo- 
tive to undertake it : and then, with a degree of feem- 
ing gcncrofity, freely gave up all that power, which, 
as he obfcrved, his aims had gained, and the fenatc 
had confirmed. This power he repeatedly offered to 
reftore, giving them to underftand that the true fpirit 
of the Romans was not loft in bim. This fpeech ope- 
rated upon the fenate varibufly, as they were more or 
lefs in the fecret ; many believed the fincerity of his 
profeflions, and therefore regarded his conduA as an 
z6t of unequalled heroifm by any thing that had hither- 
to appeared in Rome; others, equally ignorant of his 
motives^ diftrufted his defigos. Some there were who, 
having greatly fuffered during the late popular com-^ 
motions, were fearful of having them renewed ; but 
the majority, who were cnti(;ely devoted to his intereftsj 
aiid Inftrui^ed by his minifters, frequently attempted t« 
interrupt him while fpeaking, and received his propo- 
fal with pretended indignation. Thefe uninimouily 
befought him not to refign the adminiftration ; but up- 
on his continuing to decline their requeft, they in a 
El an ner compelled him to comply. However, that his 
pcrfon, might be in greater fccurity, they immediately 
decreed the pay of hi^ guard to be doubled. On th«> 
other hand, that he nright feem to make fome conceit 
fions on his (ide, be permitted the fenate to govern the 
weak internal provinces of the empire, while the mod 
powerful provinces, and thofe that required the great- 
eft armies for their defence^ were taken entirely under 
his own command. Over thefe he. affuifled -the go-? 
vernment but for ten years, leaving the people ftill in 
hopes of regaining their ancient freedom, but at th« 
fame time laying his meafurcs fo wcU, that bis govern- 
ment was renewed every ten years to his death. 

This fhew of a refignation oaly ferved to confirm 
him in the empire and the hearU of the people* Kew 
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honours vcre heaped upon him. He was then fiiH 
ealled Auguftus> a name I have hitherto ufed as that 
by which he is beil known in hiftory. A laurel was 
ordered to be planted at his gates. His houfc was 
called the palace, to diftinguifii it from that of ordinary 
citizens. He was confirmed in the title of father of 
his country, and his perfon declared facred -and invio- 
lable. In ihort, flattciy. feemed on the rack to find out 
new modes of pleafing him ; but though he defpifed 
the arts of the fenate, he permitted their homage, well 
knowing that amoflg mankind titles produce a refpedt 
vhich enforces authority. 

Upon entering into his. tenth confulfhif, the fen ate 
by. oath approved of all his ac^s, andfct him wholly a- 
bove the power of the laws. They ibme time after of- 
fered to fwear to not only all the laws he made, but 
fuch as he fhould make for the future. It was then 
cuftomary with fathers upon their death bed to com* 
wand their children to carry oblations to the capitol, 
with this infcription, that at the day of their death 
they left Auguftus in healths It was derermincd that 
Ho nian! (hould be put to death on fuch days as the em- 
peror entered the city. Upon a dearth of proviCon^, 
the people in a body entreated him to accept of the 
didiatorfhip : but, though he undertook to be procura- 
tor of the protiftons, he would by no means accept of 
the title of dictator, which had been aboUIhed by. a 
law made when Anthony was xonful. 
' This accumulation of titles and employments did not 
in the lead dim iniHi his afliduity in filling the^duties of 
each.^ Several very whojefome edi<*ls were paffed by 
his command, tending to fupprefs corruption in the 
fenate, and licentioufnefs in the people. He ordained 
that none fhould exhibit a- Ihew of ^gladiators without 
©rders from the fenate, and then no oftencr than twice 
a year ; nor with more than an hundred and twenty at 
a time. This law was extremely neceffary at fo cor- 
rupt a period of the empire ; when whole armies of 
thefc unfortunate men were brought at once upon the 
ftage, and compelled to fight, often till half of them 
.-Wire flain. It had beem uiiial alfo with the knighia^ 
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»nd forac><^omen of the firft diftin£tion, to exhibit them- 
felves as dancers upon the theatre, he ordered that not 
only they, but their children and grand children, fliould 
ht reftraincd from fuch excrcifct for the future. He 
fined many that had refufcd to marry at a certain age, 
and rewarded fuch as had many children. He ordain- 
ed that virgins fliould not be married till twelve ycart 
of age, and permitted any perfon to kill an'adulterer 
taken in the a^. He enaded that the fenators ftiould 
be always held in great reverence, adding to their au- 
thority what.hc had taken from their power. He made 
a law that no man (hould have the freedom of the city 
without a previous examination into his merit and cha- 
raflee. He appointed new rules and limits to the ma- 
nismilTion of flavcs, and was himfelf very flri£k in the 
obfervance of them. With regard to players, of whcm 
he was very fond, he fevercly examined their morals, 
not allowing the leaft licentioufnefs in their lives, iior 
indecency in their adibos. Though ht encouraged the 
athletic cxercifer, yet he would not permit women X9 
be prefent at them, holding it unbecoming the modcfty 
of the ft X to be fpedators of thefe fports which were 
performed by naked men. In order to prevent bribery 
in fuing for offices, he took confiderable iums of money 
from the candidates by way of pledge ; and if any in- 
direft pradlices were proved againft them they were 
obliged to forfeit all. Slaves had been hitherto difal- 
lowed to confefslany thing againft their own mafter; 
but he aboliflied thfr praAice, and firft fold the flave to 
iWiother, which, altering the property, his examination 
became free. Thefe, and many other laws, all tend- 
ing to reform vice, or deter from crimes, gave th« 
manners of the people. another complexion ; fo that the 
rough character of the' Roman was now foftened into 
that of the refined citixciu 

Indeed his own exampfc a good deal tended to hi- 
xianize hta fellow-citizehs; for beings placed above all 
equality he had nothing to fgar from condefcenfion ; 
wherefore he was familiar with all, and fuffered him- 
fclf to be reprimanded with the moft patient humility. 
Though he was, by the fingle aiUhorify of his ftttios^ 
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capable of condemning or acquitting whomfocvcr be 
thought proper, yet he gave laws their proper courfe^ 
and even fometimes pleaded for thofe he defired to 
protcft. Tljus Primus, the governor of Macedonia^ 
having a day afl^gned him £or having made war upon 
the Odrifii,- a neighbouring (late, as he faid, by th6- 
cotnmand of Auguftus, the latter denied the charge— r' 
'Upon which the advocate for Primus dejfired to know, 
with an infolent air, what brought Auguftus into coun^ 
or who had fcnt for. him ? To this the emperor f^ib- 
miflively replied, •' The comraoli wealth ;" an anfwer 
which greatly pleafcd the people. Ujpon another occa- 
fion, one of his veteran foidiers entreated his prote^ 
tion in a certain caufe ', but Augudus taking lit^e no- 
tice of his requeft, defired him to apply to an advocate. 
" Ah,", replied the foldier, ^ it was not by proxy that 
" I ferved you at the battle of A^ium.*' This reply 
^leafed Auguflus fo much, that he pleaded hi» caufe ia 
pcrfon, and gained it for him. #He was extremely af- 
fable, and returned the falutations of the nieftneft per- 
fons. One day a perfon prefented him a petition, but 
with fo muoh awe that Augudus was difpleafed with 
his Tieanneffi "What, friend," crie4 he, "you fcem 
« as if you were offering fomethingto an elcjphant, and 
" not to a man ; be bolder." Oife day as he was fit- 
ting on the tribunal in judgment, .Mxcenasj'^perceiv- 
ing by his temper that. h6 was inclined to be feycre^ 
attempted to fpcak to him: but not being able to get 
up to the tribunal for the crowd, ht threw a paper into 
bis lap, on which was written " arife executioner."—^ 
Auguftus read it without any difpjeafure, and immc- 
diatcly rifing, pardoned thofe whom be was4ifpofed to 
condemn. But what moft of all fhewed a total altera- 
tion in his difpofi tion, was his tfeatmtnt of Coraelius 
Cinna, Pompey's grandfon. Tlii? nobleman had enter- 
ed into a very dangerous confpicacy againft him ; hut 
the plot ^as difcovcred before it was ripe for execu- 
tion. Auguftus for fomc time debated "^ith himfelf 
how to a^ ; but at laft his clemency prcTailed; he- 
therefore fent for thofe who were guilty, and after re- 
primaadinf thexa difm^cd fibcm alU But he watt«r 
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folved to*mortify Cinna by the greatnefs of his genero- 
fity ; for addreffing him in particular, " Ihave twice," 
fays h€> "gWcn you your kfe, ffrft as an enemy, novr 
** as a confpirator ; I now give you the ccnfulfhip ; let 
" us therefore be friends for the future ; and let us 
« only contend in fhewing whether my confidence or 
'< your fidelity (Irall be vidlorious," This generollty, 
'which the emperor very happily timed,, had fo good au 
ciFedi, that from that inftant all confpiracics ceafed 
againft him. 

In the pradtice of fuch virtues as thefe he paffed a 
long reign of above forty years, in which the happincfi 
of the people feeiiied to confpire with his own, not but 
that there were wars in the diftant provinces of the 
empire during almoft the whole reign, but they wcrt 
rather the quelling of infurrcdlions than the extending 
of dominions ; for he had made it a rule to carry on 
no operations, in which ambition, and not the fafety 
of the ftate, was concerned. In fadl he feemed the 
firft Roman who aimed at gaining a charades by the 
arts of peace alone, and who obtained the affeiSiions of 
the foldiers without any military talents of his own.-— 
Nevertht hfs the Roman arms under his lieutenants 
were crowned with fuccefs. The Cantabrians in Spain 
who had revolted were more than once quelled by Ti- 
berius, his ftep-fon ; Agrippn, his fon-in-law, and jEli- 
os Lama, who followed them to their inacceffible moun- 
tains, there blocked them up, and compelled them by 
famine to furrender at difcretion. The Gernrans alfo 
gave fome uneafinefs by their repeated incurfions into 
the territories of Gftul but were repreffed by Lollius. 
The Rhetians were conquered by Drufus, the brother 
of Tiberius. The Befii and Sialatx, barbarous nations, 
making ah irruption into Thrace, were overthrown by 
Pifo, governor of Pamphylia, who gained triumphal 
honours. The Dacians were repreffed with more than 
one defeat: the Armenians alfo were brought into due 
fubjedlion by Caius, his grandfon. The Getulians in 
Africa took up arms ; but were fubdued by the conful 
Caius Coffus, who thence received the furname of Ge- 
tulicus. A dangerous war alfq was carried on againik 
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the Dalamatians and Pannontans, who, having ac^urred 
gre»t ftrength by the continuance of a long peace, ga- 
thered an army of tw^ hundred thoufand foot and nine 
thoufand horfe, threatening Rome itfelf with dcftruc- 
. tioB. Levies were therefore made in Italy with the 
utmoll expedition ; the veteran troops were recalled 
from all parts, and Augriftus'wcnt to Armipium for 
the greater convenience- of giving his dircdlions. And 
indeed, though perfonal valour was by.no means his 
ihining ornament, yet no man could give wtfcr orders 
upon every emergency, or go with greater dlfpatch into 
all parts of his dominions than he. This war continued 
near three years, being principally managed by Tibe- 
rius and Germanlcus ; .the latter of whom gained re- 
putation againft thefc fierce and barbarous multitudes. 
Upon their red u ill on, Bato, their leader, being funi- 
moned before the tribunal of Tiberius, and being de- 
manded how he could offer to revolt againft the power 
of Rome, the bold barbarian replied, *' That the Ro- 
" mans, and not he, were the aggreffors ; fince they 
" had fent, inftead of dogs and fliephcrds tb fccure their 
" flocks, only wolves and bears to devour them." But 
^j p the war, which was raoft fatal to the Roman 
interefts daring this reign, was that which was 
'^ * managed by Quintillius Varus. This general 
invading the territories of the Germans, was induced 
to follow the enemy among their forefts and marfhes 
with his army in.feparate bodies: there he was attack- 
ed by night, and entirely cut off, with his whole army. 
Thefe were the bcft and choiceft legions of the whole 
empire, either for valour, difcipline, or experience.—. 
The affliction from this defeat feemed to fink very deep 
upon the mind of Auguftus. He was often heard to 
cry out in a tone of anguifh, *' Quintillius Varus re- 
" ftore me my legions;" and fome hiftorians pretend 
to fay that he never after recovered the former fcrenity 
of his temper. 

But he' had fome uneafincfs of a dome ftic nature in 
his own family that contributed to diftrefs him : he 
had married- Livia, the wife of Tiberius Nero, by the 
•onfent of her huiband, at a time (ht was fix months 
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gone with child. This was an imperious woman, and, 
confcious of being beloved, ibe controUed him ever af- 
ter at her plealure. She had two fons by her former 
hufband, Tiberius the elder, whom fhe greatly loved ; 
and Drufus, who was born three months after ftie had 
been married t© Auguftus, and who was thought to be 
his own fon. -The eldefl of thcfe, Tiberius, whom he 
afterwards adopted, and who fucceeded him in the em- 
pire, was a good general, but of a fufpicious and ob- 
flinate temper ; fo that though he was ferviceable to 
AuguilCis in his foreign wars, yet he gave him but lit- 
tlc- quiet at hom^. He was at laft obliged to go into 
exile for five years to the iflaud of Rhodes, where he 
chiefly fperit his time in a retired manner, converfing 
with the Greeks, and addicting himfelf to literature ; 
of which however he made afterwards but a bad ufe.— 
Drufus, the fon of Li via, died in his return from an 
expedition againfl the Germans, leaving AuguHus in- 
confolable for his lofs. But his greateft affli<£tion was 
the condu6t of his daughter Julia, whom he had by 
Scribonfa, his former wife. This woman he married 
to his general Agrippa, and after his death to Tiberi- 
us, fet no bounds to her lewdnefs. Not contented 
with enjoying her pleafures, fhe feemed alio earneft in 
procuring the infamy of her proftitutions. Auguftus 
for a Jong time would not believe the accounts he. dai- 
ly heard of her condu<fl, but at lafl could not help ob- 
fei^ing them. He found Ihe was arrived at that excefs 
of wantonnefs and prodigality that Jhe 'had her nodlur- 
nal appointments in the moil public parts , of the city; 
the very court where her father prefided not being ex- 
empt fro^ her debaucheries. He at firft had thoughts 
of putting l}er to death ; but after fome confideration 
he banilhed her to Pandataria, forbidding her the ufc 
of wine, and all fueh delicacies, as could inflame her 
vicious inclinations: he ordered alfo that no perfoii 
fhould come near her without hJs.'own* permiflion, and 
fcnt her mother Scribonia with her to bear her com- 
pany. Afterwards, whenever any attempted to inter- 
cede for Julia, his anfwer was, "That fire and water 
^> ihould fooaer unite than he with hei.". When fomo 
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perfons one day were more than ufually Urgent wjtk 
him in her favaur, he was driven to fuch an cxtreniky 
of pailion as to wiQi that they might have fuch a daugb- 
ter. However, Ihe had two fons by Agrippa, named 
Caius and Lucius, from whom great expedlations were 
formed ; but they died when fcarcely xrrived at man's 
cflate ; Lucius about five years after his father at Mar- 
feilles, and Caius two years after^ Auguftus, having 
now, in a great raeafure^ furvivcd all his contempora- 
ries, at length, in the feventy-fomrth year of his. age, 
began to think of retiring from the fatigues of ftate, 
and in fome meafure of continuing Tiberius, his fon- 
in-law by Livia, his fucceffor in his ufual employments. 
He defired the fen ate to falute him no longer at the 
palace according to ciiflom ; nor to take it amifs, if, 
for the future, he could not converfe with them as for- 
merly. From that time Tiberius was joined in the 
Tj C S^^^^^^^^^ of ^^c province^ with him, and 
-766 * ^ny^^c^ with almoft the fame authority* How- 
' * ever, Auguftus could not entirely forfakc the 
adminiftration qf the ftate, which habit had mixed with 
bis fatisfadions ; he ftill continued a watchful guardi- 
an of its interefts, and {hewed himfelf to the laft a 
lovei^ pf his people. Finding it now therefore Ycry 
inconvenient to come to the fenate by i-eafon of his 
age,, he defired to have twenty- privy counlellors aflign- 
ed hira for a year ; and it was decreed, that whatever 
mcafures were refolved upon by them, together w^itK 
the confuls, they (hould have entirely the force of a 
law» He feemed in fome meafure apprehenfive of his 
approaching end, for he made his will, and delivered 
it to the veftal virgins. He then folemnizcd the cen- 
fus, or numbering the • people, whom he found to a- 
mount to four millions, one hundred and thirty-fevcn 
thoufand; which ihews Rome to be equal to four of 
-the greateft cities of modern times. While thefe ce- 
remonies were performing by a mighty concourfe of 
people in the Campus Martins, it is faid that an eagle 
flew round the eipperor feveral times, and dire€^ing its 
ftight to a neighbouring temple, perched over the name 
of Agrippa) which was by the augurs conceived t# 
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portend the death of the emperor. Shortly after, hay- 
ing accompanied Tiberius in his march into lllyria at 
far as BeneveiTtuni, he was there taken ill of a diarr- 
Ijoea. Returning therefore from thence, he came to 
Nola, n©ar Capua, and there finding himfclf d anger- 
oufly ill, he fent for Tiberius with the reft of his moft 
intimate friends and acquaintance. A few hours be- 
fore his death he <Jrdered a looking-glafs to be brought^ 
and his. hair to be adju fled with more than ufual care* 
He then addreffed his friends whom he beheld furround- 
jng his bed, and dcfired to know whether he had pro- 
perly played his part in life ; to which being anfwered 
in the affirmative, he cried out with his laft breath, 
•• then give me your applaufc ;** and thus, in the feven- 
ty-iixth year of his age, after reigning forty-one, he 
expired in the arms of Ltvia, bidding her remember 
their marriage and farewel. 

The death of the emperor when known caufed inex- 
preflible grief throughout the whole Roman empire ; 
it was even fuppofed that his wife Livia had fpme hand 
in haftening, it, willing to procure the' fucceffion more 
fpcedily for her fon. However this be, (he took care 
for fome time to keep it concealed, having guarded all 
the paffages to the palace; fotnetimes giving out that 
he recovered, and pretending a relapfe. At length, 
having fettjed the fucceffion to her mind, (he publiih- 
cd the emperor's death, and at the fame time the adop- 
tion of Tiberius to the empire. The emperor's fune- 
ral was performed with great magnificence. The fe^ 
nators being in their places, Tiberius, on whom the 
care was devolved, began a confolatory oration to 
them ; but fuddenly (lopped in the beginning of his 
(peech, as unable to rel train the violence of his forrow; 
and, inftead of continuing, gave his notes to Drufus, 
his fon, who read them to the fen ate. After this, one 
of the late emperor's freed men publicly read his will 
in the fenatc honfe, wherein he made Tiberius and Li- 
via his heirs ; and by tliat Livia was likewife adopted 
into the Julian family, and Honoured with the name of 
Augufta* Befidcs his will* four other writings of Wr 
R' . 
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were produced. . One, in wfaich be had ieftinftruflions 
concerning his funeral ; another, containing an enu- 
meration of his feveral exploits ; a thirds xompri- 
fiog an account of the provinces, forces, and revc- 
nnes of the empire f and a fourth^ a fchedule of direr- 
tions to Tiberius for governing the empire. Among 
thefe it ivas found to be his opinion, that no manj how 
great a favourite foever be might be, {hould be entruft- 
9d with too much authority, left it fhouM induce him 
to turn tyrant* Another maxim was, that none fhould 
deftre.to enlarge the empire which was alreadj' prefierv- 
#d with difficultyt Thus he fecmed ftudious of ferving 
bis country to the very laft, and the forrow of the peo. 
pie feemeo equal to his affiduity. It was decreed, that 
all the women ihould mourn for him a whole year.-^ 
Templea were ere^ed to hiro^ divine honours were al- 
lowed him; and one.Numerius Atticus, a fenator, 
filling to convert theadulationofthe times to his own 
benefit, received a large fum of money for f wearing 
that he faw him afcending into heaven ; fo that no 
doubt remained among the people concerning his dij. 
vinityt 

Such were the honours paii to Anguftns, "jvhofe pow- 
er began in the daughter, and terminated in the hap- 
pinefs of his fubje£ts ; fo that it was faid pf him— - 
*^That it had been good for mankind if )ie had never 
*' been born, or if he never had died." Jt is very pro- 
bable that the cruelties cxcrcifed in his triumvirate 
•were fu^crted hy his colleague?; or, perhaps, he 
thought, in the cafe of C^far's death, tjiat.reyenge wa? 
yirtucj Certain it is, tjbat thefe feverities ^cre in foinc 
jneafure neceffary to rellore public tranquility ; fpr, 
iihtil the RoQian fyirit was entirely eradicated, no mo- 
inarchy co^ld be fecurc. He gave the government. an 
air fuited to the difpo&;ion of the times ; he indulged 
his fubjeft* i» tlie pride of feeing the appearance of a 
fcpublic, whije he piade them really happy in the cf- 
ic^i^ of a moft abfolute monarchy, guided by the nioft 
epnfummate prudence. In this laft virtue he feems to 
If re ips^ceUed mo& manarci^^} and indeed^ could we 
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Teparate Odavius from Augufltts, he votild be one of 
the moft faultlefs princes in hiftory. 
J J p Tiberius was fifty-fix years old when he took 
!. upon him. the govcrnnicnt of the Roman cm- 

A ^j^* pire. He bad long lived in a profound ftatc. 
* ^* of difEmolation under Auguftus, and was not 
yet hafdy enough to fhcw himfelf in hh real chara^cr* 
In the beginning of his reign nothing appeared but 
prudence, generofity, and clemency. But the facceffet 
6f Germ aniens, his nephew, over the Germans, firft 
brought his natural difpolitions to lightf and difcoyer^ 
ed the malignity of his mind without dirguife* " He 
foon therefore, began to confult on the moft fpecious 
means of humbling the popularity of Germanicus,.and 
removing this objevH: of his fufpicions. For this pur* 
pofe he difpatched Pifo to Germinicusi a perfoft of a 
furious and head-ftrong temper, and iii every refpc^ 
fit to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which he was dc- 
Ogned. His inftru<Slions were to oppofe GermaniciJt 
upon every occaGon, and to excite all the hatred againft 
him which, without fufpicipn, he conld^ ^id even to 
procure his death if an opportunity fhould offer. Thi« 
agent fucceeded ; Germanicus died foon after ; and, a* 
it was univerfally believed, by poifon* 

Having now no objedl of jealoufy to keep him lA 
awe, he began to pull off the maik entirely,^ and ap- 
pear more in his natural charadlcr than before. In th« 
beginning of his cruelties he took into his confidence 
Scjanus, a RoTT^an knight, who found out the methoi 
of gaining his confidence by the moft refined degree of 
diilimulation, being an overmatch for hit mafler in hfs 
own arts. It is not well known whether he was ths 
advifer of all the cruelties that enfued foMi after; but 
certain it is, that, from the beginning of his miniftry 
I'iberius feemcd to become raote fatally fufpicious. 

Sejinus began by ufing all his addrcfs to perfuade 
Tiberius to retire to fouie agreeable retreat remote 
from Rome. By this he expected many advantages, 
lince there could be no accefs- to the emperor but by 
him. The emperor, either prevailed upon by his per- 
fuafions, or purfuing the natural turn of hit tcmptry 
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«wbich led |o indolence and debauchery, in the twelfth 
year of his reign left Rome, and went into Campania, 
voder pretence of dedicating temples to Jupiter and 
Auguftus, Still growing weary of places where man- 
kind might follow him with ihcir cofinplaiuts anddiflreff- 
eb, he withdrew himfclf into that moll delightful ifland 
of Caprea, three mile» from the continent, and oppofite 
Naples. Burvtd in this tetreat, he gave hinvfelf upto- 
his abandoned pleafuresy quite regardleft pf the wifc- 
Tics of his fubjeds* 

In fa£l, it had been happy for mankind had he given 
lip hit fufpicions when he declined the fatigues of 
reigning, and rcfigncd the will to do harm, when be 
divcfted himfclf of the ppwer of doing good* But from 
the time of his retreat he became more cruel, and Se- 
janus always endeavoured to increafe his diftruQs* Se- 
cret fpies and inibrnigrs were placed in all parts of th« 
%ity, who converted the mod harmlefs adions Into'fub- 
jcds of offence* 

In confequence of this, Nero and Drufus, the chil- 
dren of Germanicus, were declared enechies to the flate, 
and afterwards ftarvcd to death in prifon, while Agrip- 
pinaj. their mother, was fen t Into banifhment* Sabi- 
nns,.; Afinius Gallus, and Syriacus» were, upon flight 
, pfef en cesj^ condemned and executed* In this manner 
Sejaquj^rocceded, removing all who ftood between 
him aSa the empire, and every day increafing in con- 
fidence with Tiberius, and power with the fcnate. — 
The numbej of his ftatues exceeded even thofe of the 
emperor ; people fwore by his fortujie in the fame inan- 
* ncr at they would have done had he been actually upon 
^•thd^throne ; and he was more dreaded thap even the 
\^:g|^^|who a(Slually enjoyed the empire* But the ra- 
;r^^ft'||^^yof his rife feemed only preparatory to the great- 
/'-'peisof his downfal* All we know of his firft difgrace 
; wi^b the emperor is, that Satrius SccuikIus was the 
nij^n who had the boldnefs to acc^fe him of treafon ; 
and Antonia, the mother of Germanicus, feconded the 
accufation. The fenate, who had long been jealous of 
his power, and dreaded his cruelty, immediately took 
this opportunity of goipg beyond the orders of Ttbcri- 
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tts, andi inflead of fcntenting him to/n»prifonrtieftt>. they 
dire(^ed his execution. As he was condudling to his 
fate the people loaded him with infult and execration* 
He was p«rlued with farcaftic reproaches | his Aatiies 
were inftantly thrown down, and he higjfelf fhortly af* 
ter ftrangled by the executionef. 

His death only lighted up the emperor's rage for far* 
ther executions. Plancina,* the wife of Pifo, Sextus 
V«ftiUus, Vefcularius Atticus, and Julius Marinui, 
tre re executed by his command for being attached to 
Sejanus, He began to grow weary of particular exc* 
cutions, and gave orders that all the accufed (hould be 
put to death together, without further examination.^^ 
The whole city was filled With flaughter and mourning. 
When one Carnulius had killed himfelf to avoid the 
torture: "Ah/' cried Tiberius, *i how has that mam 
*« been able to efcape me !" When a prifoner earneft- 
ty entreated that be would not defer his death : "No/* ^ 
cried the tyrant, •< I am not fufficiently your friend t« 
** fhorten your torments.*^ 

In this manner b^ lived, odioas to all the world, and 
troublefome to himfelf; an enemy to the lives of o* 
thers, and k tormentor of his own. At lengtbi in the. 
twen^y-fecond year of his reign, he began to feel the 
approaches of his diiTolution, and all his appetites to<« 
tally to forfake him. He now, therefore, found it wa« 
time to think of a fucceffor, and at length fixed upon 
Caligula ; w'illing, perhaps, .by the' enormity of Cali- 
gula's conduct} with which he was well acquainted, to 
cover the memory of his o^rn. 

Still, however, lie fcenied willing to avoid his cnd^ 
and (Irove, by change of place, to put off the inquietude 
of his own refie^lions. He left his favourite ifland, and 
went upon the continent ; and at lafl fixed at the pro- 
montory of Mifcnum, in a houfe that formerly belong- 
ed to Lucullus* It wa$ there that he fell into fuch 
faintings as all believed were fataL Caligola fuppo- 
iing him adually dead^ caufed himfelf to be acknoW*- 
kdged by the pr»torian foldiers, and went fortlx from 
the emperoWs apartment, amidft the applaufes of the 
ttttltitiKle I wbcjii all of a fuddeB^ bf wu uifonaci 

' ^* ■ r 1 
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that the emperor was recovered, that he had begun to 
fpeak, and defired to eat. This uii^xpc^cd account 
filled the whole court with terror and alarm: nevery 
one who had before been tn earneft in teRlfyiiig their 
joy now reaiTumed tbe'ir pretended forrow^ and ]«ft the 
new eipperor through a teigned Colicitude for the fate 
of the old. Caligula feemed tb\inder{lruck : he pre* 
ferved a gloomy (ilence escpe^ing nothing but death 
indead of the empire at which b^ had afpired. M^gto^ 
however, who was hardened in crimes, ordered that the 
UP dying emperor fboqld be difpatched, bj 

A* n » * fmothering him with pillows, or, asothem 
-v* • 39' yf\\\ jj^ve it, by poifon. In this manner 
Tiberius died in the fcventy-rcighth year of hb age, 
•after reigning twenty-two* 

It was in the eighteenth year of this monarch's reign 
that Chrift was crucified, as if the univerfal depravity 
of mankind wanted no lefs a fatrifice than that of God 
himfelf to reclaim them. Shortly after his death Pilate 
wrote to Tiberius an account of bis paffion, refurrecj- 
tton« and m>iracles ; upon which the emperor made a. 
report of the whole to t^ie fenate, defiring that €hrlft , 
might be accounted a God by the. Romans* But the 
fenate, bei^g difpleaied that the propofal bad not come 
firft from themfelves, refufed to allow his apothepfis, 
alledging an ancient law which gave them the fupcrin- 
tcndance in all matters in religion. Titcy even went 
fo far as, by an edi61, to command that all ChrlCbiana 
ihould leave the city t but Tiberius, by another a£t, 
threatened death to all fuch as fiiould accufe them ; hf 
which, means they continued unmoleiled during the re{l 
of bis reign. 

All the enormities of Caligula were concealed in the 
beginning of his reign. But it had been ha{^y for 
,liini and the empire had fuch a beginning been as {lre*> 
suoufly maintained* In lefs than eight months all 
jappearance of moderation, and clemency^ vanilfaed ; 
while furious pailions, tinexampled avarice, asd capri* 
cious cruelty began to take their turn in his mtnd**^ 
Pride, impiety, luft, avarice, and all in |he extreme ^ 
were tittf moment brought forward. 
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His pride firft began by affum^rtg to hirafelf the title 
of ruler, which was ufually granted only to kings. He 
would airp have taken the crown and diadein, had he 
not been advifcd'tbat he was already inpcrior to all the 
wonarths of thq world. Not' l:o4ig after. h^ alTumcd 
divine honours, and gave himfclf the name of fuch di- 
vinities as he thought moll agreeable to his nature.-^ 
For this purpofe be Gaiifed the heads, of the ftatucs of 
Jupiter and fome other gods to be flruck off, and hig 
own to be put in their places. He frequently featcd 
himfelf between Caftor and Pollux, and ordered that 
all who canie to their temple to worftiip fhould pay their 
adoratiahs only to him. However, fuch was the extra- 
vagant :incanft;ancy of this' unac<;6antable idiot, that he 
changed his divinity as as often as he changed hiv 
clothes. Being at one tim^ a male deity, at another a 
female ; fometimes Jnpiter or Mars, and not unfre- 
quently Venus or Diana, lie even built and dedica- 
ted a temple to his own divinity, in which his ftatuc 
ofgold^was every day dreft in fimilar robes to thofc 
which he himfelf wore, and was worfhtpped by crowds 
^f adorers. His prieds were numerous ; the facrifices 
made to him were of the moft cxquifite delicacies that 
could be procured, and the dignity of the priefthood 
was fought by themoft opulent men of the city. How-, 
ever he admitted his wife and his horfe to that honor ; 
and, to give a €m(hing ftroke to his abfurdities, he be- 
came a prieft to himfelf. His method of affuming the 
manners of a deity was not Icfs ridiculous : he often 
went out in the full moon, and courted it in the Ayle 
of a lover. He often invited it to his bed, to tade the 
pleafures of his embrates. He enjployed many inven- 
tions to imitate thunder, and would frequently defy 
Jupiter, crying out with a fpeeeh of Homer, **TDo you 
u conquer me, or I will conquer you." He frequently 
.pretended to converfc; in whifpers ^with the iftatue of 
Jupiter, and ufually feemed &ngry at its replies^ 
threatening to feni it packing into Greece. Some- 
;time8, however^ ho^ wo^Id affvime a better temper, and 
feemed contented that they two fhould dwell together 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



194 THE HISTORY OF THE 

Of all bis vices his prodigality was the moH remark^ 
ablC} and that which in fooie meafure gave rife tq the 
Tc(l# Tlie fuxurics of former emperors were fimplicity 
itfcif when compared to thofe which he pra^tifcd. He 
contrived new ways of bathing, where the richeft oils 
mnd moft precious perfumes were cxhaufted with the 
Utmoft profudon. He found out difiies of immenfe 
ralue, and had even jewels, as we are. toidf difTolved 
among his fauces* He fometimei had fervices of pure 
gold prcfentcd before hisguefts tnfiead of meat, obfcrvw 
iag, that a man fhould be an oecoRomift or an emperor* 

The expcnfive manner In which he maintained hi» 
horfe will give fome idea of his d6me(lic (economy*-^ 
He built it a ftable of marble, and a manger of ivory* 
Whenever this animal, which he. called IncttatuS| wa» 
to run, he placed centinels near its ftable the night 
preceding to prevent its (lumbers from being broketitf 
He appointed it an houfe, furniture, aod a kitchen, ift 
order to treat ail its vititprs with proper rcfpeft* The 
emperor fometinacs invited Incitatus t^^his tyxtn table, 
prefented it with gilt oats and wioe iis a golden cup.-^— 
He often fwore by the fafety of his horfe ; and it is 
faid be would have a{^inted it to the jCQnfullbip had 
not his death prevented. 

Hi« impiety was but fubordinate to his cruelties* 
He flew many of the fcnate, and afterwards cited them 
to appear as if they had killed them themfelves. He 
cafl great numbers of old and infirm men, and poor de-^ 
crcpid houfekeepers to wild beafts, to free the ftate 
from fuch unfe.rviceable. citizens* He ufually fed hi« 
wild beafts with the bodies of thofe wretches whom he 
xondentned, and every tenth day fent off numbers of 
them to be thus devoured, which he jocofely called 
clearing his accounts. One of thoie who was thus cx- 
pofed, crying out that he was innocent, Caligula or- 
dered his tongue to be cut otit, and then thrown into 
the ampi theatre as before. He took delight in killing 
tneti with flow tortures, that, aa he expreft it, they 
might feel thenifelves dying ; being always prefent at 
{uch executions, hi mfelf directing the duration of the 
y^oiikment^ and nitigatipg the tortures^ merely to j^rrn^ 
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long thein. , In fa£l, he valued himfelf for no qutility 
itiore than this unrelenting temper and inflexible feve- 
rity, which he preferred while prefiding at ap execu^ . 
tion. At one time being inccnfed with the citizens of 
Rome, he wilhcd that all the Roman. people bad but 
one neck that he might difpatch them at a bloW. 

Such infupportablc and capricious cruerties produced 
many Cecret confpiracies againft him ; but thefe were 
"Jor a while deferred upon account of his intended ex- 
pedition againd the Germans aiid Britons, which he 
ilndertdok in the third year of his reign. For*^j p 
this purpofe he caufed numeFous levies to be / t^ 
made in all parts of the empire, and talked * *^ * 
with fo much resolution, that it was univerfally be- 
lieved he woutd conquer all before him. His march 
pcrfe^^ly indicated the inequality of his temper : foroe- 
times it was fo rapid that the cohorts w^re obliged tp 
leave their ftandards behind them.; at other times it 
* was fo flow that it more refembled a pompous ^roccf- 
fion than a military expedition. In this diipoiition he 
would caufe hittifelf to be carried on eiglit men's fhoi^- 
dcrs, and ordered all the neighbouring citie« to h^ivc 
their ftreets well fwept and watered to ckfend him from 
the duft. However, all thefe mighty preparations end- 
ed in nothing. In Head of conquering Britain, he only 
gave refuge to one. of its banilhed princes; and this 
he defcribed in his letter |:o the fenate as taking pof- 
feffion of the whole ifland. Inftead of conquering Gtr- 
many, he only led his army to the fea-ftiore in ©atavia. 
Ther^, difpbfing his engines and warlike machilifs 
with great folemnity, and drawing up his men in order 
of battle, he went on board his galley, with which, 
coafting along, he commanded his trumpets to founds 
and the fignal to be given as if for an eng^M^ement ; 
vpon which his men, having had previous oraers, im- 
mediately fell to gathering the (hells that lay upon thcT 
ihore into their helmets, terming them the fpoils of the 
conquered ocean, worthy of the, palace and the capi^ol. 
After this doughty expedition,, calling his army toge- 
ther as a general after victory, he harangued them in 
' a pompous manner^ and highly extolled their atchieve- 
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nents ; ^nd then diftributed money among them, dif* 
mifTed them with orders to be joyful, and coiigratufa* . 
ted them upon their riches. But that fuch exploits 
(hould not pafs without a memorial) he caufed a lofty 
tower to be erected by the fea fide, and ordered the 
galiies in which he had put to fea to b^ conveyed to 
Rome, in a great meafure by land« 

CaHius Cherea, tribune of the prs&torian bands, was 
the perfon who at laft freed the woHd of this tyrant. 
Bcfidc* the motives ^hich he had in common with ci- 
ther men, he hiid received repeated infults from - Call* 
gula, who took all occafions of turning him to rrdf. 
cnle, and impeaching him of cowardice, merely becauie 
he happened to, ha va an effeminate' voice. Whenever 
Cherea came to demand the watchword from the em- 
peror, according to cuftom^ he always ^ave him either 
Venus, Adonis, or fome fuch, implying effeminacy and 
foftnefs. He therefore fccretly imparted his dcfigns 
to feveral fcnators and knights, whom he knew to have 
received pcrfonal injuries from Caligula ; among whom 
iwas Valerius Afiaticus, whofe wife the emperor had 
debauched. Anius Vinicianus alfo was dcfirous of en- 
gaging in the firft defign that offered. Belidcs thefe, 
were Clemens t|ic prasfei^j^ and Califtns, whof* riches 
made him obnoxious to the tyrant's refentment. 

While ttefe were deliberating upon the moft certain 
and fpcedy method of dcftroying the tyrant, an unex- 
pcificd incident gave new ftrength to the confpiracy. 
Pompedius, a fenator of di din ft ion, having been acctt* 
0id before the emperor of having fpoken of him with 
difrcfpcfl, the informer cited one Quintilia, an a€lrefs, 
to confirm his accufation. Quintilia, however, was 
poffcffed of a degree of fortit^tde not eafi'y found eve a 
in the «thcr fex* She denied the fa<fl with obftinacy ; 
and bein^ put to the toiture at the informer's requeft, 
fhe bore the fevereft torments of the rack with un- 
fhaken conftancy. But what is moft remarkable of her 
refolution is, that fhe was acqviainted with all the par«^ 
ticulars of the confpirafy ; and 'although Cherea was 
the perfon .appointed to prefide at her torture, Ihe re- 
Tsaled nothing : on the contrary, when Qie was led t* 
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the r»ck, (he trod upon the toe of one of the confpi- 
ratorsj intimating at once her knowledfifc of the con- 
federacy, and her own rcfolution not to divulge it. In 
this manner flie fuffercd, until all her limbs were difloca* 
ted ; and in that deplorable flatc was prefented to the 
emperor, who ordered her a gratuity for what flie had 
fuffercd. Cherea could no longer contain his indigna- 
tion at being thus made the inftrument of a tyrant's 
cruelty. After fcreral deliberations with the confpi- 
rators, it. was at laft refolved to attack him during the 
continuance of the Palatine games, which lafted four 
days ; and to ftrike the blow when his guards fliould 
have the lead opportunity to defend him. I^i confe- 
^uence ot this, the three firfV days of the games pafled 
without affording any opportunity. Cherea now there- 
fore began to apprehend, that deferring the time of the 
confpiracy might be a means to divulge it; he even 
began to dread that the honour of killing the tyrant 
might fall to the lot of fome other perfon more bold 
than himfelf J vwherefore, he at lafl refolved to defer 
the execution of his plot only to tjic day following,- 
whcn Caligula (hould pafs through a- private gallery to 
fome baths not far diflant from the palace^ 

The laft day of the games was more fplendid than 
the reft, and Caligula feemed more fprightly and con- 
defcending than ufual. He took great amufement in 
fjpeing the people fciamble for the fruits and other ra- 
rjtics, thrown by his order among them, and feemed 
»o way apprchenfivc of the plot formed for hisdeftruc- 
tion. In the mean time the confpiracy began to trans- 
pire ; and, bad he had any friend* left, it would not 
fail of being difcovrred. A fcnator, who wajj prefent, 
afking one of his acquaintances if he had beard any 
thing new, the other replying in the negative, *,« then 
you mujl know^*' fays Be, " that this day wilj be re- 
prciented the death of a tyrant." The other immedi- 
ately uiiderftood him, but deli red hini to be more )pau» 
tious how he divulged a fecrct of fo much importance. 
1'hc cojjfpirators waited a great part of the day with 
the moft te^ctreme anxiety ; and, at one time, CaliguU 
{ccmci Tefoive^ to (jpend the whole day without iny 
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rcfrefhment. This unexpcdlcd delay entirely cxai]>er. 
. ated ClicrcA ; and, had he not been reftrained, he 
would have gone and perpetrated his defign in the 
midft of all the people, Jufl at that indant, while he was 
yet helitating i!^hat he iho^ld jdo, Afprenas, one of the 
confpirators, perfuaded Caligula to go to the bath, aiid 
take fome flight refreOiment, in order to enjoy the reft 
of the entertainment with jgreater relifli* The empe* 
ror therefore rifing up, the confpirators. ufed every pre-» 
caution to keep off the throng, and to furround him, 
under pretence of greater aflidulty. And thefe, upon 
Lis entering into a little vaulted gallery that lead from 
the theatre to the bath, refblved to difpatch him, 
Cherea firft (li-uck him to the ground with his dagger, 
crying out, " Tyrant, think upon this." Immediately 
after the other confpirators ruflied in ; and, while the 
emperor <:ontinu6d to refift, crying out that he was not; 
yet dead, they difpatched him with thirty wounds. 

Such was the merited death of Caius Caligula, in the 
twenty-ninth year of his age, after a fhort reign of 
three years, ten months, and eight days. It will be 
unneceffary to add any thing more to his charafter than 
what Seneca fays of him, namely, that nature feemed 
to have brought him forth, to (hew what was poflible 
to be produced from the greatefl vice, fupported by thft 
greateft authority. 

J, p As foon as the death of GaliguU w^s made 
X * * public, It produced the greateft confufion 
A^* in all parts of the city. The confpirators, 
* ^ * who only aimed at deftroying a tyrant with- 
out attending to a fucceffof, had all fought fafety by- 
retiring to private places. Some foldiers happening to 
run about the palace difcovefcd Claudius, Caiigula's 
uncle, lurking in a fccret place, where he Had hid him- 
fclf through fear. Of this perfonage, who had hither- 
to been defpifed f»r his imbecility, they refolved to 
make an emperor, and accordingly carried him upon 
their fhoulders to the camp, where they proclainied 
him, at a time he expefted ^nothing btit death, ^ad the 
fcnate confirmed their choice* 
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Claudius was now fifty years old when he began to 
reign. The complicated difeafcs of his infancy had im 
fomc meafurc affeiSlcd all the faculties both of his body 
and mind. He Vas continued in a ftate of pupilage 
much longer than was ufual at that tim^, and feemed 
in every part of life incapable of condudling himfelf. 

The comnxencement of his reign, as it was with all 
the other bad emperors, gave the moft promifing hopes 
of an happy continuance. He began by paffing an aft 
of oblivion for all former words and adlions) and dif- 
annulled all the cruel edidls of Caligula. He fliewed 
liimfelf more moderate than his predeceffors wi^th re» 
gard to titles and honours. He forbade all perfons, 
upon fevere penalties, to facrifice to him, as they had 
done to Caligula* He was ailiduous in hearing and ex- 
amining complaints, and frequently adminiftered jufticc 
in perfon, tempering by his mildnefs, the feverity of 
ftridt juftice. 

To nis folicitude for the internal advantages of the 
Aate he-added that of a watchful guardianftiip over the 
provinces, pe reftored Judea to Herod Agrippa, which 
Caligula had taken from Herod Antipa, his uncle, the 
man who'had put John the Baptift to death, and who 
was banifhed by order of the prefent emperor. Claudi- 
us alfo reftored fuch princes to their kingdoms as had 
been unjuflly difpoffcffed by his predeceffors, but depri- 
ved the Lycians and Rhodians of their liberty, for ha- 
ving promoted infurre£lion,, and crucified fome citizens 
of Rome. 

He even undertook to gratify the people by foreiga 
conqueft* The Britons, who had for near an hundred 
years been left in fole poffeflion of their own Ifland, 
began to feck the mediation of Rome, to^uell their in- 
tcftine commotions. The principal man who defired to 
fubjea his native country to the Romaii dominion was 
one Bericus, who, by many arguments, perfuaded the 
emperor to make a defcent upon the Ifland, magnifying 
the advantages that would '•attend the conqueft of it. 
In purfuance of his advice, therefore, Plautius, the pr^ 
tor was ordered to pafs over Into Gaul, and make pre- 
parations for thii^ great expedition* At firft^ ijideeil^ 
S 
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his foldiers feemcd backward to embark ; declaring, 
that they wcrcunwilling to make war beyond the limits 
of the worldj for fo they judged Britain to be. How- 
ever, they were at laft pcrfuaded to go ; and the Bri- 
tons, under the conduft of their king Cynobelinus^ were 
feveral times overthrown, ^ 

Thcfe fucceffes {oon after induced Clau- 
A. D. 46- dius to go into Britain in perfon, upon pre- 
tence that the natives w^re ftill feditious, 
and had not delivered up fome Roman fugitives, who 
had taken (belter among them. However, his expedi- 
tion feemed rather calculated for (hew than fervice : 
The time he continued in Britain^ which was in ail but 
Ilxteen days, was more taken up in receiving homage 
than extending his conquefts. Great re^icings were 
made upon his return to Rome. The feiiate decreed 
him a fplendid triumph ; triumphal arches were cre£led 
to his honour, and annual games inftituted to comme- 
morate his victories. In the mean time war was vigor- 
oufly profecuted by Plautius and his lieutenant Vefpa- 
fian, who, according to Suetonius, fought thirty battles 
with the enemy, and by that means reduced a part of 
the ifland into the form of a Roman province. How- 
ever, this war broke out afrefh under th^ 
A. D. 51. governmentof Oftorius, whofucceeded Plau- 
tius. The Britons either defpifing Jiim for 
'want of experience, or hoping to gain advantages over 
a perfen newly come to command, rofe up in arms and 
difclairaed the Roman power. The Iceni, the Cangi, 
and the Brigantes, made a powerful reliftance, though 
tBey werf at kngth overcome ; but the Silures, or, in- 
habitants of South Wales, iMider their king Gara£lacus, 
were the moft formidable opponents the Roman generals 
had ever yet encountered. This brave barbarian not 
only made a gallant defence, but oftejp feemed to claim 
a doubtful vidtory. He, with great condud, removed 
the feat of war into the moft inacceflible parts of the 
covntry, and for nine years kept the Romans in con- 
tinual alarm« 

This geiieral, however, upon the approach of Oftori- 
us, finding himfelf obliged to come to a deciUve en* 
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gagemetit, addreffed his countrymen with calm refolu- 
tion, telling them, that this battle would cither cftabliih 
their liberty or confirm their fcrvitudc : That they 
ought to remember the bravery of their anceftors, by 
whofe valour they were delivered from taxes and tri- 
butes, and that tVis was the time to ftiew themfelves 
equal to their progenitors. Nothing, however, that 
undifciplihed valour could perform could avail againft 
the conduftof the Roman legions. After an obftinacc 
fight the Britons were entirely routed ; the wife and 
daughter of Caradacus were taken prifor^gfs ; and he 
himfcjf, feeking refuge from Cartifmandua, queen of the 
Brigantes, was tfeacheroufly delivered tip to the con- 
querors. When he was brought to Rome nothing- 
could exceed the curiofity of the people to behold a 
man who had for fo many years braved the powei* of. 
the empire. On his part he teftifiied no marks of bafe 
dejedion ; but, as he was led through the ftreets, hap- 
pening to obferve the fplendour of every object around 
him, "Alas," cried he, " how is it poflible that people, 
j* noffeffed'of fuch magnificence at home, could think 
** of envying CaraAacus ''an humble Cottage in BrU 
^^ tain I" When he was brought before the emperori 
ivhile the other captives fued for pity with the mod ab- 
ject lamentations, *Cara6lacus ftood before ihp tribunal 
with an intrepid air, and f&emed rather willing to accept 
of pardon, than meanly folicitcus of fuing for it. " If," 
crifed he, towards the end of his fpeech, " I had yicld- 
'*' ed immediately, and without oppofition, neither my 
*' fortune would have been remarkable, »or my glory 
'* memorable : you would have ceafed to.be viAorious, 
*^ and I had been forgotten. If now therefore you 
<* fpare my life, I fiiall continue a perpetual example 
<* of your clemency." Claudius had the generofity to 
pardon him ; and Oftorius was decreed a triumph, which 
however he did not live to enjoy. 

Claudius gave in the beginning of his reign the high- 
eft hopes of a happy continuance ; but he foon began 
to leffen his care for the public, and to commit to his , 
favourites all the concerns of the empire. This weak 
prince had from his infancy been in a {late of pupi- 
lage ; and now, when called to govern, he was unable 
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to aft bat under the direftion of others; The chief of 
his in(lru(5lors was his wife Meffalina, whofe name is 
almoft become a coromon appellation fdr women of a* 
bandoned charad^ers. 

By her was Claudius urged on to commit cruelties, 
which her con fide red only as wholefome fevcrities, while 
her debaucheries became every day more notorious, and ' 
her lewdnefs exceeded what h?.d ever been fcen in 
Home* Her crimes and enormities, however, being at 
length difcovered, (he, together with her paramour) 
Caius Silius, fufFcred that death they fo juftly dcferyed. 

Claudius took for his fecond wife Agrippina, the 
daughter of his brother Gcrmaoicusj^a woman of a cru- 
el and ambitious fpirit, whofe whole aim being to pro- 
cure the fucceflion for Nero her foo by a former mar- 
riage, treated Claudius with fucb h aught inefs,^^ that he 
was heard to declare, when heated with wine, that it 
was his fate to fijffer the diforders of his wives, and to 
be their executioner. This expreffion funk deep on 
her mind, and engaged all her faculties, to prevent the 
blow. She therefore refolved not to defer a crime 
^bicb (he had meditated a long while before, which 
Was to polfon him. She for fomc time, however,, de- 
bated with herfcif in what manner fhe (bould adinini- 
ller the poifon, ?is (he feared too ftrong a dofe would 
difcove'r her treachery, and one too weak might fall of 
its effeft. At length fhe determined upon a poifon of 
(ingular efficacy to deftroy his intcllefls, and yet not 
fuddenly to terminate his life. As (he had been long 
converfant in this horrid prafticc, Ihe applied to a wo- 
man called Locufta, notorious for affilling on fuch oc- 
cafions. The poifon was given the -en^peror among 
inufhrooms, adi(h he was particplarly fond of. Short- 
ly after having eaten he dropped down infenfible ; lHAt 
this caufed no alarm, as it was ufual with him to fit 
eating till he had ftupified all his faculties, -and was o- 
bilged to be carried off to his bed from the tabje.l— 
However, his conftitution fcemed to overcome the ef- 
fci^s of the poifoji, when Agripplna refolved to make 
furc of him ; wherefore Ihc direfted a wretched phyfi- 
cian, who was her creature, to thrufl a poifoned fca- 
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tfier down his throat, under pretence of making him 
vorait, and this difpatched him. 

Nero, though but fevcnteen years of age yrp 
began his reign with thc'general approba- * '^* '^^' 
tion of mankind. He appeared jufl, llbe- * * ^^* 
ral, and humane : when a warrant for the execution of 
a criminal was brought him to be figned, he was beard 
ta cry out, with feeming concern, «' Would to hea- 
ven that I had never learned to write I" 

But as he increafed in years his crimes feemed to in- 
creafe in equal proportion. The execniion of his own 
rapther Agrippiua w^ the firft alarming inftance he 
gave of his cruelty. Having attempted to get her 
drowned at fea, failing i|i this, he ordered her to be 
put to death in her palace ; and coming in perfon to 
gaze upon tfic dead body,, was beard to fay, that he 
never thought his mother had been fo handfome. 

All the bounds of virtue being thus broken down, 
Nejo now gave a Loofe to his appetites, that were not 
only fordid but inhuman. There feemed an odd con- 
traft in his difpofition;;fof while he praiStifed cruelties^ 
which w^ re fufiicient to make the mind ihudder with 
horror, he yras fond of thofe arhufipg arts that foften 
aiid refine the heart. He was particularly addided, e- 
vcn frdm his childhood, to muilc, and not totally ig- 
norant of poetry ; but chariot-driving was his favour* 
ite purfuit ; and all thefe he frecfacntly was feen to 
exhibit in public. 

But it had been happy for mankind bad he confined 
himfelf to^thefe ; and, contented w^tlt being conteihpti- 
ht^j fought not to become formidable alfo. His cru- 
elties even outdid all his other extravagancies. H« 
feemed even ftudious of finding out pleafure^ as well as 
crimes againft nature. Being attired in the habit of a 
woman, and covered with a yellow veil like a bridej 
he was wedded to one of his abominable companions, 
called Pythagoris, and again to his freed man Deripho- 
rns. On the other hand, that he might be every way 
deteftable, he became the hufband of a youth named 
Sporus, whom he had previo'ufly deprived of the marfcj 
of virility. A great part of the city of Borne was 
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confamed by fire in his time ; and mod hlftoriani ts* 
cribe the conflagratioo to him. It is faid that be flood 
upon an high tower during -the continuance of the 
flannf s enjoying the fight, and repeating, in a player^s 
habit, and in a theatrical nnnner, feme verfes upon the 
de(lru(^ion of Troy. As a proof of his guilt upon this 
occaiion, none were permitted to lend any ai&ftance 
towards extingui (hi ng the flames ; and feveral ^erfong 
•were feen fetting fire to the houfes, alledging that they 
had orders for fo doing* However this be, the empe- 
ror ufed every art to throw the odium of fo dcteflable 
an a£tion from himfelf^ and to fix it upon the Chris- 
tians, who were at that time gaining ground in Rome* 
Nothing could be more dreadful than the perfecution 
ralfed againft them upon this falfe accufation. Some 
were covered, with the ikins of wild beafts, and in that 
figure devoured by dogs* Some were crucified, and o- 
thcrs burnt alive* " When the day. was not fuffictCBt 
for their tortures, the flames in which they peri(hed,'f 
fays Tacitus, " ferved to illuminate the nigtt ;" while 
Nero dreffed in the hatbit of a charioteer, regaled him- 
felf with their tortures from his gardens, and enter?- 
tained the people at one time with their fufferings, at 
another with the games of the circus* In thi? perfe- 
cution St* Paul was beheaded, and St* Peter was cru» 
cified with his head downwards ; which death he chofe, 
as being more di ill onour able than that of his Ditfne 
Maftcr* 

A confpiracy fornied agarnft Nero by Pifo, a man of 
great power and integrity, which was prematurely dis- 
coytred, opened *new train offufpicion tha| deftroyed 
many of the principal families in Rome* The two 
Bioft remarkable perfon ages who f/ell on this occaiion 
were Seneca the philofopher, and Lucan the poet, who 
was his nephew. Nero, either having real teftimony 
againft him, or elfe hating him for his virtues, fent a 
tribune to Seneca, informing him that he was fufpe<^- 
cd as an accomplice. The tribune found the philofo* 
phcr at table with Paulina his wife, and informing him 
of his bufinel^, Seneca replied without any emotion 
that his welfare depended upon no man i that he had 
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never been accuftoraed to indulge tl|c errors of the em- 
peror, and would not do it now. When this anfwer 
was brought to Nero, he demanded whctlwr Seneca 
feemed afraid to die- The tribune replying tb'at he did 
not appear in the Icaft terrified ; « Then go to him a- 
*< gain," cried the emperor, '• and give him my orders 
" to die.** Accordingly he fcnt a centurion to Sene- 
ca, (ignifying that it was the emperor*s pleafure that 
he (hould die. Seneca feemed no way difcompofed, 
and was not unmindful of his conftancy^ He endea- 
voured to confole his wife for his lofs, and exhort her 
to a life of perfeveriog virtue. . Biit (he feemed refolv- 
ed on not furviving him, and preffed her requeft to be 
with him fo earnefily, that Seneca, who had long look- 
. ed upon death as a benefit, at laft gave his confent, and 
the veins of both their arms werr opened at the .fa me 
fime. As Seneca was old and much enfeebled by the 
aufteritiea of his life, v the blood flowed hut llowly, fo 
tbaVhe x:aufed the veir.s of his legs and thighs to be 
opened alfo. His pain« were long and violent, but 
they were not capable of repreffing his fortitude or his 
eloquence. He didlated a difcourfe to two Iccretaries, 
/which wfts read with great avidity after his death by 
the people, but which has fince perifhed in the wreck 
of time. His agonies being tiow drawn out to a great 
-length, he at laft demanded poifon from his phyfician ; 
but this alfo failed of its cflfed, his body being already 
cxbaufted, and incapable of exciting its operation.^- 
He was from this carried into a warm bath, which on- 
ly ferved to prolong his end ; at length, therefore ; he 
was put into a dry ftove, the vapo^f of which quickly 
- difpatched him. In the mean time, his wife Paulina 
having fallen into^a fwoon with the lofs of blood, had 
her arms bound up by her domeitics, and by this means 
<urvived her huiband for fome years ; but by her <:on- 
dudt during the reil of her life, Ihe feemed always 
fnindful ot her own love and his example. 

The death of Lucart was not Icfs remarkable. The 
veins of his arms being opened after he had loft a great 
cjuantity of blood, perceiving his hands and legs alrea- 
dy deady while the vital parts ftill cotutinued warm and 
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vigorous, he called to rnind a defcription in his owa 
poem of the Pharfalia, of a perfon dying in fimilar cir- 
cumftances, and expired while he wa« repeating that 
beautiful pafTage : - - .. 

•' Nee ficut vulnere f«inguis 

<^ Emicuit lentus* Huptis cadit undique vetiU ^ 
<• Pars ultima trunci. 

" Tradidit, in cctum vacuos, vitalibus artus, 
** At turaidos„qua pulmo jacet qua vifccra fervent 
** Hseferunt ibi fata diu : Lud?tataquje multum 
" Hac cum parte, viri vix omnia membra tulcrunt." 
IJ r 8 "^^^ death of Petrbrtius tibout this time 
A* n* Afi ^® ^°° remarkable to be.paft oVer in fi- 
le nee. This perfon, whom many mo- 
dern hiftorians fuppofe to be the author of a work- of 
no great merit, entitled Satyricon, which is ftill regain- 
ing, was an Epicurean both in principle and practice. 
. In fo luxurious a court as that of Nero, he was partic- 
ularly noted for his refinements in luxury. He was 
accufed of being privy^to Pifo's confpiracy, and com- 
mitted to prifon. Petronius could not endure the anxi* 
ety of fuTpenfe, wherefore he refolved upon putting 
himfclf to deaths which he performed in a manner en- 
tirely fimilar to that in which he had lived. He open- 
ed his veins, and ttien clofcd them as he thought jeaffc 
painful, with the utmofl: chearfulnefa and tranquillity.. 
He converfed with his friends, not upon maxims of 
philofophy or grave fubjedts, but upon fuch topics as 
had amufed his gayeft revels. He liftened while they 
recited the lighted poems, and by no action, no word, 
nor circumflance, fhcwed the perplexity of a dying per- 
fon. Shortly after him, Nuraicius Thermus^ovas put 
to death, as likewife Barea, Soranus, and Paetus Thra- 
fea. The dellroying the two lad Tacitus calls an at- 
tack upon virtue itfelf. Thrafea died in the raidft of 
his friends and philofophers, converfing and reafoning 
on the nature of the foul. IJis wife, who was the 
daughter of the celebrated Arria, was defirous of fol- 
lowing her mother's example, but he diffuaded her from 
it. The death of the valiant Curbulo, who'hadgain* 
td Nero fo many vidlories over the Parthians, follow- 
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td next. Nor did the eniprefs Poppea herfclf efcape, 
whom, in a fit of anger, he kitked whcii flie was preg- 
nant, by which flje mifcarricd and died. At length 
human nature grew weary of bearing her perfecutor, 
and the whole world feemed to roufc as if by common 
confent to rid the earth of a roonfter. 

Sergius Galba, who was at that time governor of 
Spain, was remarkable for his wifdom in peace, and his 
courage in war ; bujt as all talents under corrupt princes 
-are dangerous be for fome years had feemed willing to 
court obfcurity, giving himCelf up to an inadlive life, 
and avoiding all opportunity of fignalizing his valour* 

But willing to nd his country of a monfter, he accept- 
ed the imfitatibn of Vindexto march with an army to- 
ward? Rome. The reputation of that general was fuch, 
that, from the moment he declared againft Nero, the 
tyrant confidercd himfelf as undone. He received the 
accotint as he was at fupper, and inftantly ftruck with 
terror, overturned the table with his foot, breaking 
two cryftal vafes of immenfe value. He then fell into 
a fwoon, ftcm which, jarhen hfi r^covtredf he tore ht« 
clothes, and ftruck his head, crying but, "that he wai 
<« utterly undone." He now, therefore, called for Lo- 
ciifta to furnilb him with poifon ; and thus prepared for 
the worft, he retired to the Servilian gardens with a 
rcfolution of flying into Egypt. Being prevented In 
this, and the revolt becoming general, he went in per- 
fon, from houfe to houfe, but all the doors were (liut 
againft him, and none were found to anfwer his inqui- 
ries. Being now reduced to * ftate of defperation, he 
defired that one of his favourite gladiators might come 
and difpatch him ; but eveji in this rcqueft there was 
none found to obey. **Alas!*' cried he, •'have I nei- 
** ther friend nor enemy !" Asd then running defpe- 
ratcly forth, feemed refolved to plunge headlong into 
the Tiber. But juft then his courage beginning to fail 
him, he made a fudden ftop, as if willing to recolleA 
his reafon, and a iked for fome fecret place, where he 
might reaffurae his courage, gnd meet death with be- 
coming fortitude. Id this diftrefs, Pahon, one of his 
freed men, offered" him his country houfe, about four 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2o8 ' THE HISTORY OF THE 

miles dl flan t, where he mrght for fome time remain 
concealed", Nero accepted his offer, and half dreJOrcd 
as h* was, with his head covered, and hiding hVs face 
with his handkcrcliief, he mounted on horfeback, at- 
tended by fotir of his domeftics, of whom the wretched 
Sporus was one* His journey, though fhoft, was crowd- 
ed with adventures. An earthquake gave hitn the firfl 
alarm. The lightning from heaven next flifhed in his 
face. Round him he heard nothing, but confufed noifes 
from the camp, and the cries of the foldiers, imprecating 
a thoufand evils upon his h^ad. A paffengcr meeting 
him on the way cried, '* There go men in purfuit of 
•' sNero." AnDther afked li»ni ff there was any news ^ 
of Nero in the city. His horfe taking fright at a dead 
body that lay on the road, he dropped his handkerchief; 
and a foldier who was near addrefied him by name,— . 
He novff therefore, 'quitted his horfe, and fcrfaking the 
high way, entered a thicket that led towards the back 
part of Pahon's houfe, through which he crept, makirtg 
the bed of his way among the reeds and brambles, wijch 

"wnich the place xv?*s overgrown, i^uim\»^ cmo s«.wc«.«^« 
'the fcnatc, finding the pr^torian guards had taken part 
with Galba, declared him emperor, and condemned Ne- 
ro to die, " more majprum ;" that is, according to the_ 
rigour of the ancient laws. When he was told of the 
relblution of the fenate again ft him, he aflced the mes- 
fcnger what was meant by being punifhed according to 
the rigour of the ancient laws ? to this he was anfwer- 
ed, that the criminal was to be ftripped naked, his bead 
was to be fixed in a pillory, and in that pofture he was 
to be fcourged to death. ^ Nero wasfo terrified at thisj 
that he feized two ppignards which he hai brought 
with him, and examining their points, returned them 
to their llieaths, pretending that the fatal moment was 
not yet arrived. He then dejired Sporus to begin the 
lamentations which were ufed at funerals: he next en- 
treated that fome of his attendants would die, to give 
him courage by his example ; and afterwards began to 
reproach his own cowardice, crying out, " Docs thia 
" become Nero ? is this trifling well timed ? No, no, 
" let we be courageous.*'. ' In fa;^ he had no time to 
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ffiarci for the foldiers who h^^ been fent in purfuit of 
him were juft then approaching the houfe : wherefore, 
hearing the found of the horfes feet, he fet a dagger to 
his throat, with which, by the afliftance of Epaphrodi- 
tus, his freed man, and fccrctary, he gave himfclf .a 
mortal wound,. However, he was not yet quitfc dead 
when one of the centyrions entering. the room, and 
pretending he camie.to his relief, atteippted to flop the 
blood with his cloak. But Nero, regarding him with 
a ftern countenance, faid, " Jt is now too late. Is this 
*' your fidelity?** Upon whiph, with his eyes. fixed, and 
frightfully ftaring, he expired, even in death a g.haftly 
fpe^\acle of innoxious tyranny. 

He reigned thirteen years, fev en months, and twen- 
ty-eight da)"^, and died in the thirty fecond. year of 
bis age. 

Galba was feventy. two years old? when tt p o 
be was declared emperor, and was then in a't^' ^ * 
Spain with his legions. However, he foon ' ^* 

found that his being rajfcd to the throne was byt an 
inlet to new difquietudes* He feemed.to have three 
objc<£\'s in view. To curb the infolence of the foldiers, 
to punifl> thofe vices which had come to an en- 
ormous height in the laft reign, and to replenifh the 
exchequer, which had been quite drained by the pro- 
digality of his predcceffors. However, pei:.mitting him- 
felf to be governed by favourites, he at one time (l)ew- 
cd hirafelf fevcrc.and frugal, at another remiis and pro- 
digal, condemning fome iliuflrioiis perfons without any 
hearing and pardoning others though guilty. ' In con- 
fcquence of this many feditionsj were kindled, .and fe- 
▼cral factions promoted in different parts of the em- 
pire, but patticularly in Germany. 

Galba, being informed of tbefe commotions, was fen- 
(ible that bcfides his age, he was lefs refpefled fonvant 
c± an heiu He refolved therefore tQ.put what he had 
formerly defigned in execution and to adopt fome perfon 
■whofc virtues might** deferve fucb advancement, and 
protect his declining age from danger. His favourites 
undcrflanding his determination, inilantly refolved o« 
giving him an heir of their own chufin^ ; fo that thex« 
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arofe a great contention among them upon this occa- 
fion. Otho made warm application for himfelf, alledg- 
ing the great Cervices he had done the emperor, as be- 
ing the firft man of note who ^ carae to his affiftance 
■when he had declared againft Nero. However, Galba, 
being fully rcfolved to confult the public good alone, 
rejected his fuit ; and on a day appointed, ordered Pifo 
Lucinianus to attend him. The character given by his- 
torians of Pifo is that he was every way worthy of the 
honour defigncd him. He was no way related. to Gal- 
ba, and had no other intereft hut merit to recommend 
him to bis favour. Taking this youth therefore by the 
hand, in the prefence of his friends, he adopted hiin to 
fucceed in the empire, giving him the moft wbolcfbme 
leffons for guiding his future condud. Pifo's conduct 
die wed that he was highly dcferving this diflin6\ion ; 
in all his deportment there appeared fuch modelly, firm- 
iiefs, and equality of mind, us befpoke him rather ca- 
pable of difcharging than ambitious of obtaining his 
prefent dignity. But the army and the fen ate did not 
feem equally difintereAed upoii this occafion.; they had 
been fo long ufed to bribery and corruption, that they 
could now bear ho emperor who was not in a capacity 
of fatisfying their avarices. The adoption the refore 
^of Pifo was but coldly received ; for his virtues were 
no recommendation ir> a nation of univerfsl depravity. 

Otho, who had long been a favourite of Galba, and 
hoping to be adopted his fucccffor in the empire, find- 
ing his hopes difappointed, and flill further ftimulated 
by the immenfc load of debts which he had contracted 
by his riotous way of living, refolved upon obtaining 
the empire by force, (Ince he could not by peaceable 
fucceflion. Having corrupted the fidelity of the foldi- 
ers, he Hole fecretly from the emperor while he was fa- 
crificing ; and affembling the foldiers, in a fliort fpeech, 
urgfd the cruekies, and the avarice of Galba;- Find- 
ing the inve£lives received with univerfal (bouts by 
the whole army, he entirely threw off the maik, ^Hd 
avowed his intentions of dethroning him. The foldi- 
ers, being ripe for fedition, immediately feconded hit 
iriews ; and taking. Otho upon their (houlders iniine- 
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dlately dkdared hitn emperor ; and; to flrtke the eitiseas 
Urith terror, carried hiii)| with th^if Avords dra^wn, into 
the eamp. 

Soon after, finding the emperor in fofne meafure dtfert* 
ed by bis adherentSy the foldiers rufhed in upon hisn^ 
trampling the crowds of people that then filled the fotum 
tnder foot* Galbaj feeing them approach, Teemed to re- 
coliedl all his former fortitude ; and« bending his head 
forward, bid the aflaSns ftrike it off if it were for the 
good of the people* This was quickly performed ; and 
his head being (ct upojt the f>oint of a lance, was prefent* 
cd to Ot ho, who ordered it to be contemptuonfly carried 
round the camp, his body remaining unburied in the 
ftreets,.. till it was i&terred by one of his flaves. 

He died in the fcventy third year of his age, A. D« 69, 
after a fhort reigii of feven months ; as ilkiftrious by his 
own vtrtuejiiias it was contaminated by the yiccs of his 
^Favourites,' who fiiared in his doWDfaL 

Otho, who was now ele^ed emperor, began his reigii 
by a ftgnal inftance of clemency in pardoning Marius 
Gelfus, who had been highly favoured by Galba ; and 
not contented with barely forgiving, he advanced him 
to the higheft honours j afferting, that « fidelity dcfcri 
** vcd every, reward." 

In the mean time, the legions in Lower Germany, ha- 
ving been piirchafed by^he large gifts and fpecious pro- 
mi fes of Vitellius their general, were at length induced 
to proclaim him emperor ; and, regaidlefs of the fenate, 
they declared^ that they had an equal right to appoint 
ta that high ftation with the cohorts at Ronie* 

Otho departed from Rome with all hafte, to give Vi- 
tellins battle. The army of Vitellius, which confided of 
ieventy thoufand men^ was commanded by his generals 
Valens andCecinna, hehimfelfremainingin Gaul, in or« 
der to bring up the nd of his forces. Both iides haften- 
ed to meet each other with fo much animofity and pre- 
cipitation, that three xonfiderable battfes were fought 
hi the fpace of three days. One near Placentia, anpther 
near Cremona, and a third at a place called Caftor ; in 
all which Otho and the Romans had the advaRts^e. But 
tfcefe fucccffei wtrt bot of- fhort lived coatiauaace, for 

T 
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Valens and Gecinna, who had hitherto a^ed feparatelj 
pining their forces, and reinforcing their armies ^ith 
frcfti fupplies, refolved to come to a general engage* 
ment. In this Qtho'i forces, were totally overthrown, 
and he. killed himfclf (hortly after, having reigned tfiree 
mouths and five days* 

Vitellius WM immediately after declared cm- ^ . -^^ 
peror by the fenate^ and received the marks of ' * ' 
diflin^Uon which were now accuftomed to follow the ap- 
pointments of the ftrongeft fide. 

Upon hid arrival at Rome, he entered the city not as 
a place he came to govern with jufkice, but as a towil 
that was become his own by the laws of conqnefl* 

Vitellius foon gave himfelf up to ail kinds of juxury 
and proiurenefs ; but gluttony was his favourite vice, fo 
that he brought himself to an habit of vomiting in order 
to be able to reneV-his meals at pleafure*^ His enter- 
tairnments, though; feidom at his own c oft, were prodi- 
^ioufly expeniive ; he frequently invited himfelf to the 
tables of his fubje^ls, breakfaAiog with one, dining with 
another, and fupping with a third, all in the fame day. 

By the continuance of fuch vices, idded to enormous 
fruelties, he became not only a burden to himfelf, but 
odious to all mankind* Thus, having become infl^>port« 
able to the inhabitants of Rome, the legions of the eaft, 
who had at fird acquiefced in his dominions, began to 
revolt, and (hortly .after unanimoufly refolved to make 
Vefpafian emperor. 

During the preparations againft him, Vitellius, ihpugh 
buried in iloth and lu^^ury, was refolved to make an ef- 
fort to defend the empire; wherefore, his chief cpm- 
wandcrs, Vaicns and Gecinna, were ordered to make all 
poJ3ible preparations to rcfift the invadcrp. The firft ar- 
my that entered Italy, with an hoftile intention, was 
under tHc command of Antonius Primus, who was met 
by Gecinna near Cremona. A battle was expe£ied to 
enfue, but a negociation taking place, Gecinna was pre- 
va'ded upon to change fides, and declare for Vcfpa(iar« 
His army, ho\rcver, quickly repented of what they had 
done,.and| imprifoning their general, attacked Antonius, 
though without a leader. The engagement continued 
during the whole night ; and in the morning, after a 
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Iioft repaft, both armies engaged afecdnd time ; when 
the folditrs of Aatonius, faluting the rifing fun, accord- 
ing to cuftom, the Vitellians, fuppofing that they had 
received new reinforcements, betook themfelves xm 
flight, with the lofs of thirty thoofand men. 
■^ In the mean time, ViteiUus, who was wallowing in all 
kinds of liixfiry and excefs, made offers to Vcfpafian o£ 
rcfigning the einpire, provided his life was fpared, and i^ 
fiifii(^ieot revfntie allotted for his fupport. Jn order t» 
enforce^thts reqi/eft, he iiTued from his palace in deep 
mourning, with all his donsedics weeping around him* 
He then went to oiSer the fword of judice to Ceciiittt 
the cohfttl, which be refufi^g, the abject emperor pre« 
pared to lay down the enfigns of empire in the temple 
of Concord ; but being interrupted by fome who cried 
dut that he hlmfelf was Concord, he refoived upon fo 
weak an encouragement, ftill to maiatain his power, and 
imtnediately prepared for l^s defence* 

During this fiu6tuation of counfels, one SablnuS) «hO 
liad advifed Vitcllius to refign, perceiving his defperatt 
fitua tion, refoived, by a bold ftep, to -oblige Vefpafian, 
and accordingly feized upon the capitol. But he was 
premature ?n his attempt ; for the fbldiers of VitcHius 
attacked him with great fury, and, prevailing by their 
numbers, foon laid that beautiful building in afbes. D««- 
ring this dreadful conflagration Vitelllus was feading in 
the palace of Tiberius, and beholding all the horrors oC 
the aflault with great fatisfa^ion. Sabinus Was taken 
prifoner, and (hortly after executed by the emperor's 
command* Young Domitian, his nephew, who was af- 
terwards emperor, efcaped^ by .flight in the habit of a 
prieil, and all the reft who furvived the fire were put to 
the fword. 

But Ant'onius, Vefpafian 'a commander, being arrived 
before the walls of the city, the forces of Vitcllius re- 
foived upon defending it to the utmoft extremity. It 
was atucked or three fides with the utmoft fury, whil« 
the army within^ fallying updn tl^ befiegers, defended 
it with equal obftinacy» The battle lafted a whole day, 
till at.laft the bcfieged were driven into the city, and a 
dreadful flaughter made of them in all the ftrctts which 
they vainly attempted to defend. 
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Vitelllut was r»on found bidden in an obfaire t^T9t^ 
from whence he was taken by a party of the conquering 
Ibldiers. Still, however, wiliing to add a few hours more 
to his miferable life, he begged to be kept ip prifon till 
the arrival of Vefpafian at iRome, pretending that he had 
lecrets of importance to difcover. But bis entreaties were ' 
▼ain, the foldiers binding his hands behind him, and 
throwing an halter round his neck, led him along baif 
Baked into the public foriim, upbraiding him, us they 
proceeded, with all thofe bitter reproaches their malice 
could fuggeft, or bis own <;ruclty might defrrve* At 
length, being come to the place of pnntftiment, they kill. 
<d him with 'many blows f and then dragging the dead 
hodj through the ftreets with an hook, they threw it^ 
with all po^ible ignominy, into the river Tiber. 
. -J Vefpafian was now declared emperor by the 

A.U. 70. ynamimous confent both of the fenate and tht 
army, and digniEed with ail jthofe titles which now foU 
lowed rather the power than the merit of thofe whowert 
appointed to govern. 

Having continued fomc months zt Alexandria in Egyptj 
where it is faid he cure^l a blind and a lame, man by touch- 
ing them, he fet ont for Rome, giving his fon Titns the 
command of the army that was to lay liege to Jerufaffm^ 
while he himfelf went forward, and. was met jQjanymilfs 
trotn Rome by all the feriate, and near half the inhabi- 
tants, who gave the (incereft tcHimpnies of their joy in 
having an emperor of fuch great and experienced virtues. 
Nor did he in the leaft di fappo in t their expe elation s, be- 
in^ equally afiiduous in rewai-ding merit and pardoning 
his adverfarics, in reforming the manners of the citizens, 
aind fetting them the bed example in his own. 

In the mean time, Titus carried on the war againfl 
the Jews with '-vigour. This obfiinate and infatuated 
people had long rcfolved to refjft the Roman power, 
vainly hoping to find proted^ion from Heaven, which 
their impieties had utterly offedded. Their own hiRo- 
rian reprefents them as arrived at the higlieft pitch of 
iniquity, while famines, earthquakes, and prodigies,^ all 
confpifed to forewarn their approaching ruin. Nor was 
•it fufScient that Heaven and earth feemed combined a- 
gainfl them ; they had the »oft bitter diiTentions among 
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tbemfeltesi and were fplit Into two parties^ that robbed 
and deftroyed each o^her witb impunity, ftjll pillaging,^ 
and at the fame time boaflmg their seal for the religion 
of their anteftors. ^ 

At the bead of one of thofc parties was an incendiary, 
wbofe hame was John. This fanatic afifedled foYereign. 
power,, and filled the whole city of Jcrufalem, and all the 
towns around with tumult and pillage* In a ihort time, 
a newfaiStion arofe, headed by one Simon, who, gather* 
ing together mnltitudes of robbers and murderers who 
had fled to the mountain s, attacked many cities and 
towns, aiid redoeed all Idumea into his power. Jerufa- 
lem at length became the theatre in which thcfe two 
demagogues began to exercife their mutual animoCty ^ 
John was poffc&d of the temple, while Simon was ad- 
mitted into the city, both equally enraged againft each 
other, while flaughtcr and devaftation followed their pre- 
tenfions. Thus did a dty, formerly celebrated for peace 
and unity, become the feat of tumult and confuCon. 

It was in this miferable fituatioh that Titus began his 
operations within about fix furlongs of the city of Jcru« 
(alero, during the feafl of the PaiTover, when the plact 
was filled with an infinite multitude of the people, whj» 
bad come from all parts to celebrate that great folemni- 
ty. The approach of the Romans produced a temporary 
reconciliation between the contending factions within 
the city ; fo that they unanimoufly rcfolved td oppofe 
the common enemy firfl, and th^n decide their domeflic 
quarrels at a more convenient feafon. Their firft fally, 
which was made with much fury; and refolution, put the 
befiegers into great dtforder, and obliged them to aban- 
don their camp and fly to the mountains. Howeves^ 
rallying tm mediately after, the Jews were forced back 
into the city, while Titus in perfon (hewed furprifing m» 
fiances of valour and condud. 

Thefe advantages over the Romans only renewed ia 
the beficged the dcfire of private revenge. ^ tumult en- 
fued in the temple, in which fcveral of both partica^werf 
flatn; and in this manner upon every reiffifilon from 
without, the fadlions of John and Simon violently raged 
againft each other within» agreeing only in tj^eir refobir 
lion to defend the city agalnft the Roinant« 
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The city was ftrongly fortified by three walh on every 
fide, except where it was fenced by de«jp valUes. Trtu«, 
began by battering down the ontward yttill ; which,^ after 
much fatigue and danger, heefie&ed, all the time fhcwing 
the greUtcft clemency to the Jews, and offering tbcm re- 
peated affurances of pardon. Five days after the coin« 
meiicement of the Hege, Titus broke through the fecondi 
wall ; and though driven back by the befieged, he reco- 
vered his ground, and made preparation far battering the 
third wall, which wai their laft defence. But firlV, he 
fent Jofephus, their countryman, into the city taexhoiit 
them to yield; who, ufing all his eloquence to perfuade 
them, was only revikd with feoffs and reproaches. . The 
fiege was. now therefore carried on with greater vigour 
than before ; feveral batteries for engines were raifed, 
which were no fooner built than deftroycd by the enemy* 
At length it was refolved in council to furromd the whole 
city with a trench and thus prevent all relief and fuccouns 
fi'om abroad. This, which was quickly executed, feemed 
BO way to intimidate the Jews. Though famine, and 
peflilence its neceffary attendant, began to make the moft 
horrid^ravag^s among them, yet this dcfperate people llill 
refolved to hold out. He now cut down all the woods 
within a confiderable diftance of the t:ity, and cauiing 
nore batteries to be raifed, he at length battered dow« 
the yall, and in 'five days entered the citadel by force* 
The Jews, however continued to deceive themfclves with 
abfurd and falfe expe^tions, while many faKe propheta 
deluded the multitude, declaring they fhould foon have 
affiftaxice from God, The heat of the battle was now 
therefore gathered round the inner wall of the temple 
#hile the defendants dcfperateiy combated from the top. 
Titus was viilii)g to fave this beautiful ftnASture ; but a 
foldier calling a brand into fome adjacent build ings,;t he 
fire communicated to the temple ; and notwithftanding 
' the utmoft endeavours on both fides the edifice wsrs quick- 
ly eonftimed« The.fight of the temple in ruins cffeAu-* 
lAly ferv^ to damp the ardour of the Jews. They now 
began to perceive that heaven had forfaken them, while 
their cries and lamentations echoed from the adjacent 
Buountaios. Even thofe who were almoft expiring lifted 
wp their dyiag eyes to bewail the loft of their templ^» 
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which they valued ttiore than life itfclf. The inoft rcfolute 
however, tVill cndiqjavored to defend the «Pper and ftrong- 
er part of "the chjj named Sion ; but Titus, with his 
battering engine*, foon made himfelf entire mafler of the 
place* John and Simon were taken from the vaults where 
thiy had concealed themfclves ; the former was con- 
demned to perpetual imprifonmcnt, and the latter referv- 
cd to grace the Conqueror's triumph. The^reateft part of 
the populace were pot to the fword, and the city was,*aftcr 
a fix month's fiege. entirely razed by tbe^lough j fo that 
according to our Saviour's prophecy, not one ftone re- 
mained upon another. The numbers who pcrilhcd in xh\i 
fiege^ according to Jofephus, amounted to above a million 
- •f fouls, aiid the captives to almoft an hundred thoufARdt 

Upon the taking of Jemfalem, his foldiers would hate , 
crowned Titus as a conqueror, but he mq^eAly refufed 
the honour, alledging that he was only an inftrument ia 
the hand of Heaven, that manifcftly declared its wrath a- 
gainA the Jews. At Rome, however, all men^s mouths 
were filled with the praifesof the conqueror, who had not 
only fliewn himfclf ati excellent general, but a courage- 
ous combatant : his return therefore in triumph, which 
he did with his father, was marked with alf the magnifi- 
cence and joy ttlat was in the power of men to exprefs* 
AU things that were efleemed valuable or beautiful a- 
jnopg men were brought to adorn this great occafioiu A- 
mong the rich fpoils were expofed vaft quantities of gold 
takea out of the temple ; but the Book of the Holy LaW 
w^as not the lead remarkable among the magnificent pro« 
fufion. This Was the firft time that ever Rome faw the 
father and the fon triumph together. A triumphal arch 
was erected upon this occarion,on which were defcribA 
all the vi^ories of Titus over the Jews, which remaim 
alraoft entire to this very day. Vcfpafian like wife built * 
a temple to Peace, wherein were depofited rooft of the 
Tewifh fpoils ; and having now calmed all commotions '' 
fn every part of the empire, be fhut up the temple of Ja- 
nus which had been open about ^yt or fix years. • 

Few emperors have received a better chara£ier from 
hiftorians than Vefpafian, yet all his numerous ads of ge- 
ne rofity and magnificence could not prcfcrvc his charac- 
ter from the imputation of rapacity and avarice. He de*- 
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fceaded to fome very unufual and diflioBotirable impoftsp 
even to the laying a tax upon urines When his foa 
Titus remonftrated againft the meannefs df inch anax^ 
VcfpafiaHf taking a piece of money^ demaiided if the 
fmeil offended him> adding^ that this, very money was 
produced by urine. 

Notwithftanding, having reigned ten ^ears, loved hy 
his fubje£tS| and defcrving their afie^on, he was fur* 
prifcd with an indifpofition at Campania^ whic^from the 
beginning he declared would be fatal ; and perceiving 
his end approaching, as he was jufl going to expire, he 
cried oUti that an emperor ought to die (landing ; where- 
fore, railing himfelf upon his feet, he expired in the 
hands^of thofe that (uflained him* 
J. ^ Titus, being joyfully received as emperor, 

A. • 79. ij^gjm iQ reign with the praftiee of every 
virtue that became a iovereign and a man. During the 
life of his father there had been many imputations a* 
gainft him, both for cru<eltyi luft and prodigality ; but 
upon his exaltation to the throne, he fcemcd intirciy to 
take leave of his former vices, and became an example 
of the greatefl moderation and humanity. His firft flep 
towards gaining the affe^iions of his fubjedls, was his mo^ 
derating his pafiions and bridling his ilrbng inclinations. 
He had long loved Bernice,- filler to Agrippa, king of Ju- 
dea, a woman of the greated beauty and the moil refined 
allurements. But knowing that the connedlion with her 
was entirely difagreeable to the people of Rome, hegain* 
ed a vii^ory over his afic£tions, and fent her away, not* 
withflanding their mutual paiHon, and the many arts (he 
ufed to indace him to change his refolutions. He next 
d^fcarded all thofc who bad been the former minifters of 
j^is pleafures, and forbore to countenance the companions 
of his loofer recreations, though he had formerly taken 
great pains in the felection. This moderation, added to 
his juftice and generoGty'^ procured him the love of all 
good men, and the appellation of the delight of mankind, 
which all his adlions feemed calculated to enfure. 

Titus took particular care to puniCh all informers^ fal(e 
witncfTes, and promoters of diffcntion. Thofe wretches, 
who bad their rife in the licentioufnefs and impunity of 
former reigns, were oof" become fo numerous that their 
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tf^Bif 8 called loudly for pur/iflimcnt. Of tb*fe therefore 
%e daily made public. cxaropleSj condemning thei^ to be 
fconiged in the moft public ftrcets, next to be dragged 
through the theatre, and then- to be ban ifted into the 
uninhabited parts of- the empire, or fold as Haves. His 
courtefy and readinefs'to do good have been celebrated 
eyen by Chriftian writersj his principal rule being never 
to fend any psftirioner difTntisfied away. One night, re- 
coHcAiog thit he had done nothing beneficial to man- 
kind the day preceding, he cried our/among his friendsj 
<* 1 have loft a day V* A feR|cncc too remarkable not to 
be untverfully known. 

. Learn'ng that two nobkruen had confpired. againfl 
him, he readily forgave them ; and the ncxt'day, plac* 
ing tliem next hirafelf in the theatre, he put the fword« 
■with which the gladiators fought into their hands, de- 
manding their judgment and approbation H^ether they 
-were of fiifficient length* 

In this reign an eruption ^f mount Vefuvius did confw 
derable damage, over iv helming many towns, and thrown- 
ing its afhes iiito countries more than an hundred milet 
diftant. Upon this memorable occalion Pliny^ the nature 
ahft, loft his life ; for, being impelled by too eager a cu« 
riofity to obfcrve the eruption, he was fuffbcated in the 
ilames« There happened alfo about this time a fire at 
Rome, which continued three days and nights fucceflive- 
1^, being followed by a pla^e, in which ten thoufand 
men were buried in a day. The emperor, however, did 
all that lay in his power to repair the damages fuftaincd 
by the public ; and, with rcfpe£l to the city, declared 
that he would take the whole lofs of that upon himfelf. 

Thefe difafters were in fome meafare counterbalanced 
by the fucceHes in Bntain under Agricola. This excel- 
lent general having been fcnt into that country towardt 
the latter end of Vefpadari's reign, fhe wed himfelf equal- 
ly expert in quelling the refraftory, and civilizing thofc 
Who had formerly fubmitted to the Roman power. The 
Ordovicea, or inhabitants of North Wales, wci-c the firft 
that were fubdued. He then made a defcent upon Mona, 
or the iiland'of Anglefcy, which furrendered at difcre^^ 
tion. Having thus rendered himfelf mafter of the whole 
SouD^i ht took every method to reftpre difcipline to hii 
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own ftrmff and to introduce fome (hare of potiten«fr »«> 
mong thofe whom he had conquered* He exboried them, 
both by advice andexamplet to build temples, theatres^ aod 
(lately boufes. He caufed tbefons of their lability to 
be intruded in the liberal arts; he had them taught the 
Latin language, and induced, them to imitate' the Ro« 
man modes of drefs and living* Thuf| by degrees, thia 
barbarous people began to affume the luxurious manner 
of their conquerors^ and in fome time even to outdo them 
in all the refinemetrts of fenfual pleafures. Upon account 
of thefe fttcceffes in Britain, Titus was fainted enipera* 
tor the Efteenth time ; but be did not long furvive tbi« 
honour, being furprilVd by a violent fevef at a little dis* 
tance from Rome. He expired (hortly after, but not 
without fufplcion of treachery fw>m bis brother OomU 
tian, who had long wifbed to govern. His death was \n 
the forty-&rj|. year of his age^^ haYing reigned two years) 
two months and twenty days. - 
ADS The beginning of JDomitifin't reign was 
* '* univerfally acceptable, to tke people, as he ap- 
peared equally remarki^ic for his clemency, liberality, 
and^juftice. 

But he foon began to fhew the natora! deformity.df 
his mind. . Indcad of cultivating literature, as his father 
and brother had done, he^negle^ed all kinds of i^^dy, ad« 
dicing himfelf wholly to meaner purfuits, particularly 
archery and gaming. He was fd very expert an archer, 
that he would frequently caufe one ot his (laves to (land 
at a great didance, with his hands fpread as a mark, and 
would fhnbt hri arrows with fuch exa£lnefs as to (lick 
them aU between his fingers. He inftitutcd three forts 
of contefts to be obfervcd every five years, in muiic, 
horfemanihip, and wredling ; but at the fame time he ba- 
nilked all philofopbers, and mathematicians frorn Rome* 
No emperor before him entertained the people with fuch 
various and expenfive (hows. During thefe diverliont 
be diftrlbuted great rewards, fitting as prefident himfelf, 
adorned with a purple robe and crown, with the priefts 
of Jupiter and the college of Flavian prieds about him. 
^he meanuefs of his occupations in folitudewas judacon* 
Vad to his exhibitions of public odentation, Heufually 
^ent his hours of retiremcut in catching files, andA^ck* 
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ing them threugb with a bodkin ; fo that one •fbis fcr# 
vants being aiked if the emperor were atone ? anfwcrcd, 
That he had not fo much as a fiy to bear him company. 

His vic;ps feemed ereryday to increafc with the dura- 
tion of hit reign* His ungrateful treatroeHt of Agricola 
feemed the firft fymptom of Sits natural malevolence..^ 
JDomitian was always particularly fond of obtaining a mi- 
lit?.ry reputation^ and therefore jealous of it in others. 
He had marched fome time before into Gaul, upon a 
pretei)ded expedition againft the Catti, a people of Ger« 
many, and, without ever feeing the enemy, refolved to 
have the honour of a triuniph upoi^ bis return to l^ome. 
For that purpofe he purcfaafed a number of ilaves, whom 
hedreffed in German habits, and at the head of this mi- 
litary proceifion, entered the city amidft the apparent 
acclamations and concealed contempt of all his fubjeds. 
The fucceffcs thcreforeof Agricola in Britain affcded him 
with an extreme degree of envy* This admirable general 
purCued the advantages which he bad already obtained. 
He iubdued the Galedc^njans,^ and overcame Galcacus, 
the Britifh chief, at the head of thirty thoufand men ; 
and afterwards fending out a fleet to fcour the coaft, firft 
difcovered Great-Britain to \^t an iiland.- He lijcewifc' 
difcovered and fubdued the Orkneys, and thus reduced 
the whole into acivilized province of the Roman empire. 
When the account of thefc fucceiTes was brought to Do- 
niitian, he received it with a feeming pleafure, but re at 
uncaCners. He thought Agrieola's riling reputation a ta- 
cit reproach upon his own inactivity; and, inflead of at- 
tempting to emulate, he refolvcd to ftipprefs the merit of 
hisfervices. He ordered him therefore external marks pf 
approbation, and took care that triumphant ornaments, 
AatueS| and other honour! iliould be decreed him ; but 
at the fame time he removed him from his command, 
under a pretence of appointing him to the government 
of Syria. By thcfe means Agricola furrendcred up his 
province to Saluftius LucuUos, but foon found that Syria 
was otherwife difpofed of. Upon his return to Rome, 
•which was privately, and by night, he was coolly receiv- 
ed by the emperor ; and dj^ing fome time after in re- 
tirement, it was fuppofed by fome that his end was has- 
t«Aded by Domitian'a dire^ion. Doinitian fooli after 
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fovnd the vaitt of fo experieDced a cbmraandet ' in the 
many irruptioni of the barbarous nations f hat fiKrround<fk 
•d the enpire. The Saimatiana in Enrop^, joined witk 
tbofe of Afia, made a formidable tnvafion, at oirce de-* 
(Iroying a whole legion and a general of the Romans. 
The Dacians, undciahecdndiKtVof Decebalus their kingf 
made an irruption j and overthrew the Romans in feTe- 
ral engagements, At laft, however* the barbarians were 
repelled, partly by force, and partly by the affiftancc of 
Biofiey, which ohly ferve d to enable them to make ^ture 
ifivagons with greater advantage. But in. whatever man- 
ner the enemy might have been rcpcUcd, Domitian ^as 
yefolved a.ot to lofc the honours of a triumphs He re- 
turnKl in great fplendour to Rome; and not contented 
with thus trittmphing twice without a vi^c^-y, he refoC- 
▼ed to take the furname of Germanic us for his conquefts 
over a people with whom he never contended. 

In proportion as the ridicule incr^afed aga4n(l him, his 
pride fcemed every day to demand greater homage* He 
would permit his ftatues to be ma^e only pf gold and ill- 
yer ; he affumed to himfelf divine honours, and ordered 
that air men Qiould treat him with the fame appellations 
which they gav^ to the divipity* His cruelty was not be- 
hind his arrogance; he caufed numbers of the mofl iiluf* 
trious fenators and others to be put to death upon th^ 
moft trifling pretences. One ^lius Lama was condemn- 
ed and executed only for jefting^ though there wai^nei-' 
ther novelty nor poignancy in ins humour* Cocceanus 
was murdered only for celebrating* the ftativity af ,Otbo. 
Pompodanus (llkredtshe fame fate, becaufe it was foretold 
by an allrologer that he (liould be emperor^ SaluRlus Lti- 
cullus, his lieutenant in Britain, was defiroyed only for 
having given his name to a new fort of lances of his own 
invention* Junius Ruflicus died for pubUfhing a book, in 
which he commended Thrafea and Prifcus, two philofo? 
phersi who oppofed Vefpaftan^s eoming to the throne. 
, Lucius Antonilis, governor of Upper Germany, ^mow- 
ing how much the emperor wasdctefted at home, rcfolr- 
ed upon (Inking for the throi)e<y and ac<:ordingly aflumed 
the enGgns of imperial dignity* As he was at the head 
of a formidable army, his fuccefs remained a long time 
' dGubt£al ; but a^fuddea overflowing of the Rhine dirid*- 
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ing bis ari»y,'he y^% fet upon at tliat junftt!r« by Nonnan- 
dus the emperor's gfenpral, and tot idly routed. The newt 
of this viftory, we arc told, was I) to ugh t to Rome by 
fuprrnatural means on the fame day that the battle vrzt 
fought.. Doraitian*s fcverity was grpatly increafed by 
tb.is fbprt lived fucccfs. In brdcr to difcovcr thofc vho 
werfe accampnces with the ad «fcrfe party, he invented new 
tortures, fonlietim'es cutting off the hands, at other timet 
tbrufting fire into the privates of thofe whom he fufpefted 
of being his enemies. « Dqring his feverities, he aggra- 
vated bVs guilt by b^pocriiy, never pronouncifig fentcnce 
•without a preamble full orgentleEefs and mercy. The 
nigbt before he crucifi^'d the comptroller of his houfehould 
be treated bim >vith the mod feeming friendftiip, and Or- 
dered hi iii a dlih of meat from his own table. He carri- 
ed Aretinfus Clemens with him in his own litter the day 
he had concluded upon his death. He was particularly 
terrible to the fcnate and nobility, the whole body of 
whom he frequently threatened to extirpate «ptirely. At 
one time he furrounded the fenate-houfe with his troops, 
to the great confternation of the fcnators. At another, 
be re&lvid to amufc himfelf with tlieir terrors in a dif- 
ferent manner. Having invited them to a public enter- 
tainmem, be received them all very formally at the en- 
trance of his palace, and conduced them into a fpajious 
hall hang round with bhcW*, and illuminated by a £eW 
melancholy lamps that diffufcd light only fuflictent to 
fl^cw the horrors of the place. Ali around were to be 
f'^en nothing but coflfins, witfi the names of each of the 
fc nators written upon them, together witl other objedtf 
of terror, and inftrumentsx)f execution. While the com- 
par.y brhcld all thefe preparations with fileat ag6ny, fc- 
v^-ral nr*n, having tbeir bodies blackened, each with a 
drawn f'vord hi one hand, and a flaming torch in the 
other, ent.T'd the hall, and danced round them. After 
fome time, when the gurfls expe£Ved nothing lefs than 
themofV inflant death, well knowing Demitian's capri- 
cious cruelty, the doors were fet open, and one of the 
CervRnts came to inform them that the emperor-'gavc all 
the company leave to withdraw. Thefe cruelties were 
ircndcred illll more odious by his lull and avarice. Fre*» 
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quently after prefidipg at an exccutioii, he wfluld' retire 
with the levdeft proftitutcs", and ufe ^c fame baths whkh 
they did. The laft part of the tyrant's reign was more 
tinfupportable than any of th^ preceding^ Nero exerti- 
fed his cruelftes without being a fpefiatdt; b^^tr a prin- 
cipal part of the Roman mifertes, during {lis reign^ was 
to fee and be fcea ; to bAold the ftern air and* &cry vif. 
age of the tyrant, wiiich he had armed agaiufl bti^ing 
by continued ipteipperance, direding the tortures, and 
malicioudvpleafed with adding pdfgnance to every agony* 
'B^t a period yfzs foon to be put to this m6nfter*s cru- 
elties* Among the ndmber of %hofe whom he at once ca- 
refied and fulpefled'was his. wife Domitia, whom be had 
taken from Julius Lama, her former hu Aaitd, It was the 
tyrant's method td put down the names of iM fuch as he 
intended to dcftroy in his tablets, whirh hejtept^bout 
him with great circumfpc£iion. Domitia fortunately hap- 
pening to get a fight of them, was ftruck at finding her 
own name fii the catalogue of thofe fated to dcftru^ion. 
She {hewed the fatal lift to'^Norbanu* and Petronius, ^ra- 
fe£ls of the pr»torian bands, who found tbemfelves fet 
down ; as likewife to Stephanus, the comptroller of tht 
houfehold, who came into the confpiracy with alacrity, 
They fixed upon the eighteenth da^ of September for the 
completion of their great attempt. Upon preparing to go 
to the bath on the morning of that day, Petronius, his 
chamberlain, came to inforjn him that Stephanus the 
comptroller of the houfehold dcfired to fpeiak to. him up- 
on an affair of the litmoft importance* The emperor ha- 
ting given orders that his attendants (houTd retire, Ste- 
phanus entered with his band in a fcarf, which he had 
worn thus for fome days, -the better to conceal a dagger, 
as~nonc were permitted to approach the emperor with 
arms. He began by giving information of a pretended 
confpiracy, and exhibited a pa^r in which the'particu- 
, lars were fpecified. While Domitiah was reading the 
contents with an eager curiofity, Stephanus drew the 
dagger, and ftruck him in the groin. The wound not be^ 
ing mortal, Domitian caught hold of the affaflia; and 
threw him upon the ground, callingoutfor afiiftance. But 
f arthenius with his freed xnan, a gladiator, and two f^ib* 
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aitcrh officefsj tioV coming in, they ra» all furionfly upon 
the cmpeFor, and difpatchcd him wih fftvcn wounds*. 

It is alroofl; incredible what.fome writers relate con- 
cerning Apollonius .J'yaneus, who was then at £phenus» 
Thi& perfon, whom fome call a magician, and fomc a phi* 
lofopher^ but who more probably -was nothiiig more than 
an impoftor, was jtift, at the minute in which Domitian 
Vas fiain, IcChiring .in otie of the public gardens of th« 
city; But, flopping, Ihort all of a fuddcii, he cried out, 
*' Courage,^ Stcphanus, ftrike the tyrant.' ' And then, 
after a paufcj *' rejoice, my friends* the tyrant dies this 
«' day; thi? day^ do I fay! the very moment in which 
" I kept filence be fuffcrs for his crimes ; he dicsl'* 

iiapy more prodigies were faid to have portended ht$ 
death, but ^e fate of fuch a monfter feenied to produce 
toore preternatural difturbanccsj and more prediAioni 
tbun jit dcfejved* The truth feems to be, that a belijrf 
kt^omens and prodigies was again become prevalent | 
the peeple were again relapsing into priftine barbarity s 
a country of ignorance is evcjp the proper foil fpr an 
bamft of impQflur^* 

CHAR » XXIII. 

Tbe five gqfid Emperors of Romch 

. [A.D. 96.] 
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HEN it was publicly knowitthatpomitiaii wa« 
flain, the fenate began to load his memory with every 
reproach. His ilatues were commanded to be taken 
dowti, and a decree was made^ that all his infcriptiont 
ihould be erazed, his name flfuck out of the regifters of 
Fame^ and his funeral omitted. The people, who now 
took little part in the affairs of government, looked on 
liis death with indifference; the foldiers alone, whom 
be had loaded with favoui;5j and. enriched by largeffes^ 
fincercly regretted- their benefaftor. 

The fenate therefore rcfolvcd to provide a fucceffor 
before the army could have an opportunity of taking the 
appointment upon themfclves ; and Cocceius Kervawas 
chcftn to the empire the very day on "Which th'^^^yrant 
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was (Iain. He was of an illuftriolis family, as fnol^ tayt 
ky birth a Spaniard, and above fixty-five j'cars old when 
be was called to the throne* He w^s j*t that tiipc the 
moft remarkable man in Rome, for hh vrrtues, modera- 
tion and rcfped to the laws ; and he owed his exaltation 
to the blamclefs conduft of his former life. 

The people, being long accuftoined to tyranny, re- 
garded Nervals gentle reign with rapture, and even gav« 
kis embccility (for his humanity was carried too far for 
juftice) the name of benevolence. Upon coming to the 
throne, he folemhly fworc that no fetrator of Rome fljould 
be put to death by his command, during his reign, tho' 
they gave ever fo juft a caufe. Thfs oath he fo rcli- 
gioufly obferved, that when two fen a tors had co^ipired 
Jiis death, he ufed no kind of fcverity againft them ; but 
fendiflrg for them, to let them fee he was not igiioraru; of 
their defigns, he Carried them with him to tbt public 
theatre : there prcfenting each a dagger, he dcfired 
them to ftrike, at he was determined not to ward ofFtht 
tlow. During his Ihort reign he made feveral good 
laws. He particularly prohibited the callration of nfalt 
jihildren ; which had been likcwife condemned by his prc- 
deccffor, but not wholly re^movcd. He put all thofe flavea 
to death who had, during the iaft reign informed again fl 
ihei'r mailers. He permitted no fta^es to be creeled to his 
Jionour, and converted fuch of Domitian's as liad been 
fpared by the fcnatc into monpy. He fold many rich 
robrsi and much of the fplendid furniture of the palace, 
und retrenched feveral unreafonable expences at court. 
At the fame time he had fo little regard for money, that 
ivheix one of his fubjecls found a large treafurc, and 
wrote to the emperor how to di^ofe of it^ he received 
for anfwcr that he might ^fe it ; but the finder ftill in- 
forming the emperor, that it was a fortune too large for 
A private pcrfon, Nerva, admiring his honcfly, wrote 
iiim word that then he might abufe it. 

A life of fuch generofity and mildnefs was not howe- 
ver without its enemies. Vigilius Rufus, who had opj^o- 
fcd him, wa« not only pardoiicd, but made hia colleague 
in the confulfhip. Calpurnius Graffus alfo with feme o- 
thers, formed a confpiracy to dcflroy him ; but he refted 
fetiifi(^ with banifhing thofe who were culpable^ ihougk 
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the lenatc were for infli^ingjnore rigorDUS^uniflinicn^. 
But the moft dangerous iiifurrcd^ion againft his intercftg 
was from the prsctprian hands, who, headed by Gafparius 
Oiiaous, iniifted upon jeveng'tng the late emperor's deaths 
whpfe memory was ftill dear to them from his frequent 
.liberalities. Ncrva^ whofe krhdncfs to good men rendered 
him more obnpxious to the vieiousj^'did all in his power 
to ftop the progrcfs of this infurre^ioai ; he prcfented 
hirafelf to the mutinous Soldiers, and opening his bofom, 
dcfired them to^ftrike there rather than .be guilty of fo 
much injuftice. The foldicrs however paid no regard to 
his r^tnonftrances, but feizing upon Petronius and Par* 
thenius, flew tbem in the moft ignominious manner.-— 
Not content with this^ they even compelled the emperor 
to approve of their (edition, and to make a fpeech to the 
^leop^, in which he thanked the cohorts for their fidelity. 

So difagreeable a conftraint upon the emperor's iacli- 
rations was, in the aid, attended with the moft happy 
effeilsvas it caufed the adoption of Trajan to fuccced 
him. For, perceiving that, in the prefent turbulent dif- 
portion of the times, he ftood ii) need of an aiRftant in 
the empire, fettin^^ afide all his own relationS| he fixed 
upon Ulpius Trajan, an utter ftr«^ger to hiarfamily, who 
was then governor in Upper Germany, as his fucceiTor. 
And in about three months after, having put himfelf 
into a violent pai&on with one Regultft a fenator, he 
was feized 5yith a fever, of which he died, after a fliort 
reign of one year, four months, and nifie days. 

He was the firft foreign emperor who reigned in Rome, 
and juftty reputed a priuce of great generolity and mo* 
derationi> He is alfo cel^tated for his wifdom, though 
with lefs reaijMi, the greateft inftaftce he gave of it dtt-* 
ring his reign being the choice of his fucceffor. 

Trajan's family was originally from Ifaly, tt r o-, 
but he himfelf was born at Seville in Spain, y* rj fj 
Upon beitig informed of the death of Sferva, ^ 

he prepared to return to Rome from Germany, where 
he was governor : and one of the firil leftures he receiv- 
ed upon his arrival was from Pkltarch, the philofopher, 
who had the honour of being his mafter, and is faid to 
have written him a letter to the following purpofe :— 
** Sinec your merits, and not your importunities, have 
^ advanced you to the cnapire, pcr|j||| xa^Sq jpongratu* 
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« late your ^irttics and my own fortune. If y6ur future 
*< goyernnwnt proVe anfwcrablc to your former worth I 
** /hall be happy ; but if you become worfe for powerj 
•« your's will be the danger, and mine the ignominy of 
*' yourcondudl. The errors of the pupil will be charged 
*• upon his inftrudtor. Seneca is reproached for the enor- " 
•' mitics of Nero ; and Socrates and Qjjintillian have 
*' not efcaped ccnfure for the piifcondudl of their rc- 
•* fpcftivc fcholars- But you have it in your powei^ to 
** make me the roofl honoured of men,^, by continuing 
** what you arc. Continue the command of your paffioiis^ 
•' and make virtue the fcop© of ait your anions. If you 
** fbllow thefe intlrud^ions, then will I glory in my haviiijg 
*' prefumed to give them ; if you neglc^ what I offer, 
^* then will this letter be my teftimony that you have n«t 
** erred through the counfel and authority of Plu^rch.V 
I have infcrted this letter, whether genuine or not, be- 
caufc i\ feems to me Well written, and a ftriking pi£lurc 
pf this great philofopher's manner of addreiling that beft 
of princes. 

This good monarch's application to bufinefs, his mo- 
deration to his enetnies, his modefty in exaltation, his 
liberality t« the deferring, and his frugality m his. own 
cxpences^ have all been the fubjedl of panegyi-ic among 
his cotemporaries ; and they continue to be the admira- 
tion of pofterhy. *' 

Upon giving the prsefccl of the prafctorian bands the 
fword, according to cuflom, he made ufe^ of Ikis remark- 
able expreffion : «' Take this fwo^d, and ufc it, if \ hav« 
*• merit for me ; if otberwife, againft ipe." After which 
he added, that he whtJ gave Itws was the fir ft who was 
kound to obfcrve thtm. . ^ - 

The firft war he was engaged in after bis comiag to 
the throne was. with the D^cians, who during-the reign 
of Domitian, had coflimitted nuiiiberlefs ravages upon 
the provinces of the empire. He therefore raHcd a pow- 
erful army, and, with great exlpeditipn marched jnto 
tlioft barbarous countries, where he was vigoroufly op* 
pofed by Decebalus, the*Dacian king, who, for a long- 
time, withftood hisboldeft eftbrts. At length, however, 
this monarch being conftraincd to come to a general 
battle, and no longer able to protrad^ the war, he was 
rouud with great ilaughterj though not without great 
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loCs to the conqucroiis. The Roman fbldws upon this 
occa£ioi\ wanting linen to bind lip their ivounds/the 
emperor tore his own robes to fupply them* ThJs vie* 
tory Compelled the enemy to foe for peace, which they 
obtained upon very dif advantageous terms j their king 
coming into the Roman camp, and acknowledging him'<- 
fclt a vaffal of the Roman empire, 

.Upon Trajan's return, after the ufual triumphji and 
rejoicings upon fuch an occalion were over, he was fur- 
prifed with an account that the Dacians had renewed 
hoftilities. DeccbaJus their king was now therefol'e a 
fecond time adpidged an enemy to the Roman flate) and 
Trajan invaded his dominions with an army equ^I to that 
with which htihad before fubdued him. But Decebalus, 
now grown more cautious by his former defeat,, ufcd 
cveryi^rt to avoid coming to an engagement. He aifo 
pyt various ftratagems in practice to diflreCs the enemy ; 
and at o^je time Trajan hirtfelf,wa8 in danger of being 
flain or taken* He alio took Longinus,one of the Roman 
generals, prifoner, and threatened t^ kill him 'in cafe 
Trajan refafed granting him terms of peace. But the* 
emperor replied, that pea<?c and war l^ad not .their de- 
pendence upon the fafcty of one fi*bje^ only > wherefore 
LoDginu^s Igme time after deftroyed lumfelf by a volun- 
tary death. The fate of this general feemed to give 
new vigour to Trajan's operations. In order to be better 
enabled to invade tjbc enemy's territories at pleafure, he 
undertook a moft. ilupendous wofk, which was no kfs 
than building a bridge acrofs the Danube.' This amazing 
ftrudure, which was built over a deep, broad, and rapid 
river, confifted of more than twenty-two arches, an hun- 
dred and fifty feet high, and an hundred and feventy 
broad : the ruins of this ilnjiflare, which i|g;!riain to this 
day, Qicw modern architeds how far they were furpaffed 
by the ancients, both in the greatncfs and the boldnefs 
of their defigns. Upon finifliing this work, Trajan con- 
tinued thf war with great vigour, fliaring with the mean- 
cdof hfs foldiers the fatigues of the campaign, and con- 
tinually encouraging them to their^duty by his own ex- 
ample. By thefc means, notwithftanding the country 
was fpacious and uncultivated, and the inhabitants brave 
and hardy, he fubdued the whole, and added the king- 
dom of Dacia as a province to the Roman empire* Dc- 
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cebaTus madie {bme attempts to eieape : but being fur- 
rounded on every fide^ he at lafl flctw himfelf, and Jils 
head was fcnt immediately to Rome to Certify his misfor- 
tune there. Thefe fucccffcs fecmcd to advance the em- 
pire to a greater degree of fplendour than it hid hitherto 
acquired* AmbaiTadors were feen to come from the inte- 
rior parts, of India, to congratulate Trajan's fuccefs^and 
befpeak hts friendihip. At bis return to Rome he enter- 
ed jthecity in triumph ; and the reioiciftgs for bis victo- 
ries laQed for the fpac9i)f an hundred and twenty days. 

Having given peace and profperity to the empire, he 
continued his reign, loved, honoured, and almoft addred 
by his ffibjedts. He adorned the city with public boiild- 
ings: be freed Jt from, fuch roenas lived-by their vices; 
he entertained perfons of merit with the utrooft familia- 
rity ; and fo little feared hie enemies, that Iw? could 
fcarccly be induced to fuppofe he had any. ^ 

It had been happy for tWs great prince's n^n^ory, if 
he had fihewn equal clemency to all hisfubje^is ; but%- 
bout the ninth y€ar of his reign, he was pcrfuaded to 
U G 86 ^^^^ ^P^^ ^^^ Chriilians with a fufpigious 
A * T)* ^*'«f« 5 and great Itumbcrs. of them were put 

* ^^^* to death, as well by popular tupiults as by 
cdi£^s and judicial proceedings. Howevci;, the per fee u- 
tion ceafed nfter fome time ; for the emperor having ad- 
vice from Pliny, the proconful in Bitliynla, of the in- 
nocence and Simplicity of the Chriftians, and of their in- 
offenfiye and moral ^ay of living, he. fufpcndcd their 
punifhments. 

During this emperor's reign there was a dreadful in- 
furred\ion of the Jews in all parts of the empire. This 
wretched people, ftill infatuated ^nd ever expci^ing fome 
fignal dclivtrance, took the advantage of';Trajan's ab- 
fcnec in the eaft, in an expedition he had undertaken 
againft the Armenians and Parthians, to maffacre all the 
di-eeks and Romans which they got into their power, 
without reludlance or mercy. This rebellion firft began 
in Gyrene, a Roman province in Africa ; from thence 
the flames extended to Egypt, and next to the ifland of 
Cyprus. Thefe places they in a manner difpeoplcd with 
ungovernably fury. Their barbarities were fuch tbat 
they ate the flefh of their enemies, wore their ikins, faw- 
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•d tjictn afunder, caft them to wild beads, made xhtm 
kill each other, and ftudied new tormems by which to 
deflroy them* Howeverj tbefc cruelties were of no long 
duration; the governors of the refpedive provinces 
making head ag^inft their tumTiltuous fury, fbon treated 
them with a retaliation of cruelty, and put them todcath, 
no: as human beings, but as outyagcous peils to fociety. 
As the Jews had pratlifed their cruelties in Cyprus par- 
ticularly, a law was publicly, enaded, by which it was 
made capital for any Jew to fct foot on the id^iid. . 

During thcfe bloody tianfa<^Ions, Trajan was profc- 
cu ting his fucceffes in the eafti where he carried the Ro- 
man arms farther than they had ever been before: but, 
rcfolving to return once more to Rome, he found himfclf 
too weak to proceed in his ufual manner. He therefore 
ordered himfelf to be carried on fhipboard to the city^ot 
Saltti^ia, where he died of the apoplexy, ha- * ^ 
ving been attacked by that diforderonce be- -^•^^^l?^ 
fore in the iixty- third year of his age, after "a reign of 
nineteen years, ihc months, and fifteen days, 

Adrian, who was nephe^ to Trajan, was adopted to 
fucceed in the empire, and cle<Sted by all orders of tli« 
ftate, though abfent from Rome, feeing then at Antioch, 
as general of the forcts in the eaft. ^ 

Upon his election, he began to pnrfue a courfe quite 
oppofitc to that of his ])redeceffor, taking every method 
of declining war, and promoting the arts of peace. He 
T¥as quite fatisfied with prefcrving the ancient limits of 
the empire, and feemed no way ambitiot2s of cxtenfivc 
conquefl. ' 

AdHan was one of the moft remarkable of the Roman 
emperors for the variety of his endowments; he was high- 
ly flcilful in all the accomplifliments both of body and 
min^l ; he compofed, with great beauty, 'both in- profc 
and verfc ; he pleaded at the bar, and was one of the heft 
orators of his time: nor were his moral virtues lefsthan 
his accomplifhmentS. His moderation .and clemency ap- 
peared by pardoning' the injuries which he had received 
when he was yet but a private man. One day, meeting 
a perfon who had formerly been his moft inveterate ene- 
my, " my good friend," critd he, ^' you have efcrped, 
** for I am made emperor." He was affublc to his friends, 
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d gentle to pcrfons of meaner Nations ; he relieved 
cir wants, and vifued them in ficknefs ; it being his 
nftant maxim, '-that he was an emperor, not elected 
r his own good, but for the benefit of 'mankind. 
Thefc were his virtues, which were coptraflcd by a 
ange mixture of vices; or, to fay the truth, he wanted 
ength of mind to preferve hi# general re6\itude of cba- 
£ler without deviation* 

He was fcarce fettled on the throne when feycral of 
e northern barbarians, the Alant, the Scrmi^t ans, and 
e Dacians, began to make devaftations on the empire.- 
lefe hardy nations, who now found the way to con^uerj 
iffuing from their fbrefts, and then retiring upon tb« 
proach of a fuperior force qpp.o ling them, began to be 
ily formidable to Rome. Adrian had thoughts of con- 
idling the limits of the empire, by giving up fome of 
e moil remote and Icaft defenfible provinces 5 b»t io. 
is he was over-ruled by 4118 friends, who wrongly iroa- 
ned that an extenfive frbntier would intimidate an in« 
ding enemy. But though he complied with their re- 
onftrancci^ he broke down the bridge over the Danube 
iiich his predecelTor had built, fenfible that the famtf 
ffage which was open to him was equally convenient 
the incurfibns of bis barbarous neighbours. 
Having flaid a (hprt time at Rome, fpAs to fee that 
I things were regulated andeftabliflied for the fafety of 
e public^ he prepared to vifit, and take a view of hia 
hole empire. .It was one of His maxims, that an cmpe-i 
r ought to imitate the fun, which diffu fed "Warinth and. 
fjour over all part* of the earth* He therefore took 
ith him a fplendid court, and a .confidejable forCfc, and 
tered the province of Gattl, where he numbered all the 
habitants. Prom Gaul he went into Germany, from 
cnce to Hailand, and then paffed over into Britain 5 
tre reformifig many abufcsj and reconciling the natives 
the Romans. For the ^tter fecurity of the foiitherli 
rts of the kingijoro, he built a wall of wood and earth, 
[tending from the river Eden in Ciimberland to the Tyne 
Northumberland, to prevent the incurfion,s of the ti6ls 
4 other barbarous nations to the north. From Britain 
turning through Gaul, hediredled his journey to Spain, 
tiere he was received with great joy, as being a native 
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of tfeat country. There, wintering in the city of Tar* 
ragona, he called a meeting of al^the deputies from the 
provinces, and ordained many things for the benefit of tlip 
nation, ^rom Spain, returning to Rome, he continued 
there" for fome time in order to pxcpare^for his journey in^ 
to the eaft, which washaf|cned by antwinvafion of thp 
Tarthians'. His approach compelling tjie enemy to peace, 
he purfued bis tray els, without inoleftation. Arriving in 
Aiia Minor, he turned out of his way to vifit the famous 
city of Athens, There, mating a conCderabie ftay, be 
was initiated into the' JElenfmian myTlcries, which "Were 
aceountcdk moft facred in the Pagan nJythology, and 
took upon him the 6ffice of archon or chief magiltraite of 
the pjace. In this place alfo he «emitte8"the fcverity of 
the Chriftiaif perfccution at the reprcferitmtion of Grani- 
?nus, the pro-conful ef Afia, who reprefentcd the people 
of that perfuafion as no way culpable; He was even fo 
far reconciled to them as to thi»k of receiving Gbri ft a- 
mong the number of the gods. After a winter'scontinu- 
ance at Athens he went over into Sicily, and vifted Mt^ 
na, and the other curiofities of the place. Returning from 
thence once more, to Rome, after a flioft ftay he prepared 
(hips, and crofTcc^- over int6 Africa. There he fpent 
much time in regulating abufes, and reforming the govern- 
ment ; in deciding con trovcrfies, and crc£ting magnifi- 
cent buildings. Among the reft," he ordered Carthage 
to be rebuilt, calling it after his own name, Adrianople. 
Again returning to Rome, where he ftayed but a very 
little time, he travelled'^ai fecond time into Greece, paff- 
cd over into Afia Minor ; from thence went into Syria, 
gave laws and inftru£lions to all the neighbouring kings, 
vhom he invited to come and confult with him ; he then 
entered Palefline, Arabia, and Egypt^ where he caufed 
Pompey's tomb, that had been long negledtcd and aim oft 
covered with fand, to oe renewed and beautified. He 
alfo gave orders for the rebuilding of Jcrufalem, which 
'was performed with great* expcditi6n by the a ffift ance * 
of the Je^rs, who now began to coriceive hopes of being 
reftored to their long loft" kingdom. But thcfe expedla^ 
tions only ferved to aggravate their calamites ; for be- 
ing incenfed at the privileges which were granted the 
Pagan worfliippers in their new city, they fell upon the 
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Roman* and Chriftiant that were difpcrfcd ,througbo«t 
J,udea, and unmercifully put them all to the fword. Ad- 
rian was at Athens vfh^n this dangerous mrurreflion be- 
gan^ wherefore, fending a powerful body of men tinder 
the ccflnmand of Julius Severus agatoH them^ this gene* 
ral obtained many (Igrial though bloody -viftorics over 
the infurgents. The wajr. w^s concluded in two years^ by 
thQ demolition, of above a tfaoufand of their beft towns, 
and the deftruAion of aciir fix hundred thoufand men 
in battle. 

He then banifhcd all th&fc who remained out of Judea ; 
and by a public decree forbade uny to come '^g^ithin view 
of their native ibil. This infurre<Slion was fpon after 
followed by a €anger»us irruption of the barbarous na- 
tions to the northward of the empire, T«bo, entering 
Media with great fury, and pa fling through Armenia, 
carried their devaftations as far as Cappadocia. ifdriaji 
preferring peace upon any terms to an unprofitable war, 
bought them.oflf by large fums of money ; fo that they 
returned peaceably into their native wilds to enjoy their 
plunder, and meditate frclk invafions. 

Having fpent thirteen years in travelling tlyough his 
dominions, and reforming the abufes qf the empire, be at 
hft refolved to return and end ail his fatigues at Rome. 
Nothing could be more grateful to the people^than his rc- 
folution of coming torcfidc for the reft of his days among 
them; they received him with the loudeft dcmonftrationa 
of joy; and though he now began to grow old and un- 
wieldy, he remitted not the. leaft of his former afliduity 
and appllcatioii to the public welfare. His chief amufe- 
mcjjt was. in converfing with the mod celebrated men *n 
every art and fcience^frequently boafting tljat he thought 
no kind of knowledge inconfiderable, or to b<* ncgleded 
cither in*hi$' private or public capacity. Adrian was fo 
fond of literary ifame, that, w^ are told, he wrote his 
own life, and afterwards gave Lt to his fcrvinisto publifh 
under their names** But wlwiever might have been his 
wcaknefs in aiming at univer/al reputation,, he was in 
no part of his reign remifs in attending the duties of his 
exalted -ftatjon. He ordered the knights and fenators ne.- 
yer to appear in public but in the propev-habits of their 
©rders. He forbade mafters to kill their flavcs, as had 
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beett before allowed, but ordained that they fiiould be 
fried,by the laws enaded againft capital offences. A^^w 
fo juft, had he done nothing more, dcfervcd to have ea- 
fured hi$ reputation with pofterity, and to have.mude 
him Aear to mankind. He ftiil further extended the leni-' 
ty of the laws to thofe unhappy men who hadbccn long 
thought too mean for juftice, .If. a mafler^'was found 
.killed in his houfe, he would not allow all his flaves ^o 
he put to the torture as formerly, but only fuch ^s might 
"have perceived or prevented ^e murder* ; 

Jo fuch employments he confumcd the great^ft part of 
his time ; bpt at hft, fiading the duties ©f his fiation dai- 
ly incrcafiog, and his own ftrcngth proportionally upon^ 
the decline, he refolvcd upon adopting a fuccelTor. Mar- 
cus Antoninus, afterwards furOamcd the Pious, was th^ 
pcrfon be pitched upon; but preyioiifly obliged him to a- 
dopt two others^ namely, Marcus AureMus, and Lucius 
Verus, all of whom jift^rwards fuccecdcd ia the empire* 

While he was thus careful in appointing a fucctlTor, 
his bodily taiirrtilties becamp fo infupportable'that he ve- 
Jicmenjjy dcjircd fojjie of his attendants would difpatch 
him. Antoninus, however, would by niJ means permit 
any of his domcftics to be guilty of fo great an impiety, 
but ufed all the arts in his power to reconcile the emperor 
,to fuftain life. His pains i lu: re aiing. every day, he was 
frequently heard to cry ouc, " How miferable a thing it 
<'iij to feek death and ndt to find it t*' In this deplorable 
exigence he refolved on going to Baise, where the tortures 
of his difcafe incrcafing, they aff?rftcd his undcrftanding. 
Continuing for fpme time in thcfe excruciating circum- 
Aanccs, he was at laft refolved to obferve no regimen, 
,often fayigg that kings died merely by the multitude of 
their phyGcia^s, This condud ferved to haften that death 
he feemed fo ardently to defire ; and it was probably jcgf 
upon its approach w^hlch dilated the celebrated ftanzts 
which are fo ♦ell known, and in repeating which he ex- 
pired, in the fixty-fecond year of bis age, after a prof- 
pcrous reign of twenty-one years and eleven months. 

Titus AntoniAjas, his fucccffor, was born in*y ^ ^ 
the city of Nifm«» in Gau!. His father was • a ' t>* «* 
^oblcman of an ancient family that had enjoy* ^'^'^^ 

X 
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ed tbe higbeft honours of the fttie. At the tine of his 
fuccced'mg to the throne he was about fiftf years ojd, 
and had pafTed throttgh'inaAy of the moft important of- 
fees of the ftate with great integrity and application-^ 
His Tirtues in private life were no way inpaired.by ex- 
altation, as he fhewed himfelf one of the moft eStellent 
princes for jufticc, clemency and moderation^ His morals 
were fo pure that he was ufually cojnpared to Kuma,' 
and was furnamed the Pious, both for bis tendernefs to 
his'prcdeceffor Adrian when dying, and his particular 
attachment to the religion of his^ country. 

He was an eminent rewarder of learned men^to whom 
be gave large penfions and great honours, drawing them 

f from all parts of the world. Among the' reft, *he fent for 
AppoIIonius,.the famous ftolc philofophcr, to inflmft his 
adopted fon Marcus Aurelius, whom he had previoufly 
jXHirried to his daughter. Appollonius being arrived at 
Rome, the emperor defired his attendance, but the other 
arrogantly anjwcred. That it was the fipholar^^s duty to 

' wilt upon the mafter, and not the mafter's upon tbe fcfao- 
lar. To this reply Antoninus only returned with a fmile, 
" That it was |urpri(ing how Appollonius, who made no 
•• difficulty of coming from Greece to Rome, (hould think 
" it fo hard to walk from one part of Rome to another,'* 
and immediately fent Marcus Aurelius to him. /While the 
good emperor was thus employed in making mankind 
happy, in dircAing-their conduft by bis own example or 
reproYing their follies with the keenncfs of rebuke, he 
iwas feized with a viblcnt fever at Lorium, a pleafore^ 
houfe at fome diftancc from Rome; where,, finding him- 
felf feoiibly decaying, he ordered his friends and -principal 
officers to attend him. In their prefence he confiiijned 
the adoption of Marcus Aurelius, without once naming 
Lucius Verus, "Who had been joined by Adrian with him 
in the fucceffion ; then'commanding the golden ftatue of 
Fortirae, which was always in the chambers of the empe- 
rors, to be removed to that of his fucceffor, he expired 
in the feventy -fifth year of his age, after a profperoui 
reign of twenty-two years, and almoft eight months. 
XI r » Marcus Aurelius, though left fole fucceflbr 
j/r^ ^* to the throne, took Lucius Verus as his affo- 
** ci»t9 and equal in governing the ftatCt Aure^ 
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litts was the foft of AaIus VcruS| of an tncieot and il« 
luflrious family^) which claimed itr original from Numa* 
Lucius Verus was the fan of Commodus, wlio had been 
adopted by Adrian) btft died before he fucceeded to the 
throne. Aurelius was remarkable for his virtues and 
accomplKhments, as his partner in the empire was for hi« * 
ungovernable paiSons and debauched morals* The one 
was an example of the greated goodnels and wiCioni} 
the other of ignorance, floth, and extravggance. 
- The two emperors had been fcarce fettled on the throne 
When the empire fecmed attacked on every fide from the 
barbarous nations by which it was furrounded. The.Cati 
invaded Germany and Rhaetla, ravaging all with fire and 
fword ; but Were after fome time repelled by Viftorinus. 
The Britains likewife revolted, but were repreffcd by. 
Calif urnius. But the Parthians, under their kingVolo* 
gefus, made an irruption ftill more dreadful than either 
of the former, deftroying the Roman legions in Arme- 
fiiaj then entering Syria and driving outthe Roman go* 
vernor, and filling the whole country with terror and 
confulion. In order to flop the progrcfs of this barbar- 
jOUs irruption, Virus himfclf went in perfon, being ac- 
companied by Aurelius part of the way. 

Verus, upon entering Antiocb, gave an indulgence to 
every appetite, without attending to the fatigues^ of war, 
rioting in excefles) unknown even to the voluptuous 
Greeks, leaving all the glory of the field to his lieute- 
nants who were fent to reprcfs the enemy. Thefe, how» 
«ver, fought with great fuccefs ; Statins Prifcus took Ar* 
tazata ; Martius put Vologefus \o fiight, took Seleuciaj 
pliV^dered and burnt Babylon and Ctefiphon, and demo* 
liflied the magnificent palace of the kings of Parthia. In 
a conrfe of four years, during which the war continued, 
the Ro^nans entered far into the Parthian country, and 
entirely fubdued it ; but, upon their return, their army 
•was wafted to lefs than half its former number by pcfti* 
lence and famine. However, this was no impediment to 
the vanity of Verus, who refolvcd to enjoy the honours of 
a triumph fo hardly earned by others. Wherefore, hav- 
ing appointed a king ovef theArmdnians, and finding the 
Parthians entirely fubdued, he affumcd the titles of Ar- 
menicui and Parthicus, and then returned to Rome to 

.y,..u.y Google . 
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partake of a triumph with Aorelius, wHcli was a«cord« 
ingly folemnized with great pomp and fplendor. 

During the courfe of this expeditioD, which continued 
for fome years^ Aureliui was feduloufly intent upon dif* 
%ributing juftice and hippinefs to his fubjecls at home. 
He firft applied himfclf to the regulation of public affairs, 
and to the correcting fach faults as he found in the laws 
and policy of the flate. In this endeavour. he (hewed a 
fingular refpedl for thcfcnate, often permitting them to 
determine without appeal ; fo that the commonwealth 
fcemed in a manner once more revived under his equit- 
able adminiftration. Befidcs, fuch was his application to 
bufinefs, that he often employed ten days together upon 
the fame fubjeft, maturely confidering it on all fides, and 
fcldoTO departing from the fenate-hbufe till night coming 
on the affembly was difmilTed by' the conful. But while 
thus gloriouCy occupied, he was daily mortified with ac* 
counts of the enormities of his colleague, being repeated- 
ly alTured of his vanity, lewdnefs, and extravagance.-— 
However, feigning himfclf ignorant of thcfc exccffcs, he 
judged marriage to be the bcft method of reclaiming .him, 
sind therefore fent him his daughter Lucilla, a woman of 
great beauty, .whom Veriis .married at Antioch. But e- ' 
ven this was fouild inefre(^'ual r Lucilla proved of a dif- 
pofition very unlike her father, and inflead of corredling 
her hulband's extravagancies, only contributed to en- 
flame them'. Yet Aurelius ftill hoped that upon the re- 
turn of Verus to Rome his prefence would keep him in 
awe, and that happinefs would at length be reftorcd to 
the ftate. But in this al^ he was difapppinted. His re- 
turn only feemed fatal to the empire ; for his avmy car- 
ried back the plague from Parthia, and diflcminatcd the 
infe£lion into all the provinces through which it paffed^ 

Nothing could exceed the miferablc (late of the empire 
(hortly after the retui^n of Verus. In this horrid pid^ure 
was reprcfented ane'mperor, unawed. by example, .or the 
calamities furrounding him, giving way to unheard of 
debaucheries. A raging ptftilence fpreading terror and 
defolation through all parts of the weflern world ; earth- 
quakes, famines, and inundations, Xuch as had never be- 
fore happened; the products of the earth throughout all 
Italy devoured by locufts; all the barbarous nations fur- 
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rotitldifig the empire, the Gcrman«,^tbe SaT9iatitn^,^]ie 
jC^adiy and the Marcomannl, taking advantage of its va- 
rious calamities, and making their irnip^tions even into 
Italy itfclf. The pricfti doing all they could to pfut a 
flop to the mifcncs of the ftatc, by attempting to aj^afe 
the gods; vowing and offering numi»erlela iacrlfices : ee* 
lebrating all the facpcd ritc3 that had ever been known 
in Rome } and exkribiting the fol^mnity called Ledifler- 
nia, feveft days together. To crown the whole, thefe 
enthufiafts, not fatisEed with.^he impending calamities, 
making new, by afcribing the diftre (Tes of the ftate to the 
impieties of thechriftkns alone : fo that a violent perfe- 
cution was feen feigning hi all parts of the empire, in 
which JufVln Martyr, St, Polycarp, bifhop of Smyrna, 
and an infinVte ntimber of others, fuJTered martyrdom* 

In this fcene of univerfal tunnilt, defolation, and dif- 
trefsy there was nothing left but the virtues and the wif. 
doro of one man alone to rcftore to tranquility and bring 
back happinefs to the empire. Aurelius began his en-* 
dcavours by marching againfl the Marcomanni and (^a- 
di, taking Verus with him, who reluAantly left the fen- » 
/uar delights of Rome for the fatigues of a camp* They 
came up with the Marcomafiiiii near the city of A^ileia, 
and after a furious engagement routed their- whole ar* 
my : then purfuing them acrofs the Alps, 6vcrcame them 
in fcveraF contefts, and at lalti entirely defeat-^ ^ 
tng them, returtied into Italy without any ^on- . *^* ^^ 
{Tderable lofs* As the winter waa far advan- ' '^ ?• 
ctAf Verus was determined upon going from Aquileia 
to R6me,''in which journey he was feiaed with an apo- 
plexy, which put an end to his life, being thirty-nine 
year4 old, having^eigned in conjun^ion with Aarehtt# 
nine* Aurelius, who had hitherto fudained the fatigues 
of governing not only an empire huf, his colleague, be* 
ing left to himfelf, began to ad with greater diiigencje, 
and more vigour than ever* 

After having fubdued the Marcomanni j a barbarous 
people that had made inroads upon the empire, he fe* 
turned to Rome, where he began his ufual endeavours^ 
to benefit mankind by a farther reforsnationof the inter* 
naf policy of the ftate* 

But bts good endeavours were foon tpterraptfd bf$^ 
X z .,......,_ — ^.. 
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renewal of tlu former wars, in one of the engagementf 
of which he is Xaid to have been miraculouily relieved^ 
when his army was perifhing vith thtrft, by the prayers 
of a chridian legion Which had been levied in his fervice* 
For^ at that dreadful jun^ure, and juft as the' barbanans 
were ready to fail upon thcid, we are affurcd) there fell 
fuch a {hower of rain as inftantly refrelhed the fainting 
arnry. The fdldiers were feen holding^heir months and 
their helmets up to heaven, and receiving the water which 
came fo wonderfully to their relief* The, fame clouda 
alfo which fervcd for their refcue^ at the fame time dif- 
charged fuch a terrible ftorm of h^il, accompanied with 
thuivder^ againll the enemy, as ailoniiied and confound- 
e4 them. By this uutobked for aid, the Romsins, reco« 
vering ilrength and courage^ once more turti'ed itpoa 
their purfuers, and cut them in pieces. 

. Such are the circumftances of an ^^ngagement, >4c« 
knowledged by Pagan as well as Chriftian writers, only 
with this difference, that the latter afcribe the viftory to 
their own, the former to the prayers of their emperori* 
However this be, Aureliu^ feemed fo fenftblc of mira-^. 
cnlous affidance, that, he immediately relaxed the per- 
fecutioR^ agaiflft the Chriftians,^ and Vf rote to the. fenato 
in favour of tberr religion* 

This good emperor having at a time dcte^ed one A-* 
iridius in a confpiracy againft him, and gencroufly grant- 
ing him his pardon, fome who were near his. pcrfon took 
the liberty to blame bi» condudk, telling him that Avi- 
dius voifld' not have been jTo geiierous had he had been . 
conqueror. To this the emperor replied in tbis? fublime 
manner, *' I never fetved the gods fo ill, or reigned fo 
*'* irregularly, as to. fear Avidhis could ever be conque- 
^«ror»" 

• He ufually called pfcilofophy his ipother, in oppofition 
to the court,, which be conlidercd as his ftcpmothcr* He 
alfo was frequently heard to fay, "that the people were 
**;happy whofe philofophcrs wepe kings, or whofe kings 
*i were pjiilofophers." He in faft was one of the mod 
confxderable men then in being ; and though he had been. 
bpjh, in the meaneik .ilatipn, his merits as a writer, as 
his works remain to this day, woiuld have infured im- 
2iM)ruaiijr^ . , . 
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" Having thii$ fcft<^cd p^fperity to hia fubjcfta, and 
peace t^ mankind, news wa« brought hi m that the Scy-* 
thians and barbarous nations of the i^prth were up in arms 
a9d invading the empire. He once nj ore/ therefore, re- 
Mved to expofe his aged pcrfon in tho defence of hi* 
country, and ipadQ fpeedy gr«{)arations to pppofe them*. 
He went to the fcnate, fo^ the fir^ -tin^e,- and defired to 
have iTlon^y out of the public treafury* He- then fpcnt 
three whole days in giving tjbe people le£lu res, .by which 
they might isegulate their lives y and, having finifhed 
his le^iire«^. departed vpon his expedition, amidd the 
prayers and Umcatations^of all his fubje^is. It was up- 
oa going to open his third campaign that he was fcized 
with the plague at Vienna, .whiph (lopped the progrefs of . 
hi&fuccefs. Nothing, however^ cpuild aba^e his defire of 
being beneficial to aaankind ; his fears for the youth and 
unprdmifing difpofition of Commodus his fon and fuc- 
ceffor feemed to give hiip great uneafincfs ; wherefore 
he addreffed hi* friends and thp principal officers that 
were gathered round his bed, telling them that as his fon, 
wais nbw going to lo& a, father,, he h6ped he Ihould find 
many fathers in them* As he, was thus fpcaking, , he. 
was feized with a weakftefswhiehdoppcdhis utterance, 
and which brought him to his end the day following.--* 
He died in the fifty-ninth year of his age, having reign- 
ed nineteen years and fome days ; and it feemed as if 
the wtiole glory and profperity of the Roman empire 
died with this greateft of the Roman emperors, 

* . G H,A P. XXIV. 

from Comntodus t9 tbt -transferring the seat of the emm 
ptrc under Con^tantine from Rome t9 Bjzantium* 

[U. G. 933. A.l>. i8o.] 

X HE merits of Aureliu* procured Commodas an 
cafy acccfiion to the ► throne. He was acktiowledged 
emperor firft by the army, then by the fenate and peo- 
ple, ,aiid (hortly after by all thfe provinces* 

, His whole reign is but a tiffue of wantonnefs and fol- 
!y,crttclty and injufti<;e, rapacity a»d corruption, Xhere 
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it fo ftrong a fimilitttde betwe^ his conduA tnd that of 
DomitiaJi, that t reader might be apt t« ioiagiae he wai 
going over the faro« reign. 

He went with hit affociatet to tarcms and brotheU ; 
fpent th« day ki feafting, and the Bight in the moft abo* 
minable luxuries, having no left than three^ hundred fe- 
maleS) and at many males, fWr deteftable purpofes. He 
committed inceA, as Caligula did^ with all hit fiftcFs— « 
He fometimet went about tbe markets in « frolic with 
fmall waret as a petty chapman ; iometimes he imitated 
a horfe courfer, and at other times drove bit own thariot 
in a {lavc*s habit, while thofc he chieHy promoted re- 
fembled himfelf, being the companions •£ his pleafam 
or the minifters of hit craelty. 

If any perfoti dcfired to be revenged on an cnicray, by 
bargaining with Commodns for afum of money he w^t * 
permitted to defVroy him in fuch a manner as he thought 
proper. He commanded a perfon to be caft to the wild 
beaHs for reading the life of Galignla in Saetomus. He 
ordered another to be thrown in a burning furnace for 
accidentally overheating his bath. He would Sometimes, 
when he was in a good humour, cot off men's nofss un- 
der a pretence of fhaving their bearda ; and yet he wat 
bimfcif fo Jealous of all mankind that he was obliged to 
be his own barben 

At length, upon the feaft of Janus, rcfolving to fence 
naked before the people as a common gladiatctr, three of 
his friends remonftrated to him upon the indecency of fuch 
a behaviour. Thcfc were Lsetus, his general, Ele£lus, 
his chamberlain, and Mafcia^a concubine, of yliom he 
always appeared exceiSvely fond. Their advice was at- 
tcttdcd with no other effeft than that of incenfing him a- 
gainft them, and inciting him to refolve upon their dc« 
ftru£^ion. It was his method, like that of Domitian, to 
fet down the names of all fuch as he intended to put to 
death, in a roll which he carefully kept by him. How- 
ever, at this time, happening to lay the roll oir his bed 
while he was bathing in another room, it wa» taken up 
by a little boy whom he paffionately loved. The child^ 
after playing with it for fome time, brought it to Marcia^ 
who was inftantly alarmed at the contents. She immedi* 
atelydifcovcred her terrors to Lietiift atud Bledtos, yfho 
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perceiving their djingeroua fit\nyi»n, inftatitly rcfolTcd 
the tyrant's death* After fome deliberation it was a- 
greed upon to difpatch hini hj p(>ifon ; but this not fuc* 
ceedingj Marcia baftily introduced a young roan called 
Karciffus, and prevailed upon hioi to affiftvin Wrangling 
the tyrant. . Commodus died in the thirty-Erft year of 
his age, after an impious reigii of twelve years aad nin* 
months. < 

The fecrecy and expedition with which Com- ^ p ^ 
niodus was affalEnated were fych that few were . ' ^* ^^V 
at that time acquainted with the real circum- * * ^ ^ 
fiances of his death* His body was wrapped up as a 
bale of ufelcfs furniturcj and carried through tjic g«ards, 
moft ot whom were cither dntnk or ailecp. 

Previous to the affaflination, the confpirators had fixed 
upon a fucceffor. , Helvius Pcrtinax, whofe virtues and 
courage, rendered him worthy of the moft exalted ftation, 
and who had paffed through many changes of fortune, 
was fixed upon to fuccecd him; when, therefore, th« 
confpirators repairc-d to his houfc to falute him emperor, 
he confxdered their arrival as a cpnnnand from the cmpe* 
ror Commodus for his death. Upon Lsetus entering bis 
apartment, Pertinax, without any fhe^v of fear, cried out, 
That for many days he had expecled. to end his life in 
that manner, wondering that the temper or had deferred 
it fo long. However, he was not a little furprlfed when 
informed of the .real caufe of their viiit ; and being 
ft'rongly urged to accept of the empire, he at laft com- 
plied with their offer. 

. Being carried to th« camp, Pertinax was proclaimed 
emperor, and foon after the citizcnjs and fcnate confen- , 
ted ; the joy at the eIe£lion of their new fovcreign being 
fcarce equal to that for the death of their tyrant.' They 
then pronounced Commodus a parricide, an enemy to ' 
the gods, his country, and all mankind, and commanded 
that his corpfe fliould rot upon a dungfailU In the mean 
time, they faluted Pertinax, as emperor andC«far, with > 
numerous acclamations, an^ chearfully toolc the oaths , 
of obedience. The provinccLS fopn. after followed- th€^ 
«xamplo of Rome ; fo that ht begaa his. reign with uni- ; 
verfal fati^faaion to thfe Whoje cropir? ill. the fixty*eigj|!tiii 
year of his age. ,. 
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Nothing cduld exceed the JHdice and wirdom of this 
tnonarch'f rei^^a the fhort time it continued. But th^ 
pretorian foldiert, whofe Qiainnert he bad attempted to 
reform, having been long corrupted by the indulgence 
and profufion of their fermer monarch, began to bate 
him fbr the parfimony and difcipfine he had introduced 
among them* They therefore relbWed to dethrone him ; 
and accordingly, in a tumultuous manneir, inarched 
through the ftreett of Rome, entered his palace without 
oppofition, where a Tnngrisn foldier flriick him dead 
with a blow of hit launce. From the number of hit ad» 
ventures, he wa» called the Tennis ball of Fortune ; 
and ceruiiUy nom^^ ever experienced fucba variety of 
Ctuationar with fo blamelftfs a charaAer. He reigned 
but three months* 

U C c '1'*'^^<^J'»^'^^*^''*K*^®"*»^*'^^*^*»^ outrage, 
AD made proclamation that they would fcU the 

.' * ^ * empire to whoever would purchafe it at the 
higheft priee» In confequence of this proclamation, two 
bidders were founds namely, Sulpician and Diditts. The 
former, a confular perfon, prisfeft of the city, and f on- 
in-law to the late emperor Pertinajc* The ktter, a con. 
fularpcrfon like wife, a great lawyer, and the wealthicft 
man in the city. Sulpician had rather proraifes than 
treafurea to beriow. The offers of Didins, who produ- 
ccd immenfe fumt of ready money prevailed^ He was 
rcccii^ed into the camp, and the fotdiers inft^intly fwore 
to obey him as emperor. 

Upon being condu€led to the fenatc-houfe, he addrcff- 
ed the few fenators that were prcfcnt in a very laconic 
fpeech. ** Fathers, yo« want an emperor, and I am the 
<* itteft pcribn you can chufc." The choice of the fol- 
dicrs was confirmed by the' fenate, and Didins was ac- 
knowledged eniperof, now in the fifty-fevcnth year of 
his age, 

it Ibould fecm, by tbis weak monarch's condu^ when 
fcated on the throne, that he thonght the government of 
an empire raiher a pleafure than a toil. Inftead of at- 
tempting to gain the hearts of his fubje6\s, he gave him- 
felf up to eafc and inaftilrfty, utterly regardlefs cf the. 
d!»#s of his ftationt iie was mild and gentle indeed, 
neither injuring any nor expelling to be injured. But 
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Ihat tTftnce, by which he became opulent, {lill fptioMre4 
* bim in his exaltation ; fo that the 'very folders who e- 
Icded him loon began to detcfl him for thofc qualities 
fo veiy oppofite to a military charad^cr. The people 
alfo| againii whofe confent he was chofen, were not lefs 
bis enemies. Whenever he iffued from his palace they 
openly poured forth their imprecations againfi hi«i) cty- 
ing out that he^wasa thief, and had flolen the empire* 
Didius, however, in the true fpiritof a trader, patiently 
tore all their repfogch, foroetiriics beckoning to them 
with fmiles to approach him, and teilifying his regard 
by every kind of fubmi£on» - 

Soon after, Seyerus, an African by birth, being pro- 
<Uime<l by bis aimy, began by promiiing to revenge the 
death of Pertinax* 

DidiuS, upon being informed of his approach towards 
Ho-ue^ obtained the cotifent of the fenate to fend him 
ambafiadors, ofiering to. make him^ a partner in tbe em- 
pire. But Seve rut reje^cd this offer, confcious of his 
own.ftrcttgth, and of the weakncfsof the propofcr. The 
fenate foon appeared of the fame fentiments ; and per- 
ceiving the timidity and weaknefs of tbeirprcf^nt maf- 
ter, abandoned him* Being called together, a^was for- 
igjerly pra^lifed in the times of the commonwcalih, by 
the confuls, they unanimoufly decreed that Didius Oiould 
he deprived of the empire, and that Scverus fhould be 
proclaimed in his (lead. They Commanded Didius to hii 
(lain, and fent mefTengert for this purpofe to the palace, 
-where they found him di farmed, and difpatcbed him, 
among a few friends that ftlll adhered to his hucrefl, 

Severn^ having overcome Niger and Albinusi who 
were his competitors for the empire, undertook next the 
reins of government, xinitin^ great vigour with the moil 
rejBned policy ; yet his African cunning, for he was a 
native of Africa, was ifeafidered as a particular dcfcfl 
in him. He is celebrated for bis wit^ learning, and pru* 
demce, bat equally blamed for perfidy and cruelty. In 
Ifaort, be feemed equally capably of the greateft ads of 
virtue and the moft bloody {evcjitiei. 

Upon his return to Rome he loaded his foldiers with 

rewards and honours, giving them fucb privileges a« 

j^Qtrengthened his own ^ower^ while they deftroyed that 
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of the ftatc. For the foldicrs, who had hitherto lliciy- 
cd the -ftrongeft inclinations to an abufc of powcrf were 
«ow made arbiters of the fate of Emperors. 

Being thus fccurc of his army, he refolved to give way 
to his natural turn for .conqucfl, and to oppofe his arms 
againft the Parthians, who were then iiiyading the fron- ' 
tiers of the empire. Having therefore prcyioufly given 
the government of domcftic policy to one Plautian, a 
particular favorite, to whofc daughter he xnarriird his foil 
Caracalla, he fct out for the caft,and profi^cuted the war 
with hi» ufual expedition aiid fuccefs* He forced fiib- 
raiflion from the kingof Arinenia, deftroycdfeveral cities 
in Arabia Felix, landed on the Parthian coafls, todk ai)d 
plundered the famous city of Ctcfiphon, matched back, 
through Pile {line and Egypt, and at length returned to 
Rome in triumph. 

During thisinterval, Pljiutian, who was left to oiredt 
the affairs of Rome, began to think of afpiring to the^rq- 
pire himfclf* Upon thejemperbr*s return he cinployeda 
tribune of the prxtorian cohorts, of "which he was the 
commander, lO affaflinate him, as Hkewife his fon CJara- 
calla. The tribune informed Sevcrus of his favourite's 
treachery. He at firft received it as an improbable' Ho- 
ry, and as the artifice of one 'who envied his favorirc's 
fortune. However he was' at lafl' perfuaded to ■permit 
the tribune to condndl Plautiari to the emperor^s apart- 
ments, to be a teftimony agaittft hinifelf* "With' this in- 
tent the tribune went andamuCcd him with a ^(jtendcd 
account of his kilting the emperor and his fon; dcfiring 
him, if he thought fit tp fee him dead, to go vmh him 
to the palace. As Plautian ardently deCred their deaths 
he readily gave credit to his relation ; aiid following the 
tribune, was conducted at midnight into the innermofl 
rccefTcs. But what muft have been his difappointment, 
when, inftcad of finding. the emperor lying dead as he 
expeded, he behdid the room' lighted up with torchet, 
and Severus, furrounded by his friends, prepared in array 
to receive him. Being afked by the erRpcror, with a fttra 
countenance, what'had brought him there at that unfea- 
fonablc time ; he was at firft utterly confounded, and not 
knowing what excufe to make, he ingenioufly confeffed 
tihc whole, intrejktlng forgirenefs for what he had iatea* 
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ded. The cmpcrar feemcd inclined to pardon ; but Cara* 
cailla, kis fon, who, from the earlicft age, (hewed a difpofi- 
tion to crueltf , with his fword ran him throifgh the body, 
^Aftfer this he fpent a cosfiderabie tiiiie in vifiting fome 
cilies in Italy, permittirtg none of his officers to feil pla- 
ces of truft or dignity, and diftributing jufticc with the 
ftrlfteft impartiality. He then undertook an expedition 
into Britain, where the Romans were in danger of being 
deOiroyed) or compelled to fly the province. Wherefore, 
after appointing his two foffs, Caracalla and Gets, joint 
facceffors in the empire, an4 taking them with him, he 
latided in Britain, to the great terror of foch at had draws 
dowii his refentment. Upon his progrefs into the conn* 
try he left His fon Geta in the fouthern partof the pro- 
vince, whifch had continued in obedience, and marched 
with his fon Caracalla againft the Caledonians. In this 
expedition his army fufiered prodigious hardfliips in pur- 
fuing^tke enemy ; they were obliged to hew their way- 
through intrieate forefts, todrain-extenliYe marjRies, and 
form bridges orer rapid riyers ; lb that he loft fifty thou- 
faad men by fatigue and ficknefs. However he fupport* 
cd all tbefe inconveniencies with unrelenting bravery, 
andproTecnted his futceffcs with fuch vigour, that he 
compelled the enemy to beg for peace ; which they ob- 
tained not without the furrender of a eondderable part 
of their country. It was there, that for its better fe- 
curity, he built that famous wall, which ftill goes by his"' 
name, extending from Sol way Firth on the weft to the 
German ocean on the caft* He did ilot long furvive his 
fuccelles here, but died at York in the fixty fixth year 
of his age, after an adlive though cruel reign of about 
eighteen years, . . 

rj- n c Caracalla and Geta, his fotis, being acknow* 
A* Da ^' ^^*^^®^ *' emperors by the army, began to 
* * ^ ^Mhcw a mutual hatred to each other even be- 
fore their arrival at Rome, - But this* oppoGtifxs was of 
»o long continuance ; for Caracalla being refolved t« 
govern alone, furiod fly entered Geta's 'apartment, and, 
followed, by ru&ans, flew him in^it mother's arms. 

Being thus emperor, he went on^o mark hrs courft 
with blood. Whatever was done by Domician or Ntro 

Y 
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fell (hort of thlf monfter't t>?rbtritiet» His tyrattnies" 
at length €xcite4 tbc refetitnicDt of Macrionsy tfac-comr 
-fnander of the fori:ea in Mefopotamia^ who employed 
one MartUly a man of great ftrcogtli^ and a centiiri^i of 
the gttardff to difpatcfa Itini. Accordingly, as the enipeV 
ror was rising oat one day, near a htt}e tity calie^ 
Carrie^ he happened to withdraw himfelf privately upon 
a natural occafioni with only one page to hold his horfe. 
This was the opportunity Martial had fo long and ar- 
dently defired ; wherefore, rtinntng to him haftily as If 
he had beeii caUed, he ftabbed the emperor in the back^ 
fc^ thM be died immediately* Jlavirig performed this 
hardy attempt, he then nnconiccrne^^ir retorned to hif 
troopE; but, retiring by ipleAfibie degrees^ he endear 
▼otired to fbcure hiinfelf by flight. But his companiois 
foon miffing him, and the page giving informatton of 
what had been donfS, hf W«> purii|ed by the Cepnaif 
liorfe and ptit ^n pieces? 

During th^ reign of this execrable tyrant, which conr 
tinued fix years, the empire was every day decliaing ^ 
the foldiers were entirely mafters of every ele&ion ; and 
a$ there were various armies in different parts, fo there' 
were as many interefts all oppoiite to each otlur. 
•J ^ ^ The foldiers, without an emperor, after ^ 
A*-^*^^ * fufpencc of two days, ixed upon Macrinus^ 
■ *^^''* who took all poiEble methods to. conceal his 
being privy to Caracalla's murder* The fcnate confirmr 
ed their choice fhortly after, and likewifc that of his Too 
. DIadumenus, whom he topk as a partner in the empire* 
Ifacrinus Was fifty^^three years old when he eo^red up* 
on the government of the empire. He was of obfcure 
parentage, fomc fay by birth a Moor ; who, by the mere 
rotation of ofSce, being made firft prefect of the praeto* 
rian bands, was uniir by tfcafon apd accident called to 
fill the thrbnCf 

fie wai oppofed by the intrigues of Mo^ and her 
grand^fon, H^Upgabalus ; and, being conquered by fowic 
feditioiit legions of his awn army, he fitd to GhakedoOi 
whera thofe irho were fent in p)irf»it overtook and put 
him to death, together with his fon Diadumcnus, ^^f 
f^ Qioyt reign of of^e year and two monthf}. 
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i"he feiiatt tntj citizens of Rome being obll- •j p . 
iped to fubmit to the appoiinmeDt of tj)€ ^^^yrA^Ty^^l* 
»s ijfu»l, HcliDgabaUis afcctidcd the tfai'onc at -^•^* ^^•* 
the age of iourteeR. His, #ort life is but % tlffue of 
effemin^y^ lud and extravagance* He married^ in tht 
JTinaii fpace of four years* lix w.iv.eS) and dirprced them 
all. He was fo foird of the [tx that he carried his mo* 
ther with him to the fenate-bpufe^ and demanded that 
£he (hould always be prefent when matters of importance 
were jicbatedfc He even went fo far as to build a fenate« 
houTe for women) with fuitAble orders^ habitfi, ihd dis« 
tindlloDSj^ of which hi^ mother was made preiid#it— *«« 
They met feveral times : all their debates turning upba 
the fafhipns of the day» .and the different formalities to 
be ufed at giving apd receiving vifits* To thefe -follies 
be added great cruelty and bpundlefs prodigality ; fo 
that he was heard to fay that fuch di(heg as were cheap^^ 
ly oJ)tain^d were fcarce worth eating. It ii evea faid 
he Arove to foretel what was to happen^ by infpeiltng 
the entrails of young men facrificed, and that he cho{« 
the mod beautiful y oaths throughout Italy to be flaiu 
for that horrid purpofe. 

However^ his foldiers mutinyinfft «• was now ufual 
With them ; they followed him to nit palace, purfbing 
bim from apartment to apartment^ till At I aft he villus found 
concealed in a privy. Having dragged him fromtbenct 
through the Rrects with mod bitter inve&ives> and hav- 
log difpatcbed him, they attempted once more to fqueeat 
feis pampered body into a privy ; bttt not eafily affe^ing 
this, they threw it into the Tybcr with heavy weights, 
that none might afterwards find or give it burial. This 
was the ignominious deatji of Heliogabalus, in the eigh- 
teenth yeai^ of his age, after a detc£[able reigu of four 
years* ' < « ' 

To him fucceed(;d Alexander, .hi» couiin* U. C. 975^ 
german ; who, without oppo&tiou, being A.D* aia* 
declared emperor, the fenate with.th(;ir ufttal 
adulation, were for conferring new titles upon him; but. 
he modeAIy declined them all. To the moft ri^d juftice 
be added the grcatcft humanity. He loved the goody-, 
4nd was a fcvere reprover of the lewd and infamo ua *— 
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Hit accoinpliflimenti were equal to his virtues. He was 
an excellent natkiematicianygeonietrkian, and^mufician ; 
he was equally ikilful in painting and fculpture : and in 
poetry few of hat time could equal )iiro« In ihort, fuch 
were his talents, and fudfc-tbe folldity of-bis judgment, 
• that though but Cxteen years of age he was ebnfidered 
as a wife old nan. 

About the thirteenth year of hrt^rcign, the Upper- 
Germans, and other northern nations^ began to pour 
down immenfe fwarms of people upon the more fouthcrn 
parts of the empire. Tbey palTed tite Rhine a<^ the 
'Danube with fuch fury, that all Italy was thrown into 
the fjjoft extreme conilernation. The emperor ever tea* 
dy to expofe his perfon for the fafety of his people, made 
what Icties he could, and went in perfon to fiem the 
torrent, which he fpeedily cfiefked. It was in the courfe 
•f his fucceiTes againft the enemy that he was cut off by 
a mutiny among his own foldiers. He died in the twen- 
ty-ninth year of his age, after a profpcrpus reign of 
thirteen years and nine days. 

U C 88 '^^ tumults occafioncd by the death of A- 
A*D* * lexander being appeafcd, Maximin, who had 
•*35* ijcen the chief promoter of the fcdition, was 
cTioiTen eihperor. This extraordinary pian, whofe cha- 
Ta£ier deferves particular attention, was born of very 
obfcur? parentage, being the fon o£ a poor hcrdfman of 
Thrace. In the beginning he followed his father's hum- 
ble profeffion, and only exercifed his perCbnal courage 
againft the robbers who tnfeAed that part of the coun- 
try in which he lived. Soon after, his ambition increas- 
ing, be left his poor employment, and enUfted in the 
Roman army, where he foon became remarkable for his 
great firength, ditcipliney ^nd courage. This gigantic 
man was no lefs than eight feet and an half high ^ he had 
a body and ftrength correQ)ondi*ig to his (iae, being not 
lefs remarkable for the magnitude than thc.fymmctry of 
his perfon. His wife's bracelet ufually ferved him for 
a thumb ring ; and his ftrength was fo great that he waa 
able to draw a carriage which two oxen could, not move. 
He could flrike oiit a horfe's teeth with a blow of his 
toy and break its thigh bone vfith a kick.. His diet waa 
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as extraK)rdinary as the reft of his endovmciits: be ge« 
nerally ate forty pounds weight of flelh every ctay^ and 
drank fix gallons of wine, vrithout committing any de- 
bauch in cither. With a frame fo athclctic, he was pof- 
feiTed of a mind undaunted in danger, and neithtr fear- 
ing nor regarding any man. The firft time he was nuide 
known was to the emperor Scverus, who was then ctlc- 
bracing games on the birth-day of his fon Geta* He 
overcame fixteen in runnings one after the other ; he 
then kept up with the emperor on horfeback ; and,^ hair-* 
ing fatigued him in the courfe, he was oppofed to fevep 
of the mbfl active foldiers, and overcame them with the 
greateft eafev From that time he was particularly no- 
ticed, and taken into the emperor's body guard, and by 
the ufual gradation of preferment came to be chief corn- 
minder, equally remarkable for his fimplicity, dlfeipUne, 
and tirtue ; and^ upon coming to the empire, he was 
found to be one of the greateft ^nonftejrs of cruelty that 
ever dlfgraced power ; and fearful of nothing himfelf, 
he feemed to fport with the terrors of all mankind. 

However, his cruelties did not retard his military o- 
perattons, which were carried on with a fpirit becoming 
a better monarch. He overthrew the Germans in fevc- 
ral battles, wafted all their country with fire and fword 
for four hundred miles together, and fct a rcfdlution of 
fubduing all the northern nations as far as the ocean. In 
thefe expeditions, in order to attack the foldiers more 
iSrmly to him, he increafed their pay; and in every duty 
of the camp he bimfclf took as much pains as the mean- 
eft centinel in his armyt ftiewing incredible' courage and 
aftiduity. In every engagement, wherever the conflict " 
was hotteft» Maximm was always fecn fighting there in 
pcrfon, and deftroying all before him: for, being bred 
a barbarian, he conftdered it as his duty > to combat as a 
common foldier while he commanded as a generaU 

In the mean time, his cruelties had fo alienated the 
minds of his fubjcds that fevcral confpiracics were fecret- 
ly aimed againft him* None of them, however, fuccepd- 
ed, till at laft his own foldiers, being long harraffcd by 
famine and fatigue^ and hearing of revolt on every fide* 

* Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2S2 THE HISTORY OF THE 

refolvcd to terminate their calamities by the tyrant's 
death. His great ilrengtfa, and- hi$ being always arniedy 
were at firft the principal motives to deter any from af- 
faffinating him ; but at length, having made his guards 
accomplices in their defign, they fet upon him while Iw 
Aept at noon in his tent, and flew both him and his fon, 
whom he had made his partner in the empire, without 
any oppoCtion* Thus died this moil remarkable man, 
after an ufurpation of about three years, and in the Cx- 
ty-fifth year, of His age. His affiduity when in humble 
ilation, a«d his cruelty when in power, fcrve very well 
to evince that there are fomc men whofe rirtues were 
fitted for obfcurity, as there are others who only fhcw 
tbemfelves great when placed in an exalted ftation« 
▼J ^ The tyrant being dead and his body thrown 

a'd* * ^^ ^°^* ^"^ birds of prey, Pupienus-and Bal- 
• 339* binus continued for fome time emperors with- 
out oppolition. . 

But differing among th^mfclvcs, the praetorian fol- 
diers, who were the enemies of both, fet upon them in 
their palace, at a time when their guards were amnfcd 
Vith feeing the Capitoline games, and dragging them 
from the palace towards the camp, flew them botJi, 
Jitaving their dead bodies in the flreet^ as: a dreadful iii- 
fiance of their fedition. 

U C tsar ^^ *^^ midft of this fedition, as the muti- 
a'd 8* ncers were proceeding along, they by accident 

* * ^ * met Gordian, the grandfon of him who was 
fliain in Africa, whom they declared emperor on thcfpet. 
This prince was but iixteen years old when he begaa 
his reign; but his virtues feemed to compenfate for his 
want of experience. His principal aims were to unite 
the oppoUng members of the government^ $nd to recon- 
cile the foldiers and citizens to each other. 

The army, however, l^egan as ufual to murmur, and 
tljeir complaints were artfully fomented by Philip, an 
Arabian, who was praetorian prs&fed^. Things thus pro- 
ceeding from bad to worfc, Philip was at firft made equal 
in the command of the empire ; (hbrtly after, he was in- 
veftcd with the fole power ; and at length, finding him- 
lelf capable of perj>etniting bis long meditated cruelty, 
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Gordian ifras, by his order, ilain in the twenty fccond 
year of his age, after » fucccfsful reign of n€ar fix 
years. 

Philip, having thus murdered his benefdc- -rj >, ^ 
tor, tras fo fortunate as to be immediately at\ 
acknowledg«d emperor by the army. tJpon * ' ^ 
bis exaltation, he affociatcd his fon, a boy of fix years 
of age, as his partner in the empire j and, in order to 
fecure his power at home, made peace with the Per- 
fians, and marchc;d his army towards Rome. However, 
the army revolting in favour of Decius his general, and 
ictting violently upon him, one of the centinels, at a 
blow, cut off Ills head, or rather cleaved it afurider, fe- 
parating the under jaw from the upper. He died in tht 
forty-fifth year of his age, after a reign of about five 
years/ Decius being univerfally declared as hisfucc«ffor# 

The a£^ivity and wifdom of Dectusfeem- tt p 
cd in fome meafure to flop the haftening de- / Ji * 
dine of the Roman empire. Thefenatc ' * * V 
feemed to think fo highly of his merits that they voted 
liim not inferior to Trajan ; and indeed he feemed in 
every infiance to confult their dignity in particular, 
and tht welfare of all the inferior ranks of people. 

But no virtues could nt)w' prevent the approaching 
downfal of the ftate : the obftinate difputes between the 
pagans and the Chriftians within the empire, and the 
vnceafinfg irruptions of barbarous nations from without^ 
enfeebled it beyond the power of remedy. He was kill- 
ed in an' ambufcade of the enemy in the fiftieth year of 
hit age, after a (hort reign of two years and fix months. 

Gallus, who had betrayed the Roman ar- ^t p 
ipy, had addrefs enough to get himfclf de- a't\ ^ ^ 
dared emperor by that part of it which fur- ' • 25r» 
vived the defeat; he was forty £yc years old when he 
began to reign, and was defcendcd from an honourable 
family in Rome. He was the firft who bought a difto- 
nourable peace from the enemies of the ftate, agreeing 
to pay a confiderable annual tribute to the Goths, whom 
it ^as his duty to reprefs. 

He was regardlefs of every national calaq^ity,' and 
loft to debauch and fenfuality. The Pagans were, aU 
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lowed a power of perfccuting the Chriftiafix through all 
part! of the ftatc. Thcfe calamities were faccccded by a 
peftilence from Hcavcrt that fcetncd to have in general 
fpread over every part of the earth, and which continu- 
ed raging for feveral years in an unheard of manner ; 
and all thefe by a civil war which followed Ihortly afr 
ter between Galius and his general i&milianus, who, 
having gained a vi^ory over the Goths, was proclaimed 
emperor by bis conquering army* GalLus hearing this, 
fo«o roufed from the intoxication 6f pleafure, and pre- 
pared to oppofc his dangerous rival, he with his ion, 
were flain by iEmilianus in a battle fought in MtCa, 
His dAith was merited| and bis vices were fuch as to 
defervc the deteilation of pofterity. He died in the 
forty-feventh year of bis age, after an unhappy reign of 
two yean and four months^ in which the empire foffcr- 
ed uiexpreffible calamities. 

U C ieo6 ^^^ feoate rcfufed te acknowledge the 
A* T\ ^-^ * claims of JEmilianus^ and an army that 
^•'* was ftationed near, the Alps cfeofe Valeri- 
an, their own commander, to fuccecd to the throne, 
who fet about reforming the ftate with a fpirit; that 
feemed to mark a good miiid^and unabated vigour. But 
reformation was then grown almoft impradicable. The 
Perfians, under their king Sapor, invaded Syria, and, 
coming jnto Mefopotamia, took the unfortunate Vale- 
rian prifoner as he was making preparations to oppofc 
them. Nothing can C3«^eed the indignities, as well as 
the cruelties which were pra£lifcd upon this unhappy 
monarch thus fallen into the hands of his eudmics, — 
Sapor, we are t«ld, always ufed him. as a footflool for 
ino«nting his horfe ; he added tbe bitternefs of ridicule 
to his infults, and ufually obferved, **that an attitude 
« like that to which Valerian was reduced was the beft 
•< ftatue that could be erc£lcd in honour of bis viftory .** 
This horrid life of infult and fuffcrance continued for 
feven years, and was at length terminated by the cruel 
Ferfian's commanding iiis prifoner's eyes to be plucked 
«ut| a»d afterwards c^u£ng him to be flayed alive. 
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Valerian being taken prifon«r, as hath ♦j « 
been juft mentionctl, Galknus his fon pro- ^* tj 
miiing to revc»ge the infult, was diofcn . ' * ^^^* 
emperor, being then abo6t forty one years old* How- 
ever, he foon ^covered that he fought ra^eft the 
fplcndours than the toils of empire ; for aftei; having 
overthrown Jngeniius, a commander in Pannonit, who 
"bad affumed tlie title of emperor, he fat down, as if 
fatigued with conquefl, and gave his^elf up to eafe and 

It war ftt this time that no Icfs than thirty pretenders 
wero fecn contending with each other for the dominion 
of the ftate, and adding the calamities of civil war to 
the red of the misfortunes of this devoted eApire.-- 
Thcfe are generally known in hiftory by tfie nafce of the 
Thirty Tyrants. 

In this general calamity, Galiecus, though at firft 
fcemingly infenfible, was at length obliged, for his own 
private fecurity, to take the field, and led an army tQ' 
befiegc the city of Milan, which bad been taken by^c 
of the thirty ufurping tyrants. It Was there he was 
ilain by his own foldiers ; Martian, one af his generals, 
having confpired agaliift hina* 

Elavius G42u4ius being nemlnatcd tpfuc- ^ |* ^^^i. 
C^e4) he was joyfully accepted by all orders . ' ^ ^•g* 
of the ftate, and his title confirmed by the 
fenate and the people. We are not fufficaently aiTared 
of this emperor's lineage and country* Some affirm 
that be was born in Dalmatia, and descended from an 
ancient family there ; others aflert that he was a Tro- 
jan, and others (lill that he was fon to the emperor Gor* 
diani But whatever might have been his dcfcent, his 
merits were by no mean doubtful. He was a man of 
'great valour and coududl, having performed the mod 
excellent fcrvices againft the Goths> who had long cpn- 
tinucd to make their irruptions into the empire | but on 
his march againft that barbarous people, as he approach- 
ed near the city Sirmium, in Panronia, he was feizcd 
with a peftilential fever, of which he died in a few days, 
to the great regret of his fubjedls, and the irreparable 
lofs of the Roman empire* 
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tJ tL 1 i« Upon the death of Claudius, Aurelian irt$ 
u. u* loaj. uni^crfally acknowledged by all the ftates 
• /o» q£ j^jjg empire, and aflunicd the command 
with 91 greater (hare of power than his prcdeccfTors had 
enjoyed for fome tline before* Thie a£live monarch wa« 
born of mean and obfcure parentage in Dacia, and was 
tbout fiftjT-five years old at the time of his doming to 
th^ throne. He had fpcnt the early part of his life in 
the army, and had rifen through all the gradations of 
military duty. He was of unfhaken courage and airia* 
king ftrength ; he in one fingle engagement killed forty 
of the enemy with his own hand, and above nine hun- 
dred at feveral different times. In ihort, his valour and 
expedition were fuch that he was compared to Jutiu9 
Caefar, and In fadt only watited mildnefs and clemency 
to be every way his equal. 

Anong the number of thofe who were compelled t« 
fubmit tb his power, we may reckon the famous Zen^obia, 
<)ueen of Palmyrai Ete fubdued her/country, dcftrpyed 
^rcity, and took her prifoOcr. Longlnus, the celebra- 
ted critic, who was fecretary to the queen, w^* by Au- 
rjelianU order put to death. Zenobia was rcferved to 
grace hit triumph, and afterwards allotted fuch lands, 
and fuch in income) 4iaTerved to maintain her in almoft 
her former fpicndoiir. 

His feverities at lad were the caufe of his deftruAion. 
MonefteuSi his principal fecretary, hiaving been threateti* 
ed by him for fome fault which he had committed, form- 
ed a confpiracy againft him : and as the emperor pafled 
with a fmall guafd from Uraclea in Thrace towards 
iByzantium, the tonfoirators fet npon him at ontc, and 
flew him with very imall rcfiftance. He was dain in 
the (ixtieth ; or, as fome fay, the fixty-third year of hit 
age, after a very adive r6ign of almoft five years. 
U C I 25 After fome time the fenatc made choice 
A * rj 2 * of Tacitus, a man of ^reat merit, and no 
75« ^^y ambitious of the honours that were of- 
fered him, being at that time fcventy-five years old. 

A reign, begun with much moderation and juftice, 
only wanted continuance to have made the empire hap- 
py J but after enjoying the empire about fix months he 
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filed of a fcTer in his march to oppofe the Perfiaps and 
Scythians^ ¥rho had invaded the eaftern parts of th« 
empire. 

^Daring- this fhort period| the fenate feened to have a 
Ifirge (hare of aiitborit^ j and the hifiorians of the times 
are one and all liberal of their praifes to fuch emperors 
as were thus filling to divide l^heir power* 
t Upon the d^ath of Tacitps, the whole army, as if by 
(common confent, cri^d out that Probus fhould be empe- 
for. He was forty four years ojd when.be afcended the ' 
throne ; was born of noble 'paren|5^e ai Sirmtunf in 
Pannonia^ and \>r€d up a foldl'er from his youth* HjB 
began early to diftinguiti bimfelf for his difcipUne and 
valour, being frequently the firft man that, in befieging 
towns, fcaled the walls, or that buril into the enemy's 
icamp* He was equally remarkable for lingle conibatS| 
and faving the lives of many eminent cltizeiis : nor were 
his a£iivity and courage, when eleded to the emjiire, 
Icfs apparent than in his private (Nation* Every year 
pow produced only new calamitiies to the empire, and 
frcfh irruptions •li every fide threatened univerfal defb» 
lation : perhaps at this time naabilitieS} except thofeof . 
probus, were capable of oppofingfuch united invafions. 

However, in the end, his own mutinous foldiers, takr 
ing their opportunity as he wa$ marching into Greece, 
fet upon and flew him, after he had reigned fix yearp 
and four months with general approbation* 

CaruS, who was pratorian prxfeft to the -jj p 
deceaftd emperor, was chpfen by the army * * ^ 'S^^* 
to* Succeed him j and he, to ftrcngtheh his ' * * 
authority, united his rwo fbns, Carinus and Numerian^ 
with him in cominand ^ the former of whom was as 
snucb fullied by his vices, as the younger was rcraarka- 
ble f»r his virtues, modeAy, and courage. Cams was 
(bortly after his exaltation ft ruck deacj by iightcning ia 
his tent, with many others that were round him* 

Numerian, the youngeft fon, who accompanied his fa- 
ther in this expedition, was inconfolable for hit fleath, 
and brought fuch a disorder upoi^ his eyes with weeping^ 
^hat he was oblige^ to be carried along with the army, 
^ut up ia a clofe litter. The: peculiarity •£ hig fitua« 
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tion, after fome timet excited th'e ambttioB of Afper, 
his father in-law, who fuppofcd that he could now, with* 
out any great danger, aim at the empire hinifelf* He 
therefore hired a mercenary ▼illain to murder the empc* 
ror in his litter ^ and the better to conceal the fa£l, gave 
put that he was dill alive, but unable to. eadtire the 
light. The ofienfivenefs, however, of his fmell at length 
difcovered the treachery, and excited an univerfal up- 
roar throughout ^ht, whole army. In the midd pf this 
tumult, Piocleiian^ one of the moft noted c&mmandcrs 
of his time^ was chofeo emperor, and with his own hand 
flew Afper ; hs^ving thus, as it is faid, fulfilled a pro- 
phecy, which had faid that Dioclcfian (hould be empe- 
ror after he had'flain a Bozr* 

Carinas, the rcmaiiiiag fon, did uot long furvive his 
father and brother. 

TT r I a Dioclefian was a perfon.of mean birth, be- 
A* T\ ^ A '"^ fuppofcd to be, according to. fome, the 
' .. *' fon of a fcrivener ; and of a flave, accord- 
ing to others. He received his name from JDioclea, the 
town in which he was born, being forty years old when 
he was elected to the empire. He owed his exaltation 
entirely to his merit, having paffed through all the gra- 
dations of office with fagacity, courage, andfuccefs* 

In his time, the northern hive, as it was called, pour* 
ed^own their fwarms of barbarians upon the Roman 
empire. Ever at war with the Romans, they^iffued, 
when the armies that were to reprefs their inVafibns 
were called away ; and, upon their return, they as fud[« 
denly withdrew into their cold, barren, and fnaccellible 
retreats, which only themfclves could endure^ In this 
manner the Scythians, Gothb, Sarmatians, Alani> Carfii, 
and Quadi, came down in incredible numbers., while e- 
very defeat feemed but to inpreafe their (Irength and 
perfevcrance. After gaining many viflories over thefe^ 
and in the midd of his triumphs, Diocledan and Maxi- 
mian, his partner in the empire, farprifed the world hj 
refigning their dignities' on the fame day, and both re- 
tiring into private .ftations. In this contented manner 
Dibclefian lived fome time, and at laft died either hj 
poifon or madnefs ; but 'this is uncertain. His reign^ 
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ft^ich cjsmttnued qsrcnty years, was aAire and ufcful ; 
wad his"^ut-^orily,/which was tin€lured with feverity, 
was well adapted to the depraved ftate of morals at that 
time. - * i 

Upoiitfeerefignationof the two emperors, *j ^ 
.the two. Cwfars, whom they had before cho- ^ ' j\ - ^ ' ' 
^enyiwerailnlverfally acknowledged ai their ' * 3 4» 
fucceSbrs, namely, Conftantlus Chlorus, who was fo 
f,alIe4f/rQtPi ttie palepefs oji his complexion, being vir^ - 
tuopti's,- valiant, and mcr,ciful ; ,and Galerius, 'who was 
brave, btit brutal, incontinep.t, and cruel. As there 
.was fuch.a; ^ifparity in their tempers, they readily a- 
greed upon coming into full power to divide the em- 
pire, Gohft'aini'us being appointed to govern the we fie rn 

parts- <^.V-. ^ 

CoiiIlaSJujs/died . in Britain, ^ppoinUiig Conftantinc 
Jiis foa^sAfeiu^ceffor- Galerius was feized with a very 
extraord&ry difordcr in hi5. privities, -which bafiled ^U 
the ikiflf^hts phyficians, and carried him off, after he 
had .lanij&Jiejd in torments for near the fpace of a year. 

Gpnft^^ne, afterwards firnamed the tt p r 
Great, "IjaitUbme competitors at firft for the *' -rj 
throhii.-" '-^mong the reft was Maxentius, ' ' 3*^* 
wh*^^M'»at that time in poffeflion of Rome, and a fted- 
faft. affci'tqr of Paganifm. It was in Conftantine*s marck 
agajTnff<hat ufurper that we arc afl'uted he was convert- 
ed ti^GlHiUi an ity by a very extraordinary appearance. 
.One-'C^eni hg, as Ve are told, tlie army being upon its 
mairch.towards Rome, Conftantine was taken up with va- 
rioui-coijfKlerations upon the fate .9f »fublunary things, 
and tjifr tjangers of his approaching expedition; : fenfiblc 
,of:h|sf own incapacity to fuccecd without divine aflift- 
aricrajfcihe- cnvploy.ed his meditations upon the opijsioris 
tbati'i^eijisrchiefly a'gltated ghrtpng mankind, and fent up 
ejWeo^^tiphs to Heavtn to. irif|)lrc him Jwith wifdom t* 
chufe 4:l*e-path. to purfue. It was then, as the fun was 
;dccl'i^niflf,^that there fuddcnly appeared V. pillar of light 
iri tti6 Theavej^sv; in the falhion of a'cWs, with this in- 
^cr\p\\ot];^ Id't^is -dvercome. So extradrdttni^ry .an ap- 
pearance'di^d ndt'.fail to create attoniihmei^t both in the 
eniperor and hit whole army, who confidcTjcd it as tWctr 

'■' -h-M '' ' - '^' ' ■ '-'• '■■ •' "' 
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various difpofitions led thcin to believe. Thofc vhp 
were attached to Paganifm, prompted by their aufpices, 
pronounced It to be a raoft inaufpicious omen, portend- 
ing the mod unfortunate events ; but it made a drffercnt 
impreflion on the emperor's mind, who, as the account 
goes, waf farther encouraged by vifions the fame night. 
He therefore the day following caufed a royal ftandard 
to be made, "like that which he had fecn in the heavens, 
arid commanded it to be carried before him m his wars, 
as an enfign of viftory and celeflial protedlion. After 
'this he confulted with feveral of the principal teachers 
•f Chriftianity, and made a public avowal of that fa- 
cred pcrfuafion.- 

Confhntine having thus attached his foldjers to his in- 
tereQ, who were rioft of the Chriftian pciifuafion, loft 
Yio time in entering Italy with ninety thoiijfed foot an4 
eight thoufand horfe, and foon advanced '^\?tioft to the 
Very gates of Rome, Maxentius advanced ^bm the city 
with an army of an hundred and fcvcnty t^tffaftd foot, 
and eighteen thoufaind horfe. The cngagc'iij|ti^t was for 
fome time fierce and bloody, till hi? cavalr^'tTcing rout- 
ed, victory declared upon the fide of his ojippnent : and 
he hiinfeif, was drowned in his flight, by the'bueaking 
down of a bridge, as he attempted to crofs *tW^'Tybcr. 

Conftantine, in confequcnce of this vidory, entering 
the city, difclattned,. all praifcs which the fe.Bat'e:and 
people were ready to offer, afcribing his fucecfs^.to.a fiv 
perior power. He even caufed the crofs, which he was 
faid to have feen in the 'heavens, to be placed .at the 
right of all his ftatues, with this infcription, <* That un- 
»' derthc influence of that vi£lorious crofsj Confiaotin^ 
" had delivered the city from the yoke of tyrj.nnical 
** power ; and had reftored the fenate and pcbplc cf 
*' Rome to their ancient authority." He afterwards 
ordained, that no criminal (hould for the future Cuffcr 
death by the crofs, which had formerly bcfin the moft 
ufual way of piunifhing flaves convicted of capital of- 
fences. Edifts were foon after ifTued, declaring, that 
the Chriftians fhould be eafed from all their grievances^ 
*and received into places of truft and authority^ 
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Things continued in this ftate for fome time, Conftan- 
tine contributing what was in his power to the intercft 
of religion, and the revival of learning, which tiad long- 
been upon the decline, and wa's almoft wholly extin^ in 
the empire. But in the midfl of thefe afliduities, the 
peace of the empire was again difturbed by the prepara- 
tions of Maxirnin who governed in the caft, and who, 
defirous of a full participation of power^ marched agiaiinft 
Lklnius with a very numerous army. In confequicce 
of this ftep, after ipaTiy conflids, a general engagement 
rnfue'?, in which Maximin fuffered a total defeat ; many 
of l^s troops were cut to pieces, and thofc that furvivcd 
fubmittcd to the conqueror. Having, however, efcaped 
the general carnage, he once more put himfelf at the 
head of another army, refolving to try the fortune of 
the field; but his death prevented' the defign. As he* 
cKed by a yery extraordinary kind, of madnefs, the chris- 
tians, of /Wljom he was the declared enemy, did not fail' 
to afcribe his end to a judgment from h^vcn ; but this 
%v'as the age in which falfe judgments and falfe miraclea' 
liiade- up the hulk of unififtruiSlive hidory, 

Conftantine and Liclnius thus remaining in^lfputcJ 
poffeffqrs and partners in the empire, all things promlfed 
a peaceable continuance of friendfliip and power. How- 
ever, It was foon found tliat the fame ambition that 
aimed after a part would be content with nothing Icfs 
than the whole. Pagan writers afcribe the rupture be- 
t^ween thefe two potentates to ConfTantine ; while .the 
Chriftians, on the other hand, impute it wholiy to Lici- 
nius. Both fides exerted all'their power to make oppo- 
fition,j and, at the head of very formidable armies came 
to an engagement near Cybalis in Pannonia, Conflan- 
tioe, previous to the battle, in the midftof his Chriflian 
bifhops, begged the afliftance of Heaven ; while Liclni- 
us, with equal zeal, called upon the Pagan priefts to in- 
tercede with the gods ia his favour. The fuccefs was 
on the fide of truth. Conftantine, after an obftinate rei 
fiflance, became vi£torious^ took the enemy's camp, and 
after fome time compelled Licinius to fue for a truce, 
■which was agreed upon. But this was of no long con- 
tinuance J for foon after, the war breakrng out afrcfli, 
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and the rivals coming once more to a general engagf- 
ment,' it proved decifive. Licinius was entirely defeat- 
ed and purfued by Conflaptinc into Nicomcdia, where 
he lurrendcred himfelf up to the vidlor, having firft ob- 
tained an oath that his life fliould be fpared, and tliat 
he (hould be permitted to pafs the remainder of his days 
19 retirement. This, however, Conftancine (hortly af- 
ter broke ; for, cither fearing his defigns, oV finding 
him aJlually engaged in frefh confpiracies, he command- 
rd him to be put to death, together with Martian his 
general, who forae time before had been created GaeCr.r, 

Cqnflantine, being thus fole monarch of the empire, 
Tefolrcd to tftablilh chrifiianity on fo fure a bafis that 
ao new revolutions fliould fliake it. He commanded 
that in all the provinces of the empire the orders of 
the bifiiops fhould be exadlly obeyed. He called alfo a 
general council of thefe, in order to reprefi the hcrcfics 
that had already crept into the church, particularly that 
•f Arius. To this place repaired about three hundred 
and eighteen bifhops, btfides, a multitude of prcibytcrs 
and deaconsj together with the emperor iiirofclf, who, 
«1I except about fcvcntcen, concurred in condemning the 
tenets of Arlus; and this herefiarch, with his alTociates, 
vas baniflied into a remote part of the empire. 

Having thus reftored univerfHl tranquility to the em- 
pire, he was not able to ward off the calamities of a more 
domellic nature. As the wretched hiftories of this pe- 
riod are entirely at variance with each other, it Is not 
eafy to tell the motives which induced him to put his 
wife FauHa and his fon Crifpus to death. The raofl plau- 
fiblc ac<:ount is this? Faufta the emprcfs, who was a 
wuTiian of great beauty, but of extravagant dcfires, had 
long, though fecretly, loved Crifpus, Conftantine's fon 
by a former wife. She had tried every art to infpirc 
this youth with a mutual paflion ; and, finding her moft 
diftant efforts ineffcdual, had even the confidence to 
piake him an open confefRon of her* dt fires. This pro- 
duced an explanation which was f^tal to both. Crifpus 
received her addrelTes with deteftation, and fhe, to be 
revenged, accufcd him to the emperor. Ccnnantine, 
fired at once -with jealoufy and rage, ordered him to die 
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vithoiit an hearing : nor did his. innocence appear till 
it was too late for redrcfs. The only reparation, there- 
fore, that remained was putting Faufla, the wicked in- 
ftrumcpt of his. former, crnelty, to doath ; which was 
accordingly executed upon her, together with fomc d- 
thers who bad beeu accoipplices in her falfehood and 
treachery. 

But it is fuppofed that all the good he did was not 
equal to recompence the evil the empire fuflained by his 
transferring the feat of it from Rome to Byzantium, or 
Conliantinoplc as it was afterwards called. Whatever 
might have been the rcafons which induced him to this 
underta.king, whether it was becaufc he was offended at 
Ibme affronts be had received at Rome, or that he fup« 
pofed Conftantinople more in the centre of the empire, 
or that he thought the eaftern parts more required his 
prcfence, experience h;is (Iiewn that they were .all weak 
and groundlefs. The empire had long before been in a 
moft declining ftate ; but this in great meafure gave 
precipitation to its downfal. After this it never re fu- 
med its forvner fplendour, but, like a flower tranfplant- 
cd into a foreign cljme, languiflied by degrees, and at 

Jength funk into nothing. 

His firft dffign was to build a city which he might 
make the capital of the world ; and for this purpofe he 
made choice of a fituation at Chalcedon in Afia Minor; 
but we are told, that, in laying out the ground plan, an 
eagle caught up the line, and flew with it over to By- 

' eantlum, a city which lay upon the oppofite fide of the 
Bofphorus. , Here, therefore, it was thought expedient 
to fix the feat of empire ; and indeed nature feemed to 
li.ave formed it with all the conveniencies and all the 
beauties which might induce power to make it the feat 
of rcfidence. It was fituated on a plain that rofe gently 
from the water: it commanded that ftreight which u- 
nites the Mediterranean with the Euxine fea, and was 

. furniflied with all the advantages which the mod indul- 
gent climate could beftow. This city therefore, he beau- 
tified with the moft magnificent edifices ; tt p 
he divided it into fourteen regions ; built a JT * ^ '^^'*" 
capitol, an amphitheatre, many churches, ^^^^' 

Z z 
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and other public works ; and having thus rendered it 
equal to the magnificence of*his idea, he dedicated it in 
a very folenm manner to the God of martyrs^ and im 
about two year$ after repaired thither vrith his' whblts 
cpurt* 

This removal produced no immediate alteration in the 
gqvernmrnt of the empire ; the inhabitants of Rome, 
though "With rclu(Slance, fubmitted to the change ; nor 
was there for two or three years any dllturbance in the 
ftate, until at length the Goths, finding that the Romans 
liad withdrawn all their garrifons along the Danube, 
renewed their inroads, and ravaged the country with 
ijnheard of cruelty. Conftantine, however, foon reprcft 
their incurfions, and fo ftraitened them, that near an 
hundred thoufand of their number penfhed by cold and 
hunger. 

Another great error afcribcd to him is the dividing the 
empire among hrs fons. Conftantine, the emperor's eld- 
eft fon, Commanded in Gaul and the weftcrn provinces ; 
Conftantiu?, his fecond, governed Africa and Illyricum ; 
and Conftans, the youngcft, ruled in Italy. This divi- 
fion of the empire ftill farther contributed to its dowri- 
fal ; for the united ftrength of the ftate being no long- 
er brought to reprefs invafion, the barbarians fought 
with fuperior numbers, and conquered at laft, though 
often defeated. Conftantine was about fixty years bid, 
and had reigned above thirty, when he found his health 
began to decline. His diforder, which was an ague, in- 
crealing, he went to Nicomedia, where, finding hitnfelf 
without hopes of a recovery, he caufed himfelf to be 
baptized; and having foon after rcceivJrd the facramcnt^^ 
he expired^ after a memorable and adivc reign of almoft 
thirty-two years. 



d by Google 



EMPIRE OF ROME, 465 



C H A P. XXV. 

Of the desttuction of the Roman EtfPisE after tht 
' death of Constantine^ and tbt events which, hastened 
its catastrophe. " 

X? ROM thxv dr«ary period the recovery of the em- 
pire "wras beco<ne defpcrate ; no wifdom could ot)viate 
its decadtncc, no con rage oppofe the evils that furrounjd- 
cd it on every fide. Were wc to enter into a detaU 
concerning the cha^rai^ers of the princes of thofe timcj, 
it fbould be rather of the conquerors not the conquered: 
of thofe Gothic chiefs' who led a more virtuous and 
more courageous people to the conqucft of nations coe- 
rupted \yj Vice and enervated by luxury. 

Thcfe barbarians were at firft unknown to the Ro- 
mans, and for fome time after had. been only incomroo- 
dious to them*^ ' But they were now become fon»idable, 
and arofe in fuch number«-:that the earth fecmcd: to pro- 
diice a new race of mankind to complete the empire's 
deftru£lion. They had been Fncreafing in their hideous 
deferts, amidd regions' frightful with cterpal fnows, and 
had long on\^ Waited the opportunity of coming down 
into a more favou-rab I e climate.- Agaitift fuch an ene- 
my no courage could avail, nor abilitiesCMje fucccfsful j 
a viftory only cut off. numbers without an Itabitation 
and a name, foon lo be fuccecded by others equally dc f- 
pc rate- and obfcure. 

The emperors w ho bad to contend with this people 
were motft of thent ftjrhiihed neither with courage nor 
eonduft to oppofe. Their refidence in Afia feemed to 
enervate their manners, and produced a defire in them 
to* be adored like the monarchs of the eaft. Sunk in 
ioftnefs, thfey fliewed thcmfelves with lefs frequency to 
the fo?diers ; they became more indolent, fonder of do- 
roeflic pleafures, and more abftradlf d from the empire. 
Conftantius, who reigned thirty-eight years, was weak^ 
timid, and unfucoefsful ; governed by his eunuchs and 
his wives^ and unfit to prop the falling empire. ]uUan, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



a66 THE HISTORY OF THE 

Ills fucceffor, furnamcd the apoftatc upon account of his 
relapiing into Paganifni) was no^withAandlng a very- 
good and a very valiant prince. He, by his wifdom, 
condu^, and o&conomy^ chafed the barbtarians that had 
taken fifty towns upon the Rhine out of their new fet- 
tlements ; and his name was a terror to them during 
his reign, which lafled but two years. Jovian and Va- 
lentinian had virtue and flrcngth fufficicnt to prefcrve 
the empire from imraediatcly falling under its enemies. 
No prince faw the neceflity of rcftoring the ancient 
plan of the empire more than Valentinian ; the former 
emperors had drained' away aU.thc frontier garrifons 
merely to ftrcngthen their own power at home; but his 
■whole life was employed in fortifying the banks of the 
Rhine, making levies, raifing caftles, placing troops in 
proper ftations, and furnifliing them with fubfiilence for 
their fupport ; but an event, that no human prudence 
could forefee, brought up a new enemy to affiil in the 
univerfal dcflrudion. 

That tra«ft of hnd which lies between the Palu? MasQ- 
tis, the mountains of CauCafus and the Cafpian fea, was 
inhabited by a numerous fa^vage people that wejit by the 
name of the Huns and Allaoefe. Their , foil was fertile^ 

»and thefinhabitants fond of robbery and plunder. As 
they imagined it impraclicable to crofs the Palus, Maso- 

-tis, they were altogether unacquainted with the Romans, 
fo that they^cmained confined within the limits their 
ignorance had alugned them, while other nations plun- 
dered with fccurity. It has -been the opinion of .fome, 
that the flime which was rolled down by the current of 
the Tahals had by degrees formed a kind of incruftatich 
on the furface of the Cimra»ri5ti Bofphorus, oyer whi^h 
thofe peoph arefuppofed to have;pafred. Others relate, 
that two young. Scythians being in full purfuit of an 
heifer, the terrified creature fwam ovei"an ar^n. of the 
fea, and the youths immediately following her, found 
themfelves in a new world upon- the c>pp<?.fite- {horc, Uji- 
on their return thcydid ilot fail to relate tlK-^vonders 
of the ftrang-e lands :and countries which theyh.ad dif- 

. covered. Upon their jnformatjon an innumerable body 
«f Huns p.alTed thofe ilr eights j and jl/mc.? ting. fiifl >xitli 



d by Google 



Empire OF RbMK- a«7 

ttie Gothj, made that people fly before them. The 
Goths, in conftcrnation, prefented tbemfelvcs on the 
banks of the Danube ; and, \vith a fuppliant air, en- 
treated the Romans to allow them a place of refuge.— ' 
This . they eafily obtained from Valens, who afligned 
them feveral portions of laiid in Thrace, but left them* 
deflitute of all needful fupplies. Stimulated therefore 
by hunger and refentment, they fodn after rofe againft 
their protestors ; and in a dreadful engagement, which 
■was fought near Adrianople, they deftroycd Valcns him- * 
ftrif, and the greateft part of his army. 

It was in thib manner the Roman armies grew weaker; 
Co that the emperor j, finding It difficult at laft to raifc 
levies in the provinces, were obliged to hire one body •£ 
barbarians to oppofe another. This expedient had its 
life in circumftanccs of immediate danger; but when 
that was over, the Romans found it was as difficult to 
nd themfclves of'their new allies as of their former ene-. 
mies. Thus the empire was not ruined by any pflrticu- 
lar invafion, but funk gradually under the weight of fe- 
veral attacks mr.de upon it on every fide. When the 
barbarians had wafted one province, thofe who fucceed- 
•d the firfl fpoilers proceeded on to another. Their de- 
vailations were at firU litrited to Thracej Myfia, and 
Pannonia ; but when thefe countries were' ruined, they, 
deftroycd Macedonia, Theffaly, and Greece ; and from 
thence they expatiated to Norcinm. The empire was 
in this manner continually fhrinking, and Italy at laft 
became the frontier of its own dominion. 

The valour and condu^ft of Theodofius in fome mea- 
fnre retarded the deflru^ion that had begun in the time 
of Valens ; but, upon his death, the enemy became ir- 
refidible. A large body of Goths had been called in to 
aflilt th"e regular forces of the empire, under the com- 
mand ol Alaric, their king ; but what was brought in 
to ftopthe univcrfal decline proved the mcft mortal ftab 
to its fe curity. This Gothic prince, vfhh is reprefented 
as brave, impetuous, and enterprifing, perctiviYig the 
weaknefs of the ftate, and how little Arcadius and Ho- 
norius, the.fucceffor of Theodofius, were able to fecure 
it ; being inftigatcd alfo ftill further by the artifice'* of 
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one RufinuS| who had deCgns upon the throne hirtfclf s 
thi$ warlike prince, I fay, putting himfclf at the head 
of his barbarous forces, declared war againft his em- 
ployers, and fought the armies of the empire for foBie 
years with rarious fuccefs. However, in preportion aa 
his troops were cut off, he received new fupplies from 
his native forcfts ; and at length putting his mighty de- 
figns in execution, pafft-d the Alps, and poured down 
like a torrent among the fruitful vallies of Italy. This 
charming region had long been the feat of indolence 
and fen fual delight; its fields were now turned into gar* 
dens of pleafurc that only ferved to enervate the pos- 
feffors, from having once been a nurfery of roilitaiy 
ftrength that furnifhed foldiers for the conqueft of man- 
kind. The timid inhabitants therefore beheld with ter- 
ror a dreadful enemy ravaging in the midft of their coun-' 
try, while their wretched emperor Ilonorius, who was 
then in Ravenna, ftiil only feemcd refolved to keep up 
his dignity, and to refufe any accommodation. But the 
inhabitants of Rome felt the calamities of the times 
with double aggravation. This great city, that had 
long fat as miftrefs of the world, now faw herfelf be- 
iiegcd by an array of fierce and terrible barbarians ; and 
being crowded with inhabitants, it was reduced, by the. 
extremities of peftilence and famine, to a mod deplora- 
ble fituation. In this extremity the fenate difpatched 
their ambaffadors to Alaricj-defiring him either to grant 
them peace upon reafonable terms, or to give them leave 
to fight it with him in the open field. To this melTage, 
however, the Gothic monarch only replied, with <> burft ■ 
of laughter, "that thick grafs was cafier cut than thin ;'* 
implying that their troops, when cooped up within thCv 
narrow coropafsof the city, would be more eaGly over- 
come than when drawn out in order of battle. When 
they came to debate about a peace, he demanded all 
their rifches and all their (laves. When he was aiked, 
" what then he would leave them?*' he fternly replied, 
" their Jives.*' Tbefe were hard conditions for fuch a 
celebrated city to accept ; but compelled by the ucceiE* 
ty of the times, they raifed an immenfe treafure, both 
by taxation and ftripping the Heathen temples, and th»f 
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tt length bought off their fierce inyadcn. But this wa$ 
but a temporary removal of the caUmity ; fof Aladc 4 
pow jSnding that he might become mafter of Rome when^ 
ever he thought proper, returned with his army a fhort 
time after 5 prcffed it more clofcly tha;i he had done bc« 
fore, and at laft took.it; but whether by ^ ^ ^ 
force or ftratagcm is not agreed among his- ^' r)* ^^ J* 
lorians. Thus that city, which for agc« * •4i • 
had plundered the reft of the world, and enriched ber» 
felt* with the fpoils of mankind, now fek in turn the fad 
reverfe of fortune, and fuffered all 'that barbarity could 
infli6i, or patience endure, T^he foldicrs jiad free libera 
ty to pillage all places except the Chrifllian churches 5 
and, in the inidft of. this horrible defolation, fo great 
was the reverence of thefe barbarians for our holy reli- 
jg^ion, that the Pagan Romans found f.ifety in applying 
to thole of thie Ghriftian perfuafion for protccTl-ion. This 
dreadful devaftation cbntinued for three days ; and un-* 
fpeakable Were the precious monumeats, both of art and 
learning, that funk under the fury of the coftqnerors. 
However, there were ftill numberlefs traces of the city's 
former greatnefs ; fo that this capture fcemed rather a 
corrc(5lion than «t toial overthrow. 

But the Gothic conquerors of the Well though they 
had fuffered Rome to furvive hi firft capture, now fotind 
Jiow eafy it was to become maftcrs of it upon any other 
pccafion. The extent of its walls had in. fadt made it 
almoft impradicabje for the inhabitants to defend them ; 
and as it was fituated in a plain, it might be ftormcd 
without! muc6 difficulty. Befides this no fuccours were 
to be expelled from without; for the number of the 
people was fo extremely diminiflied, that the empe- 
rors were obliged to retire tp Ravenna, a place fo forti- 
fied by nature, that they could be fafe without the as- 
jiftance of an army. What Alaric therefore fparcd, 
Gefneric, king of the Vapdals, not long after contri- 
buted to deftroy ; his mercilcfs foldiers, for fourteen days 
together, ravaged with implacabje fury in the,midft of 
that venerable place. Neither private dwellings, nor 
public buildings, neither fex, norage, nor religion, >yerc 
%hc lead proteftion againft their luft or avarice. 
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The capital of the empire being tbus ranfackcd fey<- 
ral times, and Italy overrun by barbarous invaders, un- 
der various denominations, from the remoteft ficirts of 
Europe : the weftcrn emperors for fome time continued 
to hold the title without the power of royalty. Hono- 
rius lived till he faw himfclf (hipped of the greateft part 
of his dominion?, his capital taken by the Goths, the 
Huns feize^ on Pannonia,thc Allanes, Sueyi,and Van. 
dais eftablilhed in; Spain, and the Bprgundians fettled 
in Gaul, wjiere the Goths alfe fixed theinfelvcs at lail. 
After fome time, the inhabitants of Rome alfo, being 
abandoned by their pripccs, feebly attempted to take 
the fuprcrae power into their own handf. Armorica 
?nd Britain, feeing thcmfelves fojfaken, began to regu- 
late themfcjvcs by their own laws. Thus the power of 
the ftate was entirely brokenj and thofe who aiTumcd the 
title of emperors only encountered certain deftrudlion. 
At. length, even the very name of emperor of the Weft 
expired upon the abdication of Auguftulus; and Odoa- 
cer, general of the Heruli, affumed the title of king of 
all Italy. Such was the end of this great empire, that 
had conquered mankind with its arms, and inflru£led the 
world with itswifdom ; that had I'ifen by temperance, 
and that fell by luxury ; that had been eftablifhcd by a 
fpiritof patriotifra, and that funk into ruin when the em- 
pire was become Co extenfive that a Roman citizen was 
but ah empty name. Its final diiTolution happened about 
5ve hundred and twenty-two years after the battle of 
Pharfalia, an hundred and forty-fix after the removal of 
the imperial feat to Conftantinople, and fou? hundred 
and feyenty-fix after the nativity of our Savio:Ur. 



? I N I S, 



^4fe 



04. 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 



d by Google 




THE NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 
^ REFBRENCB DEPARTMENT 



from the BuiWiB* 



to be 



tak«a 




MM 




d by Google! 



